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Natural Religion

By Curtis Pugh
of Bocsa, Romania

Let us consider the natural religion
of humankind. We shall consider its
existence, its nature, its origin, the
influence ofitupon modern Christendom
and the Baptists, and the damnation
it brings. Even the casual observer will
notice thatall the peoples spread over this
vast globe upon which we find ourselves
have one thing in common. Human
beings, perhaps for several reasons,
have a tendency toward religion. Their
religious beliefs, rituals, and practices
differ from place to place. This is to be
expected as a result of isolation in the
past and perhaps other factors. But all
these different religions share a common
basis and common ideas. Because of this
we can consider them together in such
an article as this. We admit there are

many differences
among the different
religious  practices
of mankind, but we
insist, and hope to
demonstrate, that
they all have, as
stated, a common
basis or origin
and fundamental

common ideas.

We are not attacking the right of
people to believe what they believe. As
historic Baptists we insist on what some
old writers have called “soul liberty” This
is the right of every individual to practice
the religion of his or her choice, free
from coercion from other individuals,
religious organization, or governments
as long as these practices do not harm
others or infringe upon the liberties of

¢ (Continued on page 404)

The Myth of Old Testment,
Proselyte Baptism

By Douglas Newell IV
of Wake Forest, North Carolina

“I indeed baptize you with water
unto repentance” (Matt. 3:11).

John was giving some religious leaders
fits over his preaching and his baptism.
John is still giving religious leaders fits
over his preaching and his baptism
today. Matthew 3:1-8 gives the account
of a portion of the ministry of John the
Baptist preaching and baptizing in and
aboutthe Jordan River. Asachildof God,
you are going to have to deal with John,
his preaching and his baptism, meaning
you will have to explain his ministry
some way or another. You will have to
be truthful or you will have to explain
him away, but you must deal with John
the Baptist. An honest reading of the
Scripture concerning John the Baptist
will leave you with the conclusion that
you ought to be; no, must be a Baptist if
you are to follow the Lord in His church.

The baptism in
Matthew 3 has been
misunderstood,
misapplied  and
attempted to be
explainedawaysince
the very hours John
was crying in the
wilderness.  John
poses a problem for
practically every false denomination;
but especially those of the paedobaptism
sect, or the infant baptizers. In order to
justify the practice of baby baptism, it
is attempted to try and link baptism to
circumcision and Abraham tothe church;
butthat peskyJohnthe Baptist (alongwith
the New Testament) just keep getting in
the way. One way to try and neutralize
and explain away the reality of John's
baptism is to reinvent it as something
it never was, namely proselyte baptism
[Webster’s defines proselyte as “A new
¢ (Continued on page 406)

Christ, The Law, and the
Christian

By Timothy Hille
of Ashland, Illinois

Matthew 5:17-20

Much confusion reigns in the religious
world concerning the law of God. It is
no wonder, then, that there is so much
confusion as to the Person and work of
Jesus Christ, since He is both the subject
and the fulfiller of the law (John 1:45,
Luke 24:44, 45). “I am not come to
destroy, but to fulfil” We ought to
remember that here, in the “sermon on
the mount,” Jesus is, as a King, setting
forth the principles and precepts of
His kingdom. The truths found in our
current text are for those described
in the preceding verses, “the poor in
spirit” (Matt. 5:3); “they that mourn”
(Matt. 5:4); “the meek” (Matt. 5:5);
“they which do hunger and thirst after

righteousness”
(Matt. 5:6); “the
merciful” (Matt.
5:7); “the pure in
heart” (Matt. 5:8);
“the peacemakers”
(Matt. 5:9); and,
“they which are
persecuted for
righteousness’
sake” (Matt. 5:10). These describe the
spiritual character of those who are the
citizens of the kingdom of heaven, who
have been born again and who have
trusted in Christ as Lord and Saviour.
On the one hand, we find those who
say that man is under no law as far as
God is concerned. On the other hand,
we find those who teach that man is
saved by works of the law. Some teach
¢ (Continued on page 404)

Pastors’ Problems

By Milburn Cockrell
(1941 - 2002)

That pastors have problems is not even
doubted by their most bitter opponents
or close friends. And I do not expect to
relieve all the problems of pastors in this
article, but I do seek to create a better
understanding between pastors and
members. Justaboutall the problems with
which pastors are confronted arise from
the basic ignorance of church members
as to what a pastor really is. Generally
speaking, there has been a shift in the
role of the pastor in recent times. He is
no longer looked upon as predominantly
aminister of the Word. Now he is viewed
as an administrator. Members are more
concerned about his visitation ministry
than his preaching ministry, his ability
to speak with men than his ability to
speak to God. They want him to possess
much secular education, but are often
indifferent to his having attended the
school of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 1:11, 15-
18).

