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Germany. Industralists have longed 
to emulate its economic growth rate. 
Politicians have found it to be the 
enigma of this century. Its modern 
theology has spawned a liberalism 
which still grips the churches. Yet its 
greatest son was the father of the 
Reformation. Or was Luther really 
its greatest son? Very high in Ger­
many's gospel ranks must come 
Johann Gerhard Oncken. Prior to 
1834, Baptists as we know them 
were virtually non-existent on the 
continent of Europe (the Menonites 
excepted). In that year Oncken was 
baptized. He became the pastor of 
the first Baptist church in Hamburg. 
Writing in 1866, members of that 
church in Hamburg could say: 

"Through the wonderful work of 
(Continued on page five)

Great Commission
By Mark W. Fenison and 

Robert P. Myers 
Eatonville, Washington

In some Baptist circles the words 
"church succession" or "mother 
church" are d irty  words. Sometimes 
those that believe in such are called, 
"chain rattlers" or "Romanists," etc.

Indeed, it has been pointed out 
that some of our "great" Baptists 
and "great" Baptist historians deny 
that such a position can be "proven" 
from secular history. Nevertheless, it 
must be remembered that the final 
authority is "inspired" men not great 
"uninspired" men. It is a "Thus saith 
the Lord" that determines the 
validity of any position. Great men 
may make "great" mistakes. Secular 
history may be an "authority" to the 
church in Rome but not to Bible be­
lievers.

There are some very fine men in

Robert Myers
Baptist ranks today that oppose the 
view that w ill be expounded in this 
article. It is hoped that they may be 
charitably persuaded otherwise.

(Continued on page seven)

Women Preachers And 
Deacons In Baptist 

Churches

Real Grace 
Only In Christ

By Jarrel E. Huffman 
Duncan, Oklahoma

(Continued from April Issue)

II. THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN
AS DEACONS

Jarrel E. Huffman
Baptists have always, except for

present exceptions, ordained men to 
f ill the office of deacon. The First 
London Confession (1646) states:

(Continued on page two)

"Therefore shall a man leave his 
father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and they shall 
be one flesh" (Gen. 2:24).

In our modern world there is a 
great cry to "get back to the basics." 
I, for one, wish to join in this cry. 
I believe that it is time that we got 
back to the basics when it comes to 
marriage. Most of the sermons and 
books now being put forth deals 
w ith the "exception" clause. I plan 
to deal with this in a later message. 
But today I want to set forth from

By Rosco Brong 
(1908 - 1985)

". . .the gospel which is present for 
you, as also in all the world, and is

the Bible marriage as God intended 
it to be.

Evolutionists would have us to be­
lieve that marriage is a product of 
evolution. They say there was a time 
millions of years ago that men and 
women ran together in hordes and 
lived promiscuously without any 
permanent mating of husband and 
wife. Those of us who believe the 
Bible do not even take seriously 
such fictious theories.
GOD MADE MALE AND FEMALE

(Continued on page three)

bearing fruit, as also in you, from the 
day ye heard of and got to know the 
grace of God in truth" (Col. 1:3-6, 
improved translation).

Taking the phrase "in truth" as 
describing "the grace of God," our

Rosco Brong

text suggests: first, a real or genuine 
(Continued on page six)

The First Marriage
By Milburn Cockrell

■
(P rea c h e d  o n  th e  B erea  B a p tis t B ro ad cas t N o v e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 8 5 )
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WOMEN
(Continued from page one)
"Being thus joined, every local 
church hath power given them from 
Christ, for their wellbeing, to choose 
themselves meet persons for elders 
and deacons, being qualified accord­
ing to the word. . . ."  (Article 36, p. 
13). These qualifications as we shall 
see, limits the office to men.

Scholars seem to be in agreement 
that the seven chosen men in Acts 6 
were deacons, or at least the fore­
runners of deacons, though the word 
"deacon" is not used in the passage. 
The apostles chose these as the needs 
arose. They said, "Wherefore, breth­
ren, look ye out among you seven 
men fandras, from aner—an individ­
ual man or male, as opposed to gune, 
woman).. (Acts 6:3).

The word "deacon", as noted pre­
viously, is the transliteration of the 
Greek, diakonos—minister; servant. 
The word appears five times in the 
New Testament. See Philippians 1:1; 
I Timothy 3:8,10,12,13. Each time 
it refers to the office o f  deacon.

The word itself (diakonos), how­
ever, appears a total o f 30 times, and 
is translated "m inister" (20 times), 
"servant" (7 times), and "deacon" 
(3 times). Note: I Timothy 3:10,13 
employs the verb, diakoneo (to min­
ister).

The verb, diakoneo, appears 37 
times, and is translated "minister un­

to "  (15 times), "serve" (10 times), 
and "m inister" (7 times). In five 
other instances it is translated in a 
similar way.

The noun form, diakonia, appears 
34 times, and is translated "m in­
istry" (16 times), "m inistration" 
(6 times), "ministering" (3 times), 
and similar ways 9 more times.

The basic meaning of all o f these 
words is "to  serve" or " to  minister 
unto." Scholars are in agreement 
thus far in the discussion.

One Baptist pastor o f the present 
said this o f women being ordained as 
deacons: "While ordaining women 
was commonplace in the early 
church and even through the 1800's, 
the practice has not been very 
popular the past one hundred years." 
This pastor quotes Acts 2:17,18; 
18:26; 21:9; Romans 16:1; Philip­
pians 4:3 as proof that the early 
churches ordained women to the 
deaconship.

Acts 2:17,18 speaks of the "dau­
ghters prophesying." Acts 18:26 
speaks o f Aquila and Priscilla ex­
pounding the Word of God privately 
to Apollos. Acts 21:9 speaks of Phil­
lip's four daughters who prophesied. 
Philippians 4:3 speaks o f the women 
who labored w ith Paul in the gospel 
ministry. Surely, to the careful 
reader, there is no proof whatever 
that these verses prove the ordina­
tion of women to either the deacon- 
ship or the pastorate. One must read 
into these Scriptures ordination, for 
they do not teach such.

Now to Romans 16:1, which says, 
"I commend unto you Phebe our sis­
ter, which is a servant (diakonon) of 
the church which is at Cenchrea."

The word diakonos (here 
diakonon) can be either in the mas­
culine or feminine gender. Here is 
is feminine since it qualifies or mod­
ifies "sister" (adeiphen, which is 
feminine). Some insist, therefore, 
that the word should be translated 
"deaconness."

But all of this kind of reasoning 
is overlooking the meaning of the 
word itself. Diakonos means a "ser­
vant" or "m inister." The word 
"deacon" is a transliteration—as 
"baptize" is a transliteration of the 
Greek baptizo (to immerse).

