
Be good within; do good without.
When a candle is alight within a lantern it sheds a light all around; 

but if the lantern be dark within it is of no use to those outside. It is the same with men. 
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works,

and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).
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The Call of God

By Tom Ross
of South Point, Ohio

The Church Duty, and Its
Glorious Results  

By James Smith
(1802 - 1862)

By Doyal Thomas
of Hartselle, Alabama

 “No man can come 
to me, except the 
Father which hath 
sent me draw him: 
and I will raise him 
up at the last day. 
It is written in the 
prophets, And they 
shall be all taught 
of God. Every man 
therefore that hath heard, and hath 
learned of the Father, cometh unto me” 
( John 6:44-45).
 These verses of Scripture declare 
plainly that they who are drawn by 
the Father will be raised up at the last 
day. Being raised up to the glories of 
resurrection is the work of God, and is 
the culmination of His work toward His 
chosen people.

 “They sewed fig leaves together, and 
made themselves aprons” (Gen. 3:7).
 They are alone, yet they are ashamed. 
They are in Paradise, yet they are 
ashamed. It is conscience that is making 
them blush. It not only makes cowards of 
them, but it works shame and confusion 
of face. They are ashamed of themselves; 
of their nakedness; of their recent 
doings. They cannot look one another 
in the face after their disobedience and 
recriminations against one another. They 
cannot look up to God now. Possibly, too, 
they shrink from being in view of the 
serpent who beguiled them. The feeling 
of happy innocence is gone. 
 They must be covered. This is their 
feeling, the dictate of conscience. The 
eye must not see them, either of God 
or man. The light must not shine on 
them; the eye of the sun must not look 
on them; and the fair flowers and trees of 
Paradise must not see their shame. They 

By Horatius Bonar
(1803 - 1889)

love darkness rather 
than light. Covering 
is what they seek – 
covering from every 
eye. Thus, shame and 
guilt are inseparable. 
“I must be covered,” 
is the sinner’s first 
feeling – from the 
eye of God and man, 

even from my own. They cannot look on 
me, nor I on them!
 Thus far they are right. But now they 
go wrong. Their mistake was twofold: 
(1). That they could cover themselves; 
(2) that they can be covered with 
materials from vegetable nature. Let us 
look at these.
I. MAN THINKS HE CAN COVER 

HIMSELF
 He knows not the greatness of the evil; 
he does not calculate on the penetration 
of the all-seeing eye. He sets to work and 
makes himself a covering, and he says this 
will do. What sin is, or what the sinner 

 “As soon as Zion travailed, she 
brought forth her children” (Isa. 66:8).
 It is deeply affecting to a spiritual mind, 
to witness the indifference manifested 
by many professors of religion, and 
members of churches, in reference to 
the conversion of sinners; they seem to 
take it for granted that they have nothing 
to do with it, that, according to the old 
Antinomian proverb, “God will have 
His own,” and they need not trouble 
themselves with the matter. But, is there 
a solitary professor who is justified in 
speaking, or feeling, or acting thus? There 
is not. There cannot be. Every Christian 
should let his light so shine as to attract, 
instruct, and draw souls to Jesus: he 
should hold forth the word of life, and 

endeavor by all 
means to save some 
(I Cor. 9:22). Means 
are to be used in 
faith, for the means 
and the blessings 
are connected; “they 
who sow in tears 
shall reap in joy;” and 
“in due season we 

shall reap if we faint not.” In the passage 
at the head of this paper it is declared, 
“That as soon as Zion travailed, she 
brought forth her children.” Let us, 
 First, look at what is intended by 
Zion’s travail. Zion is the church of God. 
“We are come to mount Zion” (Heb. 
12:22, 24). Her travail is for souls. Jesus 
travailed for their redemption by price, 
and the church is to travail for their 

By Curtis Pugh
of Poteau, Oklahoma

Who Persecutes 
Whom?

 That persecution 
exists is a sad fact 
both of history and 
of our own times. 
First of all let us 
establish what we 
mean by persecution.  
Broadly speaking, 
persecution may be 
said to be any action 
toward a person or 
group of persons that causes them pain 
and or fear.  Persecution comes because 
of political, ethnic, cultural or religious 
reasons, although some of these causes 
may overlap.  In some places it does also 
seem that women are persecuted simply 
because they are women.  Our primary 
interest in this article is in persecution 
because of religion and especially that 
aimed against the Baptists.  It is a fact 
of history that the Baptist forefathers, 
although called by different names, have 
been persecuted for almost two thousand 
years.  It is also a fact of history that 
Baptists have never been the persecutors, 
though often persecuted themselves.  
 But the Baptists are not alone in 

 In Philippians 2:1-4 Paul exhorts the 
believers to be unified and selfless in 
their service to one another. To bolster 
his argument that they should serve 
in humility and lowliness of mind, he 
points them to the example of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in verses five through eleven. 
The Lord Jesus Christ exemplified the 
epitome of selfless concern for others. 
He left the glories of  Heaven to unite 
His Divine nature with a human nature 
only to be crucified in a most humiliating 
manner. Jesus voluntarily offered Himself 
on the cross as a sacrifice for others. He 
died a terrible death so that others might 
live a glorious life. He became the Son 
of man so that others could become the 
sons of God. He became a servant so that 
others would be liberated. The entire 
earthly life of Jesus Christ was lived with 
others in mind. Paul reasons that if the 
Lord of glory lived in such a way, those 
who  profess to be His followers should 

“go and do thou 
likewise” (Luke 
10:37).

 In order to set forth 
this very practical 
exhortation Paul 
writes one of the 
most important 
doctrinal passages 
relating to the Deity 

of Jesus Christ in all of the Bible. Thus, 
Paul illustrates that even the deepest 
doctrines of the Bible are to be applied 
in a very practical way. The passage 
also teaches us that our practice should 
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needs, or what God requires, he has no 
idea of. Each sinner has his own way of 
covering himself; he weaves his own web, 
whatever may be the substance of which 
it is composed. He wishes to be his own 
coverer, the maker of his own raiment. 
He thinks he can do it himself. He has no 
idea that it is utterly beyond his power. 
He trusts to the skill of his own hands 
to provide the dress that shall hide his 
shame from the eye of God and man. He 
thinks it an easy thing to deal with shame, 
and fear, and conviction, and conscience. 
He will not believe that these can only be 
dealt with by God. This is the last thing 
that he will admit. He will try a thousand 
plans before accepting this. He will make 
and try on many kinds or sets of raiment 
before betaking himself to that which 
God has made. The unbelieving man’s 
whole religious life is a series of plans and 
efforts for stitching a raiment for himself, 
with which to appear before God  and 
before men; nay, with which he hopes 
to appear before the judgment-seat. It is 
with this man-made clothing, this earth-
made, or priest-made, or church-made 
religion, that he robes himself; with this 
he removes the feeling of guilty shame. 
He can do all that is needful himself, or 
at the most with a little help from God. 
II. MAN THINKS HE CAN COVER 

HIMSELF WITH LEAVES
 He supposes that what will hide his 
shame from his own eye will hide it from 
God: that even such a frail covering as 
the foilage of the fig-tree will do. He has 
no thought of anything beyond this. The 
fig-leaf will do, he thinks. What more do 
I need? But he is mistaken; the fig-leaf 
will not do, broad and green as it may be. 
But why will it not do? 

It Is Man’s Device, Not God’s  
 That which covers sin, and renders the 
sinner fit to draw near, must be of God, 
not of man. God only has the right, God 
only can prescribe to man how he is to 
draw near. What then is ritualism but a 
religion of fig-leaves?

It Is Simply For The Body, Not The 
Soul

 It does not relieve the conscience, 
or satisfy the guilty spirit, or cover the 
whole man. It is utterly insufficient. It 
could not remove one fear, or quiet one 
pang of remorse, or make the man feel 
tranquil in the presence of God. 
It Is Composed Of Life, Not of Death

 That which is to cover man’s sin, and 
deliver him from the sense of shame, 
must be something which has had the life 
taken out of it. The green fig-leaf will not 
do. It is no better than Cain’s sacrifice – 
the fruit of the ground. The only thing 
that can relieve the sinner from guilt and 
shame is atonement; the only atonement 
is by blood; for without shedding of 
blood is no remission; and therefore the 

only sufficient covering must be one 
connected with atonement, – one which 
represents death – one which tells of the 
payment of the righteous penalty and the 
removal of the righteous condemnation. 
The fig-leaf spoke of life, not of death; 
of the blessing, not of the curse. It had 
nothing in it which told of propitiation 
or substitution; nothing which spoke of 
God’s anger turned away by means of the 
endurance of that anger by another. 
 The truths here taught us for ourselves 
are not a few. They are of profound 
importance.

Man’s Devices For Covering Sin Are 
Useless

 They may be easy or difficult – cheap 
or costly – still they are vain. They 
profit nothing. The covering is narrower 
than a man can wrap himself in. These 
devices are innumerable. Good deeds, 
long prayers, fervent feelings, self-
mortifications and penances; church 
connection, rites, ceremonies, religious 
performances – such are man’s ways for 
approaching God, his coverings for a 
sinful soul. They are all fig-leaves!

Man’s Devices All turn Upon 
Something Which He Himself Has To 

Do, Not On What God Has Done
 Man misses the main point of 
importance. This was not wonderful in 
Adam, to whom nothing been revealed; 
but it is amazing in us now, when God 
has announced that He has done all – 
that “it is finished!”

Man’s Devices Assume that God Is 
Such An One As Himself

 He can conceal himself from his 
fellow-man; therefore he thinks he can 
cover himself, so that God shall not see 
him. That which conceals him from a 
human eye, he supposes will conceal him 
from a divine. 

Man’s Devices All Trifle With Sin
 They do not fathom its depths of 
malignity in God’s sight. They assume that 
it will be easily forgiven and forgotten. 
They overlook its evil, its hatefulness, 
its eternal desert of woe. What are fig-
leaves as a protection against the wrath 
of God or the flames of Hell?

 It is the “conforming them to the image 
of His Son” that is here in view, and is the 
predestinated end that God has decreed 
for His people. This predestinated end is 
the result of God’s election, calling, and 
justification is specified in Romans 8:29-
30. It is the end that God has ordained, 
or appointed. By the means that He 
has decreed. “He works His work, His 
strange work, and performs His act, His 
strange act” (Isa. 28:21).
 The Scriptures therefore confirm the 
doctrines of grace, and leave religious 
man without grounds or basis for any 

self-righteous boasting. And all boasting 
that man does religiously is nothing but 
self-righteous boasting.
 That man is totally depraved, there 
can be no doubt. This dreadful condition 
of all men in their native state is the 
awful result of sin. When Adam rebelled 
against a thrice Holy God, and sinned in 
the garden of Eden, he plunged himself 
and his offspring into utter and complete 
ruin. This act resulted in the loss of all 
desire and ability to serve God, and 
placed man in a helpless and undone 
position. From this position, man 
deserves only the wrath of a Sovereign 
and Holy God.
 The unconditional election, or 
choosing by God of some men out of this 
mass of filthy and depraved humanity to 
obtain salvation through the benefits, or 
merits of the shed blood of God’s own 
dear Son follows. Except God intervene 
in the behalf of fallen man, it is clear that 
none could, or would be saved.
 But God does save some. This fact 
alone verifies that God did intervene and 
rescue some from among the fallen race. 
The fact that some are saved from the 
wrath to come proves that God provided 
the way out of this dreadful condition. 
All men are not saved, to be sure, as is 
shown in Luke 16:23. Here it is stated 
that the rich man in Hell lifted “up his 
eyes, being in torments. . . .” Beloved, 
there are inhabitants of Hell at this very 
time and moment. All men are not saved.
 In choosing some to obtain salvation, 
God passed by others and left them to 
their just punishment. And He did no 
injustice to those He passed by. None 
can charge God in this matter, for, “it 
is not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God that sheweth 
mercy” (Rom. 9:16).
 The doctrine of limited atonement, 
or particular redemption, is a Scriptural 
truth that cannot be denied. This 
doctrine is clearly set forth in the 
Scriptures that teach redemption. Christ 
died for some, and He knew who they 
were. Every one of them He knew. “I am 
the good shepherd: the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep” ( John 
10:11). “My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow me: And 
I give unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand. My 
Father, which gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is able to pluck 
them out of my Father’s hand” ( John 
10:27-29).
 This message now centers upon the 
Biblical doctrine of God’s calling. This 
calling is the work of God, the Holy 
Spirit, and to imagine that He fails is to 
imagine that God is lacking in power, or 
ability. Such an imagination is absurd, 
and brings great and awful dishonor to 
God.
 We ask you now to open your Bibles to 
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Hymn Histories 
          and 
    Scriptures

By Nathaniel Hille 
of Caldwell, Kansas

Psalm 34
 “I will bless the LORD at all times: 
his praise shall continually be in my 
mouth” (Ps. 34:1).
 I feel impressed to deal with a hymn 
from the Holy Spirit’s Hymnal.  I invite 
the reader to turn to the 34th Psalm and 
read it in its entirety.  As I understand 
it, this psalm was written of David, 
when he changed his behavior before 
Abimelech.  I am told that this Psalm 
has a title before the first verse, of which 
contains this information.  I have not an 
original Hebrew Bible in front of me, but 
I understand that this is to be accurate.  
It is the history of this hymn/psalm of 
which I want to look at.  
 The Bible records the story behind 
this psalm is primarily recorded in I 
Samuel 21:1-13.  However, if one is to 
get the full picture, we must turn back 
and read in the previous chapter as well.  
I Samuel 20:30-33 states, ”Then Saul’s 
anger was kindled against Jonathan, 
and he said unto him, Thou son of the 
perverse rebellious woman, do not I 
know that thou hast chosen the son 
of Jesse to thine own confusion, and 
unto the confusion of thy mother’s 
nakedness? For as long as the son of 
Jesse liveth upon the ground, thou 
shalt not be established, nor thy 
kingdom.  Wherefore now send and 
fetch him unto me, for he shall surely 
die.  And Jonathan answered Saul his 
father, and said unto him, Wherefore 
shall he be slain? what hath he done?  
And Saul cast a javelin at him to smite 
him: whereby Jonathan knew that it 
was determined of his father to slay 
David.”  
 King Saul sought to slay David!  By 
the eyes of man, Israel had been made 
uninhabitable for David.  Thus, David, 
in a lapse of faith, does flee the covenant 
land for fear of Saul (I Sam. 21:10).  
Certainly we see the truth of the proverb 
“The fear of man bringeth a snare: but 
whoso putteth his trust in the LORD 
shall be safe” (Prov. 29:25).    
 We really cannot blame David for 
leaving Israel, without ourselves being 
hypocrites, for the sun would set before 
we could number the times in which 
we have abandoned our walk with the 
Lord because it was too hot!  So David 
fled to the king of Gath, Achish (I Sam. 
21:12), or Abimelech (title of Ps. 34).  It 
is interesting to me, that David was once 
not afraid of Goliath of Gath (I Sam. 
17:4, 31-37), but now he fears both Saul 

and Achish.  Notice, how little David is 
trusting in the arm of the Lord to deliver 
him…see how far he sinks down: he has 
fled Israel and now feigns (fakes) himself 
to be a mad man before a worldly king, 
a lost man.  What a horrible testimony 
David bears out before the world.  David 
brought not good news with him, but 
acted a fool before a heathen king.  How 
little did this speak of the God of Israel, 
whom had delivered the champion of the 
Philistines into the hand of David!  
 David would eventually return to 
the land, even to Hebron (II Sam. 2:1).  
I do not know the time when he wrote 
this hymn.  I do not know of any original 
music to it.  What I do know is that David 
wrote it upon this occasion.  This was 
the time in which David penned, “I will 
bless the LORD at all times: his praise 
shall continually be in my mouth” (Ps. 
34:1).  
 David says, “I will speak highly of, 
praise, bless the LORD at all times…”  
When we bless the Lord we do not seek 
anything from Him, but to render Him 
more glorious.  Let us do as David.  Let us 
look upon His goodness, His wonderful 
works, and the mercies of God towards 
us that are new every morning (Ps. 107:8; 
Lam. 3:23).  We must focus upon the 
Lord and not upon our circumstances.  

David changed his appearance 
because his heart was changed.  He 
ceased to fear man and began to fear 
and praise the Lord (Ps. 50:23).  May 
we receive instruction from this psalm 
of David and go forth as he did “at all 
times” blessing the Lord.  May we not 
act as a “mad man” to the world bringing 
shame and reproach upon the name of 
Christ, but always setting forth a worthy 
example of the name of Christ.  Maran-
atha. AMEN!

(Continued from page 162) •

The Call of God
the 6th chapter of the Gospel according 
to John, and to read with us our text 
Scriptures again. These two verses, 44 
and 45 will serve as our beginning point 
as we seek to search out “thus saith God” 
(Isa. 42:5) in the matter of those chosen 
and redeemed as being also the called.
 “No man can come to me, except the 
Father which has sent me draw him: 
and I will raise him up at the last day. 
It is written in the prophets, And they 
shall be all taught of God. Every man 

therefore that hath heard, and hath 
learned of the Father, cometh unto me” 
( John 6:44-45).
 It is immediately apparent that 
Jesus speaks of the natural inability of 
depraved man to come to Him. In verse 
44, He speaks as plainly as language can 
speak of this lack of ability. He said, “no 
man can come to me, except the Father 
which hath sent me draw him.”
 In the face of this clear declaration by 
Jesus Christ Himself, depraved, religious 
man has the audacity to lift up his voice 
and say, “but any man can come to Jesus 
anytime he chooses to do so.”
 What a religious sham this is. What 
an ugly and ungodly shame this is. Just 
think. Puny, created worms of the dust 
even dare to say that Jesus lied. And that 
is just what men do. They say that Jesus 
lied about this matter, and insist upon it 
by repeating again and again that man 
can come to Jesus to receive the benefits 
of atonement anytime their depraved 
will desires to do so.
 Just reform your habits, they say. Just 
clean up your conduct, they say. Just turn 
over a new leaf, they say. Just cry and be 
very sorry when you get caught in your 
sins, they say. But what DID Jesus say?
 He said, “No man can come.” Now, 
who is the liar in the matter?
 It is clear then that the ability to come 
does not rest in the sinful creature at all. 
Do not take issue with me now about 
this. It is God’s Word that has said so. It is 
not my word. It is God’s Word. God said, 
“No man can come.”
 Jesus did not leave the matter after 
affirming that man has no ability to 
come to Him. He immediately dealt 
with the matter by also saying, “Except 
the Father which hath sent me draw 
him.” This “except” clearly teaches that 
the Father will intercede and will indeed 
draw him.
 Please notice also in the last phrase 
of verse 44 that Jesus makes a promise 
to “raise him up at the last day.” Does 
our Lord make idle promises that He has 
no intention of keeping? Does He speak 
such words of assurance if He has no 
ability to carry them out?
 Give very careful and serious 
consideration to what I am about to 
say now on this point. It is very, very 
important, and I urge you to hear 
me plainly, and make no mistake in 
understanding.
 First of all, please understand that 
Jesus DID make a plain and clearly 
stated promise to raise up at the last day 
“someone.” Who is that “someone” who 
is to be raised up at the last day? Listen 
carefully. The “someone” is the same as 
the one drawn by the Father; the same 
one “who come to me” in the first phrase 
of verse 44.
 The promise of resurrection is 
based upon coming to Jesus in this life. 
And coming to Jesus is based upon the 
drawing power of God, the Holy Spirit. 

Our dear Lord has never made a promise 
to raise up all men in the last day. In 
the sense of their being raised up to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, and 
to be eternally in His presence. He has 
promised that His people will be raised 
up in this realm, and that none of them 
shall ever perish, nor shall any man pluck 
them out of His hand. Oh, Security! Oh 
the joy of knowing that His people are to 
be forever safe and secure in His keeping.
 To declare that a single one of those 
chosen by the Father and given to the Son 
in the eternal covenant of redemption 
shall one day fall, or fail to come when 
called is to accuse God. Hear this clearly. 
It is to accuse God.
 For a single one of God’s elect to be 
lost, then there must be some failure 
on God’s part. If God promised to raise 
up every one He draws, as He certainly 
did in verse 44, and then fail to do so, it 
would prove Him either to be lacking in 
desire to do so, or, to be lacking in ability 
to do so.
 If you say, “God decided not to raise 
up one,” it accuses Him of changing His 
mind. It declares Him to be mutable 
as is man. The Scriptures plainly teach 
however, that “God changes not” (Mal. 
3:6). “Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with whom 
is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning” ( James 1:17). 
 If you say, “God could not raise up 
one,” then you accuse God of being 
limited in power, or ability to do so. This 
is an open attack upon His omnipotence. 
He is all powerful, and the only saviour 
(Isa. 43:11). 
 I repeat, if God does not raise up 
every one of His own, it is either because 
He would not or, He could not. God 
forbid that man make such an awful 
charge against the Almighty God of the 
universe.
 Have you ever questioned God on 
this matter? Have you ever imagined 
that God is trying His best to save some 
dead, alienated sinner, and the miserable 
sinner just will not let God save him?
 Beloved friend, my God is not trying 
to do anything! He does as He will. 
He has always done as He will. He will 
forever do as He will. He is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever.
 “The king’s heart is in the hand of 
the LORD, as the rivers of water: he 
turneth it whithersoever he will” (Prov. 
21:1).
 “And all the inhabitants of the earth 
are reputed as nothing: and he doeth 
according to his will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth: and none can stay his hand, 
or say unto him, What doest thou” 
(Dan. 4:35).
 “But he is in one mind, and who can 
turn him? and what his soul desireth, 
even that he doeth” ( Job 23:13).
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 “Remember the former things of 
old: for I am God, and there is none 
else; I am God, and there is none 
like me, Declaring the end from the 
beginning, and from ancient times the 
things that are not yet done, saying, 
My counsel shall stand, and I will do 
all my pleasure” (Isa. 46:9-10).
 Verse 45 of the text also presents 
some precious truth on this subject It 
is declared here, “Every one therefore 
that hath heard, and hath learned of 
the Father, cometh unto me.” The last 
phrase, “cometh unto me,” is a continued 
promise that some will come to Jesus. 
Who is this someone? Is it every man of 
Adam’s race? Then who is it?
 First, it cannot be every man of 
Adam’s race. How do I know that to be 
so? Because if every man of Adam’s race 
comes to Jesus, then they all, without 
exception, will be raised up at the last 
day, as verse 44 has just said.
 Is this the case? Certainly not. If it 
were the case, then Luke 16:23 would 
not be true. Remember the rich man in 
Hell? Is he to be raised up at the last day? 
What an absurdity this would be.
 Then those who come to Jesus must 
be someone in particular. Who are they? 
Speculation upon their identity is not 
necessary, for God knows them, and 
has already identified them in verse 45. 
Here He said they are they “that hath 
HEARD, and hath LEARNED of the 
Father” (emph. DT). These are the ones 
that will come, and none besides them 
will ever come, because all that come are 
all that are drawn by the Father.
 Have not all men heard, and learned of 
the Father? Paul answered this question 
in Romans 10:18, when he declared, 
“Have they not heard? Yes verily, their 
sound went into all the earth, and their 
words unto the ends of the world.”
 To hear the sounds of the gospel, or to 
hear with the natural ear does not mean 
that one has heard. Likewise, to have a 
head of intellectual knowledge of the 
things of God does not mean that one 
has learned of the Father. The natural 
man does not receive the things of the 
Spirit of God, so declares I Corinthians 
2:14. Only one who has been made a 
spiritual being can perceive the things of 
God.
 How is it that two may sit side by side 
and hear the preached gospel, and one 
of them hear the good news, and the 
other hear only the uncertain sound of 
human words? How is it? Have you ever 
considered the matter? You may say, “one 
of them wanted to hear, an the other one 
did not.” That sounds good, does it not? 
That sounds as if a man who is dead in 
trespasses and in sins can hear if he wants 
to. But is he not as dead as the other? Are 
there degrees of dead? Dead? Deader? 