The Bible no-
where  says that a
pastor is to be pre-

\ sident of the PTA,
or a member of the
Lion’s Club. Neither is
- he set forth as a civic
o . promoter that strives
- ® for social equality.
Instead the Scriptures
warnthepastoroftheevilofentanglement
with the “affairs of this life” (II Tim. 2:4;
Mark 4:19). A New Testament pastor
is predominantly a prophet, propagator,
preacher, promoter and promulgator of
spiritual things. He is to be “apt to teach”
the good things of the Lord (I Tim. 3:2),
and people should expect to hear from
him, not socialism and politics, but “the
word that cometh forth from the Lord”
(Ezek. 33:30). What was true of Old
Testament priests should be true of New
Testament pastors: “For the priests
lips should keep knowledge, and they
should seek the law at his mouth: for he
¢ (Continued on page 402)

You can lay so many books on the brain as to bury it, and teach children so much
that they learn nothing, and preach so long that the people forget all that is said.

“A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver” (Pro. 25:11).
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is the messenger of the Lord of hosts”
(Mal. 2:7). An undershepherd under
Christ, the Great Shepherd and Bishop
of souls, is to feed (not fleece) the sheep
the pure, unadulterated, unvarnished
Word of Jehovah (I Pet. 5:2; Acts
20:28; John 21:15, 16-17). He is to “give
attendance to reading, to exhortation,
to doctrine” (I Tim. 4:13). He must give
himself “continually to prayer, and to
the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:4). All
other things are inferior and secondary
to his spiritual work.

A good number in his church seems to
expect him not to offend the good givers
and bigwigs in his preaching, even if in
pleasing men he ceases to be the servant
of Christ (Gal. 1:10). There are always
some in the church who would attempt
to usurp the office of the Holy Spirit
and endeavor to tell the pastor what
to preach. They tell him: “Prophesy
not unto us right things, speak unto
us smooth things, prophesy deceits”
(Isa. 30:10). They want to have their
ears tickled (I Tim. 4:2). And though
the pastor is a servant of the most high
God, he will in many cases condescend
to doing what they tell him. Any pastor
who allows a deacon board or a clique
to make out his sermon outlines would
be better off if a millstone were hanged
around his neck and he were cast into
the sea. Such a pastor will soon discover
that the church has no more respect for
a peace-at-any-price, good-Lord-and-
good-devil, sissy-britches than a loud-
mouthed, domineering woman has for a
puny, effeminate, henpecked husband.

A God-called, God-honoring and
God-fearing pastor gets his message from
God and this message burns in his soul
(Jer. 20:9). He comes forth under a life-
or-death sentence to preach God’s Word
without fear or favor to an eternity-
bound people (I Tim. 5:20-21). God’s
pastor delivers Heaven’s message whether
men like it or not, for it is a small thing
for him to be judged of men’s judgment
(I Cor. 4:3). If pastors would earnestly,
faithfully, and prayerfully preach the
whole council of God in the power of
the Holy Spirit, they would find some of
their problems removed.

Problems As To Visitation

There is no subject more frequently
discussed among members than the
pastor’s  visitation ministry. Many
pastors are severely criticized for not
visiting among the church members as
they deem necessary. To hear some talk,
you would think it is the pastor’s duty to
visit each church member daily. He may
have several church members who work
publicly, work hard at home and attend
various clubs and school activities, but in
spite of this, somehow, or someway, he
must know when they are home and visit

with them even when he is not invited
and even given the impression that he is
not wanted. Observation has convinced
me that those who scream the loudest
about the pastor not visiting them are the
same group who seek the rule or ruin of
the church. In other words, these people
are angry because the pastor has not
come down and let them tell him how to
run the church to suit them.