Anyone who "serves" or "m in­
isters" in any capacity in the Lord's 
work could be called a diakonos in 
the general sense. For instance, the 
word is used of the apostles (Matt. 
20:26; Mark 9:35; II Cor. 3:16; 
Eph. 3:7); o f rulers (Rom. 13:4); 
of Jesus (Gal. 2:17; Rom. 15:8; Col. 
1:7); of pastors (Eph. 6:21; II Cor. 
6:4; Col. 4:7); of Satan's envoys 
(II Cor. 11:15,23); of a servant to a 
king (Matt. 22:13); o f servants in a 
household (John 2:5,9); o f servants 
o f the Lord generally (John 12:26).

Thus, the word, diakonos, refers to 
servants or to those who minister. 
The word does not, in itself, indicate 
or demand ordination in every case. 
With apostles, pastors, and deacons, 
ordination is concerned. When the 
word is used generally—of servants 
of kings, of households, or of the

Lord's servants in general, ordination 
is not under consideration.

What, then, does Romans 16:1 
mean? Was Phebe an ordained dea­
conness? Or was she merely a servant 
of the church in the general sense? 
First, there is no proof that Phebe or 
any other woman was officia lly or­
dained by the apostles or churches to 
act in the office of a deacon 
(diakonia). The passages in I Tim­
othy 3 and Titus 1 lim it the ordina­
tion to men. Second, we do not deny 
that Phebe was a servant of the 
church at Cenchrea. Perhaps she had 
a special task in dealing with the 
older and younger women, as some 
suggest. But this does not mean that 
she was formally ordained to the 
deaconship. Again, such teaching 
has to be read into the Scriptures, 
for they do not teach such a 
doctrine.

This fact, however, does not m ini­
mize the work and importance of 
women in the Lord's work. But the 
Bible always gives leadership posi­
tions to men. Exceptions to  this rule 
in Scripture are just that—excep­
tions, and are not the rule. In fact, 
Paul lays down the maxim that wo­
men were to be in silence (quietness) 
in the assemblies. He told the 
Corinthian Church: "Let your wom­
en keep silence in the churches: for 
it is not permitted unto them to 
speak; but they are commanded to 
be under obedience, as also saith the 
law." He told Timothy: "Let the 
women learn in silence (quietness) 
with all subjection. But I suffer not a 
woman to teach, nor to usurp 
authority over the man, but to be in 
silence (quietness)" (I Timothy 2:11, 
12). Peter had the same advice con­
cerning women (I Peter 3:1-6).

Another favorite argument which 
advocates for ordaining women to 
the deaconship is that from I Tim­
othy 3:11, which says, "Even so 
must their wives be grave, not slan­
derers, sober, faithful in all things." 
Commentators are in agreement that 
I Timothy 3:8-10 refers to men.

Some, however, take the position 
that verse 11 speaks of women 
deacons, and not o f the wives of the 
deacons.

The Authorized Version indicates 
that this verse follows and elaborates 
on the men in verses 8-10. That is, 
they (the men ordained as deacons) 
must have wives o f the same general 
deportment. Most Baptists, as far as 
this writer knows, have through the 
ages agreed with this interpretation.

Others say, however, that verse 11 
speaks of women, whereas, verses 8- 
10 speaks o f men. These claim that 
this verse authorizes churches to or­
dain women to  the ministry or dea­
conship. The argument is stated thus- 
ly: "The words must their are in 
italics, and are not in the original 
Greek; thus, the verse would read, 
'Even so wives (gunaikas, women) be 
grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful 
in all things.'"

But is this the correct translation 
and meaning in the verse? First, to 
insist that Paul here allows what he 
has before disallowed, namely, 
women speaking in the public as­
sembly (I Cor. 14:34; I Tim. 2:11, 
12), is to pit Scripture against Scrip­
ture. Second, while it  is true that the 
word gune (woman) can mean either 
"woman" or "w ife ," there seems to 
be no reason for making this a 
" th ird " group o f ordained personnel 
in the Lord's churches (pastor, dea­
con, deaconness).

The word gune means, "A  woman 
of any age; female; a w ife " (Thayer, 
p. 123). It is translated in the King 
James Version 129 times "woman" 
and 221 times "w ife ." John Gill says 
o f verse 11: "Some instead of wives 
read women, and understand them 
of deaconesses, such as were in the 
primitive churches; whose business it 
was to visit the poor and sick sisters 
of the church, and take care of 
things belonging to them; but it  is 
better to interpret the words o f the 
wives o f the deacons, who must be 
as their husbands, grave in speech, 

(Continued on page three)
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WOMEN
(Continued from page two) 
gesture, and dress, o f an honest re­
port, a good behaviour, and chaste 
conversation" (Vol. 9, p. 290).

Thus, while the word itself (gune) 
cannot substantiate either position, 
the context is in favor of the word 
"wives" as opposed to "women." 
The meaning, therefore, is "As the 
deacons, so their wives."

III. THE ORDAINING OF 
WOMEN AS GOSPEL 

MINISTERS
Some Baptists of the present age 

are not only ordaining women to the 
deaconship, but are also ordaining 
women to the pastorate. The 
Southern Baptist Convention, for in­
stance, have ordained a number of 
women the past decade.

While I Timothy 3:11 can be used 
as an argument in favor o f women 
deacons (although the argument is 
not well-founded), the passage can­
not be used in favor o f ordaining 
women to the ministry.

One of the chief arguments by pro­
ponents o f "women preachers" is 
Galatians 3:28, which says, 'There 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are 
all one in Christ Jesus." This verse 
sounds as if it  were a proponent of 
"women's lib ." But the sense of 
Scripture is far different. The argu­
ment is this: " In  Christ all believers 
are on the same level in all matters; 
all lines o f demarcation are re­
moved."

But is that what Galatians 3:28 
teaches? First, in Christ Jesus as far 
as position, all believers are the same 
—whether men, women, Jews, or 
Gentiles. No one doubts this who be­
lieves in regeneration. The new birth 
establishes all believers as born of 
God. Second, the new birth does not 
change social status or sex. By the 
new birth Philemon (master) and 
Onesimus (slave) were equal in 
position before God; they remained 
master and slave as to status. A d if­
ferent attitude resulted in the con­
version o f Onesimus, o f course, but 
he was still the slave o f Philemon. 
Paul in many places deals w ith these 
various areas of society—masters, 
slaves, women, men, children, etc. 
See Ephesians 6:1,4,5,9; Colossians 
3:18,19,20,21,22; 4:1.

To insist, then, that the new birth 
removes all social distinctions and 
sexual distinctions is specious rea­
soning, and is calculated to appeal to 
sentimentality instead of truth.

But modernists, liberals, and higher 
critics use such arguments. Pressured 
by the "women's lib movement," the 
organization for "Equal Rights" (E. 
R. A.), and public sentiment, many 
Baptist leaders are caving in to this 
move.

True Baptists, however, have never 
taken this route and never w ill by 
God's grace. It is not a matter of 
prejudice, it  is a matter o f principle. 
It is not a matter of sentimentality; 
it is a matter o f truth and adherence 
to the Word.