Deadest? Both were dead. But one heard, 
Why? How?
 Consider this, When Jesus was 
crucified on Golgotha’s barren hillside, 
there were two malefactors crucified 
along side Him. One on either side, that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled that 
had said, I was “numbered with the 
transgressors.” These two were guilty 
of murder and sedition. Truly, they fully 
deserved the punishment they were 
receiving. One of them admitted that 
they were getting their just dues.
 Now, as two were facing certain death, 
does it make any sense that only one of 
them wanted to hear, or to live? What 
was said that one heard, the other heard 
also. What was seen by one was also 
seen by the other. But only one of them 
said, “Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom.” Why not 
both of them? Why either of them?
 One of the guilty malefactors was 
effectually worked upon in regeneration 
by the Holy Spirit. The irresistible grace 
of  Almighty God was effectively and 
efficiently brought to bear.  He was 
awakened, made alive, given ears to hear 
and eyes to see. He was enabled to see 
Jesus, who He was. He acknowledged 
Him as Lord. In repentance and faith 
(which are fruits of the Spirit) he turned 
to Jesus and said, “Lord, remember me 
when thou comest into thy kingdom.”
 Listen now to the gracious Lord as He 
answers this guilty but repentant sinner 
whom He had just saved. “Verily I say 
unto thee. To day shalt thou be with me 
in paradise” (Luke 23:43). Today! Today 
in paradise with the Lord! Praise God! 
To be in paradise with Him!
 This one heard, and learned of 
the Father, as the Holy Spirit worked 
efficiently. The result is, he came to Jesus 
in repentance and faith which were given 
to him, he came to Jesus. Why? Because 
it was given unto him to believe (Phil. 
1:29). But why not the other? Because 
unto him it was not given. But why? 
“Even so, Father: for lo it seemeth good 
in thy sight.”
 There were no works done that day, 
nor was there any act of baptism of 
water, as some men affirm there must be. 
They can never deal with this repentant 
thief can they? This man was saved by 
the man, Jesus Christ, as are all who are 
or shall be saved.
 Why do two sit side by side and hear 
the message of grace preached, and one 
believe, and the other believe not? For 
the same reason as applied to these two 
thieves. To one it is given. To the other it 
is not given. Oh, the majesty of elective, 
distinguishing, discriminating grace! 
What maketh thee to differ?
 Grace first contrived the way
  To save rebellious man:
 And all the steps that grace display
  Which drew the wondrous plan.

 Grace led my roving feet

  To tread the heavenly road;
 And new supplies each hour I meet
  While pressing on to God.

 Grace all the works shall crown,
  Through everlasting days;
 It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
  And well deserves the praise.
 In conclusion, God’s call is a direct call, 
as shown by Acts 16:14. It is a particular 
call, as shown by Romans 8:30. And it is 
an effective call, as shown by II Samuel 
9:5.
 It is my prayer that you have received 
such a call. May God be pleased to use 
these words to get glory to Himself, and 
to edify and strengthen His dear saints. 
May God bless you all.

quickening and deliverance by power. 
Paul travailed in birth for the Galatians, 
until Christ was formed in them (Gal. 
4:19). To travail is to agonize for their 
salvation; and when a church of Christ 
travails for the conversion of sinners, 
success is certain. But what is necessary 
in order to a person, or rather a people 
travailing for souls?
 1. A vivid sense of the value and 
danger of souls. We must realize that 
every soul is of more value than a world. 
The value of the soul must be kept before 
the mind’s eye, and must lay as a burden 
on the heart. And, realizing the value 
of an immortal soul, we must realize 
its danger; that it hangs over the ever-
burning lake by the brittle thread of life; 
that an accident, a fit, or a stroke, may 
in a moment plunge it into irremediable 
woe; that this is just the state of our 
children, relatives, neighbours, and 
fellow-hearers in the house of God, who 
are in an unconverted state. Beloved, 
have you this vivid sense of the value 
and danger of the souls surrounding 
you; do you look upon your relatives and 
neighbours thus? Or, can you look upon 
them with indifference and unconcern? 
If you realized their danger, and felt as 
you should do, you would wrestle, plead, 
and pray for their conversion; and using 
every means in your power, you would 
mentally exclaim with Esther, “How can 
I endure to see the evil that shall come 
upon my people? or how can I endure to 
see the destruction of my kindred?” Oh! 
the horrors of a soul under everlasting 
punishment! The soul of a dear child, of a 
near relative, of a neighbour; a neglected 
soul, neglected by you, which as it sinks 
under the fierce wrath of God, exclaims, 
“No man cared for my soul” (Ps. 142:4). 
May the Lord give all our Church 
members a vivid sense of the value and 
danger of the soul, which will---
 2. Produce an ardent love to, and 
burning thirst for, their salvation. Love 

is the spring of successful exertion. If 
we love souls, we shall be active for their 
salvation. If we say we love souls, and do 
not sigh and labour for their salvation, 
we lie, and the truth is not in us. If we 
love souls according to their value, we 
shall labour in some proportion to their 
danger. It is because church members do 
not love souls, that they are lifeless, dull, 
inactive, and comparatively useless. If we 
loved souls as we should, there would 
be a burning thirst in the heart for their 
salvation; a thirst which nothing but their 
conversion would allay. And if this was 
felt, felt by every Christian, how lively 
would our prayer-meetings be, and our 
church-meetings would be like heaven 
on earth, for there would constantly be 
“joy over sinners brought to repentance.” 
O for an ardent love to, and burning zeal 
for, the salvation of souls! This would 
lead us, ---
 3. To be willing to do, suffer, or give 
any thing for their salvation. No duty 
would be considered too difficult, or too 
arduous; no sacrifice would be thought 
too great; no demands upon our purse 
too heavy. We should cheerfully give, that 
others may work; suffer, that they may 
be supplied, and, not satisfied to work 
by proxy, we should go forth and use our 
own little talent, expecting the Lord to 
bless. Is it not our one business to please 
God? Should we not in all things aim at 
His glory? And is He not glorified by our 
self-denying efforts, entire consecration 
to His service, and willing contributions 
to His cause? Beloved, what are you 
willing to do, or suffer, or give, for the 
conversion of a soul to God? What do 
you do, suffer, or give? What have you 
done today---this week---this month-
--this year? All you could do?---all you 
profess to do?---all you ought to do? Can 
you reflect without shame? Do you feel 
ashamed without penitence? Can you 
be really penitent without confessing 
your sin before God, and adopting a 
different course of conduct? O, may the 
Holy Spirit lay these inquiries upon your 
heart, and keep them before your minds? 
This will produce, ---
 4. A spirit of prayer---ardent, painful, 
persevering prayer. Ah! it will not do to 
say over our prayers, as we too frequently 
have done; as many of our dear brethren 
at our prayer meetings still do. They pray 
for souls; but do they realize the value 
or danger of souls? Oh, no! If they did, 
their prayers would not be so cold, so 
lifeless, so formal. Would they speak as 
they do, if they were pleading with an 
earthly monarch for the life of a beloved 
child, a valued friend, or a dear wife? No, 
indeed they would not. And yet, what 
comparison is there between the sparing 
of the life of a relative or friend for a few 
days on earth, and the eternal salvation 
of an immortal soul? If, when some 
of our brethren are drawing out their 
winter-day prayers for souls, we were to 
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 “But godliness with contentment is 
great gain” (I Tim. 6:6).
 Americans, by and large, are living 
on the brink of financial collapse. Many 
regularly spend more than they bring 
in. Multitudes have more credit card 
debt than they ever intend to pay back. 
Millions have built up massive debt for 
things they do not need. Logic escapes 
us when we consider that we are the best 
paid society on the planet. Worse yet, 
many if not most believers have fallen 
prey to the same schemes that those of 
this world have.
 Why should we even deal with this in 
a weekly Bible-based article? Well, the 
problem is a spiritual one. Our text verse 
explains plainly that “godliness with 
contentment is great gain.” However, we 
are taught from a young age in America 
not to be content with what we have. 
There is always something better and we 
ought to want it whether it is clothes, 
homes, new cars, or any other item. This 
whole attitude is destroying our financial 
stability from homes to our government. 
 So, what is the real problem? 
The answer is two-fold. First, we as 
Americans (and even as believers, sadly) 
are often not content with the lot we 
have been given by God. In reality, this 
means we do not trust our Heavenly 
Father to supply our needs. Or worse, we 
believe we know more about running our 
lives than He does. Certainly, God has 
promised to supply all our needs (Phil. 
4:19). However, as a good Heavenly 
Father He frequently withholds things 
that we want because He knows what is 
best. However, this can be frustrating to 
us. That makes us as believers little better 
than a spoiled brat child. 
 The second problem can be traced all 
the way to the root of the financial crisis 
in America. Frankly, we are a covetous 
society. Webster’s 1828 Dictionary 
defines “covetous” as “very desirous; 
eager to obtain”. Covetous is a great sin 
in God’s sight. Paul says that covetous 
people will not inherit the kingdom of 
God (I Cor. 6:10). Worse yet, he declares 
that covetousness is equated with 
idolatry in Colossians 3:5. Most of us 

can easily recognize sins like immorality, 
drunkenness and drug abuse. But, what 
worse sin can there be than idolatry? 
Certainly, this sheds a different light on 
the sin of covetousness.
 Children of God, American human-
ism and covetousness are working against 
your faith. Many of us have gotten 
ourselves in a financial bind because of 
our own refusal to follow God’s truths. 
Obviously, this means we have fallen 
prey to the temptations of this world. 
Let us commit this moment to follow 
the instructions of God’s Word so that 
we may have time to serve Him as we 
should.

shout, “Brother, souls are of more value 
than a world, they are perishing, hell 
from beneath is moved to receive them, 
but “the effectual, fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much” ( James 
5:16), would they not be startled?---must 
they not feel reproved; yea, condemned? 
Dear brethren, do we agonize at a throne 
of grace for souls? Are our prayers the 
ardent longings and vigorous desires of 
our minds? Does not our language and 
manner upon all other subjects exhibit 
the state and the feelings of the mind 
upon the subject? But what does your 
language, your manner, when praying for 
souls evince? Does it not say, the man is 
not sincere? He does not feel the value of 
the soul! He does not perceive its danger! 
He knows nothing of the meaning of Jude, 
“Others save with fear, pulling them 
out of the fire” ( Jude 1:23). If you were 
about to pull a child out of a literal fire, 
would there be that dull, drowsy, slow-
paced manner? And if there was, should 
we not condemn you as unfeeling and 
inhuman? And is it only upon subjects 
of undying interest, upon subjects of 
everlasting importance, that we are to 
be lifeless and deficient in energy? Oh, 
beloved, let us take shame and confusion 
of face to ourselves, that our prayers have 
been so few, so lifeless, so faithless, upon 
so solemn, so important a subject! Let us 
search and try our ways, and turn again 
to the Lord. Let us endeavour to realize 
the value and the danger of souls; and 
persevere in prayer for their conversion.
 5. Depending on Jesus and His Word, 
looking for the promised Spirit, with 
feelings similar to those of Rachel when 
she cried, “Give me children, or else I 
die” (Gen. 30:1). For, however earnest 
souls may be in the work, or however 
fervent our prayers at the throne, our 
dependence must be placed on Jesus, 
and on Jesus only. The “residue of the 
Spirit” (Mal. 2:15) is with him. He has 
“received of the Father the promise 
of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:33). But, 
depending on Jesus, we cannot fail; His 

business as Mediator is to save souls, He 
came to save, He lives to save; and He 
has promised the Holy Spirit “to them 
that ask him” (Luke 11:13). The object 
we have in view is salvation; the agent 
who washes, sanctifies, and justified, is 
the Holy Spirit; the giver of the Spirit 
is Jesus; and the promise of the Spirit is 
made to prayer. Thus we should pray for 
the Spirit, depending on the Lord Jesus, 
and disappointment is impossible. But we 
must ask as if we desired, as if we really 
meant what we say; and not mumble 
out a few dry mouldy petitions, which 
have been repeated a thousand times 
without either feeling or fervour. O for 
that yearning over souls which Jesus felt 
when “he beheld the city, and wept over 
it” (Luke 19:41)! that intense desire that 
Paul felt when he exclaimed, “Brethren, 
my heart’s desire and prayer to God 
for Israel is, that they might be saved” 
(Rom. 10:1)! O for such feelings in the 
pulpit, and in the pew, and then, ---
 6. There will be “union” between the 
preacher and people; union of motive, 
purpose, effort; union for the very 
purpose of increase, of increase because 
God has promised it. Zion cannot travail 
except there is a close, sensible, active 
union between minister and people; 
unless the love of Christ influence and 
constrain them: unless the conversion of 
souls be the object nearest their hearts; 
unless they unite their efforts for this 
desirable end. When the warm, inspiring 
petitions of the preacher in the pulpit, 
or the brother in the prayer meeting, 
find a response in every heart, and are 
sent up to Heaven as the united desire 
of the whole body, we may expect that 
God will fulfill His word, “If two of you 
shall agree touching anything to ask it 
of the Father, it shall be done.” Union is 
strength---union in prayer---union in 
purpose---union in effort---union of 
determination. O may Zion soon “look 
forth as the morning, fair as the moon, 
clear as the sun, terrible as an army with 
banners!” going forth against sin, and for 
the “immediate” conversion of sinners, 
with, ---
 7. A deep anxiety that God may be 
glorified in the conversion of many souls. 
We talk much and often of the glory of 
God, but what is it glorifies Him? Is it 
not the sinner crying for mercy? the rebel 
suing for peace? the heart submitting 
to the righteousness of God? Is He not 
glorified when His people sympathize 
with Him as the insulted Lawgiver and 
the gracious God? ---when they testify 
against sin, and to sinners? ---when the 
daily anxiety of the soul is, how can I be 
useful in “destroying the works of the 
devil?” how can I be instrumental in 
bringing souls to Jesus? Beloved, Zion 
will not be “a praise in the whole earth” 
until she travails; nor will she travail 
until her members have a vivid sense of 
the value and danger of souls; an ardent 
longing and burning thirst for their   • (Continued on page 166)

salvation; a readiness to do or to suffer, 
or give anything that is required for their 
conversion; a spirit of earnest, painful, 
persevering prayer; a dependence on 
Jesus and His Word, looking for the 
promised Spirit, exclaiming, “make 
me useful to sinners, or I die!” Until 
there is a union of motive, purpose, and 
effort between preachers and people; a 
union for the very purpose of increase, 
of increase because God has promised 
it; and a deep anxiety that God may be 
glorified in the conversion of many souls. 
But when this is the case we shall see 
glorious days: for “the arm of the Lord 
is not shortened, that it cannot save;” 
“the Spirit of the Lord is not straitened,” 
the low state of the Church is not His 
doing; but it is owing to our carnality, 
unbelief, dissensions, self-dependence, 
and distance from God, Who is saying, 
“Awake, awake, O Zion; put on thy 
beautiful garments” etc. But now let us 
consider, ---
 Secondly, Zion’s deliverance, or 
success. “As soon as Zion travailed, she 
brought forth her children” (Isa. 66:8). 
The Lord has promised in His Word that 
He will convert souls, establish saints, 
and beautify His church (Ezek. 36:25-
36); but He adds, “Thus saith the Lord 
GOD, I will yet for this be inquired of 
by the house of Israel, to do it for them; 
I will increase them with men like a 
flock. As the holy flock, as the flock of 
Jerusalem in her solemn feasts” (Ezek. 
36:37-38). He will increase them as the 
flock which appeared at the temple at 
the solemn feasts, when all the males 
appeared before the Lord, and every one 
brought his offering. He is faithful to 
His Word, He cannot deny Himself. He 
will hear prayer, approve of our desires, 
answer our requests, and fulfill His Word. 
Prayer cannot be in vain, believing effort 
will be crowned with success. The text 
was fulfilled at Pentecost---again in the 
house of Cornelius---again at the revivals 
in Scotland, London, and elsewhere. 
Zion will bring forth whenever Zion 
travails. And what will be the result? 
Joy to the church; employment for 
the church; praise ascending from the 
church; honour put upon the church.
 Well, dear friends, How is it with you? 
Are you travailing in birth for souls? Were 
you ever the means of converting one 
soul? Can you be satisfied without? Do 
you believe that prayer founded on the 
promises must prevail? Are you putting 
up such prayer? What says your closet? 
your family altar? the prayer meeting? 
Do you “draw near to God” (Ps. 73:28) 
on this subject “with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith” (Heb. 10:22) as Paul 
directs? Do you “ask in faith, nothing 
doubting,” as James exhorts? Can you 
look back on the past with satisfaction? 
Are you not verily guilty concerning 
poor sinners, in that you knew the value 
and danger of their souls, and yet have 
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been at ease, allowing them to go to Hell 
under your own eye, without a heartfelt 
prayer, a solemn warning, or one single 
well-directed effort to bring them to 
Jesus? Can you be satisfied that things 
should go on as they have done, “every 
one seeking their own, and not the things 
which are Jesus Christ’s?” O that your 
consciences may be aroused, and may a 
voice, still and powerful, awaken every 
faculty of your souls, and stir you up to 
duty, until you can honestly and heartily 
say, as your Master did, “My meat is to 
do the will of him that sent me, and 
to finish his work” ( John 4:34). Then 
“the wilderness and solitary place will be 
glad for you, and the desert rejoice and 
blossom as the rose.” “Then shall the 
earth yield her increase, and God, even 
our own God shall bless us” (Ps. 67:6), 
God shall bless us, and all the ends of the 
earth shall fear Him.

Oh for the all-reviving grace,
 The quickening power divine,
This deadness from our souls to chase,
 But chiefly, Lord, from mine!

We, the dear people of thy love,
 Why cleave we to the dust;
Neglect our glorious hopes above,
 And trifle with our trust.

Thy nature, and thy law, we know,
 Severely righteous still;
And yet how slothful, and how slow
 Our progress in thy will!

We tread the very edge of doom,
 And worlds of woe or bliss
O’erhang the other side our tomb;
 And yet we sport on this.

Almighty Spirit! ere thou make
 The long-dead world alive,
The living church from slumber wake
 Thy work in us revive.