This day and time about the only time
the shepherd of the flock can visit his
sheep and find them at home is at night.
This is the time of various community
and school activities. And though the
members’ kids must many times even
stay home from the Wednesday night
service to study their school lessons, the
pastor’s kids are denied the same right.
If the preacher’s family does not go with
him at night, then they are denounced
as unsociable. In addition to this, when
the pastor goes to a member’s house, he
finds it impossible to talk because of the
noisy TV which, if turned off, causes
no small stir among the kids and some
adults. While members denounce the
pastor for not visiting enough, they will
also criticize him for visiting too much.
They will criticize him for going to one
house more than to theirs. The pastor
who visits his members too frequently is
generally said to have “pets” and “special
friends” He is even sometimes accused of
being after someone’s wife and of being a
big politician. When a pastor gets to be
too common to his members, they lose
their respect for him and put the skids
under him and out he goes.

Certainly it is the pastor’s duty to visit
the backslidden and the lost whether
invited or not (James 1:27). He should
visit with his members when he has
business to discuss with them without
an invitation. But he should visit socially
only when he is invited (Acts 16:14-15).
It is on this one point that there seems
to be a great deal of misunderstanding.
Members often say to the preacher.
“Come to see me’ Maybe the pastor
tries to do this, but finds no one at home.
Church members who really want the
pastor to visit with them could greatly
help their pastors if they would invite
him to come at a stated time when they
will be at home. When this is done, the
pastor feels that his presence is wanted
and would be appreciated. Then he can
visit socially with church members and
know he is not being a pest or a nuisance.
A minister knows full well that Proverbs
25:17 reads: “Let your foot be seldom in
your neighbor’s house, lest he become
tired of you and hate you” (Amplified
Version).

Quite often church members complain
because their pastor does not visit them
when they are sick. Some never seem to
realize that the pastor may have been
sick during the time of their illness. They
also fail to realize that the pastor may
not have known that they were sick.

Contrary to the general opinion, the
Scriptures admonish members to “call
for the elders of the church” when they
get sick (Jas. 5:14). The elder or elders
should visit the sick when called, pray
for them and anoint them with oil in the
name of the Lord. I do not believe it is
the pastor’s duty to do this every time a
churchgoer sneezes or has the toe ache.
I have visited many people who claimed
to be sick when I was sicklier than they
were. Those who grumble most about
the pastor not visiting them when they
are sick are usually the last ones to visit
the brethren or the pastor and his family
if they happen to get sick. “And why
beholdest thou the mote that is in thy
brother’s eye, but considerest not the
beam that is in thine own eye?” (Matt.
7:3). “Therefore thou are inexcusable, O
man, whosoever thou art that judgest:
for wherein thou judgest another, thou
condemnest thyself; for thou that
judgest doest the same thing” (Rom.
2:1). Too many church members have
one standard for the pastor, and another
for their brethren, and still another for
themselves.
Lack of Respect

One of the most distasteful problems
of the pastor in this twentieth century
is the lack of respect for his office.
We live in a disrespectful age, a time
when “the child shall behave himself
proudly against the ancient, and the
base against the honourable” (Isa. 3:5).
People do not want to render “honour to
whom honour” is due (Rom. 13:7). They
ought not to be lightly esteemed, but
esteemed “very highly in love for their
work’s sake” (I Thess. 5:13). The pastor
is to be respected because of his office,
not because of his person.

In New Testament times preachers
were highly esteemed because they were
men worthy of esteem. The Galatians
received Paul “as an angel of God, even
as Christ Jesus” (Gal. 4:14). This was
as it should have been for Christ Jesus
Himself said to His ministers: “He
that receiveth whomsoever I send
receiveth me” (John 13:20). The first
century preacher was looked upon as the
messenger of God and his message was
treated as the message of God. Paul said
of the Thessalonians: “When ye received
the word of God which yeheard of us, ye
received it not as the word of men, but
as it is in truth, the word of God, which
effectually worketh also in you that
believe” (I Thess. 2:13). This too, was as it
should have been. Jesus Christ said: “He
that heareth you heareth me: and he
that despiseth you despiseth me” (Luke
10:16). The Apostle John declared: “He
that knoweth God heareth us; he thatis
not of God heareth not us” (I John 4:6).
So to reject the Lord’s messenger and
message is to reject and despise the Lord
Himself; yea, to give evidence that one
is not of the Lord’s sheep, for His sheep

¢ (Continued on page 403)
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hear His voice (Ex. 16:8; John 10:27).