Let us now note the arguments 
against the ordination of women to 
the gospel ministry:

1. Women do not qualify. I Tim­
othy 3:1-7 refers to pastors in the 
masculine gender. Verse 1 (man); 
verse 1 (he); verse 2 (husband of one 
wife); verse 4 (his); verse 5 (his); 
verse 6 (he); verse 7 (he). No amount 
of specious reasoning or "tip-toeing" 
through the Scriptures can circum­
vent these clear, concise statements.

2. Women are forbidden to take 
the place o f leadership in the public 
assemblies. I Corinthians 14:34 says, 
"Let your women (gunaikes) keep 
silence in the churches: for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak; but 
they are commanded to be under 
obedience, as also saith the law." 
See also Ephesians 5:22. But some­
one says, "This verse refers only to 
speaking in tongues." But it refers to 
more than this. To solidify the argu­
ment, hear Paul again in I Timothy 
2:11,12: "Let the women (gune) 
learn in silence (quietness) with all 
subjection. But I suffer (permit) not 
a woman (gunaiki) to teach, nor to 
usurp authority over the man, but to 
be in silence (quietness)." These 
Scriptures prohibit women from as­
suming any place of authority or 
leadership in the assemblies. 
Churches that elect women to 
preach, be deacons, lead the church 
in public singing or prayer, teach a 
group of men, etc., violate these 
clear-cut teachings in the Word of 
God.

3. God created the woman to be 
the helpmeet for man, not his equal 
or superior. Genesis 2:18 says, "And 
the LORD God said. It is not good 
that the man should be alone; I will 
make him an help meet (aid, help) 
for him." Woman was made from  
man (Gen. 2:21-26); she is to be in 
subjection to her husband (Gen. 3: 
16; Eph. 5:22,23; I Tim. 2:11-15; I 
Pet. 3:1-6). It was Eve whom Satan 
seduced in Eden, not Adam (Gen. 3: 
1-6; I Tim. 2:13,14). God did not 
create women to be in places of 
leadership over men. This is said in 
no way to be derogatory, but simply 
to state what the Bible teaches about 
the matter. Women are the "weaker 
sex," no matter what modern critics 
have to say about the matter.

4. Gospel order forbids women 
from being deacons or preachers. 
Baptists of old spoke much about 
"gospel order" —that is, the order of 
service and worship—what churches 
were to do and what they were not 
to do. In this matter of service to 
God in His churches, God's order is 
that men are to be the leaders. This 
is their place. Women are not to be 
in places of leadership. This is not 
their place. This fact rules out the 
contention that women can be or­
dained as deacons or pastors. Gospel 
order, however, does not minimize 
women or their work. When women 
are in the place which God has or­
dained for them, they are happy, 
useful, and a blessing to the work of 
God. In short, gospel order is not dis­
respectful to women; rather, the

order that God has laid down in His 
Word is what is right, what is 
pleasing to Him, and what the 
churches of the living God should be­
lieve and practice.

IV. SUMMARY
It is evident to the student of 

Scripture, that gospel order is being 
flaunted, ignored, and despised by 
most religionists (which includes 
most who wear the name "Baptist"). 
The fact that Baptists would even 
consider ordaining women to the 
deaconship or to the pastorate, is 
proof in itself that something is 
terribly wrong in Zion.

There was a time when Baptists 
were people of the Word. That is, 
they loved the Word, obeyed the 
Word, and were careful not to pur­
posely practice anything contrary to 
the Word. Today, for the most part, 
this is simply not the case. Modern- 
day Baptists (it is doubtful that 
many deserve this precious name) 
have followed Rome and the Protes­
tant world in forming opinions, dog­
mas, and practices. Worldliness has 
so encroached upon those who 
profess to know the Lord, that the 
line of demarcation is faint. Social 
pressures, operating through this 
worldliness, have permeated most 
religious organizations. The modern 
craze, flying under the name of 
"progress" (actually regression), is 
promoting the so-called "women's 
lib movement" and other movements 
of like order. It is easy to see that 
such pressures have had their effect 
on almost all groups. Sad to say, 
many Baptists have been affected.

It is not to  be supposed that this 
article w ill have much effect, if any, 
on those who have been taken in by 
unscriptural practices of ordaining 
women to be deacons or pastors. It 
is hoped, however, to strengthen 
those who love the truth more than 
fame, and to encourage those who 
earnestly desire to contend for the 
faith (Jude 3).
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M A R R IA 6E
(Continued from page one)

Man and woman are not a product 
of evolution; they are a direct crea­
tion of the Lord God Himself. On 
the sixth day of the creation week 
the Lord God brought into being 
the male and female relation: "So 
God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God created he him; 
male and female created he them" 
(Gen. 1:27).

The details o f this creation of male 
and female is seen in Genesis 2: 
"And the Lord God formed man of 
the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and man became a living soul" 
(v. 7). "And the Lord God said. It is 
not good that man should be alone;
I will make an help meet for him___
And the Lord God caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon Adam, and he 
slept: and he took one of his ribs, 
and closed up the flesh instead there­
of; And the rib, which the Lord 
God had taken from man, made he 
a woman, and brought her unto the 
man. And Adam said. This is now 
bone of my bones, and fled) of my 
flesh: she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of Man" 
(w. 18, 21-23).

In the midst o f the plenty and 
delight of Eden, Adam was con­
scious o f feelings he could not grat­
ify. The man could see that in the 
lower creation, such as plants and 
animals, man and lady mated and 
united, „  Man was a social creature, 
yet there was no one o f the same 
nature, no one of the same rank. 
There was no one for him to cohabit 
with. Adam was alone and without 
a help meet of any kind.

A woman must be created to  be a 
companion and a suitable helper to 
Adam. The woman would be crea­
ted as an appropriate and adequate 
answer to the in-built needs o f the 
man. Paul commented thusly: 
"Neither was the man created for the 
woman; but the woman for the 
man" (I Cor. 11:9). The woman was 
intended to be the completion of the 
man. The word, "a help meet for 
him," is translated by some "one 
like unto himself," meaning one with 
him in nature, temper, and disposi­
tion; one with him in form and 
shape. Others render it "a help like 
him ," meaning Eve was to help 
Adam in all his affairs o f life. She 
would help man in making a home, 
in working, in preparing food, in 
his sexual needs, and in the propaga­
tion of the race.

God Himself brought the woman 
to the man. The man did not come 
to the woman, nor the woman to the 
man. God brought the woman to 
the man to be a second-self and a 
help meet. Therefore, Adam gave 
her a name common to her sex. 
"Woman" is a translation of the 
Hebrew word Isha which means 
"a she-man." She differed from 
Adam in sex only, not in nature. Eve 
was Adam's bone and flesh. She was

(Continued on page four)
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(Continued from page one) 
not some inferior substance. She did 
not come from his head or foot, for 
she is neither superior or inferior to 
man. Eve was made from his rib to 
be equal with him and near his heart 
to be loved.