 (Streams in the Desert, 1849).

experiencing persecution because of 
their devotion to God and to His truth.  
Many went before us.  The Book of Job 
is thought by many to be the oldest Bible 
book, written before the time of Moses 
and long before the Lord established His 
church.  In it Job speaks to his “friends” 
saying, “Why do ye persecute me as God, 
and are not satisfied with my flesh?” 
( Job 19:22).  If we are correct about the 
era in which Job lived, this would be the 
oldest reference to persecution that we 
have in the Bible.  The Psalmist cried 
out, “O LORD my God, in thee do I 
put my trust: save me from all them 
that persecute me, and deliver me” in 
Psalm 7:1.  No doubt this has been and 
continues to be the heart-cry of God’s 
children whenever persecuted.  Our 
Lord Jesus instructed His followers how 
to react when persecuted.  In Matthew 
5:11, 12 He said, “Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of 
evil against you falsely, for my sake.  
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven: for so 
persecuted they the prophets which 
were before you.”    Merriam-Webster 
says that revile means to subject to verbal 
abuse.  If we are following God’s Book, 
we can expect to be reviled and to have 
all manner of evil falsely attributed to 
us.  While enduring persecution may not 
bring happiness to us, we are instructed 
to be joyful in it.  Jesus said this kind of 
persecution puts us in good company 
because “they” also persecuted the Old 
Testament prophets this way.  Notice 
it is the “they” who do the persecuting.  
Stephen, in his powerful sermon before 
the Jewish leadership spoke of this 
persecution of God’s prophets, saying: 
“Which of the prophets have not 
your fathers persecuted? and they 
have slain them which shewed before 
of the coming of the Just One; of 
whom ye have been now the betrayers 
and murderers” (Acts 7:52).  Notice 
the use of the word “they” once again 
here.  Further instructions from our 
Lord included these words in Matthew 
5:44: “But I say unto you, Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you.”  Again the 
Lord Jesus said, “Remember the word 
that I said unto you, The servant is 
not greater than his lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will also persecute 
you; if they have kept my saying, they 
will keep yours also” (John 15:20).  
Notice again that it is the “they” who do 
the persecuting.  True followers of the 
Lamb should expect nothing less than 
the same treatment that was heaped 
upon the reviled, lied against, persecuted 

and slain Lamb Himself.  In 2 Timothy 
3:12 Paul warned us with these words: 
“Yea, and all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”  
Let us always remember, “It is enough 
for the disciple that he be as his master, 
and the servant as his lord. If they 
have called the master of the house 
Beelzebub, how much more shall they 
call them of his household?” (Matthew 
20:25).  Again a fourth time I call your 
attention to the “they” who persecute.  
The use of the word “they” puts them in a 
different category from those persecuted.  
“They” are an identifiable group.  Many 
religious groups have been and continue 
to be persecuted, and while we deplore 
this, our concern in this article is with 
the true followers of the Lamb who are 
members of sound Baptist congregations.  
We dare not speak of all who claim the 
name Baptist or who have been called 
Baptists as true followers of the Lamb.  
Among those so named there have been 
both heretics and apostates just as there 
are today.  
 And so we come to our title and point 
of this article: Who Persecutes Whom?  
I have called your attention four times 
to the “they” who persecute.  “They” are 
a different people from those persecuted.   
The people persecuted are the “Whom.”  
The persecutors are the “Who.”  But who 
are “they?”  Are they simply misguided 
Christians?  By that I mean do the true 
children of God persecute other true 
children of God?  Some would have us 
think so.  Today many called Baptists 
are in love with the Reformers.  Some of 
this sort even call themselves “Reformed 
Baptists.”  Some boast of their Calvinism 
and speak of John Calvin as if he were a 
great saint of God.  Some denominated 
Baptist admire certain Roman Catholics 
such as Augustine.  Others among the 
Baptists claim affinity with the Puritans.  
This writer knows a Baptist preacher 
who established a Bible college and was 
so enamored with John Wesley that he 
named his school after that Anglican 
minister – for the Wesley brothers lived 
and died in the Church of England.  Not 
only were these churches involved in the 
active persecution of Baptists, all these 
preached a false gospel of water-salvation.  
They “baptized” babies and taught (and 
still teach) that their sprinkling of a little 
water on an unbelieving child saves that 
child and makes it a member of their 
church.  We live in a time when truth is 
mixed with error and both Protestant 
and Catholic ideas are mixed with 
the Baptists.  Where shall we go for an 
answer to the question “Who Persecutes 
Whom?”  Where can we learn just who 
the “they” are?  We shall not appeal to 
history, biographies or human reason.  
Rather, we have learned to flee to 
God’s Book for answers to perplexing 
questions.  It is in that Holy Volume God 
has told us all we need to know about 
salvation and godly living.  And what 

do we find on this subject?  Must we 
delve into deep theological reasoning?   
No!  The Lord Jesus Himself gave us 
the answer to this question in plain and 
clear words.  He told us “Who” does the 
persecuting.  He told us who the “they” 
are in “If they have persecuted me, 
they will also persecute you…”  Here 
are the words of our Lord:  “Remember 
the word that I said unto you, The 
servant is not greater than his lord. If 
they have persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you; if they have kept my 
saying, they will keep yours also.  But 
all these things will they do unto you 
for my name’s sake, because they know 
not him that sent me” ( John 15:20, 
21).  There is a clear distinction between 
persecutors and those persecuted.  There 
is a clear distinction between revilers and 
those reviled.  There is a clear distinction 
between those who falsely accuse and 
those falsely accused.  Jesus said in our 
last quoted text, “…all these things will 
they do unto you for my name’s sake, 
because they know not him that sent 
me.”  You may admire the intellects 
and writing skills of great Protestants, 
Puritans and Catholics, but if they, like 
Calvin and others among them are or 
were persecutors of the followers of the 
Lamb, “they know not him that sent me.”  
This preacher did not say that: Christ 
Himself said that!  If you wish, you may 
identify yourself with the Reformers, 
but among their leadership were 
persecutors of our Baptist forefathers.  If 
our Baptist forefathers loved the truth, 
their persecutors did not even though 
they may have given mental assent to 
some truth.  Intellectually they may 
have been doctrinally correct.  An old 
preacher once said, “A false prophet can 
be gun-barrel-straight and just as empty.”  
What a trick of the devil!  Is it possible 
that the devil would be behind men 
who were/are gun-barrel-straight on 
sovereign grace but who teach a false way 
of salvation – baptismal regeneration?  
An intellectual apprehension of truth 
does not necessarily in itself guarantee 
regeneration.  We must not doubt or 
deny the words of our Lord: those who 
persecute the Lord’s people do not know 
the Father!    
 Years ago I came across these words.  
I admired them greatly as a concise 
history of the treatment of dissenters 
at the hands of both the Harlot and 
her Harlot-daughters.  So greatly did 
I admire them that I wrote them on a 
flyleaf of my Bible.  Briefly they tell the 
truth about persecutors.  Consider the 
import of these words, please: “With the 
Catholics it was the Mass or the musket: 
The full sacraments of the church or 
torture, gibbets and flames – Conformity 
or death.  With the Church of England it 
was the prayer book or the prison: The 
whole service of her Rubric or the severest 
penalties of her laws – Submission or 
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Smithfield.  With the Puritans it was the 
meeting-house-worship or the custody of 
the jailer: Parish rates or stakes, stripes 
and confiscations – The seal of the 
covenant or the statute of exile.”  (History 
of the Puritans, Dr. Colts).   (Smithfield 
in the above quotation refers to the place 
now in central London where Baptists 
and others were burned at the stake.)  
This is an excellent and very concise 
summary of the persecutions inflicted 
by Catholics, Anglicans and Puritans 
wherever they have been in power.  And 
shall we call the men brethren who were 
part and party to such persecution?  Dare 
we think that our Baptist forefathers who 
suffered at the hands of the men who led 
these groups called them brethren?   Do 
you think they thought of them as simply 
misguided fellow followers of the Lamb?  
And shall we, their children, identify 
ourselves with their persecutors?  They 
may have held to some truth, but if they 
subjected others to persecution in its 
various forms, we have no Bible authority 
to think of them as genuine Christians.  
Those who persecute do not follow the 
Lamb!  Those who persecuted Christ’s 
followers were then unregenerate and 
unconverted regardless of their doctrinal 
soundness in certain areas of theology.  
Sadly, there does not seem to be historical 
evidence that these men ever experienced 
godly sorrow, repentance and evangelical 
faith after their despicable persecution of 
God’s children.  
 “Who Persecutes Whom?”  Paul 
persecuted the true children of God, 
but did so before he was converted.  His 
testimony in this matter is found in 1 
Timothy 1:13 in these words: “Who was 
before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, 
and injurious: but I obtained mercy, 
because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.”  
In this testimony we find further 
support for the principle that those who 
persecute do so because they do not 
know the Father.  Again, the Holy Spirit 
through Paul teaches us just who the 
“they” is: “they” are the ones that do the 
persecuting and they are unregenerate.  
In Galatians 4:29 Paul wrote: “Now we, 
brethren, as Isaac was, are the children 
of promise.  But as then he that was 
born after the flesh persecuted him that 
was born after the Spirit, even so it is 
now.”  Who are the “they” who persecute?  
They are in the same crowd as Ishmael 
who “was born after the flesh.”  You may 
call persecutors your brothers in Christ if 
you wish, but you do so at your own peril 
for the Bible clearly teaches otherwise.  
Finally, consider the words of Paul in 
closing: “And have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them.” (Ephesians 5:11).

 From the Pen of a Country Preacher
Milburn R. Cockrell

(1941 - 2002)

The Fulness of Christ
 “For it pleased the Father that in 
him should all fulness dwell” (Col. 
1:19).
 In the preceding verses of this epistle 
the apostle has asserted the deity of 
Christ as an essential qualification for 
the discharge of his mediatorial office. 
As the Mediator of the New Covenant, 
Jesus Christ has all power and all 
authority as to creation, providence, and 
redemption. It was the Father’s good 
pleasure that all the plenitude of Divine 
power, authority, knowledge, wisdom, 
holiness, justice, mercy, truth, and grace 
should permanently abide in Him.
CHRIST, THE FULLNESS OF GOD

 Later in the Book of Colossians Paul 
writes: “For in him dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 
2:9). This verse can mean no less than 
that the totality of Divine perfection 
resides in Jesus Christ, the God-man. 
The fullness of the Godhead is that which 
makes deity complete. The completeness 
of God dwells bodily in Christ. Paul does 
not say, “in a body,” for the Godhead 
cannot be confined to any limit of space. 
The apostle means that the Godhead has 
a bodily manifestation in Christ.
 There is not a portion of God in 
Christ; nor merely some of God’s gifts 
and graces, but the whole Godhead. The 
original signifies that by which a thing 
is filled, completed, or made perfect. 
All the perfections of deity, everything 
which renders Divine nature complete, 
is found in Christ. The Bible ascribes 
eternity (Micah 5:2), omnipotence 
(Matt. 28:19-20), omniscience (Rev. 
2:23), omnipresence (Matt. 18:20), 
and immutability (Heb. 1:10-12) to 
Christ. Hence it is seen that all the 
Divine nature and perfections of God 
are found in our Savior. The language in 
Colossians 2:9 cannot mean anything 
less. If one perfection were not present 
there would be something wanting. This 
would be destructive to the fullness of 
the Godhead.
 In the Old Testament God dwelt 
between the cherubim in a cloud which 
covered the mercy-seat. There God 
only had a temporary residence. Now 
the fullness of the Godhead dwells in 
Christ, not figurative, but really. Christ 
is the true tabernacle, or house, in which 
God permanently resides. In Christ we 
see God “manifest in the flesh” (I Tim. 
3:16). Truly, He is Emmanuel, or “God 
with us” (Matt. 1:23).
 In Christ alone can God be found. If 
we wish to find anyone we must go to his 

house. Since the 
whole Godhead 
resides in Christ, 
we must go to 
Christ to find God and to see God. Jesus 
said: “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me” ( John 14:6). Men may see 
God in nature and in providence, or even 
in the Bible, but they will not find Him 
till they come to Christ. In Christ alone 
do we see the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily.

THE MEDIATOR’S FULLNESS
 As I have just stated, Jesus Christ is 
the fullness of God, and that fullness 
does not depend upon the Father’s good 
will and pleasure. This, Christ possesses 
because He naturally and necessarily 
enjoys the same undivided nature and 
essence with the Father and the Spirit. 
But I do not believe that the fullness of 
Christ in Colossians 1:19 is the fullness of 
Colossians 2:9. The fullness of Colossians 
1:19 is to be understood of Christ’s 
fullness of fitness as the Mediator to 
perform the work of redemption. This is 
owing to the Father’s good pleasure and 
in harmony with the Divine counsel.
 My text implies that Christ as the 
Mediator has all the fullness of the New 
Covenant blessings of righteousness, 
grace, comfort, redemption, justification, 
sanctification, and glory lodged in Him. 
As man He could offer a sacrifice to 
God and give satisfaction in the nature 
which had sinned, a satisfaction which 
the justice and law of God demanded. 
Being God, as well as man, there was and 
still is sufficient virtue in all He did and 
suffered to answer all the legal demands 
of the Divine government, to secure the 
salvation of the elect, and to vindicate the 
righteousness of God. “For verily he took 
not on him the nature of angels; but 
he took on him the seed of Abraham. 
Wherefore in all things it behoved him 
to be made like unto his brethren, that 
he might be a merciful and faithful high 
priest in things pertaining to God, to 
make reconciliation for the sins of the 
people” (Heb. 2:16-17).
 In John 3:34 the Baptist said of Christ: 
“. . .for God giveth not the Spirit by 
measure unto him.” What a statement! 
The most eminent prophet and apostle 
were given the Spirit by measure, but 
Jesus Christ received infinite fullness 
of the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:38). The 
Spirit would have been given to Him 
by measure if He were merely a mortal. 
But He was given an illimitable supply 

of Spirit because in Divine essence He 
and the Spirit are one and undivided. 
Being much more than a Spirit-filled 
prophet or preacher, Jesus Christ has an 
immeasurable unction from the Holy 
One.

A FULLNESS OF GRACE
 In Christ there is a fullness of grace. 
In John 1:14 it is written: “And the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth.” Christ is full of grace in 
a twofold sense.
 First, there is a fullness of grace of 
Himself and for Himself. This was seen 
and known when He dwelt among men. 
In the Old Testament the two essential 
features of the character of God were 
grace and truth (Ex. 34:6). Grace in the 
absolute sense is found only in God, for 
Peter speaks of “the God of all grace” (I 
Pet. 5:10). The word grace signifies both 
the graciousness which bestows the favor 
and the actual favor bestowed. These 
things are inseparable in the Divine 
Being, for God would not regard anyone 
with favor without bestowing upon them 
abundant proof of His favor. Seeing that 
Christ is personally full of grace, He 
must be the God of all grace, and as the 
Mediator, God the Father has filled Him 
with grace and truth. In Christ resides 
the entire riches of God’s redeeming love 
to sinners.
 How glorious the truth! In Jesus 
Christ is a fullness of grace for His people. 
There was “grace, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began” 
(II Tim. 1:9). Our entire salvation is 
owing to the grace of God. The making 
of the covenant and the choice of Christ 
as the Mediator was the work of God’s 
sovereign grace. There was not only a 
promise of grace in eternity, but there 
was a donation of it to the elect. While 
the elect did not personally exist, yet 
Christ their covenant Head did exist. In 
eternity past grace was given Christ for 
them and to them in Him. God’s eternal 
purpose is that all the elect should 
“receive abundance of grace. . .by one, 
Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:17).
 Jesus Christ is represented in the 
Bible as the fountain of all grace. John 
tells us that “grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ” ( John 1:17). In this 
fountain there is a fullness of pardoning 
grace. The forgiveness of sins is one of 
the greatest blessings of the Covenant 
of Redemption. “In that day there shall 
be a fountain opened to the house 
of David and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness” 
(Zech. 13:1). The Lord says in the New 
Covenant: “For I will be merciful to 
their unrighteousness, and their sins 
and their iniquities will I remember 
no more” (Heb. 8:12). “In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
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riches of his grace” (Eph. 1:7).
 In our Covenant Head there is a 
fullness of justifying grace. “Being 
justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 
Whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past, through 
the forbearance of God; To declare, 
I say, at this time his righteousness: 
that he might be just, and the justifier 
of him which believeth in Jesus” (Rom. 
3:24-26). As the righteous Mediator, 
Christ justified many by bearing their 
iniquities (Isa. 53:11; Acts 13:39).
 There is also in Christ a fullness of 
adopting grace. In Galatians 4:4-6 it is 
written: “But when the fulness of time 
was come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, 
To redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption 
of sons. And because ye are sons, God 
hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son 
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.”
 In our covenant Head there is also 
a fullness of sanctifying grace. “By the 
which will we are sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all” (Heb. 10:10). “For by one 
offering he hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified” (Heb. 10:14). 
“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who 
of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption” (I Cor. 1:30).
 In Jesus Christ there is a supply of grace 
for every purpose and for every season. 
Our Redeemer has said: “My grace is 
sufficient for thee” (II Cor. 12:9). The 
apostle declared: “But my God shall 
supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
4:19). If you have already rejoiced in the 
grace given to you (Rom. 12:3), keep on 
rejoicing, for “he giveth more grace” 
( Jas. 4:6). Yea, our Mediator gives us 
grace to receive grace. John said: “Grace 
for grace” ( John 1:16).

HIS RELATIVE FULLNESS
 In the Book of Ephesians the church 
is said to have the relative fullness of 
Christ: “And hath put all things under 
his feet, and gave him to be the head 
over all things to the church, Which is 
his body, the fulness of him that filleth 
all in all” (Eph. 1:22-23). The New 
Testament church is the receptacle of 
Christ’s communicated plenitude of gifts 
and graces. In a sense the Head must fill 
His body. The Redeemer is not complete 
in His meditorial character without 
His ransomed church. He deems the 
preservation and perpetuity of the 
church essential to His own fullness of 
glory. He fills her with His ordinances 
and His gracious presence (Matt. 18:20; 

28:20; I Cor. 3:16-17).
 The fullness of Christ is inherent, but 
this fullness is not so with His church. 
The church has His fullness by His 
impartation of it to her in virtue of her 
union to Him. It is the business of the 
church to be the full manifestation of 
Jesus Christ to the world. She is to be a 
constant revelation of His Divine life 
in human form. It is the duty of every 
church member to make sure “that 
the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our body” (II Cor. 4:10). 
Christ must live in us (Gal. 2:20), and 
we ought to be able to say: “For to me to 
live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21). Christ is the 
fullness of the Godhead, and the church 
must represent Christ before the world. 
When people see your church do they 
see Christ, the fullness of God? Or, do 
they see a false witness before God?
 The fullness of Christ is not confined to 
certain spiritual men and excluded from 
the lesser spiritual men as the Gnostics 
taught. All believers at large have received 
the fullness of grace in Christ. Listen 
carefully to the words in John 1:14 and 
16. In verse 14 we are told that the Word 
is “full of grace and truth.” Then in verse 
16 we read: “And of his fulness have all 
we received, and grace for grace.” In 
what sense have all believers received of 
His fullness? The fullness of the Godhead 
is incommunicable, and so is His fullness 
of fitness as the Mediator. Evidently, in 
John 1:16 the meaning is the fullness of 
His grace. We receive according to our 
capacities from the fullness of His grace.
 Christ is the fountain of all grace and 
truth, but He does not retain within 
Himself the riches of grace. Further, 
He overflows with it to others while 
remaining full of grace. Mark the words: 
“Of his fulness have all we received.” 
Glorious thought! From Jesus Christ we 
have received an abundant supply of all 
the saving grace we need. This has come 
to us out of the full store of that which 
resides in Him for His people. All who 
have been saved have received of Christ’s 
fullness of grace, and all other sources of 
fullness are excluded.
 This excludes proud boasting, for we 
have nothing of our own but what we 
have received. We have nothing of our 
own but sin, folly, weakness, and misery. 
None ever has, or ever will, have anything 
from God except through Christ. All 
spiritual blessings are communicated 
through the eternal Word (Eph. 1:3). 

They come to us either in consequence 
of His covenant engagements, or from 
the work of redemption which He 
accomplished on earth. From Christ, the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily, fallen 
sinners receive all that renders them holy 
and happy.
THE NATURE AND PROPERTIES 

OF HIS FULLNESS
 First, it is a very ancient fullness. In 
eternity past Jesus Christ was “in the 
form of God” and “equal with God” 
(Phil. 2:6). He had a glory with the Father 
“before the world was” ( John 17:5). The 
Father foreordained Him to redeem us 
with His blood (I Pet. 1:19-20) and by 
being a propitiation for our sins (Rom. 
3:25). All of the elect were chosen in 
Christ “before the foundation of the 
world” (Eph. 1:4), and they were given 
saving grace in Christ “before the world 
began” (II Tim. 1:9). Our covenant Head 
is “the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world” (Rev. 13:8).
 Second, it is a rich fullness. Ephesians 
3:8 speaks of “the unsearchable riches 
of Christ,” and Ephesians 1:7 of “the 
riches of his grace,” and Ephesians 
2:7 of “the exceeding riches of his 
grace.” Patriarchs, prophets, priests, 
and psalmists attempted to describe 
the fullness of Christ’s riches in the old 
dispensation. Ministers and missionaries 
made their attempt in the New 
Testament days. God’s people have often 
dwelt upon this theme, but none can 
adequately describe “the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (II Cor. 8:9). Paul so 
well said: “Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him” 
(I Cor. 2:9).
 Third, this fullness is inexhaustible. 
Earthly sources of wealth will fail. The 
increasing demands of mankind will 
ultimately drain and dry up all earthly 
springs. But the fullness of Christ will 
never fail. Hebrews 13:8 says: “Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, and to day, 
and for ever.” The fullness of Christ is 
never diminished by supplying others, 
for He remains in the sameness of 
perfection. This fullness delighted the 
saints thousands of yeas ago; it does 
today; it will to the end of time.

FILLED WITH HIS FULLNESS
 The last part of Ephesians chapter 3 is 
a prayer of Paul for the Ephesian church. 
In this prayer the apostle prays that they 

“might be filled with all the fulness of 
God” (3:19). What an expression! How 
great and glorious are these words! We 
must not make too little or too much 
of these words. They cannot mean that 
Paul wanted the Ephesians to receive the 
fullness of God’s divine perfections, nor 
the fullness of grace, which resides only 
in Christ.
 Then what does it mean? It means he 
wanted them to be filled with heavenly 
knowledge and the Holy Spirit; it means 
he wanted them to be filled with the 
divine power, grace, light, love, and joy. 
He wanted these things to wholly occupy 
their hearts and consume their time. 
He wanted their ability to receive to be 
enlarged so as to receive more and more 
of these things till they “be filled with all 
the fulness of God.” He wanted them to 
be filled with the manifestation of God’s 
presence  like the tabernacle and temple 
were in the Old Testament. Are you 
filled with all the fullness of God? What 
do we really know about the fullness of 
God?