Alas! So few pastors now enjoy the
respect that the early preachers did and
such respect as is demanded by the Holy
Scriptures! People nowadays think of the
pastor as a crackpot, an extremist, a bigot
and an old fogey. Church members hear
his message, knowing full well that they
are not going to obey it; yea, they make
fun of his message and denounce him for
even preachingit. Nobetter response than
the preacher normally has to his sermon,
one wonders why the doors of the church
are not closed and the preacher sent back
to the cotton patch.

Money Accusations

Public disrespect for pastors is from
the fact that more than a few professed
pastors are men unworthy of proper
respect. A good many preachers have
very bad credit references. In these days
of the “new morality” it is not uncommon
for a minister to divorce his wife and
marry another woman. This is done in
spite of the teaching of the Scripture
that a bishop is to be “the husband of
one wife” (I Tim. 3:2). Thus it is that the
immorality of afew hasbrought the whole
ministerial profession into disrepute to
the man on the street. In many cases a
pastor must prove himself to be a man
worthy of respect before he can enjoy at
least a portion of the ministerial respect
due him.

It has been commonly rumored from
time immemorial that preachers are out
for the money. I do not doubt that there
are some hirelings who “careth not for
the sheep” (John 10:13), but I maintain
that they are the exception and not
the general rule. Most pastors are “not
greedy of filthy lucre” (I Tim. 3:3) and
have done much to make “the gospel of
Christ without charge” (I Cor. 9:18).
The average income of pastors is about
$25,000 a year. This is lower than any
other profession. The man who decides
to become a Baptist preacher to get rich
quick, is not only a deceived and ignorant
person, but a down right fool of the first
rank. If the reader feels this is a radical
and monstrous statement, I ask him
to sit down and name all of the Baptist
preachers who got rich preaching the
whole counsel of God to Baptist people.
Peradventure, the reader may name even
one, I will gladly name one hundred
Baptist preachers who died broke, and
homeless for each rich preacher the
reader may name. That there are some
rich Baptist preachers I do not deny.
But these preachers accumulated their
wealth by devoting their time to some
other work while making preaching a
sideline job.

People think nothing about the
governor of the state making $100,000
a year, or the medical doctor making

$150,000 a year, or the laborer making
$40,000 a year. But all precautionary
measures must be taken to see that the
preacher does not get overpaid. Some are
more fearful of the pastor being over-paid
than his being under-paid. The services
performed by the medical doctor who
cares for the member’s body are well
worth what ever he must pay for them,
but the services of the spiritual doctor
who cares for the churchgoers’ soul are
to be secured at a very cheap price. Some
church members want a minister with
the strength of an eagle, the gentleness
of a dove, the grace of a swan, the eye
of a hawk, the friendliness of a sparrow,
the night hours of an owl, the industry
of a woodpecker, the attractiveness of a
peacock, the tough skin of a gander, and
when they get the bird they want him
to live on the food of a canary. Pastors
are looked upon as charity cases, even
though they have spent many hard and
expensive years preparing for “the work
of the ministry” Some members pay little
attention to the words of Christ: “The
labourer is worthy of his hire” (Luke
10:7). At least a few churchgoers just
do not believe I Corinthians 9:14 which
reads: “Even so hath the Lord ordained
that they which preach the gospel
should live (not just exist or survive) of
the gospel” When it comes to pastoral
support, many pastors can ask with Paul:
“If we have sown unto you spiritual
things, is it a great thing if we shall
reap your carnal things? If others be
partakers of this power over you, are
not we rather? Nevertheless we have
not used this power; but suffer all
things, lest we should hinder the gospel
of Christ” (I Cor. 9:11-12). Baptist
preachers have not outstripped Peter of
old who had to confess: “Silver and gold
have I none” (Acts 3:6).
A Short Pastorate

It is apparent that few pastors stay
much over two years at any one church.
A great deal of the pastor’s time is
consumed in packing and moving his
belongings from one pastorate to another.
Such frequent moves are expensive and
damaging to the preacher’s furniture. His
children may be compelled to change
public schools at any time during the
school term. The itinerant pastor often
feels like the wandering Jew to whom
the Lord said: “Shalt thou find no ease,
neither shall the sole of thy foot have
rest” (Deut. 28:65). His mind often goes
to Heb. 13:14 which reads: “Here have
we no continuing city.”