The first marriage was instituted 
by God in the time of man's inno- 
cency, before he sinned against his 
Maker, and had been banished from 
Paradise. We learn from Matthew 
19:4-5 that Genesis 2:24 was a state­
ment made by God Himself. In the 
words of my text God instituted 
marriage for Adam's posterity. Mar­
riage is the oldest institution on 
earth. Without this heavenly institu­
tion, the inhabitants of the earth 
would have been a mixed multitude. 
The family circle, family instruc­
tions, parental love and care would 
have been altogether unknown 
among the children of men.

FILLS A HUMAN NEED
If our modern marriages are to 

work successfully we must under­
stand why God created woman and 
brought her unto Adam. It was to 
fill a basic need. A man should 
marry because he realizes that in 
himself he is incomplete, inadequate, 
antf insufficient. He feels a loneli­
ness, an emptiness, a void, that 
nothing can fill apart from that wo­
man whom God has made for him. 
In taking a wife he seeks to find the 
completion that is provided for him 
in monogrammic marriage. The same 
is true of a woman. Every wife 
should feel herself incomplete apart 
from her husband. They are not in­
dependent of the other, for one 
needs the other. "Nevertheless 
neither is. the man without the 
woman, neither the woman without 
the man.. (I Cor. 11:11).

This mutual need of each other 
must be recognized at the time they 
say "I do" and remembered through­
out their lifetime on earth. The 
husband is dependent upon the wife 
and the wife is dependent upon the 
husband. Both husband and wife are 
dependent upon God. One of the 
greatest problems with modern mar­
riage is that the couple enters mar­
riage with the idea that each is 
supposed to become the master of 
the other. They spend their days 
struggling for the mastery, determin­
ed to become more and more inde­
pendent of each other. They never 
seem to realize that a couple comes 
together in marriage for complete­
ness and to satisfy a basic need com­
mon to each other. Proverbs 5:18-19 
says: "Let thy fountain be blessed: 
and rejoice with the wife of thy 
youth. Let her be as the loving hind 
and pleasant roe; let her breasts satis­
fy thee at all times; and be thou 
ravished always with her love."

LOVE THE OUTCOME 
OF MARRIAGE

Adam and Eve did not have a 
long courtship. Their love grew 
out of the marriage. It was not the 
basis of it. Our modern world has

invented the notion that romantic 
love is the only basis of sound mar­
riage. But in Eden God did not 
build the first marriage upon the 
foundation of a mere natural attrac­
tion. The Lord God made the 
woman and married her to Adam. 
It was not love that joined them 
together; it was the marriage cere­
mony performed by God Himself. 
Likewise, it is the marriage covenant 
that joins man and woman together 
in the sight of God, not mere love 
for each other or the act of sex. 
It is not your love that sustains your 
marriage, but the marriage which 
ought to sustain your love. A man 
should love his wife because she is 
his wife: "Husbands, love your 
wives. . . "  (Eph. 5:25). The same 
goes for the wife also.

In the Old Testament times mar­
riages were arranged by the families 
of the prospective bride and groom 
(Gen. 21:21; 24:29; Jud. 14:2; Ex. 
22:17). Sucfi an idea is repulsive and 
intolerable in our culture. We can't 
bring ourselves to believe a marriage 
contracted on such a basis could 
be a happy one. But did the practice 
of the Old Testament produce miser­
able marriages or lasting marriages? 
Compare their divorce rates with 
ours and decide for yourself.

How often have you heard some 
husband say, " I just don't love my 
wife any more." Or, some wife say, 
" I  just can't stand the sight of my 
husband any more." Then down to 
the divorce court they go! If a per­
son loves his mate because of the 
way she looks, or the way he feels 
on a given day, that marriage is on 
very shaky grounds. Love has been 
confined to passing moods and feel­
ings, which are as changeable as the 
wind. Certainly love is necessary 
to ei successful marriage, but it is 
not the only basis. The marriage 
mate should be loved because he 
or she is the marriage mate!

Marriage should give love a situa­
tion of stability and permanence 
wherein it can grow toward matur­
ity: "So ought men to love their 
wives as their own bodies. He that 
loveth his wife loveth himself. For 
no man ever yet hated his own 
flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth 
it. . ."  (Eph. 5:28-29). Love is not 
the basis of marriage, but the out­
come of a successful marriage. True 
love does not grow on the sandy soil 
of temporary feelings, but upon the 
rich sub soil of mutual esteem. The 
woman loves her husband because 
he is the husband God has joined her 
to. This is true love, not momentary 
lust which proceeds from looks. 
This love is from Heaven and is as 
eternal as its Giver: "Love is as 
strong as death. . .Many waters can­
not quench love, neither can the 
flood drown it. . ."  (S. of S. 8:6-7). 
True love "beareth all things. . . 
endureth all things. Love never 
faileth.. ."  (I Cor. 13:7-8).

LEAVE AND CLEAVE
Please consider the words of my 

text: 'Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and his mother, and

shall cleave unto his w ife.. . "  Notice 
especially the word "leave" and 
"cleave." Too many people who 
get married today generally ignore 
both words. The result is a miser­
able marriage and a rising divorce 
rate.

First, let us consider "leave". 
Those who marry must leave father 
and mother. They should not con­
tinue to live in the same house, or 
eat at the same table, or sleep in the 
same bed as before. The young man 
must leave his father's house, and so 
must the young woman. They 
should find a house o f their own and 
live in it; they should live together 
as husband and wife in their house, 
apart from either's parents.

Many modern marriages could be 
saved if the husband and wife would 
obey this Scripture. No house is 
big enough for two families. If you 
marry and move in with your in-laws 
you w ill probably discover they are 
outlaws! When a man and woman 
marries they have established a new 
family and a new home. All kin­
ship and family ties must be made 
secondary to the duties of this new 
relation. This does not mean that 
children must cease to love their 
parent, or to neglect them when they 
need their help. But it does mean 
that the love o f husband and wife 
is to surpass and be superior to the 
love of any creature on earth.

But it is not enough to "leave" our 
parents. The command of God also 
says that one must "cleave" to his 
or her mate. The Hebrew word 
Dabag, translated "cleave," means 
"to  abide fast, cleave fast together, 
follow hard after, to be joined 
together, to keep fast." This same 
Hebrew word is used in reference 
to our devotion to God and His 
service (Deut. 10:20; 11:22; 13:4; 
30:20; Josh. 22:5; 23:8). The 
idea seems to be that in marriage a 
person should cleave to his or her 
mate as much as they do to the 
Lord. Neither should ever be 
forsaken.

From the words "leave" and 
"cleave" it is evident that a husband 
and wife should be bound together 
more strongly than they were to 
their father and mother. The 
marriage bond is the most tender 
and enduring of all human rela­
tions.

MARRIAGE IS FOR LIFE
God's w ill for marriage is one man 

and one woman. Adam was 
confined to one wife. If he had put 
her away, there was no other woman 
for him to marry. Eve was confined 
to one man, if she put him away 
there was no other man for her to 
marry. This is the ideal marriage, the 
norm for the whole human race for 
all time. God does not want the 
marriage bond dissolved by divorce, 
or desertion, or any other reason.