CONCLUSION
 The Lord God has laid up in Christ a 
rich and full treasure of grace to supply 
our needs continually. “It pleased the 
Father that in him should all fulness 
dwell.” It pleased the Father to make 
Christ the medium of communication 
of all grace to His people. This fullness 
was given Christ that He might 
communicate it to believers. Because this 
fullness is in Christ, believers receive it 
because we are in union with Christ. Oh, 
let us frequently draw a supply of this 
marvelous and matchless grace!
 Though there is an abundance of sin 
and guilt in us, yet there is an abundance 
of grace and mercy in Christ to remove 
it. Don’t despair! Don’t give up! Though 
sin abounds in your life, God’s grace 
super-abounds  much more. “Moreover 
the law entered, that the offence might 
abound. But where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound: That as sin 
hath reigned unto death, even so might 
grace reign through righteousness unto 
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Rom. 5:20-21). Behold the amazing love 
of God! It pleased Him to place in Christ 
such a fullness for vile sinners.
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be based upon the foundation of solid 
doctrine. Doctrine and practice are 
inseparably linked together and should 
never be severed if a proper balance in 
the Christian life is to be maintained.

THE MIND OF CHRIST (V. 5)
 “Let this mind be in you, which was 
also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5).
 1. Paul exhorts the saints at Philippi to 
emulate the mind of Jesus Christ whose 
life was marked by humility and selfless 
service on behalf of others. Jesus Himself 
declared: “And whosoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your servant: 
Even as the Son of man came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many” 
(Matt. 20:27-28). A careful examination 
of the life of Jesus Christ will reveal that 
He thought only of God’s glory and the 
good of others with no thought for His 
own personal interest.
 2. Those who profess to be followers 
of Jesus should desire to emulate His 
perfect example of humility and service. 
If we are to wear the name Christian, and 
march under the blood stained banner 
of the cross we should desire to have 
the mind of Christ. Rather than seeking 
our own personal gratification and self 
interest, we must live for the glory of 
God and the good of others even as our 
great Saviour did.

THE DEITY AND HUMANITY
OF CHRIST (vv. 6-8)

 “Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God: But made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men: And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:6-8).
 1. This passage of Scripture is perhaps 
one of the most clear and concise 
declarations of the unity of Christ’s Deity 
and humanity. Parallel passages dealing 
with the same subject are found in John 
1:1-4; Colossians 1:13-20; and Hebrews 
1:1-14. In each of these passages of 
Scripture, Jesus is set forth as the eternal 
Son of God possessing the Deity essential 
to the Divine person, as well as a real 
man possessing humanity. Jesus Christ is 
shown to be the God-man, the only person 
in all the universe capable of bringing 
sinful man into a right relationship with 
a Holy God through His sinless life and 
perfect sacrifice. The unity of the Divine 
nature with human nature in the person 
of Jesus Christ is perhaps one of the 
greatest, most awe-inspiring mysteries in 
all of the Word of God. I Timothy 3:16 
declares: “And without controversy 
great is the mystery of godliness: God 
was manifest in the flesh, justified in 
the Spirit, seen of angels, preached 

unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, received up into glory.”
 2. Jesus, as the eternally begotten Son 
of God, has a Divine nature, being one 
with the Father and possessing the same 
Deity and essence. When the Scripture 
declares that Christ was “in the form 
of God” it means that He has eternally 
existed and has always been essentially 
one with God. This truth is also set 
forth in John 1:1 which declares: “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.” 
Hebrews 1:3 likewise declares Jesus as: “. 
. .being the brightness of his glory, and 
the express image of his person. . .”, 
meaning that Christ possesses the glory 
of the Father and is the manifestation of 
the Godhead. Colossians 2:9 states: “For 
in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily.”
 3. Because Christ has the same eternal 
nature and essence as God, He “thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God”, 
meaning that Jesus came declaring His 
oneness and equality with the Father. 
Jesus did not think it to be a crime for 
Him to declare His equality and oneness 
with the Father. Christ plainly said: “I 
and my Father are one” ( John 10:30). 
The Jews who heard Him make such a 
claim knew that He was in fact declaring 
Himself to be equal with God as John 
10:33 states: “The Jews answered him, 
saying, For a good work we stone thee 
not; but for blasphemy; and because 
that thou, being a man, makest thyself 
God.” Earlier the Jews had sought to kill 
Jesus for the same reason as John 5:18 
declares: “Therefore the Jews sought 
the more to kill him, because he not 
only had broken the sabbath, but said 
also that God was his Father, making 
himself equal with God.” Later Jesus 
expressed His Deity and equality to 
Philip when He said: “. . .he that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father. . .Believe 
me that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me. . .” ( John 14:9 & 11).
 4. When the essential Deity of 
Jesus Christ is firmly grasped it makes 
the incarnation of the eternal Son 
of God a most astounding subject of 
contemplation. God became man! God 
tabernacled Himself in human flesh, 
made Himself subject to the laws He 
had issued, and died in the stead of 
His enemies. What an amazing act of 
condescension and grace! Jesus, the 
One who was the sovereign owner 
and governor of the universe He had 
created, the One who commanded the 
adoration and obedience of the hosts of 
Heaven, willingly impoverished Himself 
to become a man. The most important 
person in all the universe “made himself 
of no reputation” and veiled His 
essential glory to become a man in order 
to identify with the people He came to 
redeem. Can there be a greater act of love 
and condescension in all the universe 
than this? II Corinthians 8:9 declares: 

“For ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, that 
ye through his poverty might be rich.”
 5. The fact that God tabernacled 
Himself in human nature is most 
astounding, but what is even more 
amazing is that He “took upon him the 
form of a servant.” The Prince of glory 
stooped to become a servant, One under 
His Father’s authority. Jesus laid aside 
His equality with the Father, completely 
subordinating His own will to the will 
of the Father: “For I came down from 
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the 
will of him that sent me” ( John 6:38). 
He also became a servant to minister 
to men and women. He went about 
doing good, serving humanity through 
healing the sick and afflicted, feeding 
the hungry, and preaching the glorious 
Gospel of grace to multitudes. From the 
cradle to the cross Jesus displayed His 
servanthood by willingly and cheerfully 
submitting Himself to perform the will 
of the Father. Jesus is the only person 
who has ever lived who could honestly 
say regarding the Father’s will: “. . .for 
I do always those things that please 
him” ( John 8:29). May God be pleased 
to stir up every follower of Christ, every 
disciple in the school of grace, to emulate 
the submission and servanthood of our 
great Savior!
 6. To emphasize the fact of Christ’s 
glorious incarnation Paul writes that He 
“was made in the likeness of men: And 
being found in fashion as a man” (Phil. 
12:7-8), meaning that Jesus was truly 
a human being just as any other man is 
except that He was without sin. The Son 
of God truly, and without reservation, 
united His essential Deity with human 
nature. Deity and humanity were united 
in one person. As a man, Jesus was born 
of a woman, He hungered, He thirsted, 
He wept, and He suffered anguish, pain, 
and death like every other man. Truly 
we can say that Jesus was a partaker of 
humanity, possessor of real manhood, 
being the actual “. . .man, Christ Jesus” 
(I Tim. 2:5). The difference between 
Jesus Christ and all other men is that He 
had no earthly father, and hence did not 
inherit a sinful nature. His human nature 
was miraculously conceived in the womb 
of a virgin by the overshadowing power 
of the Holy Spirit. The human nature of 
Christ was literally “born of the Spirit” 
which made Him impeccable and 
untainted with sin. He was truly a man, 
but He was a man without sin: “holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners” (Heb. 7:26).
 7. As a man, Jesus further humbled 
Himself when He “became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross.” 
Every aspect of Christ’s earthly life was 
characterized by perfect conformity to 
the moral, civil, and ceremonial laws of 
God. He inwardly and outwardly obeyed 
the will of God without fail all the days 

of His earthly life. His life was one of 
absolute righteousness and holiness. 
Yet, the perfect life of the man Christ 
Jesus alone, could not save anyone. All 
of His merits and righteousness had to 
be sacrificed on the cross through the 
shedding of His precious blood to secure 
the redemption of His people. Christ not 
only had to satisfy all the demands of the 
law, but He also had to satisfy the penalty 
of the law if sinners were to enjoy the 
forgiveness of sins, for “without shedding 
of blood is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). In 
order to save His people from their sins 
Jesus had to come down from the glories 
of Heaven, live a perfect life, and stoop to 
the lowest rung of human experience by 
dying the death of a malefactor on a cross 
of cursing. Every time I contemplate 
Christ’s obedient sufferings and death on 
the cross my heart is filled with wonder, 
awe, and a deep sense of humility and 
shame. The Prince of glory died in my 
stead, suffered what I deserved, and 
took the punishment for my sins. He was 
mocked, unmercifully beaten, spat upon, 
publicly humiliated, and nailed to a tree 
of cursing to die the most ignominious 
death known to man in order to redeem 
me. He voluntarily offered Himself, body 
and soul, as a sacrifice for my sins. He 
willingly bore the wrath of a holy God, 
and drank the bitter cup of my damnation 
dry. The sword of Divine justice which 
should have come down upon my sinful 
head throughout eternity, came down 
instead upon my glorious substitute, the 
Lamb of God.
 8. What love, what condescending 
grace, and humility is displayed in the 
life and death of the Lord Jesus Christ! 
He is the example the saints of God are 
exhorted to follow! One who has been 
truly touched by the love of Christ, and 
been made a partaker of His wondrous 
grace will desire to serve others even as 
their blessed Lord did.
THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST (vv. 

9-11)
 “Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name: That at 
the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth; 
And that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11).
 1. The exaltation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ by God the Father was a reward 
for His voluntary humiliation as signified 
by Paul’s use of the word “wherefore.” 
Christ Jesus was exalted like no one else 
in all of history. He was raised from the 
dead by the miraculous power of God 
and then ascended into Heaven to sit 
with the Father on His throne (Rev. 
3:21) at God’s right hand. The manner 
of His exaltation was preached by Peter 
on the day of Pentecost: “This Jesus 
hath God raised up, whereof we all are 
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 I fear that few preachers are preaching 
and teaching the truths about the 
Lord’s church in a systematic, thorough 
manner. II Timothy 4:2 declares: 
“Preach the word; be instant in season, 
out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doctrine.” 
There is little balance in many pulpits. 
We need to teach doctrine as well as 
practical application of the truth. We 
must teach about God’s sovereignty and 
His responsibility. We must preach about 
the importance of the Lord’s church and 
also be diligent to carry out the Great 
Commission by going outside the four 
walls of our buildings to preach the 
Gospel. It is important to teach people the 
privilege of Baptist church membership 
along with all the duties that go along 
with “earnestly contending for the faith 
once delivered.” Approximately every 
five years I go through the doctrine of the 
church from A to Z in the adult Sunday 
School class so that everyone is reminded 
about what Baptists believe and why.  
Baptist pastors are not carefully teaching 
folks the doctrines of the Lord’s church, 
on the other hand many Baptist church 
members in our day care little for the 
meat and potatoes of church doctrine. 
II Timothy 4:3-4 states: “For the time 
will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears; And they 
shall turn away their ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned into fables.” 
Folks are lusting after entertainment 
and worldliness rather than the precious 
truths of the Word of God. When you 
combine a lack of teaching church truth 
on the part of pastors and the lack of 
an appetite for the truth on the part 
of Baptist members you end up with 
weak churches. This is precisely what 
has happened over the past 100 years 
among Baptists. We are in dire need 
of a genuine revival among our people. 
 May God be pleased to raise up 
preachers who will boldly stand for 
Baptist church truths in these last days! 
We also need church members who 
are consecrated to God and unwilling 
to compromise with the world. May 
the Lord be pleased to save sinners in 

our midst, add them by way of Baptist 
baptism, and give them a desire to know 
and walk in the truth of the Word.

TOM ROSS

Many years ago Elder Oscar B. Mink 
compiled a 41 questionnaire entitled 
“Some Serious Questions Every New 
Testament Baptist Church Should Ask 
Their Pastoral Candidates.” The question 
that is asked here reminds me of this, 
and especially Question #6, “Should 
a N.T. Baptist church accept as valid 
the baptisms of the SBC, ABA, BMA, 
GARB, ETC., KNOWING THEY 
infinitely despise the glorious doctrines 
of God’s sovereign grace?”

The question we have before us, “Why 
do you suppose that so few people who 
identify themselves as Baptists do not 
believe in Baptist church truths?”  I 
would first say “not so few” but “many” 
do not believe in Baptist church truths.  
As Elder Mink asked the question, the 
answer is basically in the question, we 
would not accept their baptisms because 
they despise the glorious doctrines of 
God’s sovereign grace.  So for me this is 
an easy answer for the question that is 
asked, because they reject the truth.  At 
one time God winked at their ignorance 
but not anymore, “And the times of this 
ignorance God winked at; but now 
commandeth all men every where to 
repent” (Acts 17:30).

Most that I know who call themselves 
Baptists outside the New Testament 
Church do not believe in election as we 
do.  We have a Baptist Temple 2 miles 
from where we live and they believe 
all men have a chance to be saved and 
when the Holy Spirit comes (knocking 
Revelation 3:20, which is talking to the 
church NOT individuals) they have 
the ability to receive or reject that call 
(the doctrine of Free Will, which is a 
abominable doctrine, the doctrine of the 
Pharisees).  In fact they are companions 
with John R. Rice who was a rank 
Arminian.

Not only do they reject the truth, they 
just flat out do not believe the truth.  Then 
we have some like the Southern Baptists 
who some years ago wanted to make 
alliance with the Catholic Church! That 

will never happen with true Baptists.
I have come to the conclusion that 

those who do not believe these beloved 
Biblical truths do not want to believe 
them for the simple fact they had nothing 
to do with their salvation.  It is either all 
of grace or not at all, you can not have it 
both ways.  Their biggest problem is they 
do not study the Bible for themselves; 
they listen to the preacher and other 
people.

I have asked people in the past, “Why 
do you go to that church when you 
know they do not believe the doctrines 
of grace?” Their answer is, “Well the 
preacher believes it.” Then why is not he 
preaching it?” Because he will lose the 
people.   And I have had some tell me, 
“Well I know some people who go to 
that church that believe in the doctrines 
of grace.” If that is the case, why are they 
going there when the church does not?   
Here is my stand, and I do not mean 
to sound angry or disrespectful, but I 
don’t care what a person believes, or the 
pastor, if the church does not believe the 
precious Baptist doctrines Christ taught, 
whether they call themselves or have 
the name Baptist, I cannot and will not 
associate myself with them.  God Bless!

ROGER REED

 Two reasons: ignorance and apathy.  It 
has come to the point where if we believe 
in church truth, we must call ourselves 
Landmark Baptists.  A Landmark Baptist 
(one that believes in church truth) 
believes in “Chain-link succession”, that 
one church must have a mother church 
(or one that begat and authorized the 
newly independent Baptist church- the 
daughter church).
 This ignorance is really appalling in 
these modern times!   Most so-called 
Baptists seemingly have never opened a 
history book and examined what religious 
and even secular history says about the 
history of their churches!  Most folk are 
willing to leave the realm of Christianity 
in the Dark Ages to the Catholic Church!  
They refer to the apostasy of the “Church” 
and compare it (falsely) dispensationally 
to Thyatira and Sardis.
 My question to them is: Who were 
the governments and her ladyship, 
the Catholic Church, “persecuting” 
throughout those dark middle ages?  
The only answer can be: The Lord’s true 
churches that have EVER existed without 
the gates of Hell prevailing against them!  
This indeed is the history of the Baptist 
churches that is written in the blood 
of the faithful martyrs standing for the 

SAME Baptistic truths that we stand for 
today!  A veritable “Trail of Blood” as J. M. 
Carroll put it in his little booklet.
 Perhaps some quotes from non-Baptist 
sources might be of relevance here.  
Certainly their enemies knew that they 
existed long before John Smythe received 
his ill-gotten baptism and passed it on to 
Thomas Helwys in 1609!  Cardinal Hosius 
(Catholic, 1524), President of the Council 
of Trent: “Were it not that the Baptists 
have been grievously tormented and cut 
off with the knife during the past twelve 
hundred years, they would swarm in 
greater number than all the Reformers.”—
Hosius, Letters, Apud Opera, p. 112, 113. 
Mosheim (Lutheran): Before the rise of 
Luther and Calvin, there lay secreted in 
almost all the countries of Europe persons 
who adhered tenaciously to the principles 
of modern Dutch Baptists.—The Baptist 
Spirit, Isaac J. Van Ness, William D. 
Nowlin.  Sir Isaac Newton: The Baptists 
are the only known body of Christians 
that has not symbolized with the Church 
of Rome.—The First Church, J. T. Mann.  
John Clark Ridpath (Methodist): “I should 
not readily admit that there was a Baptist 
Church as far back as A. D. 100, though 
without doubt there were Baptists then, as 
all Christians were then Baptists.”—Cole 
C.D. Definitions of Doctrine, Volume III, The 
New Testament Church. Robert Barclay 
(Quaker): “We shall afterwards show 
the rise of the Anabaptists took place 
prior to the Reformation of the Church 
of England, and there are also reasons 
for believing that on the Continent of 
Europe small hidden Christian societies, 
who have held many of the opinions of 
the Anabaptists, have existed from the 
times of the apostles.” —Christian, John T. 
History of the Baptists.
 The second reason of apathy concerns 
the peer pressure of dealing with other 
denominations in this modern ecumenical 
world.  With so many “fundamental” 
and “evangelical” congregations across 
this country and globe, many godly folk 
have hesitated to “up and tell another 
congregation that they have no authority 
or validity as a church of Jesus Christ”.  It 
just is not politically correct!  However, 
we MUST be accountable enough to tell 
them the truth!  If Jesus Christ only has 
ONE kind of church, shouldn’t we desire 
to be a member of it!?  I do not want to 
be a member of Charles Russell’s church; 
Alexander Campbell’s church; John 
Wesley’s church; or even the Apostle 
Peter’s church (if he had ever started a 
church- which he did not!)  I want to be 
a member of Jesus Christ’s church!  And 
in the 21st century it goes by the name of 
Baptist!  And that is the truth in “church 
truth!”  Selah!  Think about it!  “…upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it” 
(Matt. 16:18). 
 One of these days, ALL will know the 
Truth of Church Truth!  “Behold, I will 
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 I remember when I was growing up 
(spiritually), my dad and I would always 
go back and forth about whether King 
Saul was a saved man, or not.  While 
there are many times it SEEMS like Saul 
was truly saved, there are just as many 
times, you just shake your head and 
wonder if this could be a saved man.  
The point here is: What are we looking 
for when we examine someone as to 
whether they are genuinely converted 
or not?  I think it is the same thing John 
the Baptist was looking for in “Then said 
he to the multitude that came forth to 
be baptized of him, O generation of 
vipers, who hath warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? Bring forth 
therefore fruits worthy of repentance” 
(Luke 3:7-8).  Selah!  Think about it!
 As you examine Lot’s life in the 
Old Testament, one might come away 
wondering whether he was saved or lost!  
Not very many (if any) fruits to be seen!  
But in this case we have the dogma of 
Scripture!  II Peter2:7 declares him “…
just Lot…”!  Saved man!  No doubt!  In 
reality we can not judge ANY man (or 
woman) as to their personal salvation 
without a clear indication from inspired 
Scripture…  So the question is: “Do we 
have that clear indication from Scripture 
for the Queen of Sheba?”  Selah!  Think 
about it!
 I think we do!  Let us read the text 
passage:  Matthew 12:41-42, “The men 
of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with 
this generation, and shall condemn it: 
because they repented at the preaching 
of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than 
Jonas is here. The queen of the south 
shall rise up in the judgment with this 
generation, and shall condemn it: for 
she came from the uttermost parts 
of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon; and, behold, a greater than 
Solomon is here.”
 We have here another of the 
ubiquitous pairings of Scripture- two 
statements or pictorial analogies that 
bring across a Biblical truth.  First we 
see the Ninevite men rising to condemn 
Christ’s first century audience, because 
they truly repented.  Second we see 
the Queen of Sheba will be performing 
the same judgmental actions in her 
future “for she came” to hear Solomon’s 
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wisdom.  I emphasize the act of her 
coming, because I believe the context 
shows she did much more than just come 
physically to Palestine.  She also “came” 
spiritually to a place of repentance 
and belief in Solomon’s God and His 
wisdom…!
 The history of many great rulers 
in the Bible, as they cross paths with 
Jehovah God, end in mercy as often 
as they do in condemnation!  Surely 
Pharaoh was raised up for the purpose 
of God glorifying Himself over his puny 
self and gods!  But look at Nineveh’s 
king! “For word came unto the king 
of Nineveh, and he arose from his 
throne, and he laid his robe from him, 
and covered him with sackcloth, and 
sat in ashes. And he caused it to be 
proclaimed and published through 
Nineveh by the decree of the king and 
his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor 
beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: 
let them not feed, nor drink water:  
But let man and beast be covered with 
sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: 
yea, let them turn every one from his 
evil way, and from the violence that 
is in their hands. Who can tell if God 
will turn and repent, and turn away 
from his fierce anger, that we perish 
not” ( Jonah 3:6-9).  A wondrous picture 
of repentance and faith in Jonah’s God!  
Selah!  Think about it!
 Nebuchadnezzar’s salvation exper-
ience is recorded in Daniel 4 and his 
testimony rings through the timeless 
ages- “…I blessed the most High, and 
I praised and honoured him that 
liveth for ever, whose dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, and his kingdom 
is from generation to generation: 
And all the inhabitants of the earth 
are reputed as nothing: and he doeth 
according to his will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth: and none can stay his hand, 
or say unto him, What doest thou? …
Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and 
extol and honour the King of heaven, 
all whose works are truth, and his 
ways judgment: and those that walk in 
pride he is able to abase” (Dan.4:34-35, 
37).
 Was Balaam the prophet a saved 
man?  I dunno!  We can argue that back 
and forth, too.  Scripture doesn’t come 
out and say.  But Cyrus was saved!  Can’t 
argue with Scripture!  “…Cyrus, He is 
my shepherd, and shall perform all 
my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, 
Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, 
Thy foundation shall be laid” (Isa. 
44:28).  Selah!  Think about it!