A short pastorate is detrimental to
both pastor and church, although few
churches and pastors seem to realize this.
The strongest churches of this land have
been built by long-time pastors because
it takes a man a certain length of time to
get to know people well enough to be able
to help them. Then why are churches no
longer known for long pastorates? Why
must the pastor be as a cloud carried

about the denominational skies by
the unfavorable winds of disgruntled
members? It is because multitudes of
churches are plagued with a fairly good
sizedgroupofegg-headedtrouble-makers,
die-hards, rule-or-ruin, uncooperative,
unyielding, and undedicated church
members. This demon-controlled crowd
finds it extremely necessary to move
the preacher before he discovers their
hypocrisy. When the time comes to
call a pastor, these people say, “Let’s get
a man who doesn’t know us But what
they really need is a man who knows
them, peradventure he does not know
them too well to even take the church.
The existence of such a group in the
churches is the reason why few pastors
are ever called upon to return to a former
pastorate.

The average church goes through a
cycle. The first year of the new pastor’s
stay is usually pleasant. The second year
the Devil begins to work more out in the
open as the tares begin to sow “discord
among brethren” (Prov. 6:19). This
group begins to campaign to get the
pastor voted out. This group enlarges
until they vote the pastor out. The next
few months after this there is trouble and
crooked politics among the membership
which usually results in some members
going to some other church. During the
time of trying to select a new pastor “one
saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am
of Apollos” (I Cor. 3:4). Then there is
strife and division among those who are
carnal and walk as men (I Cor. 3). But
finally a new pastor is secured and the
whole cycle starts over again and “the
latter end is worse with them than the
beginning” (II Pet. 2:20).

Now why does the average church go
through such a cycle? Because the pastor
becomes lazy? Maybe in some cases, but
this is not the general rule. Then what is
the real trouble? Usually the people get
farther and farther away from the Lord,
and theybegin to notice the pastor’s faults
which have been present all along for he
is just a man like anybody else. One has
well said: “I have a minister. Time was
when he was to me a good minister. I
pronounced him great. His sermons were
wonderful - as long as I liked him. His
speech was passing fair - as long as I liked
him. He was a clean liver - as long as I
liked him. He was a hard worker - aslong
as I liked him. But my minister offended
me, one day. Whether he knew it or not,
I do not know. He is just an ordinary
one now. Since that day my minister
has ceased to be a good minister. His
sermons are not so wonderful - since he
offended me. His speech is no account -
since he offended me. His faults are more
prominent - since he offended me. He is
not a hard worker - since he offended me.
In fact, I am trying to get him voted out
- since he offended me” Most churches
need a change of congregations, instead
of a change of pastors.

Discouragement

Recently I read where a pastor of a
Baptist church committed suicide. He
jumped out of a third story window
of the city hospital. Christian people
find it difficult to understand why any
minister of the Word would deliberately
kill himself. One member, who read this
article, asked me if I was surprised to read
of such an event. I told him that I was
not surprised at this preacher’s actions,
but that I was surprised that more did
not do the same thing. I fear that my
member did not understand my answer
to his question, for no one but another
preacher really knows the constant,
nerve-breaking, mental distress which a
pastor endures each day of his life. The
pastor often finds his soul discouraged
because of the way (Num. 21:4) he sees
his hopes fail to end in realization -
“Hope deferred maketh the heart sick”
(Prov. 13:12). His flesh has no rest and
there are fightings without and fears
within (II Cor. 7:5).

The pastor, like his Master, is “a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief”
(Isa. 53:3). His whole life is a series of
“many tears and temptations” (Acts
20:19). When observing the disobedience
of saints and sinners to God’s precepts, he
feels like repeating the words of David:
“Rivers of waters run down mine eyes,
because they keep not thy law” (Ps.
119:136). The heart’s desire and prayer
to God of every preacher is that sinners
might be converted. He yearns for the
salvation of those who see no beauty in
Christ that they should desire Him. Even
though he ceases “not to warn every one
night and day with tears” (Acts 20:31),
he discovers he is a “savour of death
unto death; and to the other the savour
of life unto life” (II Cor. 2:16).