The account o f the first marriage 
teaches that this union is to be an 
enduring relationship of one man 
and one woman. This is confirmed 
by other Scriptures. " . . .and she 
shall be his wife; he may not put 
her away ail his days" (Deut. 22:19).

"Live joyfully with the wife whor 
thou lovest all the days of the lif 
of thy vanity.. . "  (Eccl. 9:9). "Wha 
therefore God hath joined togethei 
let not man put asunder" (Matl 
19:6). "And unto the married 
command, yet not I, but the Lord 
Let not the wife depart from he 
husband: But and if she depart, le 
her remain unmarried, or be recon 
ciled to her husband: and let no 
the husband put away his wife' 
(I Cor. 7:10-11).

More than one wife is not Biblical 
For a married man to have a wifi 
and a "mistress" is not scriptural 
For a woman to have a "boyfriend' 
other than her husband is agains 
the teachings o f the Bible. For < 
man or a woman to have an affai 
with anyone other than his owr 
wife or her own husband is adultery.

A man who puts away his wif« 
commits a terrible crime. The same ii 
true of the wife also. Jesus said 
"Whosoever shall put away hi: 
wife, and marry another, committed 
adultery against her. And if a wo 
man shall put away her husband, anc 
be married to another, she commit 
teth adultery" (Mark 10:11-12). h 
is adultery for a man to put away hi: 
wife and marry another. It is adul 
tery against the wife he puts away, 
He wrongs her and is guilty of a 
breach of the marriage covenant. II 
a woman leaves her husband and 
marries another, she commits adul­
tery. There is only one exception to 
this general rule and that is con­
tinued adultery. But never forget 
the general rule is plainly stated by 
Christ: Don't leave your husband!
Don't leave your wife! Don't di­
vorce or desert your mate! Don't 
marry divorced people. Some are 
so busy looking for the "exception" 
that they have missed Christ's clear 
teaching of no divorce and no mar­
rying of divorced people.

ONE FLESH
". . .they shall be one flesh." Or

as the New Testament quote gives 
it: "And they twain shall be one 
flesh: so then they are no more 
twain, but one flesh" (Mark 10:8). 
"One flesh" means more than the 
physical expression of sex as some 
suppose. It means that by the mar­
riage covenant these two people 
become united as one—one in feel­
ing, in love, in interest, and in 
affection. It is two people living 
together in mutual respect, love, 
growth, and helpfulness. They are 
after marriage to act in all things as 
if they were one. In no other 
relationship among human beings is 
it ever said that they two become 
one. This union is so close that it 
seems they are but one person, one 
soul, one body. Such a union pro­
hibits polygamy, unlawful divorce, 
and all uncleanness, fornication, and 
adultery.

It would be d ifficu lt for language 
to assert stronger the unity o f hus­
band and wife than by "one flesh." 
They are members of each other, 
and constitute one conjugal body. 
This union is like that o f Christ and 

(Continued on page five)
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His ransomed church (Eph. 5:28-32). 
The marriage bond is no more to be 
dissolved than the relationship be­
tween Christ and His church. Death 
is the only natural lim it of a union 
by which two persons become one 
flesh. "For the woman which 
hath an husband is bound by the law 
to her husband so long as he liveth; 
but if the husband be dead, she is 
loosed from the law of her husband. 
So then if, while her husband liveth, 
she be married to another man, she 
shall be called an adulteress: but if 
her husband be dead, she is free from 
the law; so that she is no adulteress, 
though she be married to another 
man" (Rom. 7:2-3).

When Jesus Christ quoted Genesis 
2:24 He added the words: "What 
therefore God hath joined together, 
let not man put asunder." These 
words make marriage to be a per­
manent, lifelong union between one 
man and one woman. The putting 
asunder of the marriage union is 
against God's original plan, and the 
contracting o f another marriage is a 
breath of His unconditional will. 
Husband and wife, being joined to ­
gether by the ordinance of God, are 
not to be put asunder by any 
man—not by the husband himself, 
nor the wife, nor the magistrate. 
The Lord here lays down a broad 
general rule that the bond of mar­
riage ought never to be broken.

GOD HATES DIVORCE
"Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because 

the Lord hath been witness between 
thee and the wife of thy youth, 
against whom thou hast dealt treach­
erously: yet is she thy companion, 
and the wife of thy covenant. And 
did not he make one? Yet had he the 
residue of the spirit. And wherefore 
one? That he might seek a godly 
seed. Therefore take heed to your 
spirit, and let none deal treacherous­
ly against the wife of his youth. For 
the Lord, the God of Israel, saith 
that he hateth putting away. . ." 
(Mai. 2:14-16).

A number o f truths about marriage 
are seen here. It is plain from these 
words that marriage is a covenant 
to which God is a witness. Marriages 
are made in Heaven and the husband 
and wife are joined together by God 
Himself as was Adam and Eve. The 
Lord is present and hears the 
husband and wife pledge vows of 
eternal love and fidelity. Not only 
does the person who performs the 
ceremony and other witnesses hear 
those vows, but the Lord hears the 
obligations that the couple assume 
until death. For either to put the 
other away is a breach of the mar­
riage covenant. Those who do so are 
guilty of lying before God and 
breaking the marriage oath.

Here we also see a number o f rea­
sons why a person should not get 
a divorce. First, the person wronged 
in the case of a man putting away 
his mate is "his wife," the nearest 
of all relation he has in the world,

the one he promised to cleave to 
until death. Second, "she is the 
wife of thy youth," your first 
choice, the darling of your heart, 
the wife w ith whom you have lived 
long. Third, she is "thy com­
panion." She has shared with you 
your cares, joys, sorrows, hopes, 
fears, and griefs. She has been with 
you in sickness and health, in pover­
ty and in wealth.

In verse 15 Malachi quotes our 
text, showing that God made one 
man for one woman. God could 
have made two women, if he had 
wanted Adam to leave one and take 
another. This law is as old as the 
world. It is older than divorce, as 
much as Adam is older than Moses.

In verse 16 Malachi concludes that 
God "hateth putting away." God 
hates for a man to put asunder what 
He joined together in the marriage 
bond. He takes no pleasure in seeing 
man put asunder what He united in 
holy wedlock. Such persons are 
usurping the place of God. Moses 
permitted it because of the hardness 
of men's hearts, but it was not so 
from the beginning.

CONCLUSION
1. Always remember that God's 

Word makes it clear that marriage 
is for life. Don't leave your husband. 
Don't leave your wife. Stay with 
your mate in thickness and in thin. 
Do all within your power to preserve 
the marriage union until the day of 
your death. Don't marry w ith the 
idea that if it does not work out you 
can desert or divorce. Be careful 
who you marry.

2. Seeing that God's original plan 
is for marriage to be indissoluble, 
do not run into marriage. Consider 
much and seek divine directions. 
The husband and wife are bound 
to one another for life, and an 
unhappy marriage is an evil o f in­
expressible magnitude.