MATTHEW STEPP

 Matthew 12:42 declares: “The 
queen of the south shall rise up in the 
judgment with this generation, and 
shall condemn it: for she came from 
the uttermost parts of the earth to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a 
greater than Solomon is here.”
  In light of this verse compared with 
I Kings 10:1 there is a good possibility 
that the Queen of Sheba was saved 
and enlightened by the grace of God. 
I Kings 10:1 states: “And when the 
queen of Sheba heard of the fame of 
Solomon concerning the name of the 
LORD, she came to prove him with 
hard questions.” It appears that her 
hard questions had to do with the name, 
character, and person of the LORD 
God Jehovah. God may have put in her 
heart the desire to inquire about the 
way of the Lord more perfectly just as 
He does when He prepares the heart 
for the effectual call. God ordains all the 
means and works on both ends when 
He is pleased to call someone out of 
darkness into His marvelous light. God 
sent Stephen to the Ethiopian eunuch 
(Acts 8:30-37). God sent Peter to the 
household of Cornelius (Acts 10:19-
48). God sent Paul and Barnabas to the 
Philippian jailer (Acts 16). It appears 
that God sent the Queen of Sheba to ask 
Solomon about the Lord and the way of 
salvation.
 It should be noted that the context 
of Matthew 12:42 also includes the 
testimony of the men of Nineveh. We 
know for sure that God granted them 
repentance at the preaching of Jonah 
and that they were spared ( Jonah 3:9-
10). The men of Nineveh and the Queen 
of Sheba will testify in judgment against 
those who rejected the ministry of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.
 There is one more reason why I tend 
to think that the Queen of Sheba was 
saved. Lost people will not have any part 
in testifying of one another’s judgment. 
However, it appears that the saints of 
God will be present at the judgment 
of the wicked in some capacity. I 
Corinthians 6:2-3 declares: “Do ye not 
know that the saints shall judge the 
world? and if the world shall be judged 
by you, are ye unworthy to judge the 
smallest matters? Know ye not that 
we shall judge angels? how much more 
things that pertain to this life?” Daniel 
7:22 also seems to indicate that the saints 
will assist the Lord in the judgment: 
“Until the Ancient of days came, and 
judgment was given to the saints of the 

most High; and the time came that the 
saints possessed the kingdom.”

TOM ROSS

In view of Matthew 12:41 and taken 
together with verse 42, which is in 
question, we see that the main point or 
lesson here is that “Nineveh, that great 
city” that repented at the preaching of 
Jonah will speak out or witness against 
the rulers of Israel (the scribes and the 
Pharisees), which is this generation 
and will “condemn it” (v. 41), for their 
rejection of Christ.   And that the Queen 
of Sheba will also witness against them 
because she traveled a long way to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon yet those who 
were the Jewish leaders rejected the 
wisdom of Christ who was “greater than 
Solomon,” who was in their midst, then I 
would have to say the Queen of Sheba as 
Nineveh was saved.

The Queen of Sheba was amazed at 
what she saw and heard from Solomon, 
how much more is “Jesus greater than 
Solomon in His wisdom, wealth, and 
works” (W.W. Wiersbe).
 In I Kings 10:9 we find this testimony 
of the queen from the south “Blessed be 
the LORD thy God, which delighted 
in thee, to set thee on the throne of 
Israel: because the LORD loved Israel 
for ever, therefore made he thee king, 
to do judgment and justice.”  To make 
such a statement in light of the question 
I would have to again affirm that yes, she 
was saved.  God Bless!

ROGER REED

make them of the synagogue of Satan, 
which say they are Jews, and are not, 
but do lie; behold, I will make them 
to come and worship before thy feet 
(the Philadelphia Baptist Church), and 
to know that I have loved thee” (Rev. 
3:9).  This shows the ultimate importance 
of this precious Truth in God’s Word.  
Christ Jesus will take His Bride from 
the Faithful in His churches throughout 
the last two millennia.  Beloved Reader!  
Don’t you desire with all your heart to be 
a part of the Bride of Christ?  Then find 
a True Landmark Baptist Church and 
seek membership via Scriptural Water 
Baptism!  Selah!  May God bless His 
Words!

MATTHEW STEPP

(Continued from page 170) •

Forum #1
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witnesses. Therefore being by the right 
hand of God exalted. . .Therefore let 
all the house of Israel know assuredly, 
that God hath  made that same Jesus, 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord 
and Christ” (Acts 2:32-33a & 36). 
God the Father exalted the Lord Jesus 
Christ to a place of universal sovereignty 
and majesty. His name is to be revered 
and exalted above all other names “. . 
.that in all things he might have the 
preeminence” (Col. 1:18). The Father 
has declared Jesus as Lord, hence we 
may properly call Him Jehovah Jesus, 
sovereign owner and ruler of all things 
who rightly said before ascending to 
Heaven: “All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth” (Matt. 28:18).
 2. The nature of Christ’s exaltation 
is one of absolute sovereignty over all 
things. It is for this reason that all of 
creation; men, angels, and demons will 
bow their knee before the exalted Christ 
and confess with their own lips that Jesus 
is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 
There is coming a grand and glorious 
day when all men will pay homage to 
the universal sovereignty of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Before the last page of 
human history is written and before 
the eternal ages commence, all men and 
angels, elect and non-elect alike, will have 
bowed their knee to the Lord’s Christ in 
humble submission to the King of kings 
and Lord of lords. Some bow before Him 
in repentance and faith when they are 
saved, but others will bow their knee 
and confess His Lordship before being 
condemned and cast into the Lake of Fire. 
This expression of subjection and homage 
brings glory to the Father. It signifies that 
men and angels agree with the testimony 
of God the Father concerning His Son. 
John 5:23 declares: “That all men should 
honour the Son, even as they honour 
the Father. He that honoureth not the 
Son honoureth not the Father which 
hath sent him.” Whatever glory and 
respect is given to the Son rebounds to 
the Father’s glory as Jesus expressed in 
Matthew 10:40: “. . .he that receiveth me 
receiveth him that sent me.”
 3. The practical lesson drawn from 
the exaltation of Christ is that in 
God’s economy humility comes before 
exaltation. It is always the cross before 
the crown. Believers must go down before 
they go up. I Peter 5:5-6 expresses this 
truth in the following way: “Likewise, 
ye younger, submit yourselves unto the 
elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to 
another, and be clothed with humility: 
for God resisteth the proud, and giveth 
grace to the humble. Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time.”

By Timothy Hille
of Ashland, Illinois

- A STUDY IN THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS -

Chapter Nineteen – Laws of 
Separation: Personal, Civil, and 

Religious Affairs
 This chapter continues under the 
same heading as the previous, that of 
holiness: this now deals particularly with 
holiness in conduct, personal, public, and 
national.  The children of Israel were to be 
holy people, comprising an holy nation, 
serving an holy God.  The previous 
chapter dealt primarily with the home 
life, which is the foundation of personal, 
public, and national life.  The home is also 
one of the central components of religious 
life.  Problems in society, in a nation, and 
in churches usually begin at home (in the 
home).  When the home is not ruled by 
the sovereign authority of God, then a 
person’s personal, public, and religious 
life will become one of Godlessness and 
ungodliness.  God gives laws to govern all 
relationships and conduct.  All of these 
sundry and diverse commands were 
important and were to be kept.  The law 
of God was the rule of Israel’s life, and the 
basis of Israel’s happiness.  “Where there 
is no vision, the people perish: but 
he that keepeth the law, happy is he” 
(Prov. 29:18).  “Happy is that people, 
that is in such a case: yea, happy is that 
people, whose God is the Lord” (Ps. 
144:15).  Everything we do in life is to be 
governed by the Word of God, and our 
behavior ought to always be ruled by the 
fear of the Lord.

Chapter Outline
 i. The purpose of these commands 
– to maintain holiness as necessary to 
fellowship with God: vs. 1-2
 ii. Holiness in religion: vs. 3-8
 iii. Holiness in public and civil 
relations: vs. 9-15
 iv. Holiness in personal relations: vs. 
16-18
 v. Holiness in personal property and 
business: vs. 19-25
 vi. Holiness in avoiding heathen 
practices: vs. 26-31
 vii. Holiness in national character and 
conduct: vs. 32-37

I. VERSES ONE AND TWO.
“And the Lord spake unto Moses.”  

We must always be remembering that 
the things which are to govern our 
lives are the instructions, precepts, and 
judgments of the Lord.  “Not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but 
he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21).  “For 
whosoever shall do the will of God, 
the same is my brother, and my sister, 
and mother” (Mark 3:35)  (Ps. 119:1-8).  
“For I delight in the law of God after 
the inward man” (Rom. 7:22).  God 
spoke to the children of Israel through 

Moses.  God “hath 
in these last days 
spoken unto us 
by his Son” (Heb. 
1:2), Jesus Christ; 
“and he gave some, 
apostles; and some, 
prophets; and 
some, evangelists; 

and some, pastors and teachers; for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work 
of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ” (Eph. 4:11-12).  Jesus 
has given His people pastors and teachers 
according to His own heart (from whence 
they are called “gifts” – “Wherefore he 
saith, When he ascended up on high, 
he led captivity captive, and gave gifts 
unto men” (Eph. 4:8).  These are to speak 
to God’s people the Word of the Lord, as 
the Word of the Lord.

“Speak unto all the congregation 
of the children of Israel.”  These 
commandments were for all.  Many 
today want to obey some of the 
commands of the Lord which they find 
more convenient to the flesh, more 
suitable to their reasoning, and more 
accommodating to their desired way 
of life.  God’s Word ought to determine 
our reasoning and our way of life: and 
by God’s Word we ought to crucify 
the flesh.  Let every one of us be ruled 
by God’s commandments in our own 
lives.  “Ye shall be holy: for I the Lord 
your God am holy.”  The essence and 
purpose of all the commands here given 
is holiness with God and before men.  
God is holy, and He will have His people 
to be holy  (I Pet. 1:13-16; 2:9).  God is 
separate from all sin, and He will have 
His people to be separate from all sin.  
To be holy is to be separated from that 
which is without God, as “the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life” (I John 2:16): and to 
be separated to that which is of God, as 
soberness, righteousness, and godliness 
in Christ Jesus  (Luke 1:67-75).  God 
delivered Israel out of Egypt, as a type of 
the salvation of His elect from the world 
and the devil, to be holy unto God in this 
world and in the world to come.

II. VERSES THREE THROUGH 
EIGHT.

We have the restatement and re-
expression of laws formerly given, 
beginning with those found in the original 
Decalogue, or Ten Commandments.  We 
see in this (1) that we are often in need of 
being put in remembrance of the truths 
of God, for we are naturally forgetful of 
both Him and His truths; and (2) that 
God’s moral government is as unchanging 
as His very Person.  The principles and 
precepts found here are still true and 
applicable to believers today, though 
the particular ceremonial aspects have 
been done away (Ex. 20:1-17).  These 

beginning verses deal primarily with 
the first table of the law, which concerns 
man’s relationship to God (Matt. 22:37-
38).  If man’s relationship to God is not 
right, then neither will his relationship to 
other men be right.

God links honoring, reverencing, 
and obeying parents to the honor, 
reverence, and obedience that is due 
Him.  “Ye shall fear every man his 
mother, and his father, and keep my 
sabbaths.”  Obedience to parents was 
to be considered a divine and holy 
appointment, just as the keeping of the 
sabbaths.  Those who do not reverence 
God’s divine order, arrangements, and 
appointments do not reverence God (I 
Cor. 11:3;  II Tim. 3:1-2).  We should not 
think it strange that in the perilous times 
of the last days, that peril will be expressed 
in the lack of honor and obedience shown 
to parents, which is an evidence of lack 
of honor and reverence for God in the 
heart.  “Children, obey your parents in 
all things: for this is well pleasing unto 
the Lord” (Col. 3:20).  God is to rule the 
home and family relationships, and God 
is to rule our time.  The very nature of 
God’s Person and Being is again the basis 
of all that He commands: “I am the 
Lord your God.” 

God is to rule our worship.  In the first 
aspect of this truth, He is to be the only 
object of worship.  “Turn ye not unto 
idols, nor make to yourselves molten 
gods.”  That idolatry is still prevalent in 
the world and still a danger to believers 
is evident from admonition given by 
the Apostle John, “Little children, 
keep yourselves from idols” (I John 
5:21).  God says that covetousness is 
equivalent to idolatry (Col. 3:5).  An 
idol does not need to be made of stone, 
or wood, or metal, but is whatever the 
heart turns toward in the place of God, 
who deserves all honor, fear, adoration, 
praise, obedience, and trust.  God not 
only deserves (and demands) all worship, 
but He also rules over that worship in 
sovereign authority.  The peace offering 
is here mentioned, being the offering 
most frequently offered by individuals, 
for thanksgiving, and for vows, and for 
voluntary offerings.  These were to be 
offered in an acceptable manner, as God 
prescribed (Lev. 7:15-18).  Of an offering 
which was not made in accordance 
with God’s instructions, God said, “It 
shall not be accepted . . . and that 
soul shall be cut off from among his 
people.”  “God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship must worship him in spirit 
and in truth” (John 4:24).  All worship 
must recognize the truth concerning the 
Being and character of God, and must be 
in obedience to God’s commandments 
regarding worship.  “I am the Lord 
your God.”

III. VERSES NINE THROUGH 
EIGHTEEN.

These commands now given pertain 
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to the second table of the law, and are 
summed up in one; namely, “thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself” (Matt. 
22:39-40).  There is, first, a duty imposed 
toward the poor and the stranger.  This 
serves to define what is meant by “thy 
neighbour:” for your neighbor is that 
person to whom you may do any good 
(Gal. 6:10;  Luke 10:29-37).  God makes 
provision for the poor and requires that 
His people make such provision in their 
personal, public, and religious life.  The 
children of Israel were not to go over 
their fields and vineyards again to gather 
those things which had been missed in 
reaping the harvest; and they were to 
leave the corners of the fields “for the 
poor and stranger [sojourner].”  This 
duty was based upon the very character 
of God: “I am the Lord your God.”  “Be 
ye therefore merciful, as your Father 
also is merciful” (Luke 6:36).

We note that God requires honesty 
in our relationships and dealings with 
others.  “Ye shall not steal, neither deal 
falsely, neither lie one to another.”  To 
deal falsely would lead to profaning 
the name of God, who is truth and 
righteousness.  With honesty comes 
fairness and equality, which is opposite 
oppression and fraud.  The children of 
Israel were not to take advantage of or 
mistreat those who were disadvantaged 
or disabled, as the deaf and the blind.  The 
only guard against men dealing falsely 
and oppressively with their fellow men is 
the fear of the Lord: “thou . . . shalt fear 
thy God: I am the Lord.” ( Read James 
3:8-18).  These various sins described in 
these verses are all linked together.  One 
sin leads to another.  Honesty and fear 
of God in one’s personal life will lead to 
fairness and justice in one’s public life.  
“Ye shall do no unrighteousness in 
judgment . . . but in righteousness shalt 
thou judge thy neighbour.”  Favoritism 
and partiality were not to be shown, 
either to the poor or the rich.  Being a 
talebearer in one’s personal relationships 
leads to being a false witness in public.  
Hatred in the heart towards others leads 
to attempts at vengeance, private and 
public.  Sin was not to have a place in the 
relationships and dealings of the children 
of Israel; nor should sin have a place in 
the relationships and dealings of God’s 
children today (Matt. 5:21-26;  I Tim. 
5:20-21;  Eph. 4:25-32;  Rom. 13:8-10;  
James 2:8-13).  Love toward others can 
only come from a right acknowledgment 
and trust in God according to God’s 
revelation of Himself as the only-wise 
true and living, good and faithful, 
unchanging God.  “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself: I am the Lord.”

IV. VERSES NINETEEN 
THROUGH TWENTY-FIVE.

The laws found here concern the use 

of personal property, whether livestock, 
garments, servants, or crops.  All of these 
regulations fall under this heading, “Ye 
shall keep my statutes.”  To have God’s 
statutes, the ordinances and precepts of 
the divine mind, is a potential blessing, 
whereas obedience to them brings in the 
realized blessing.  That God gives His 
people His statutes is itself an evident 
token of His love (Deut. 10:12-15). We 
ought to obey them in love to Him and in 
willing acknowledgment of His goodness 
toward us and in willing submission to 
His authority over us.  “Be ye therefore 
followers of God, as dear children” 
(Eph. 5:1).

Oftentimes the laws of God are in 
conflict with man’s own thinking.  In all 
such cases, man ought to disregard his 
own thinking and cleave to the will of 
God.  God gave these laws for the benefit 
of the children of Israel.  How peculiar, or 
strange, and particular these regulations 
may seem to be when first perused.  Yet, 
they were to be received as from God and 
therefore as being the highest wisdom 
and tending to the greatest benefit.  The 
children of Israel were not to mix or 
mingle their cattle in breeding, or their 
seed in sowing.  They were not to wear 
garments of mingled fabric, “of linen and 
woolen.”  This teaches recognition of the 
natural order as arranged by God.  “The 
very cultivation of the land, the rearing 
of the cattle, the making of garments . . 
. all these were to be pervaded by the 
principle of purity”1 (Deut. 22:9-11).  
Even in the use of the things which God 
permitted them to possess they were to 
recognize God’s holiness and seek to be 
holy.  When men have tampered with 
the natural order established by God, 
much harm has resulted.  God’s precepts 
were even to rule that which they wore 
as clothing (a truth much spurned by 
“Christians” today).

A law is here given regarding 
immorality, specifically adultery with 
one who was a bondmaid, a female slave.  
She belonged to her master, and “was not 
free.” While in other cases of adultery 
the punishment upon the transgressors 
was death (Deut. 22:22-29), in this case 
the fact that the woman was sold as a 
servant and “not at all redeemed, nor 
freedom given her,” is recognized.  This 
woman was “betrothed to an husband,” 
and she was also a servant (Ex. 21:7-11).  
The rights and interests of her master 
are preserved.  The woman’s punishment 
for her part was to scourging, or beating.  
The man was to bring a “trespass 
offering unto the Lord.”  This offering 
included the payment of a penalty for 
damages done to the property of another 
(Lev. 6:1-7).

God also gave a law governing the 
use of fruit trees which the children of 
Israel would plant after they were come 
into the land of Canaan.  For three years 
they were not to eat the fruit of the trees 
which they planted, but were to “count 

the fruit thereof as uncircumcised:” 
or in other words, unholy.  In the fourth 
year, all the fruit of the trees which they 
planted was to be “holy to praise the 
Lord withal.”  They were to first honor 
God, and then afterwards beginning in 
the fifth year they might eat the fruit 
and be blessed of the Lord.  They were to 
honor God by obeying Him, and believe 
that in obeying Him and putting Him 
first they would be prosperous (Prov. 3:9-
10;  Matt. 6:31-33).

V. VERSES TWENTY-SIX 
THROUGH THIRTY-FOUR.

These commands were a guard 
against the adoption of heathen 
practices which were connected with 
idolatry.  The character of any people is 
a reflection of the God (or god) whom 
they serve.  These practices all have 
their counterparts in these so-called 
“modern” times, and they are practiced 
in their rudimentary form even in the 
seemingly modern, intellectual nations 
of the world.  By these things, eating with 
the blood, enchantments, and observing 
times, bodily mutilations, and body 
markings (tattoos), the heathen believe 
they are able to commune with demons 
(or “gods”), obtain good fortune, perceive 
future happenings, obtain benefits for 
themselves or loved ones (both living 
and dead), etc.  These are all to be 
avoided by God’s people.  We are to trust 
in and depend only upon the power of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  The practices of 
heathen idolatry and paganism are not to 
be incorporated into the worship of the 
true and living God or into the lifestyle 
of God’s redeemed and peculiar people.  
Prostitution of young women was a 
heathen practice connected with the 
worship of pagan deities.  The keeping of 
God’s appointments and having a right 
regard for the place which bears His name 
and where He meets with His people 
is a guard against false ways.  Heathen 
customs ought not to be brought into 
God’s house (I Tim. 3:14-15).

The children of Israel were to disregard 
some types of people and regard others.  
“Regard not them that have familiar 
spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be 
defiled by them.”  Soothsayers, fortune-
tellers, so-called “psychics”, astrologers, 
witches, and the like were to be avoided.  
That these are becoming prevalent in 
this hour is an evident token of the 
unbelief and spiritual ignorance that is 
in the hearts of men, women, boys, and 
girls.  Intellectualism and the exaltation 
of man are not a guard against falsehood, 
but only a cover for the quick and easy 
pervasion of false teachings into society.  
The children of Israel were to regard God 
above all, and to regard those whom God 
regarded.  “Thou shalt rise up before 
the hoary head, and honour the face 
of the old man, and fear thy God: I am 
the Lord.”  The aged were to be shown 
respect, and this in the fear of the Lord, 
who gives long life to whom He will.  

Wisdom ought to accompany age and 
experience, though this is not always the 
case.  The common practice of today is 
to discard old persons, as though they 
were of no value.  The children of Israel 
were also to behave themselves kindly 
and generously toward strangers who 
sojourned among them.  They were to be 
mindful of how God had blessed them 
while they were strangers in Egypt, and 
how He had delivered them when they 
were afflicted.  In this they would have 
a testimony as to the true character of 
their merciful and gracious God.

VI. VERSES THIRTY-FIVE 
THROUGH THIRTY-SEVEN.

In all dealings, Israel was to show 
honesty, righteousness, and justice.  The 
practices of the nations of the world 
will one day be finally reviewed by the 
Righteous Judge of all the earth.  God 
here specifically speaks of units of 
measure, whether used in dealing with 
God or with men, as in public business 
or private transactions.  The primary 
reason that Israel had for keeping these 
commands was that God had saved them 
and become their God by redemptive 
right (Tit. 2:11-14;  I Thess. 4:1-12).  
May we who profess Christ exemplify 
His holy and virtuous character in our 
conduct, at home, at school, at work, 
and in taking our pleasure, in private, in 
public, and in all worship.