The pastor who has not known
moments of despondency is a novice.
There is not one of God’s servants who
hasnothad his moments of despondency
and discouragement. When Jezebel
threatened Elijah’s life, he “went a day’s
journey into the wilderness, and came
and sat down under a juniper tree: and
he requested for himself that he might
die” (I Kings 19:4). Moses, that great
leader of the people of God, once cried:
“I am not able to bear all this people
alone, because it is too heavy for me...
kill me, I pray thee” (Num. 11:14-15).
That great foreign missionary, Jonah,
exclaimed: “O LORD, take, I beseech
thee, my life from me” (Jonah 4:3). The
greatest souls that ever trod the highway
of God’s will have never escaped their
moments of discouragement. (Edited
CRC, 2010).
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Christ, The Law and

(Continued from page 401) &

that because salvation is by grace through
faith, that the law has no implications
for children of God. Others teach that
salvation is kept by the keeping of the
law on the part of the children of God.
Neither is correct. The Scriptures are
clear in that righteousness does not come
by the keeping of the law, and that all sin
is the transgression of the law (Gal. 2:16,
21). Righteousness comes through the
One who fulfilled the law, Jesus Christ
the Righteous. Jesus indicated that
righteousness was necessary to enter
the kingdom of heaven. “For I say unto
you, That except your righteousness
shall exceed the righteousness of the
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no
case enter into the kingdom of heaven.”
The scribes and Pharisees were the law-
keepers of that hour. They lived more
strictly according to the law than anyone
else in the Jews' religion. Nevertheless, by
their righteousness they could not enter
the kingdom of heaven; and by your
righteousness, neither can you enter the
kingdom of heaven. You require a greater
righteousness than you have and than
you can produce by your own seeming
good works (Gal. 3:10, 11). Only by faith
in Jesus Christ can you “enter into the
kingdom of heaven.”

Jesus clearly indicates that the law
should not be destroyed: nor was His
intention or purpose to destroy the law,
but rather to fulfill it. The law consisted
ofboth the moral commandments of God
and the ceremonial ordinances. Jesus
tulfilled the moral commandments of the
law in perfect obedience. He fulfilled the
ceremonial sacrifices and observances
by being their antitype (Heb. 10:1-14).
Jesus fulfilled the moral law in His sinless
life. He fulfilled the ceremonial law in
His death for sin. “For verily I say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from
the law, till all be fulfilled” God did not
set aside the law in order to save sinners;
much rather, He fulfilled the law in the
Saviour of sinners, Jesus Christ. God is
not unrighteous in saving sinners; much
rather, He declares His righteousness in
saving sinners through the sin-atoning,
sin-cleansing sacrifice of the sinless One,
Jesus Christ.

We find that there is a three-fold
righteousness with respect to those who
are of “the kingdom of heaven,” those
who are born again and made children
of God by faith in Christ Jesus. We
see that there is first of all an imputed
righteousness. ~ When something is
imputed, then it is charged to a person,
attributed to that person, and he or she
is credited with that thing. Under the
law of God, all human beings have sin
imputed to them (Rom. 5:13; 3:19). The
law declares the glorious righteousness

of God; and we find where the human
race is concerned that “all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God”
(Rom. 3:23). “Wherefore, as by one
man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned”
(Rom. 5:12). Sin is charged to all men,
women, boys, and girls under the law of
God. The law makes manifest the sinful
nature, inclination, thoughts, and deeds
of all people outside of Jesus Christ. Yet
the Bible declares that God imputes
righteousness to those who are in Christ
Jesus by faith (Ps. 32:1, 2; Rom. 4:3-8).
There is an imputation of righteousness
to every one who believes on Jesus Christ.
That is, the righteousness of Christ is
credited to them. His righteousness is
said by God to be their righteousness.
Their guilt was credited to Jesus upon
the cross by God, and His righteousness
is credited to them by God (Rom. 8:33; IT
Cor. 5:18-21).