3. The marriage knot should not 
be a slip knot! It may be for better 
or worse. So don't jump into the 
fire if  you are not ready to  burn.

ONCKEN
(Continued from page one)
God from this local church, the 
evangel of Christ and the truth, as we 
know it from the Holy Scriptures, 
has sounded forth not only in the 
whole of the German fatherland, but 
also beyond its borders, and there 
are presently churches and preaching 
stations in Denmark, Sweden, 
Poland, Russia, Austria, Hungary, 
Wallachia, Turkey, Switzerland, 
France and Holland."

The history o f this work of God is 
—and how important this is for us 
today—not so much the history of 
one individual, gifted though he was. 
It is more the history of a local 
church of outstanding vision and 
power.

THE GERMAN BACKGROUND
Thanks largely to Martin Luther, 

the state-upheld Lutheran church 
held complete religious sway in Ger­

many in the 17th and early 18th cen­
turies. But Luther would certainly 
not have countenanced the preachers 
who filled the pulpits. Most were 
rationalistic. Dissent from rational­
istic state religion, in Hamburg at 
least, was unknown. There was 
therefore a terrific rumpus when 
Johann Oncken first began to hold 
meetings in private houses in the 
city. He had himself been brought up 
in the Lutheran church in his native 
town of Varel, in Oldenburg. But it 
was not until he left home in 1813, 
in his fourteenth year, that he first 
came under a godly influence. A 
Scottish merchant whom his father 
knew, took the boy with him to 
Scotland to "make a man of him.” i 
Perhaps he thought Scotland would 
do this better than Germany!

Anyway, the merchant may have 
made a man of Johann; he undoubt­
edly contributed to making a Chris­
tian of him. Johann Oncken was 
greatly affected by the Presbyterian 
atmosphere in which he found him­
self. A Bible was given to him which 
he began to read. Later he moved to 
London and lodged with a family 
from a local Independent chapel. 
Both the public worship and family 
worship convicted him during his 
stay in London, and " . . .it pleased 
God to  bring the young Oncken into 
the life which is from God. And as 
soon as he was assured of the forgive­
ness of sins through faith in Christ, 
and the blessedness o f adoption 
filled his heart, an irresistible urge 
stirred within him to commend sal­
vation in Christ to others also". 
(Hamburg Church Record.)

For nine years Oncken carried on 
in the merchant business. A ll this 
time his fervent desire to spread the 
gospel was to be seen. He would go 
without meals and use the money he 
saved to buy evangelistic tracts 
which he gave out in large quantities. 
His spirit of zeal and sacrifice is a re­
buke to us all. Two ministers who 
discerned that here was a man whose 
gifts should be developed, arranged a 
contact with the "Continental 
Society." As a result he was ap­
pointed, by them, as a missionary in 
his native country. In the same year 
he married Sarah Man and together 
they settled in Hamburg.

There was an English Independent 
assembly in the city, which they 
joined, and the pastor, Thomas 
Matthews, encouraged Oncken to 
expound informally to some German 
folk in a private home.

ONCKEN IS OPPOSED
The first exposition took place on 

January 4, 1824, and was the means 
of the conversion of C. F. Lange, 
who later became a valuable sup­
porter. The later records describe 
this meeting and the subsequent 
events:

"The first assembly, in the home 
of Pastor Matthews, consisted of ten 
persons. The preaching of the 'new 
English religion,' as it was labelled 
by the people, spread like wildfire 
through the city and in less than six 
weeks not only the assembly hall, 
where the lectures were held, but

also the whole house, was packed 
full. The rush to get tracts was so 
great that on the appointed 
afternoon five hundred people would 
come to get tracts."

This was too much for the local 
clergy who persuaded the police to 
suspend the meetings. Nothing 
daunted, Oncken began to preach in 
the streets, in cafes, and wherever 
else he could find hearers. Because of 
the threat of expulsion from the 
city, he set up a book-selling business 
and was registered as a citizen of 
Hamburg.

Various other avenues were found 
for the meetings, but right up to 
1842 every attempt was made by 
"threatenings, prohibitions, ci­
tations, infringements and incar­
ceration" to intimidate the intrepid 
preacher. There were periods o f 
relief when a Senator Hudtwacker, 
who was a God-fearing man, was 
head of the city police. After this 
man's death, the new chief o f police. 
Senator Binder made it his declared 
aim to  stamp out the work which 
flourished so much under Oncken's 
preaching.2 Those attending the 
meetings were noted and on May 13, 
1840, police broke up a service and 
arrests were made. Oncken was 
sentenced to four weeks in prison. 
He made the most of his time there 
and a record remains of his witness 
to the jailor. On being released he 
was told, "Mr. Oncken, you are free, 
but you know how to conduct your­
self." In apostolic fashion he replied: 
"Senator, I must take up again where 
I left o ff."  He was let go, but with 
the warning, "Then you know the 
consequences."

Heavy costs were demanded by the 
government to pay for the trial. 
These Oncken refused to pay, since 
he did not admit to the legality of 
the proceedings. As a result, his be­
longings were seized and sold by 
auction. Sarah and the children 
(there were five, two had died in 
infancy) were severely hit by this, 
though the church was able to raise 
funds to  compensate them, at least 
partially. It is very interesting to 
note that the Hamburg Senate was 
presented with a petition drawn up 
by Baptists in England and the 
U. S. A., presenting the case for the 
Hamburg church to be allowed to 
worship freely and unmolested. 
There were no less than 6,000 
signatures, w ith addresses. This had 
its effect, largely perhaps because 
Germany was anxious to preserve 
good trading relations. It may be a 
lesson to us to be more vociferous in 
pleading the cause of our Baptist 
brothers today who are being 
persecuted often in a far more severe 
way than was Oncken. Are we not 
being too apathetic about this?

FORMATION OF A CHURCH
From 1824 onwards, numerous 

people were converted in the city of 
Hamburg. Meetings were being held 
in various homes in all parts of the 
city and suburbs, but no formal 
church organization existed. The 
need for this became pressing. The 

(Continued on page six)
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church narrative relates the story
well:

"The newly converted, persecuted 
by the church and the authorities, 
were completely without church as­
sociation and the disadvantageous 
consequences of the lack of an 
ordered fellowship made itself felt 
more. In addition, brother Oncken 
had for a long time already had 
doubts about the scripturalness of 
the baptism of children. For these 
reasons he made the suggestion to 
some brethren to meet once a week 
to clear up these questions by a 
study of Scripture.. . "

As far as we can judge, 1826 ap­
pears to be the first time Oncken 
made any definite reference to Bap­
tist leanings. An offer was made to 
him to pay for theological training so 
that he could become an official 
clergyman. One remark he later 
made about his refusal of this offer 
was: " I  already had doubts about in­
fant baptism".3 No strong link with 
Baptists of his time can be estab­
lished at this point.4 We take up 
again the record of the "study 
group":

"These meetings occurred during 
two winters and were held in the 
shoemaker's shop of dear brother 
Diedrich Lange. The result was that 
brother Oncken, along with five 
other brothers and two sisters, were 
convinced that only believers were to 
be baptized by immersion into Christ 
and thereupon be united to the 
church. Following this knowledge 
was the wish to comply with the 
command of the Lord. But now a 
grave problem arose since there was 
no one in Hamburg who could right­
fu lly  baptize."