NOTES
1. Hille, Harry J.  “Outlines on 

Leviticus,” 1979.

By Paul Stepp
of Indore, West Virginia

What Does It 
Mean To Be A 

Christian?

 What does 
it mean to be a 
Christian? Or, we 
might ask, what is 
a Christian? I don’t 
want to deliver a 
definition of what a 
Christian is, I mean 
to think more about 
the qualities or attributes of a Christian. 
However, we will start with a brief study 
of the first occurrence of the name 
“Christian” in the Bible.

CHRISTIAN
 “And the disciples were called 
Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 
11:26). We can see from this verse 
that a Christian is obviously a disciple. 
This name was given to the disciples in 
Antioch because they were constantly 
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mentioning the name “Jesus Christ.” 
It probably was given to them by the 
Gentiles, because the Jewish people in 
Antioch would surely not want the name 
“Christ” associated with a people that they 
considered heretical and blasphemous. 
They probably would not mind calling 
them “followers of Jesus,” but to tie them 
to the name of Christ would not, to 
them, seem proper. In fact, the Jews in 
Acts 24:5, call the followers of Jesus “the 
sect of the Nazarenes.” The Jews were, 
and are still, waiting for the Christ. They 
did not believe that Jesus was the Christ. 
They knew that these were disciples of 
Jesus, but did not allow that they were 
the disciples of the Christ. “…And when 
they had called the apostles, and beaten 
them, they commanded that they 
should not speak in the name of Jesus, 
and let them go” (Acts 5:40). “Saying, 
Did not we straitly command you that 
ye should not teach in this name? and, 
behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with 
your doctrine, and intend to bring this 
man’s blood upon us” (Acts 5:28). “But 
that it spread no further among the 
people, let us straitly threaten them, 
that they speak henceforth to no man 
in this name” (Acts 4:17). 
 The Gentiles probably gave the 
disciples of Christ the name of “Christian” 
as a means of deriding them. They had no 
qualms about using the name of Christ 
since that was the name that the disciples 
spoke so often. But, what were the Jews 
afraid of ? They were not afraid of simply 
the name Jesus. “Jesus” is the Greek 
form of the Hebrew “Joshua” which 
means “Jehovah is salvation” or simply 
“salvation.” It was a name given to many 
of the Jews, for there were many saviors, 
but it is a name that is peculiarly Christ’s 
because He is the true and ultimate 
Savior. “And she shall bring forth a son, 
and thou shalt call his name JESUS: 
for he shall save his people from their 
sins” (Matt. 1:21). But, it has the same 
meaning as “Joshua,” and that was a name 
that had been given to others. 
 The name of “Christ,” however, had 
never been given to another human 
being. None had ever been able to live 
up to its meaning. “Christ” is the Greek 
equivalent of “messiah.” Messiah means, 
“anointed.” Messiah was used as an 
adjective or even a description of some 
persons in the Old Testament, but it was 
a name that the Jewish people primarily 
reserved for the “Anointed” that was 
to come. None could be called “The 
Messiah” with the exception of the “King 
of the Jews” that was to come. The Lord 
Jesus Christ is that King and He is the 
heir of the throne of David. 
 The Jews, then, would never attribute 
the name of Christ, or even a form of that 
name, to any people that they opposed so 

bitterly.
 So, what does this term Christian 
mean? As we can see from the passage we 
have read in Acts 11:26, a Christian was 
obviously a disciple. And the disciples 
were obviously disciples of Christ. 
“Christian” is apparently a term given to 
the disciples by the world around them. 
 Would not it be wonderful if the 
world around us could see such an 
example in us? If we were transported 
to some place where the name of Christ 
was not known, would we exhibit such 
a fervent and faithful witness that these 
people would call us Christians? Would 
the name of Christ be on our lips so 
much that the world around us would 
associate us with that name? Or, would 
our lives be such that those around us 
would affix another descriptive name to 
us? Would you want to be called “rich”? 
Would you want to be called “powerful”? 
Would you want to be called “worldly”? 
These are the things that the world 
around us seeks. These are the things that 
the world around the church in Antioch 
sought. The world ever seeks after riches, 
power, and worldly lusts of the flesh. 
The disciples in Antioch exhibited such 
a lifestyle that the people around them 
could not behold them without knowing 
that something was different. 
 Perhaps the name “Christian” was a 
derogatory one. Probably the disciples 
were accused of being strange and even 
foolish. The disciples were scorned by the 
world around them. I suppose that there 
are even crowns in Heaven for these 
disciples in Antioch that were so faithful 
in following their Lord and Savior that a 
form of His name was affixed to them.
 Yet, should not we wear that name 
in honor, that name which is above 
every name? What are the actions and 
attitudes that would be associated with 
us? Oh, pray God that our lives would 
be such that the world around us could 
see that the most important thing that is 
in our lives is to be a disciple of the Lord 
Jesus Christ – to be a Christian.

THE WORLDLY CHRISTIAN
 We have studied a little bit about where 
and how this name of Christian came to 
be. Now, let us think a little further about 
what it means to be a Christian. The 
world today has grown very liberal in the 
use of the term Christian. Christianity 
is basically any thing that is not Jewish, 
Muslim, Buddhist, atheist, or cultist. 
I know that there are many other so-
called religions, but really, any religion 
or person that even mentions the name 
of Christ is lumped into this category of 
Christianity. 
 Actually, it is not even necessary to 
utter the name of Christ. If one says 
that he believes in God, without saying 
anything further, he is considered to be a 
Christian. Without clarifying his beliefs, 
and without even stating that he believes 
on the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior, 
he can still be considered a Christian. 

He can even add his name to the church 
membership roll of some so-called 
Christian church. 
 Brethren, this should not be so! I 
believe that a Christian is only one who 
believes in Jesus Christ as his Savior. It is 
not a name that the world can pin upon 
whomsoever it will. It is a name that 
can only be worn by those who are the 
blood bought children of God. One must 
repent and confess their sins. One must 
believe in the redemptive work of Jesus 
Christ on the cross of Calvary. This is 
what the Christians at Antioch believed.

NEED OF A SAVIOUR
 Firstly, to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Savior requires that one 
acknowledge that he has need of a Savior. 
The words of the Philippian jailer are 
called to mind. “Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved” (Acts 16:30)? The Christian 
first realizes that he is in a hopeless estate 
from which he needs deliverance. “As 
it is written, There is none righteous, 
no, not one: For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:10, 23). We must realize that there is 
no goodness and no righteousness in 
ourselves.

GOD IS THE JUDGE
 Secondly, we must realize that there is 
a God in Heaven who keeps an account 
of all that goes on in this world. There is 
a God to Whom we ourselves must give a 
personal account of our deeds done here 
in this body. This God is Holy and He will 
not accept sinfulness in His presence. All 
that is foul and sinful will be cast from 
Him into the lake of fire. “For the wages 
of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Rom. 6:23). And, “And death 
and hell were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death” (Rev. 20:14). 
This second death is what the writer has 
in mind in Romans 6:23. Not just that 
the sinner will die once, for indeed we all 
shall die in the flesh, but also the sinner 
will be cast into the lake of fire which is 
“the second death.” This is the wages of 
sin. If we do not believe this, if the Holy 
Spirit does not reveal this unto us, how 
can we be Christians? 

FAITH IN GOD
 Thirdly, (this certainly is not meant 
to be a chronological order of events) 
we must trust in God as an omnipotent 
Savior. The Christian must realize that 
he cannot save himself, but there is a 
Savior provided by the grace of the very 
same God who has condemned the 
unrepentant sinner to the second death. 
 Indeed, we find in the Scriptures that 
it is very hard to separate the message of 
condemnation from the message of hope. 
Even in Romans 6:23 where we just read 
about the wages of death we can see that 
“the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” How wonderful 
it is! God, that condemned the sinful 
to the second death, has been gracious 
and provided eternal life to some that 

deserved eternal death! Where is this 
hope found? In the person and the work 
of Jesus Christ. This is the Savior of His 
people. This is the Anointed that the 
Jews were looking for. This is the Christ 
that the disciples in Antioch followed. 
Dare we say that this is our Namesake? 
This is what a Christian is – he follows 
the One through whom the Father gives 
eternal life.

CHARACTER OF A CHRISTIAN
 According to one commentator, the 
irreducible minimum of what constitutes 
a Christian is found in Ephesians 1:1, 
“Paul an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 
will of God, to the saints which are at 
Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ 
Jesus.” A Christian must be a “saint.” I 
don’t mean that he has to be “sainted” by 
some institution here on this earth. Nor 
do I mean that a Christian has to live a 
perfect life. I mean that a Christian must 
be one who is set apart by God - in the 
world, but not of the world. I believe that 
the saint will exhibit some of the evidence 
of being separate from the world, but he 
will not be perfect.
 A Christian must also be “faithful.” 
He must exercise faith. We acknowledge 
that the faith is given to him (as we read 
in Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God”), but 
he must possess that faith which is from 
above. Again, any Christian must surely 
exhibit some examples of that faith and 
should also, by the grace of God, grow in 
that faith. The Christian must be found 
faithful.
 Also, a Christian must be “in Christ 
Jesus.” This is very important. Living 
a life that is set apart, and living a life 
that is faithful can be done, to a certain 
extent, by the world. But, if Jesus Christ 
is not at the center of all that we do, we 
labor in vain. “Except the LORD build 
the house, they labour in vain that 
build it; except the LORD keep the 
city, the watchman waketh but in vain” 
(Ps. 127:1). A house can be built without 
the Lord Jesus Christ. A city can be kept 
watch over in the flesh. But neither 
will last eternally without the effectual 
working of the Lord Jesus Christ. If the 
house is not founded on the Lord, it will 
not last. If the city does not trust in God 
to keep it, then it will be overcome. 
 Just as surely, the same applies to 
worldly religion. There is a faithful that is 
not in Christ Jesus. There are saints that 
are declared to the world who in actuality 
never knew the Lord Jesus Christ. But, to 
be a “saint in Christ Jesus” and a “faithful 
in Christ Jesus” is surely what it means to 
be a Christian. 
 I would even go one step farther in 
this Ephesians 1:1 Paul said that he was 
“an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will 
of God.” Can we not say the same thing 
about the Christian? He is a Christian 
“by the will of God.” Let us take man 
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out of the decision making process. Let 
us take man out of the equation that 
so-called Christianity presents to us 
today. Christianity today would have us 
believe that God casts His vote, Satan 
casts his vote, and it is up to man to cast 
the only vote that really matters. In this 
equation, man’s vote is really the only 
vote. It is a foregone conclusion, in this 
equation, that God will vote for salvation 
and Satan will vote for condemnation. 
Man’s vote, then, is the only variable. In 
other words, man is more powerful than 
either God or Satan. Man’s vote will tip 
the scales one way, or the other. How 
ludicrous is this teaching! Man is saved 
“by the will of God.” “Not of works, lest 
any man should boast. For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in 
them” (Eph. 2:9-10). And again we read 
in John 1:13, “Which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God.”
 What does it mean to be a Christian? 
It means to be one who is pre-ordained to 
be a disciple of Christ. The Christians at 
Antioch were ordained to walk in “good 
works”; they were ordained to be “saints”; 
they were ordained to be “faithful”; they 
were ordained to be “in Christ Jesus.”

CONCLUSION
 In closing, to be a Christian means to 
be a trophy of the grace of God. There is 
nothing here to glorify man, only much 
to debase man. The only qualification 
to being a Christian is to believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior. The 
newborn child of God perhaps doesn’t 
understand all of these things that we 
have discussed, he only knows that he 
is a sinner, and there is a Savior, and 

that Savior has come to him, and he has 
trusted in Him as his Savior. What a 
wonderful thing it is to be a Christian! 
Declare Him as your Savior today! 
Repent and believe! 
 Return now to the account of the 
Philippian jailer. “Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved? And they said, Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house. And 
they spake unto him the word of the 
Lord, and to all that were in his house. 
And he took them the same hour of 
the night, and washed their stripes; 
and was baptized, he and all his, 
straightway. And when he had brought 
them into his house, he set meat before 
them, and rejoiced, believing in God 
with all his house” (Acts 16:30-34). 
This Philippian jailer was just as much 
a Christian as you and I or any other 
believer of today. The Philippian jailer 
was just as much a Christian as any of 
those disciples in Antioch. The Holy 
Spirit came to him and he saw his need 
(he was set apart). God gave him the 
faith to believe (he is the faithful). He 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
Savior (in Christ Jesus). Notice that he 
“rejoiced.” How wonderfully sweet it is 
to partake of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the riches and mercies that are in Him!
 Oftentimes, it appears that the 
newborn babe in Christ will rejoice 
more than the veteran Christian. When 
we first see the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
Savior, we value Him and His salvation 
so much. We remember what we were, 
and we remember what He has saved us 
from. Let us not forget that feeling. Let 
us place a high value on the Person and 
the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. If only 
we would rejoice more in His service, 
perhaps others would see in us “what it 
means to be a Christian.”

GOP MONEY BACKS SAME SEX 
MARRIAGE

 (WNS)--The majority of Americans and 
an overwhelming majority of Republicans 
oppose same-sex marriage, but a small group 
of wealthy Republicans is backing an effort to 
legalize same-sex marriage in four states that 
have the issue on the ballot in November. 
According to the Financial Times, money is 
pouring in to Maine, Maryland, Minnesota 
and Washington from Paul Singer, a hedge 
fund billionaire and one of the Republican 

Party’s biggest donors, and Cliff Asness, 
the founder of AQR Capital Management. 
Dan Loeb, an activist investor who recently 
shook up the management of Yahoo and Seth 
Klarman, the founder of Baupost, a private 
equity group, also back the campaign. They 
have donated money to Freedom to Marry, a 
pro-homosexual group, and American Unity, 
a super-PAC that back’s pro-homosexual 
Republicans. Singer was a key fundraiser 
for George W. Bush and is now one of Mitt 
Romney’s top money guys. He’s also given 

nearly $10-million to gay rights causes. 
COURT UPHOLDS SOUTH 

DAKOTA’S INFORMED-CONSENT 
LAW

 (WNS)--Despite years of legal attack 
from Planned Parenthood, South Dakota 
may continue requiring abortion doctors 
to inform pregnant mothers that abortion 
may increase their risk of suicide. The full 
8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruling July 
24 means that the last remaining contested 
provision of the state’s informed-consent law, 
passed in 2005, is constitutional. “A woman’s 
right to make a fully informed choice is 
more important than Planned Parenthood’s 
bottom line,” said Steven H. Aden, Alliance 
Defending Freedom (ADF) senior counsel. 
“If Planned Parenthood truly cared about 
the well-being of women, it would not try 
to prevent them from being informed of 
the well-documented risk of suicide that 
accompanies abortion.” Planned Parenthood 
sued South Dakota over the law in 2006.

REPUBLICANS INVESTIGATE 
DEFENSE DEPARTMENT’S GAY 

PRIDE PARADE DECISION
 (WNS)--Congressional Republicans are 
challenging the U.S. Department of Defense 
(DoD) to explain a recent decision to let 
military personnel march in uniform in a 
San Diego gay pride parade. In late July, the 
DoD said it granted service members in San 
Diego a “one-time waiver” from the policy 
that prohibits all military personnel from 
wearing their uniforms in political events 
because parade organizers were encouraging 
troops to participate, and because the event 
was generating national attention. Col. Ron 
Crews, executive director of the Chaplain 
Alliance for Religious Liberty, said, “The 
Department of Defense continues to use our 
armed forces to promote a social agenda,” he 
said. “Our armed forces were not created 
to promote agendas. They were created to 
protect and defend this nation, which they 
have done so well since our founding.”
OBAMA ADMINISTRATION FUNDS 
PLANNED PARENTHOOD — AGAIN
 (WNS)--After North Carolina lawmakers 
passed a bill redirecting taxpayer dollars 
away from Planned Parenthood earlier this 
month, the Obama administration stepped 
in this week to fund the abortion seller’s 
affiliates directly, marking the fifth time the 
federal government has interfered with states 
defunding the group. Lawmakers passed a 
bill July 3 redirecting $343,000 in taxpayer 
dollars away from Planned Parenthood to 
county health departments that provide 
comprehensive health care for women. The 
abortion facilities will now receive $426,000 
from the federal Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) instead. “President 
Obama’s decision to overrule the North 
Carolina Legislature today marks the third 
time this month — and the fifth time in 
the last year — that he has stepped in to 
contract directly with the nation’s largest 
abortion provider,” Susan B. Anthony List 
President Marjorie Dannenfelser said. The 
Obama administration awarded $3.2 million 
in federal funds to its affiliates and other 

family planning groups in New Jersey earlier 
this month, bypassing Gov. Chris Christie’s 
veto of a bill continuing state funding to the 
group. HHS also contracted directly with 
Planned Parenthood affiliates in Tennessee 
after they were defunded by the state.

KANSAS OUSTS MODERATES
 (WNS)--Eight moderate Republicans got 
a retirement party on Tuesday in Kansas. 
One incumbent was Sen. Tim Owens, 
chairman of the Senate Reapportionment 
Committee, an important legislative 
committee. Owens had received the 
endorsement of Planned Parenthood and 
was a major “roadblock” to pro-life bills, said 
Kansas for Life Development Director David 
Gittrich. Gittrich told CitizenLink that 
Owens “tried to kill every pro-life bill. We 
were still able to get legislation passed, but 
now that (Owens) is not there, the roads are 
repaved.” And it’s not just Kansas, the victory 
of conservative Ted Cruz in the U.S. Senate 
Republican primary in Texas last week is 
another indication that, as they say in the 
Lone Star State, “the only thing you find in 
the middle of the road is a yellow stripe and 
dead armadillos.”

HAWAII LEIS DOWN THE LAW
 (WNS)--A federal court on Wednesday 
upheld a Hawaii law defining marriage as 
the union between one man and one woman. 
Hawaii passed a marriage amendment 
in 1998, with 69 percent of the vote. 
Wednesday’s ruling affirms that amendment, 
according to Alliance Defending Freedom 
Legal Counsel Dale Schowengerdt. “The 
people of Hawaii adopted a constitutional 
amendment to uphold marriage, and the 
court rightly concluded that the democratic 
process shouldn’t be short-circuited by 
judicial decree,” Schowengerdt said. The fight 
for marriage in Hawaii is not over. In 2011, 
legislators passed a bill creating same-sex 
civil unions. That law is part of a strategy by 
same-sex marriage advocates to challenge 
state marriage amendments and laws.

AMISH FASTEST GROWING U.S. 
RELIGIOUS GROUP

 (WNS)--What’s the fastest growing 
religion in America? Evangelical Christians? 
No, not any more. Mormons or Muslims? 
Good guesses, but wrong. According to a 
new census by researchers from Ohio State 
University, the answer to that question 
is: The Amish. The study, released July 
27 at the Rural Sociological Society, says 
nearly 250,000 Amish now live in the U.S. 
and Canada, and the Amish double their 
population every 22 years. Why the growth? 
Because Amish families have many children. 
Some branches, such as the Old Order or 
“Wenger” Amish, average eight children 
per family. Another key component: Amish 
parents raise their children “in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.” In other words, 
when the children reach adulthood, they 
mostly remain within the faith. So where do 
the Amish live? 
 Ohio has 60,000 Amish residents. 
Pennsylvania has 59,000 and Indiana has 
45,000. 
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NEW STUDY SAYS FULL-FRONTAL 
NUDITY ON PRIME-TIME TV UP 
6,300 PERCENT OVER LAST YEAR

 The Parents Television Council (PTC), 
a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
educating parents about television content, 
has released a new study showing nudity on 
prime-time broadcast television had a major 
increase over the 2011-2012 season. 
 The study found that there were 76 
incidents of full nudity on 37 shows 
compared to 15 incidents in 14 shows the 
previous ratings season, representing a 407 
percent rise in incidents. Almost 70 percent 
of the scenes that featured such nudity 
were on shows which aired prior to 9 pm, 
compared to 50 percent of the full nudity 
scenes which aired before 9 pm during the 
2010-2011 season. 
 The most jaw-dropping finding was 
in regard to full-frontal nudity. Only one 
incidence of this occurred during the 2010-
2011 study period, but 64 documented full-
frontal incidences occurred this past season, 
a 6,300 percent increase .
CHRISTIANS -  VICTIMS OF RISING 

‘HOSTILITY’ FROM GOV’T AND 
SECULAR GROUPS

 A new study by the Family Research 
Council and the Liberty Institute shows that 
there has been a rising pattern of hostility 
toward Christians in America over the past 
decade. 
 The 140-page report, “Survey of Religious 
Hostility in America,” highlighted more 
than 600 examples illustrating what it 
characterized as religious animosity shown 
by judges, government bureaucrats, schools 
and secular groups. From ObamaCare 
mandates that force religious entities to 
pay for contraception, to children being 
punished for uttering prayers in school, the 
report’s findings shocked even those who 
commissioned it. 