The second aspect of righteousness
which is had by those who are of “the
kingdom of heaven” is that of imparted
righteousness. This means that God not
only accounts them to be righteous, but
that He actually makes them righteous
(II Cor. 5:17; Rom. 8:1-16). Those who
are saved have not only a new standing,
or position, but also a new nature which
is implanted in them by the Holy Spirit
in the new birth. “That which is born
of the flesh is flesh; and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6).
“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the
flesh profiteth nothing: the words that
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and
they are life” (John 6:63). Jesus not only
died in order to put away sins legally, but
He gives life to His people so that they
may live unto righteousness (Rom. 6:17,
18). Both the law of God and the grace of
God operate under one similar heading,
which is righteousness. The law of God
describes righteousness to the sinner and
demands righteousness from the sinner.
The grace of God gives righteousness to
one who was a sinner and makes that
person righteous. God has given you who
are saved a new nature that is inclined,
enabled, and activated to righteousness.
He did not give you this new nature

BY the law, but BY faith through the
operation of the Holy Spirit. Under the
law, youwere atenmity with God and that
enmity was demonstrated. Under grace,
God makes you to be reconciled to Him
and that reconciliation is demonstrated
in a new way of life.

Thethirdaspectofrighteousnesswhich
children of God have is demonstrated
righteousness. This is the righteousness
which we who are saved are to have before
men. With imparted righteousness,
“the righteousness of the law is fulfilled
in us” (Rom. 8:4). With demonstrated,
or manifested, righteousness, others see
God’s children living righteously. On the
one hand, we are justified in the sight of
God. On the other hand, we are justified
in the sight of men (Rom. 13:8-10). This
is the justification by works of which
James writes in his epistle (James 2:14-
18). This is an outward manifestation
of the first two aspects of righteousness
which are experienced inwardly, that
of having righteousness imputed by
God, and that of having righteousness
implanted by God (I Pet. 2:12; 3:14-
16). Law-keeping is not the emphasis
of demonstrating righteousness; but the
same kind of righteousness described by
and declared in the law is demonstrated
when a child of God walks according to
the new nature which is implanted in the
new birth (Rom. 3:31).

The religious persons of Jesus day
went about putting on a display of
“righteousness”  so-called in order
to obtain a righteous standing with
God. They were trying to use the law
to obtain righteousness, when the law
demonstrates the righteousness of
God and the unrighteousness of man.
Salvation is not by the law, neither are
we kept saved by keeping the law. The
nature that is implanted in a child of
God in regeneration will manifest a
righteousness that is in agreement with
the law of God. The Holy Spirit that
indwells a believer will direct and teach
him or her to live in a manner that is in
agreement with the principles of the law
of God. So far from being any longer at
enmity with the law of God, a child of
God manifests that he or she desires to
be under the moral government of God.
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“I delight in the law of God after the
inward man” (Rom. 7:22).
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others in any way. Historic Christianity
has always claimed to be a revealed
religion. It has claimed to be exclusively
the religion revealed by God Himself.
Our great concern is this: modern
Christendom has been permeated and
therefore greatly affected by the basic
concepts of this natural religion. This
pollution of Christianity by natural
religion has changed the Gospel from that
originally preached and taught by the
apostles into something quite opposite.
Having observed the existence of natural
religion — religion that exists apart from
the written Word of God, the Bible, let us
consider the essential nature of it. We are
not concerned with the differences that
exist between varying groups of peoples
and their religious beliefs and practices,
but with that cord that runs throughout
and binds all natural religions together..

Many people the world over think to
please Allah by making pilgrimages and
mutilating their bodies as some faithful
Moslems do. (I am careful to use their
name, Allah, because the god of the
Moslems is not the God of the Bible for
many reasons, but that is another subject
and one we cannot consider in this short
piece. In spite of this, liberal media in
the U.S. and around the world have used
the word “God” in speaking of “Allah”
and had great success in convincing the
masses that these are one and the same
person.) Some American Indians, like
the Navajo, may kill a sheep and drain the
animal’s blood into the ground as a kind
of sacrifice, seeking to please their deity.
Others may, in the words of a Tlingit
Indian in the North of Canada, “seek to
placate God” by leaving food out in the
forest or by sacrificing tobacco upon a
fire or upon a lake or river. Among the
Iroquois of certain northern States and
Canada, a white dog is sacrificed by
burning once each year for the sins of the
people. Others, like the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormons)
insist thatin certain cases God can onlybe
placated by the shedding of the blood of
the guilty party. Hence, in the Mormon-
founded state of Utah one option left to
condemned persons is the firing squad.
In 