Thereupon in 1829, Oncken cor­
responded on the subject of how to 
proceed with baptism with Robert 
Haldane in Edinburgh. Haldane had 
himself an intimate knowledge of the 
European scene. In 1816 he had ex­
pounded the epistle to the Romans 
at Geneva. These lectures later 
formed the basis for Haldane's mag­
nificent commentary on Romans. 
There was a spiritual awakening 
under Haldane's preaching at Geneva 
and some of the students converted 
at that time later became the evan­
gelical and Reformed leaders of the 
French speaking world, men such as 
Merle d'Aubigne, Felix Neff, Caesar 
Malan, Gaussen and Adolphe Monod. 
Haldane, with his brother, had 
become a Baptist. The two brothers, 
James and Robert, were responsible 
for founding many Particular Baptist 
churches in Scotland.

In this case, however, no reliable 
advice came from Haldane. Mean­
while Oncken got to know a sea- 
captain who rejoiced in the name of 
Calvin Tubbs. Tubbs was an 
American whose ship docked in 
Hamburg. Oncken, concerned for 
evangelism among seamen, had in 
fact preached on board some of the 
ships which came into Hamburg.
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Tubbs, on returning to the U. S. A., 
reported to the Baptist Association 
on the position Johann Oncken 
found himself in. This was in 1829, 
but it was not until four years later 
that Oncken and his friends finally 
received a visitor from America who 
could baptize them. When we com­
pare this long wait and trials with 
the ease with which modern converts 
can in some areas nip round to the 
nearest Baptist church and be bap­
tized almost at the drop of a hat, we 
might ask the question: would it not 
be better to have some delay to test 
whether real perseverance exists?

The visitor who finally arrived in 
1834 was Dr. Barnas Sears, President 
of a Baptist college in Rhode Island. 
He was touring German universities 
and took his time to get to know 
Oncken well and investigate over 
several months the instruction given 
to the church. Here is a description 
of these first baptisms and the con­
stitution of the church.

"On the evening of April 21 
(1834), in brother Oncken's home, 
each candidate made a profession of 
faith in the presence of all. On the 
following evening, on April 22, holy 
baptism was conducted (on Stein- 
werder Island, where the Reihersteig 
flows into the Elbe, across from the 
harbour) by Dr. Sears. Those bap­
tized were J. G. Oncken, his wife 
Sarah, Diedrich Lange and his wife 
Henrietta, Heinrich Kruger, Ernst 
Buckendahl and Johannes Gutstorff.

"On the morning of April 23, in 
brother Oncken's home, each of 
these gathered with brother Sears for 
the instruction of the church. 
Brother Oncken was chosen as elder 
and preacher and was ordained by 
brother Sears. Two years later 
brother C. F. Lange and Heinrich 
Kruger were chosen as deacons."

(Continued in June Issue)
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REAL GRACE
(Continued from page one)
grace to be distinguished from 
Satan's counterfeits; second, that 
this grace is in accord with the teach­
ing of God's Word, the Bible, which 
is truth; and third, that this grace is 
perfectly manifested and can be ob­
tained only in Christ, Who is the 
Truth.

TRUE OR FALSE
Grace is a word of rather wide 

meaning, including effects of, 
position in, and response to acts of 
favor as well as such favor itself. Let 
us lim it our consideration now to 
"the grace of God" of our text— 
God's favoritism and acts of favor 
for His chosen people—grace that re­
sults in the bearing o f spiritual fru it 
in the lives o f all who come to know 
it.

Much that is called grace is not 
really grace. So the phrase "in truth" 
reminds us that when people profess 
to know and speak of God's grace, 
their profession is either true or 
false.

Noticing a few examples of falsely
w* id itrw so?wRjfd© v avirarnefls**

so-called grace w ill help us to distin­
guish between the bogus currency of 
Satan and the real issue from God's 
throne.

UNMIXED WITH WORKS
God's true grace CANNOT be 

mixed with works as a means or 
source o f salvation: every attempt at 
such mixture must nullify either 
grace or work. So we read (KJ 
version): " , . .there is a remnant ac­
cording to the election of grace. And 
if by grace, then is it no more of 
works: otherwise grace is no more 
grace. But if it be of works, then is it 
no more grace: otherwise work is no 
more work" (Rom. 11:5,6). Or, in a 
more literal rendering, with explan­
atory parentheses, we may read verse 
6 as follows: "And if by grace, no 
longer from works, since (if it is 
partly from works) the grace be­
comes no longer grace. And if from 
works, it is no longer grace, since (if 
it is real grace) the work is no longer 
work."

Obviously, then, any religious 
system that sets up baptism or any 
other outward act or work of obedi­
ence as a condition precedent to sal­
vation is a stranger to God's true 
grace, however much it may use (or 
rather misuse) the word grace. Out­
ward works o f obedience to God's 
law, whether Old Testament law or 
New Testament law, are not a source 
or means o f salvation, and when they 
are viewed as such they serve only to 
displace or "frustrate" the grace of 
God.

"I do not frustrate the grace of 
God: for if righteousness come by 
the law, then Christ is dead in vain"
(Gal. 2:21, KJ version). More ac­
curately we read: " I do not set aside 
the grace o f God: for if  righteousness 
is through law, then Christ died in 
vain," Note that "law " is anarthrous: 
the meaning is law in general, or any 
law (referring to outward works, as 
chown in verse 16, where also there 
is no definite article in the Greek).

THROUGH FAITH
"By grace ye have been saved 

through faith," Paul wrote (Eph. 2: 
8), and this has always been God's 
way (See Heb. 11). Repentance 
(change from unbelief to belief) and 
saving faith are not to be confused 
with outward works. Such confusion 
is characteristic of some false 
religions which imagine baptism and 
other works to be essential to salva­

tion and o f other false religions 
which deny that repentance and 
faith are essential to salvation.

So clear is the distinction in the 
Bible that there is no excuse for such 
confusion. "To him that worketh is 
the reward not reckoned of grace, 
but of debt. But to him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness.. .  .It is of 
faith, that it might be by grace; to 
the end the promise might be sure to 
all the seed" (Rom. 4:4-5,16).

So far is the Bible from encourag­
ing the supposition that "the elect" 
are saved without hearing and be­
lieving the gospel that on the con­
trary we read, "He that believeth not 
is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed" (Jn. 3:18). Of the 
heathen who have never heard the 
gospel, we read: 'They are without 
excuse" (Rom. 1:20).