INTERNATIONAL BRIEFS
GLOBAL PRO-FAMILY LEADERS 

PROTEST U.S. PARTICIPATION IN 
GAY PRIDE EVENT

 (WNS)--More than 120 pro-family 
and pro-life leaders from 11 countries 
signed a letter initiated by the World 
Congress of Families, protesting the U.S. 
Embassy’s participation in the Prague “Gay 
Pride” parade on Aug. 18. According to a 
statement released by the World Congress 
of Families, the letter notes that the Obama 
administration has made promoting gay 
rights -- including same-sex marriage -- a 
foreign policy priority. It also observes the 
irony of those who complain ceaselessly about 
“cultural imperialism,” trying to force the 
worldviews of the American left on societies 
with traditional values. It further comments 
that: “The United Nations has never affirmed 
homosexual marriage or rights” and that the 
UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
specifically says that “men and women...have 
a right to marry and found a family.” Family 

is described as “the natural and fundamental 
group unit of society” and, as such, “is entitled 
to protection by society and the state.” 
GERMANY PONDERS MORE LEGAL 

RECOGNITION OF SAME-SEX 
RELATIONSHIPS

 (WNS)--A group of lawmakers from 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
Christian Democrats called this month for 
same-sex couples in civil partnerships to be 
given the same tax breaks as heterosexual 
married couples. This continues a trend in 
Europe toward legal recognition of same-sex 
relationships, but the idea faces skepticism 
among some of Merkel’s traditionally 
minded German colleagues, who may be 
wondering about the long-term effects of the 
European experiment with sexual radicalism. 
Granting same-sex couples the same income 
tax breaks enjoyed by heterosexual married 
couples would add to a string of departures 
from conservative orthodoxy under Merkel’s 
leadership. Those have included abandoning 
military conscription and speeding up 
Germany’s exit from nuclear power. In 
Germany, same-sex couples have been able 
to register civil partnerships that legally 
fall short of formal marriage since 2001. 
Heterosexual married couples can, unlike 
same-sex couples, reduce their tax burden by 
filing joint income tax returns, thus paying 
less than single taxpayers. 

 “There is such 
fullness in that book,” 
says Boyle, speaking 
of the Bible, “that 
oftentimes it says 
much by saying 
nothing; and not only 
its expression but its 
silences are teaching, 
like a dial in which 
the shadow as well as the light informs 
us.”
 “This silence of Scripture,” says 
Wordsworth, “is inspired.” Dean 
Trench in his Hulsean lectures on the 
“Inexhaustibility of Scripture,” well and 
wisely remarks, “Nor is it only what 
Scripture says, but its very silence, which 
is instructive to us.”
 In the nature of the case, what God 
has revealed to us of the unseen world, 
is little compared with what He has 
not revealed. Glimpses, broken visions, 
surface views, partial apprehensions, 
this is the measure of our capacity. The 
limits of revelation are not in God but 
in us. Hence, while we bow before the 
inspiration, authority, and infallibility 
of the utterances of the Divine Oracles, 

By George W. Gardner
(1828 - 1884)

The Silence of 
Scripture

we stand at the same time in profound 
awe before their very silence. We know 
the deep voices of God are in the silence, 
though we do not hear them. There are 
bright visions in the darkness, but we 
have no eye spiritually sensitive enough 
to see them. Archer Butler was right 
when he said in reference to the spiritual 
world, what a devout Israelite might 
have said in looking upon the sacred 
tabernacle, “All we see is holy, and all we 
do not see holier still.”
 It is not to be denied that there are 
many points on which we, anticipating 
a divine revelation, should expect some 
authoritative utterance, on which the 
Holy Scriptures maintain a profound 
silence. Nor can we force them, as the 
old Delphic and Dodonean oracles were 
often forced, to give an utterance. There 
is nothing for us to interpret but silence. 
A few of these points may be instanced.
 1. In regard to the Deity Himself.
 The Holy Scriptures are a revelation 
“from” God: only in part are they a 
revelation “of ” God. His existence is 
everywhere assumed; nowhere asserted, 
---never explained. “In the beginning 
God;” such is the sublime utterance 
and the sublime silence, of the opening 
word of revelation. God is,---He lives,-
--He purposes,---He works. These are 
the revealed facts. The philosophy of 
these facts is nowhere revealed. How 
does He exist? What is His life? What 
is the nature of that purposing and that 
working, in a Being to whom no thought 
is an after-thought, and no work a new 
work? He is the All-good,---the All-
holy,---the Almighty,---the All-wise,--
-the All-merciful,---the All-just,---the 
All-loving,---the All-seeing,---the All-
providing,---the All-rewarding. He is 
the All-father and the All-judge. These 
facts are revealed in Holy Writ about the 
I AM. And doubtless it is enough for us 
to know the facts.
 But the speculative spirit in man cries 
out for their philosophy. How is he the 
All-good,---and yet in the exercise of 
His All-power, He permits evil to be in 
the world? How is He the Almighty, and 
yet in His All-wisdom, Satan seems to 
war upon Him, and thwart His plans? 
How is He the All-merciful, and yet 
some lost men will fail of salvation? 
How is He the All-just, and yet some 
guilty men will escape the doom of 
sin? How is He the All-loving, and yet 
multitudes of wretched people never 
consciously know His love? How is He 
the All-father, and yet in the highest 
sense all men are not sons of God? He is 
a personal God,---what constitutes His 
personality? He reveals Himself to us 
anthropomorphically. “He that planted 
the ear, shall he not hear? he that 
formed the eye, shall he not see?” He has 
an eye, He has an ear, He had a hand, an 
arm, a mouth, a heart: but what is an all-
seeing eye,---what is an all-hearing ear,--
-what is an almighty arm,---what is “the 

mouth of the Lord,”---what is the divine 
heart, that loves and grieves? What is 
the divine philosophy here? What is the 
thing itself half-revealed, half-hidden, 
under this human imagery? He works; 
but who shall tell us the processes of His 
working? “He spake, and it was done,---
he commanded and it stood fast.” What 
was the line of causation? He said “Light 
be,” and light was,---whence, how? How 
is His volition a substantiating force? 
The Deity is revealed to us as Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost,---each in some sense a 
distinct and co-equal personality,---and 
yet one God. But revelation gives us 
only the fact, not the philosophy of the 
Trinity.
 And how about His providences? 
Have they a philosophy? and how of His 
graces in Christ even? Is He immutable 
and yet does He hear prayer? Shall His 
purpose according to election stand, 
and yet shall He say to the guilty and 
incorrigibly wicked, “I have called, and 
ye refused?” On all these questions 
touching the divine philosophy of being 
and acting, God has not spoken,---the 
Scriptures are silent.
 2. In regard to the humanity of Jesus and 
the method of His outer life.
 The Scriptures give us some of the 
facts, perhaps all the leading facts, that 
bear on human redemption, but none of 
their philosophy.
 “The word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us.” Jesus had a mortal body like 
our own. But in no one of the four records 
of His earth-life, given us by inspiration, 
is there the first allusion to furnish us 
any clue whatever to what may be called 
the “physique” of the Son of Man. What 
were the features, the complexion, the 
general cast, of that divine-human 
face? What was the color of His eyes, 
His hair? What was the peculiarity of 
His voice, His manner? Was He tall, 
or of medium height,---was He robust 
or slender? What is the “picture” of the 
man Jesus? An apocryphal letter of Pliny 
the younger to Trajan, essays to give 
some information on these points, but 
no painter can base his representation 
of the divine man on a single suggestion 
of inspiration. On all this the inspired 
biographers are strangely, and it would 
almost seem studiedly, silent.
 And so in regard to the method of his 
outer life. He was born in Bethlehem of 
Judaea. The shepherds visited Him in 
the manger. The Magi came to do Him 
homage. Good old Simeon and Anna 
the prophetess recognized in the babe 
of Bethlehem, as He was brought to the 
temple to be offered to the Lord, “the 
consolation of Israel.” Herod persecuted 
Him into Egypt, and He was there until 
the death of that monster. “And the child 
grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom: and the grace of God 
was upon him.” But what more of the 
particulars about that unique childhood? 
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utterance and rest in it, and then find 
another that seems to unsettle us, and 
we begin to ask,---how can these things 
be?---the oracles are dumb; as if it were 
enough that the great truths had been 
uttered, without staying to show their 
relations, or attempting to point out the 
line of their harmony.
 All truth is in harmony with all 
other related truth. It must be so. But 
the Scriptures throw out divine truths 
for our acceptance with no reference 
to any systematic body of divinity. It 
may be that two great doctrines will 
fit together and the line of union fall 
within the field of our mental vision, so 
that we can see their interdependence 
and mutual complementariness, like the 
united hemispheres making one perfect 
globular truth. Thus, the utter depravity 
and sinfulness of man, and the radically 
transforming power and efficiency of 
divine grace in Christ; the pollution, the 
cleansing; the disease, the physician; the 
guilt, the justification; the thraldom, the 
redemption; the death, the life; these as 
they stand related to each other, seem to 
us in beautiful and harmonious union. 
But what if the line of union fall outside 
the field of our best mental vision? There 
are pairs of doctrines whose harmonious 
junction into one grand double truth we 
fail to discern. Both are revealed. Both 
stand in harmony with varying Christian 
experience; but where they meet and 
harmonize we cannot see. How should 
we? It is beyond the stars. How they can 
meet and harmonize at all, we fail to 
see. How should we? What know we of 
God’s magazine of moral forces acting 
and counteracting beyond the reach of 
our weak logic? Such are the related, 
but seemingly conflicting doctrines 
of the divine Sovereignty and human 
accountableness; election and free-
agency; Calvinism and Arminianism;-
--contending systems of belief;---both 
true perhaps in what they affirm, and 
both false perhaps in what they deny. 
The Scriptures nowhere give us any 
clue to the real harmony between them. 
The Bible is no book of speculative 
philosophy; though there is more real 
philosophy in it than in all other books 
combined. “Vessels of mercy,” says Paul 
of the righteous. “Vessels of wrath,” 
says he of the wicked. “Who then hath 
resisted his will?” says the objector. “Is 
the clay accountable for its fashioning?” 
“Nay, . . .but who art thou that 
repliest against God?” The doctrine 
asserted in the inspired epistle, God’s 
sovereignty of souls, is certainly true. 
The inferential denial, man’s consequent 
unaccountableness, is certainly false. 
So likewise the doctrine of free moral 
agency, is plainly taught in the inspired 
writings and is an accepted article of 
our faith; but that “therefore” there is no 
divine election, is unwarranted denial.
 It is the same with regard to the 
related doctrines of prayer and decrees; 

of faith and works; of forgiveness and the 
atonement. God does not change,---His 
purposes stand fast; but He does hear 
prayer. What is the philosophy of prayer? 
He does not change; but He forgives 
sin. He does not change; but through 
the mystery of the atonement, He is 
reconciled to the sinner and the sinner to 
Him. How is this? The Scriptures give no 
reply.
 In regard to the whole matter of 
human salvation---God working to 
save men, and men working to save 
themselves---the Bible merely asserts, 
it never philosophizes. “Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling, 
for”---what? you have it all to do alone? 
That is poor human logic; the divine 
Word is better,---”for it is God which 
worketh in you both to will and to do 
of his own good pleasure.”
 5. A miscellaneous class of subjects 
might be instanced in regard to which 
the Scriptures give us only intimations 
in some incidental way, but no direct 
and positive utterance, with the intent 
of a revelation. How came evil in the 
world? “The whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until 
now.” The sufferings of the innocent; the 
oppressions of the enslaved; the wrongs 
in social and civil life; the sorrows, 
bereavements, sighings and weepings 
that make this world a Bochim; whence, 
how, why, are these? Sin,---how came it 
in the first Paradise? The great fall,---why 
was the moral pit left open? Satan,---why 
in the new world at all? The Scriptures 
give us no reply.
 Again. What is angelic life? We read 
of an order of beings called angels: What 
are they? They descend and ascend on 
Jacob’s ladder; they make up the train of 
Jehovah; they cluster in shining cohorts 
around Sinai, and they are to surround 
in countless myriads the Lord returning 
to judge the world. But what is their 
nature? what their relations to men? 
How came sin among them? for some of 
them are fallen. How could there be war 
in Heaven? On these points Milton has 
sung with sublime and daring flight of 
imagination, but the oracles of God are 
dumb.
 Furthermore, in regard to all that 
is outward about the life and work 
of the church, much is learned from 
apostolic example, much is gathered 
from incidental references, and much is 
left to the demands of different times, 
countries, customs, and the exercise 
of Christian liberty. We have no 
Christian book of Leviticus. Two simple 
ordinances, with necessary directions 
for their administration, comprise 
all the ritualism there is in the New 
Testament. One brief form of prayer 
is all the litany Christ gave His church. 
All else pertaining to worship is hidden 
in the little sentence, “they that worship 
the Father shall worship him in spirit and 

Curiosity at least asks---was He, like 
other children, dependent on a mother’s 
care? Did Mary teach Him the common 
lessons of common life? Was the Christ-
child in His child-life more than a child? 
Once, at the age of twelve years, we find 
Him in the temple, and intimations of 
His true character, as the Son of God, are 
scantily thrown out. And then eighteen 
years more of unbroken silence! What 
was He, what was He doing all those 
years? Did He work at manual labor 
with His reputed father Joseph? Did He 
exhibit any signs of the divinity within 
Him? What was His conversation,--
-His manner of living? How did He 
regard Himself,---how did others regard 
Him? Did He mingle in society---did 
He frequently go up to the temple,---
did He observe the outward rites of the 
Jewish worship? On these points the 
lively oracles give us no response,---the 
Scriptures are silent.
 Moreover, the sketches of the last 
three or four years of His life, covering 
His manifestation to the world and 
the consummation of His work of 
redemption, are only sketches. They are 
very meager in the details of His words 
and works. He left not a written word 
behind Him, and the summary of His 
teachings given us by all the evangelists, 
would make a book hardly larger than a 
primer. A few incidents are recorded,--
-some of His miracles,---now and then 
one of the great words that fell from His 
lips; and these rather as specimens than 
otherwise; nothing exhaustive, nothing 
like a complete biography. “And there 
are also many other things which Jesus 
did, the which, if they should be written 
every one, I suppose that even the world 
itself could not contain the books that 
should be written.” Thus we have a few 
glimpses of the great life, and then comes 
the catastrophe,---Gethsemane, the 
judgment hall, Calvary. But especially 
is the record of His resurrection life on 
earth, the forty days from the tomb to 
the hill of ascension, fragmentary and 
mysteriously silent. What body had 
He then? Did He eat and drink? Once 
certainly; but was it His custom? Had He 
any fixed habitation? He came, He went; 
no eye saw whence, whither. Why did 
not His disciples always recognize Him? 
Was He ever seen, during those days, by 
any but loving eyes? This forty days is 
strangely shadowy. It seems almost like 
a dream-land, and yet the events are 
intensely real. This shadowiness has well-
defined points in it. The person of Jesus 
seems to us, not like a dissolving vision 
on canvas, but like a statue behind a veil 
whose folds now reveal and now conceal 
by turns the full figure. But there is a veil, 
and we cannot brush it aside; and we 
stand before it with a feeling of reverence 

and awe, as if all that was earthly about 
the Son of Man were mysteriously and 
incommunicably transforming under 
our eye into the heavenly, impalpable 
and unseen.
 In fine, the simple humanity of Jesus 
Christ, throughout the whole inspired 
record, is completely subordinated to the 
higher divinity of His nature and work.
 3. In regard to the next world.
 It is true that the Bible casts some clear 
and positive light on the great question 
of human destiny. It reveals immortality. 
It reveals a world of blessedness and a 
world of woe;---but only the outlines, 
not the interior constitution of either. It 
assures us that they who are Christ’s shall 
be with Him where He is. This is His last 
will and testament. This is Heaven. But 
what is the method and what are the 
conditions of the heavenly life;---the 
sainted ones are how occupied; whether 
there is with them succession of time; 
how they measure existence; what do 
they have to do with each other; what 
with Christ; what with angels; what they 
know about this world; do they think of 
us; “do they love us there?”---on all these 
points the Scriptures are silent. “It doth 
not yet appear what we shall be,”---only 
this is definitely revealed, “that when he 
who is our life shall appear we shall be 
like him.” Likeness to Christ of which 
we know something in this world, and 
presence with Christ of which also we 
have earnests here, are the only things 
positively revealed in regard to the future 
life of the saints. Human curiosity and 
the speculative spirit would know more; 
but more is not to be known until we 
“see as we are seen and know as we are 
known.”
 And in regard to the lost, even a 
thicker veil is drawn over the whole 
scene. Outer, utter darkness! No ray of 
light to penetrate that darkness! Lost! 
The very word suggests the same awful 
indefiniteness. Where are they? In what 
part of God’s universe, or out of it? What 
are the conditions of their being? There 
is no reply; all is swallowed up in that 
great abysmal word---”lost”! That is all: 
a few figures, fearfully suggestive,---”the 
lake of fire,”---”the bottomless pit,”---
”the undying worm.”
 This silence of Scripture in regard to 
the actual state, the conscious being, and 
the activities and surroundings of the 
departed seems designed. It is almost 
a studied silence, and it is sometimes 
painful. Oh, for a little more lifting of 
the veil! Oh, for a word from Him who 
spoke with authority! Oh, for permission 
to Paul to tell the things seen and heard 
in the third Heaven! But no. The silence 
must remain unbroken. Souls every day 
may go beyond the veil and see, but not 
one may return to tell the visions, be they 
beatific or be they horrible.
 4. The Scriptures make no attempt to 
harmonize their own doctrines.
 When we have received one clear 
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Silence of Scripture
(Continued from page 177) •

in truth.” “Hold fast the form of sound 
words,” says the apostle, but he gave us no 
systematized liturgy or catechism. “Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together;” but no unmistakable pattern 
of a worldly sanctuary is given us. “Let 
all things be done decently and in 
order;” but there are no Scriptures 
rubrics. There is no silence in the Holy 
Scriptures on the great spiritual verities 
which underlie all the symbols and 
formularies of the church catholic in all 
times and climes; but on many a point of 
form and order and outer life, which has 
caused much controversy and perhaps 
schism in Christ’s church, the Scriptures 
themselves are silent;---God has not 
spoken.
 We now ask what means this silence; 
is it good, and if so, how is it good, that 
the Bible says so little or says nothing 
at all upon these and similar points? In 
reply let it be answered:---
 1. This silence of Scripture upon many 
things pertaining to God himself, His 
works, His providence, and His grace,---
to Christ in His humanity and His outer 
life,---man in his sin and his destiny,---
and to the church in its worldly relations,-
--exalts the majesty and enhances the glory 
of God, as it is the necessary consequences 
of His being God.
 It is in the very nature of the divine 
revelations to be only partial. Morally 
speaking God cannot reveal Himself 
fully to man. Not however from any lack 
of power to communicate on His part, 
but from lack of capacity to apprehend 
on ours. You cannot pour the contents 
of a gallon measure into a gill cup. The 
finite understanding, limited on all sides 
by the boundaries of earth and sense and 
by the short reach of rational intuitions, 
cannot grasp the things of God in their 
infiniteness, simply because God is God. 
“It is the glory of God,” says the wise man, 
“to conceal a thing.” It is sign and proof 
of His greatness, His majesty, His glory, 
that He has things to conceal: things that 
He must conceal from human view. Man 
may dig ditches and wells, and sink shafts 
deep in the earth, but not below human 
fathoming. Man can measure whatever 
man can make. But the deep and dark 
rifts and craters that defy the plummet, 
that go down, down, below the reach of 
lead and line thrown by human hands, 
these God made. And these in their very 
silence tell of His power.
 And it is the glory of God that He 
can make what man cannot measure;--
-that He can walk in the majesty of His 
creations and providence where man can 
neither accompany nor follow Him. Says 
Robert Hall,
 “The infinite superiority of the 
divine perfections renders concealment 
necessary. Viewing eternity in all its 

extent;---having present to His mind all 
that is past and all that is future;---seeing 
the end from the beginning; looking 
forward to the remotest period, and 
embracing in His prospect all possible 
future events, He regulates His conduct 
upon a scale which belongs only to Him 
who inhabits eternity. Concealment is 
the necessary indication and proof, as 
well as the effect of His being ‘infinite in 
counsel.’ the judgments of such a Being 
must by the necessity of His nature, be to 
our limited understanding ‘a great deep.’ 
Oh, the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and His 
ways past finding out.”
 Would you have no silences in 
Scriptures,---no dark chasms in 
revelation, out of which comes no voice 
of God,---then, in the fullness of His 
Being, God must be degraded to  man, or 
man in the littleness of his nature must 
be exalted to God. But as long as His ways 
and His thoughts are high above ours, as 
the heavens are above the earth, so long 
will He withhold from us more than He 
communicates;---so long will the great 
unrevealed world of spiritual things skirt 
the revealed and the seen all around.
 2. This silence of the Bible, as 
contrasted with the pretentious and 
puerile utterances of other books 
claiming to be divine revelations, is 
among the strongest internal evidences of its 
divine authorship.
 Had men written this Bible without 
the divine inspiration, and with the 
design of meeting the conscious longing 
of the soul for further knowledge of 
hidden things, it would have catered to 
human curiosity, and attempted more 
fully to unfold the mysteries that hang 
around human life and death. Other 
books have done this, and in doing it 
have betrayed their true character. A 
book too intensely human, and the more 
so when humanity is corrupted, must be 
suspected of being entirely human. Thus 
the Koran of Mahomet is half filled with 
pretended revelations of the sensuous 
felicities of a most sensuous heaven. Well 
has a Bampton lecturer said,
 “With regard to the great and 
momentous doctrine of a future state, 
and the condition of the soul after its 
departure from the body, it must indeed 
be acknowledged that the prophet of 
Arabia has presented us with a nearer 
prospect of the invisible world, and 
disclosed to us a thousand particulars 
concerning it which the Holy Scriptures 
had wrapped in the most profound and 
mysterious silence. But in his various 
representations of another life he 
generally descends to an unnecessary 
minuteness and particularity, which 
excites disgust and ridicule, instead of 
reverence; and even his most animated 
descriptions of the joys of Paradise, of 
the torments of Hell, however strong 
and glowing the colors in which they are 

painted, are yet far inferior, in point of 
true sublimity, and far less calculated 
to promote the interests of piety, by 
raising the hopes and alarming the fears 
of rational beings, than the degree of 
obscurity in which the future life of the 
gospel is still involved.”
 The Apocryphal gospels, written 
by some uninspired men in the early 
Christian ages, attempting to supply the 
void in the history of the childhood and 
youth of Christ, make a pitiable show of 
their weak wisdom by ascribing the most 
absurd, puerile and unworthy words 
and works to the child Jesus;---how He 
cast the devil in the shape of a dog, out 
of Judas Iscariot when a boy, for having 
struck Him on the side;---how, at seven 
years of age, when His playmates had 
made clay figures of oxen, and horses 
and the like,  He by a miracle made these 
figures walk;---how, when His reputed 
father, Joseph the carpenter, had made 
a throne for a certain king, at great 
expense of time and labor, and it was 
found too short by a span for its position, 
He by a miracle extended the wood to 
larger dimensions. How pitiable are 
such utterances as these of the so-called 
Gospel of the Infancy, compared with the 
sublime silence of Matthew and Luke, or 
the deep and mysterious half-unfolding 
and half-concealing of John---grasping 
the whole fact of the infancy, growth 
and physical life of Jesus in one grand 
utterance, “The word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
Verily God’s silence, inspiring awe, is 
better than man’s garrulity, exciting 
contempt.
 Emanuel Swedenborg, the mystic 
philosopher of the last century, was a man 
of remarkable parts. He was spiritual, 
he was learned, he was profound; but 
he was a dreamer. He professed to 
supplement the revelations of the Bible 
by equally inspired and authoritative 
revelations through himself. But his 
“Arcana Coelestia,” is to most minds an 
inextricable labyrinth of humanizing 
philosophy, obtruding into the spiritual 
world all the creations of the material, 
out of place, monstrous, impossible, 
and so far from revealing to a clear 
inner vision the things unseen, he most 
thoroughly confounds and mystifies the 
things that are seen or plainly revealed in 
God’s book. The human will always bear 
the marks of the human. Man, when he 
speaks, whether in the sober realities 
of actual life, or in the airy regions of 
dreams and trances, reveals himself, not 
God. Religion is not philosophy, nor is 
Swedenborg’s mystic philosophy religion. 
From the Apocalypse, with its glowing 
imagery and brilliant symbolism, to the 
“Arcana Coelestia”, with its sickening 
details of low, half-spiritual, half-
material, existences, and semi-earthly 
and sensuous natures,---is it a climax, or 

is it a bathos? Nay, give us John, and let 
Swedenborg fly away on his airy nothings.
 Modern so-called spiritualism 
professed to give us revelations direct 
from the unseen world. It sets aside 
the authority of the Scriptures and 
substitutes the vague, contradictory and 
meaningless inanities of table tippers 
and nervous women. Read a column 
of the pretended revelations from 
departed spirits in the “Banner of Light” 
newspaper. What gross materialism! 
What crudeness! What simpering 
sentimentalism! What wishy-washy 
twaddle, about spheres and planes, and 
auras, and accordances, and the like! 
What bubble-talk, what flightiness, what 
pretentions and assumptions! And out of 
it all, all the revealed wisdom of twenty 
years of rapping and vaporing, you will 
not gather one grand doctrine of the 
things unseen, that has taken hold of the 
heart of humanity, as does the doctrine 
of the cross. Not one great discovery in 
ethics,---not one truth that goes to make 
better men and women of us all; not 
one principle of government, or social 
science, or education, that has improved 
and blessed the world in its application! 
In attempting to reveal the details of the 
spiritual world and lift the veil on the 
processes and methods of spirit life, it has 
proved its deceptive human or demoniac 
origin, and stands in marked contrast 
with the grand old life-giving and life-
preserving truths of the Word of God.
 In contradistinction from all these 
and the like humanizing systems and 
beliefs, that more or less, all of them, 
cater to some morbid curiosity or spirit 
of speculation, the Bible maintains a 
holy reserve. It gives us principles, life-
germs of spiritual truth. It touches great 
central facts, that effect vital interests. It 
never condescends to gratifying an idle 
curiosity, or to meet with its unfoldings 
of knowledge a simply human and 
worldly want. It reveals, not the how and 
where of immortality, but immortality 
itself. It brings to man’s moral waste, not 
excitement, but satisfaction. It deals not 
in riddles for the curious, nor paradoxes 
for the speculative, but in healing for 
the morally sick. It answereth not a 
fool according to his folly, when it is 
silent. It enters not into the details of 
building up character; but it opens to 
our view the sure foundation of Rock in 
Christ. It talks not idly, nor cateringly, 
nor patronizingly, nor indulgently, nor 
sentimentally, nor vaguely; but it talks to 
men, earnestly, strongly, pungently, with 
great pertinency to their present and 
prospective wants, and with great power 
to stir the soul’s lethargies, to enlighten, 
to arouse, to save. Verily the voice of 
this book, which when it speaks, speaks 
with authority, and when it is silent with 
authority, is no other than the voice of 
God.
 3. The silence of Scripture on things 



September 5, 2012 • The  Berea  Baptist  Banner • Page 179

 

BEREA BAPTIST BROADCAST
Financial Report

7-1-2012 to 7-31-2012

Beginning Balance ....................................$4,295.81

RECEIPTS:
Berea B. C., Mantachie, MS ...........................225.00
Grace B. C., Corbin, KY  ...................................100.00
Briar Creek B. C., Williamsburg, KY  ........... 100.00
Anonymous  .................................................  1,000.00
...........................................................................  1,425.00
TOTAL ............................................................... 5,720.81

EXPENDITURES:
Radio Time (US) ............................................... 360.00
Program production  ..................................... 195.00
TOTAL  EXPENDITURES ............................... $555.00
......................................................................... $5,165.81
Interest ..................................................................  +. 04
............................................................................ 5,165.85
Less Corbin, KY des. ...................................-1,363.72
ENDING BALANCE .....................................$3,802.13

CORBIN, KENTUCKY REPORT
Beginning Balance ....................................$1,563.72
RECEIPTS:
.....................................................................................0.00
TOTAL ............................................................... 1,563.72

EXPENDITURES:
WCTT ...................................................................200.00
ENDING BALANCE .....................................$1,363.72

BEREA BAPTIST BANNER
Financial Report

7-1-2012 to 7-31-2012

Beginning Balance ....................................$2,201.10

RECEIPTS:
Amazing Grace B. C., Stockdale, TX  ............25.00
Berea B. C., Mantachie, MS ...........................300.00
Berea B. C., Stonington, IL ...............................60.00
Bethel B. C. , Pasadena, TX  ............................  50.00
Bible Believer’s B. C., Naples, ID  ................ 100.00
Big Creek B. C., Wayne, WV ...........................313.45
Briar Creek B. C. , Williamsburg, KY  .......... 150.00
Citrus M. B. C., Inverness, FL ..........................  25.00
F. W. Howard, Lees Summit, MO  .................  10.00
Faith B. C., Lynn, FL  ..........................................  12.50
Grace B. C., Corbin, KY  ...................................100.00
Grace B. C., Winston-Salem, NC ....................50.00
Grace M. B. C., Marion, IL .................................50.00
Grace M. B. C., Tulsa, OK ...................................35.00
Harold Flynn, Craigsville, WV  .......................  50.00
Howard Treadway, Taylorsville, NC  ............  10.00
Indore B. C., Indore, WV  ............................... 100.00
Leroy Bullard, Albuquerque, NM ................100.00
The Lord’s Church, Goose Creek, SC  .........  50.00
Michael Sherman, Ashland, KY  ...................  40.00
Mt. Pleasant B. C., Chesapeake, OH ...........100.00
New Testament B. C., Bristol, TN  .................  20.00
New Testament B. C., Goshen, IN .................50.00
Philadelphia B. C., Decatur, AL ....................100.00
Portland B. C., Plumerville, AR .......................50.00
Southside B. C., Fulton, MS  ...........................  50.00
Sovereign Grace B. C., Northport, AL ...............100.00
Sovereign Grace B. C., Silsbee, TX  ..............  30.00
Sovereign Grace B. C. , Warren, OH ............  75.00
Subscriptions ......................................................94.00
Anonymous  ............................................... $1,200.00
Dividing checks  ..........................................  1,160.00
Sub Total .......................................................$4,609.95
TOTAL .............................................................$6,811.05

EXPENDITURES:
Printing ............................................................... 550.00
Postage .............................................................. 797.62
Wages .............................................................  2,300.00
FICA ..................................................................... 175.90
Supplies  .............................................................122.16
Dividing checks  ..........................................  1,150.00
Total Expenditures ................................... $5,095.68
............................................................................ 1,715.37
Bank charge  ...................................................... -13.00
ENDING BALANCE .................................... $1,702.37

Silence of Scripture
(Continued from page 178) •

  • (Continued on page 180)

of less moment, gives emphasis to its 
utterances on the great central doctrines of 
faith and life.
 Look at a great painting; for instance, 
Bierstadt’s “Domes of the Yosemite.” It is 
only in the immediate foreground that 
any attempt is made to paint the grass, 
the flower, the moss on the rock. As 
the vista stretches away up the valley, 
all these little details are lost in the 
generalization of the scene. The great 
arches recede in the over-hanging cliffs; 
the bald domes tower up on either side 
in their unique majesty; and away up 
and on in the distance, the sky and the 
cloud and the mountain all seem melting 
together into one billowy blue ocean of 
air. There is no attempt to represent the 
valleys that lie between those distant 
domes. There are ravines and gorges and 
perhaps broad plateaus hid away among 
the mountains. You know, as you gaze, 
that they are there, but the pencil and 
brush have rather concealed than tried 
to depict them. They do not now distract 
your admiration of the great groupings 
of nature, revealed only in their massive 
majesty, not in the details of minor 
beauty.
 It is just so with these divine 
revelations. They show us the spiritual 
world only in the grandeur of its outline 
facts, not in the details of minor incident. 
Take, for instance, the recorded life 
of Jesus Christ, and the progressive 
development of Christian doctrine in 
the writings of the apostles. Only in the 
fore-ground of His infancy do we find 
any of the outer incidents of His life 
detailed. There are the manger, the star, 
the shepherds, the magi,---a little group 
of facts that lend color and vividness to 
the whole picture. Twelve years away 
there stands out, isolated from all its 
surroundings, one suggestive scene. 
Here a revealing ray, as from a rift in the 
over-hanging cloud, lights the picture a 
little. Then, eighteen years away in the 
distance, rise up in all their majesty and 
glory, but enveloped in cloud all about 
their bases, the mighty facts of His life 
and death. And still on, partly in the mist 
and partly in the sunlight, the mountain 
domes of Christian doctrine raise their 
sun-lit crests high up towards God. Thus 
mingled, the light of revelation and the 
shade of concealment, make up a picture 
more vivid and grand and real, than 
could have been secured by a flood of 
light, that should in the attempt to reveal 
all, have obscured all by its dazzle. God’s 
revelations are adjusted to human eyes.
 4. This silence of Scripture is 
disciplinary to our humility and our faith.
 We need to know a little in  order to 
learn our ignorance. The profoundest 
philosophers have not been arrogant 
men. Socrates, the brightest luminary 

of the old heathen world, declared that 
he could see no reason why the Delphic 
oracle pronounced him the wisest of 
men, unless it was that he knew nothing 
and was aware of the fact, while other 
men knew nothing and were not aware 
of it. Isaac Newton compared his own 
profound researches and discoveries in 
science to a child gathering a few pebbles 
on the shore of a wide ocean of truth. So 
God gives us a few revelations, and from 
these we learn how much lies hidden 
yet in the counsels of His will, and how 
utterly dependent we are on His revealing 
Word for all safe knowledge of the things 
unseen. We have a better standard of self-
measurement. God’s partial revelations 
make us aware of how little we know 
about the profoundest subject that ever 
exercised human thought, and how we 
should know absolutely nothing, without 
His Word. Here and there on the broad 
expanse before us and round, God has 
let fall a ray of light, and where it falls 
we catch visions, new revelations of life 
and truth. How much, then, must lie still 
unrevealed and unconceived of by us, in 
the vast intervening spaces of darkness. 
Thus “Sacred silence whispering truths 
divine,” suggests to us the existence of 
things, which eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, nor hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive. We need to 
contemplate the great things of God to 
know how little we are. The Psalmist 
felt this. “When I consider thy heavens, 
the work of thy fingers, the sun and the 
moon and the stars which thou hast 
made, what is man?” In the shadow of 
His works, what is human achievement? 
Skirting only the border of the infinite 
knowledge, what is human philosophy? 
So is our pride chastened, our humility 
is put in discipline. If God had revealed 
nothing, should we not have supposed 
we knew all things? If He had revealed 
all, we should have known all. In either 
case we should have been or seemed to be 
as gods---”knowing good and evil.” But 
the half-revealings and half-concealings 
of God, teach us differently, and show 
us that in fact we are “but of yesterday 
and know nothing.” So likewise our faith 
is put in training. Faith dwells in the 
border-land of shade between the light 
and the dark. All light or all dark, there 
were no room for faith. She is a grace that 
sees men as trees walking. She discerns 
substance, but not form; she rests on 
evidence, but not vision. God by the 
economy of His partial revelations, has 
given us this border-land for faith. And 
faith loves it. She says, “On this side I can 
see, on the other I can trust, and midway 
I can walk, and as I walk I can look not 
at my path but at His guiding eyes.” If 
according to His revelations we are now 
by vital union with Christ become sons 
of God, we will wait in confidence what 
we shall be when He who is our life shall 
appear.
 This spirit of reposeful confidence in 

the revealing or the concealing God, is 
the direct reverse of that spirit of uneasy 
and restive speculation which tries to be 
wise above what is written. The truth is, 
divine revelation is the base line of all 
spiritual knowledge. Well says Charnock, 
“Submit to God not to be curiously 
inquisitive into what is not revealed. 
There is something hid in whatever is 
revealed. We must not go about to unlock 
God’s cabinet. It does not become us to 
be resty, because God hath not admitted 
us into the debates of eternity. We are as 
little to be curious about what God hath 
hid, as to be careless of what God hath 
manifested. Too great an inquisitiveness 
beyond our line, is as much a provoking 
arrogance, as a blockish negligence of 
what is revealed is a slighting ingratitude.”
 Three conclusions follow:
 (1.) This silence of the Bible is not a 
defect, but in reality a glory.
 A defect implies some part wanting: 
a part necessary to the function of the 
whole; a wheel gone from the machine, 
a link missing from the chain, a breach in 
the plan, a failure in the intent.
 But revelation is not a whole: it is of 
necessity partial, though all the parts are 
given that God intended should be given. 
There is no failure in the intent. God 
purposed to give us certain views of things 
super-sensuous. What if each seem to us 
a distinct picture and we can neither see  
how one dissolves into another, nor yet 
the exact relation of one to another, or to 
all the others? We have all the divine light 
God intended we should have. There 
is no defect here. More we could not 
comprehend, though less would hardly 
have sufficed us. There is no silence in this 
Book on the great problems that affect 
human life and well-being. No silence 
on the importunate questions of human 
duty: “repent,” “believe,” “go, work.” Here 
are reproofs and warnings; promises 
and encouragements; invitations and 
welcomes; words of comfort, hope, joy. 
It is enough. What if curiosity be not 
catered to? what if the spirit of daring 
speculation meet a stern rebuke in the 
silence of God’s oracles? The chart has 
all the sure data for the voyage of life. 
The reckonings are easily made. The 
soul’s bearings may readily be found. 
Every rock and reef and head-land of 
temptation and doubt are laid down; 
what if all the rest of the wide ocean be 
unmarked? The mariner does not need 
in order to guide his course, a sky thickly 
sprinkled with undistinguishable star 
dust, and a coast-line of fire; but here 
and there a brilliant in the heavens, and 
a beacon on the shore. It is the glory of 
the divine revelations that they give us 
the data, and only the data, by which we 
are to work out the problem of life and 
destiny. There is a moral triangulation 
by which from the given elements of our 
earthly lines, we may calculate with some 
certainty the distances and relations of 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
 The Sovereign Grace Baptist Church 
of Silsbee, TX and Pastor Jose’ Serrano 
would like to announce their upcoming 
27th Annual Bible Conference on 
October 19th thru 21st, 2012. 
 Service time is Friday at 7:00 p.m. 
with a meal provided at 5:00 p.m. Lunch 
and dinner will be provided on the 20th 
and dinner on the 21st.
 For more information contact Pastor 
Serrano at (409) 385-9344 or Email 
pastor@sovereigngracebaptists.org.

******
 The Amazing Grace Baptist Church 
of Stockdale, Texas is in need of a pastor. 
The church believes in preaching and 
teaching the doctrines of grace and the 
Lord’s church.  Any interested brother 
my contact Bro. Charles Reddin at 
(830) 401-0310, if there is no answer 
please leave a message.

the spiritual world.
 (2.) This silence of the Bible is exemplary. 
When this Book is silent, we should be 
silent, too. Our yearning must submit in 
trustful acquiescence.
 As expounders of the “divine Word, 
Christ’s ministers must read lightly on 
the margin of the unrevealed. There 
is a Natural Theology, and there is 
a Biblical Theology, and out of both 
may be constructed something like 
a system of Christian Theology; but 
human speculations have little place in 
such construction. In fact speculative 
Theology belongs to the old and effete 
scholasticism, rather than to the new 
and living faith, resting in the immutable 
Word.
 Biblical interpretation has its 
limits, both objectively in the divine 
revelation, and subjectively in the human 
apprehension. He is a daring man who 
attempts the unfolding of prophecy in 
anticipation of history. “Prophecy” says 
Robert Hall, “is not intended to give men 
such a knowledge of futurity as to enable 
even the most sagacious to predict events. 
The infinite wisdom of God appears in 
His foretelling future events in such a 
manner that when they arrive they tally 
and correspond to the prophecy in a great 
variety of particulars; while in the mean 
time the events are so darkly shadowed 
that the human agents by whom they are 
accomplished, are ignorant that in doing 
so, they are in fact fulfilling the counsels 
of Heaven.”
 All attempts to throw a bridge 
over the future, constructed from 
Daniel’s dreams and the visions of 
the Apocalypse, have proved pitiable 
failures. All human discourse about the 
unrevealed in the next world is to be a 
devout mind, either repulsive in its gross 
materialism, or sickening in its utter 
inanity. All efforts to harmonize the 
seemingly inharmonious teachings of 
inspiration have only darkened counsel 
with words. When this Book is silent, 
that very fact is a warrant for our silence. 
Frothy speculation has no place in a 
Christian pulpit. It is neither a loaf nor 
a fish that Jesus should bless it to the 
hungry multitudes. Let the limner depict 
the face of the Son of Man, without 
even an intimation from the Scriptures, 
of His looks and mien. It is harmless 
at least. Let the post in his imaginative 
creations, from the data of a few material 
figures, always falling far short of the 
great spiritual verities, essay to set forth 
the details of life in the under-world, 
in a Paradise Lost or an Inferno. It will 
display genius if nothing more. But let 
not the feeder and keeper of the flock of 
God go leading that flock into the mazy 
regions of doubt and negation, where is 
not even God’s star-light to guide, or any 

green thing to feed faith and love. The 
fire-flies of genius cannot light up our 
way to Heaven. The path that shineth 
more and more, lies not through the 
dream-land of even inspired silence.
 (3.) This silence is also prohibitive.
 “Why askest thou thus after my 
name, seeing it is secret” said the Angel 
of the Lord to Manoah. “Enter not 
hither,”---seems to be written over every 
gateway of doubt and speculation. To be 
venturesome here, is to be presumptuous. 
“As to such points,” says Whately, “we 
should not only seek for no explanation 
in Scripture, but should carefully abstain 
from the presumption of all inquiry 
whatever.” No man or body of men, 
council or church, may presume to fill 
up the gaps of Scripture. All positive 
doctrine,---all immutable ordinances,---
all direct and definite duties, must rest, 
not on the silence, but the utterance 
of Scripture We must hold no merely 
speculative dogmas as essential. We must 
base no religious rite or ceremony on the 
simple silence of God’s word. “Where 
has Christ enjoined the lifting up of the 
Host?” asked one of Luther. “Where has 
he forbidden it?” was his non sequitur 
reply. As though we had a warrant to 
fill up the void of God’s revelations 
with human conceits and devices, not 
positively forbidden! Let no man build 
his faith on the silence of Scripture. 
Let no church shape her ordinances 
by the rule of the unforbidden, or the 
inferential, but by the immutable “thus 
saith the Lord.”
 We will abide by the utterances, 
and stand in reverential awe before the 
silences of this Book, even according to 
the farewell word of revelation: “. . .If any 
man shall add unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues that are 
written in this book: And if any man 
shall take away from the words of the 
book of his prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of life, 
and out of the Holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this book” 
(Rev. 22:18-19). 
 (Baptist Quarterly, 1868, pp. 303-
318). 

 The Landmark Baptist Church of 
Collinsville, IL is in need of a pastor. 
Any interested Elders may call (618) 
288-4236 for more information.

******
 The Victory Baptist Church of 
Chehalis, Washington is in need of a 
pastor. Any interested brother may call 
Gerry Greisen at (360) 985-7975, or 
Mark Fenison at (360) 751-2929.

******
 The Liverpool Independent Baptist 
Church of Liverpool, New York (north 
of Syracuse) is searching for a sovereign 
grace pastor. The church believes in the 
doctrines of grace, the local church, 
and is pre-trib and pre-mil. Interested 
brethren should contact Bro. Greg 
Sigworth at (315) 677-3819.

******
 The Sovereign Grace Baptist Church 
of Galena, OH is in need of a pastor. Any 
interested candidates possessing the 
qualifications and traits concerning the 
office as found in I Timothy 3:1-7 and 
Titus 1:5-9 are asked to contact either 
of the following: Bro. Randy Coffey at 
(614) 871-2406 or email recoffeypot@
aol.com, or Bro. Joe Vass at (614) 846-
8699 or email jamijoe@wowway.com.

******
 The Bethel Bible Baptist Church, PO 
Box 85, Mansfield, LA is in need of a 
pastor.  Any interested Elder should call 
Connie McMellon at 318-872-1647.

******
 Any church that is without a pastor, 
please feel free to send your information 
in regards to the pastoral position for 
publication in these announcements.

******