MEANS OF GRACE
Various religious exercises, or out­

ward acts o f religion, such as the so- 
called "sacraments," are supposed by 
many people to be "means o f grace." 
So far as it is supposed that such 
"means" have in themselves the 
power to impart grace or to effect 
salvation in whole or in part, the idea 
is altogether unscriptural.

But there is something that a lost 
sinner must do, if we wish so to 
speak of it, to be saved from the 
present wrath and eternal judgment 
of God. Jesus did so speak of it, 
and He is a safer guide than the 
"hypercalvinist" or "hardshell."

"Labor not for the meat which 
perisheth, but for that meat which 
endureth unto everlasting life, which 
the Son of man shall give unto you..

. .This is the work of God, that 
ye believe on him whom he hath 
sent." So spoke Jesus (Jn. 6:27,29).

Jesus also had something to say 
about God's w ill (call it sovereign if 
you wish—of course God is sov­
ereign, or He is not God), but He 
said not one word about God's hav­
ing any elect to be saved without 
hearing and believing the gospel. On 
the contrary, He declared: "All that 
the Father giveth me shall come to 
me; and him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out. . .This is the 
will of him that sent me, that every 
one which seeth the Son, and be­
lieveth on him, may have everlasting 

(Continued on page seven)
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REAL <GRA<E
(Continued from page six)
life. . . .He that believeth on me hath
everlasting life "  (Jn. 6:37,40,47).

Not election, but the gospel, is de­
scribed as "the power o f God unto 
salvation to every one that be­
lieveth" (Rom. 1:16). And " i t  
pleased God by the foolishness o f 
preaching to save them that believe" 
(I Cor. 1:21). The context makes it 
clear to any unprejudiced mind that 
the reference is not to a merely tem­
poral, but to a complete and ever­
lasting salvation.

BIBLICAL GRACE
God's grace is in truth because it is 

declared and described in the Bible, 
the word of God, which Jesus said 
"is tru th " (Jn. 17:17). "This is the 
true grace o f God wherein ye stand," 
wrote Peter, referring to contextual 
comment, prayer, and exhortation 
(I Pet. 5:12).

God's saving grace teaches us "that 
denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this 
present w orld" (Titus 2:12). A so- 
called grace that does not teach us 
this is not the saving grace o f the 
Bible.

"Where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound" (Rom. 5:20). A 
so-called grace that is insufficient to 
save the chief o f sinners through 
faith in Christ is not God's grace in 
truth.

"That the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ may be glorified in you, and 
ye in him, according to the grace of 
our God and the Lord Jesus Christ"
(II Thes. 1:12). A so-called grace 
that does not result in glorifying 
Christ in His people and His people 
in Him is not God's grace in truth.

GRACE IN CHRIST
Finally, as well as first and always, 

God's grace in truth is His grace in 
Christ. Frequently it is spoken of 
in the Scriptures as "the grace o f our 
Lord Jesus Christ." He is " fu ll of 
grace and tru th " and "grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ" 
(Jn. 1:14,17).

God has no saving grace for lost 
sinners apart from or outside of 
Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself said so: 
" I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father 
except through me" (Jn. 14:6).

THIS GRACE IN TRUTH CAN BE 
YOURS IN TRUTH THROUGH 
TRUE FAITH IN HIM.

CHURCH
(Continued from page one)

One such Christian gentleman, is 
Bro. W. R. Downing, Pastor o f Lake- 
wood Baptist Church in Sunnyvale, 
California. He has written a book en­
titled, New Testament Church, 
Nature, Characteristics, Perpetuity. 
In this book he espouses the fo llow ­
ing viewpoint:

This concept o f church succession 
necessitates the idea o f a "Mother 
church" or "proper church author­

ity "  for subsequent churches, i.e., a 
church must have been started and 
have derived its authority and bap­
tism from a proper New Testament 
Church or its own authority and bap­
tism are invalid.. .Such thinking is at 
variance with New Testament 
Church po lity  and cannot be proven 
from history." (p. 132) Emphasis 
mine.

Bro. Downing writes in a charitable 
spirit and overall his book is a fine 
contribution to the cause of New 
Testament Churches with the excep­
tion o f this position stated above.

The writers have no personal 
quarrel with Bro. Downing and in 
fact have never met him. However, 
since he has made his views public, it 
seems that constructive criticism of­
fered in a charitable spirit would not 
prove offensive to him. Lest Bro. 
Downing be misrepresented, his view 
of church perpetuity and the Great 
Commission w ill be stated:

" I t  remains that a New Testament 
church is a church that holds to the 
doctrine and practice of the New 
Testament. This is the only valid, 
consistent theory of church 
perpetuity" (p. 134).

"The 'Great Commission' was 
given to the church not to the 
Apostles as individuals or indiscrjmin- 
inately to anyone or any organiza­
tion outside the New Testament 
church. The command of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the example of the 
apostolic churches places baptism in 
an intrinsic connection with this in­
stitution alone" (p. 92, under the 
heading, "The Proper Authority for 
BaptismTEmphasis mine.

The two statements above are not 
in conflict with "m other" church 
authority. Bro. Downing and most 
Baptists who hold his viewpoint con­
cede that the "yo u " of the Great 
Commission (Matt. 28:18-20) refers 
solely to the New Testament church. 
However, the intent o f this article 
w ill be to expand this idea o f church 
authority and show that inherent 
within the Great Commission is the 
principle of successive reproduction 
"after its own kind." The purpose of 
this Commission obviously being 
that the Lord intended to perpetuate 
New Testament churches by New 
Testament churches. As we consider 
this proposition let us notice:

I. PARTICULAR STRUCTURAL 
AND GRAMMATICAL 

IMPLICATIONS.
There are some strong structural 

and grammatical implications in 
Matthew 28:18-20 that support the 
concept that authority to organize 
other churches was given solely to 
the believers in church capacity. To 
see this clearly it is necessary to 
make some observations about the 
command Christ gave in these verses.

A. Two Grammatical Tri-unities
In studying the Greek text of 

verses 19-20, it is rather obvious that 
the Lord commanded that believers 
should be baptized in the name of 
the Triune God. He clearly worded 
the command so that it  would be 
understood that the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Spirit were one. Notice 
how He did this: " . .  .baptizing them 
in the name (singular) of the Father, 
and of the Son, and o f the Holy 
Ghost (a plurality of names)." This 
is the obvious trin ity  found in this 
text. However, there is another 
triune structure found in the Great 
Commission.

When the Lord issued the "Great 
Commission" He so worded it to 
convey a singular command to be 
fulfilled in a threefold way. He said, 
1) "Go. . .  2) baptizing them .. .  3) 
teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded.. . "

As one looks at the sentence struc­
ture of verses nineteen and twenty in 
the Greek text, it may be readily ob­
served that there is one main verb 
("teach all nations.. . "  more literally 
rendered, "make disciples of all 
nations. . .") which is modified by 
three participles (viz. "go" "baptiz­
ing" and "teaching"). What this 
means grammatically is that in order 
to "make disciples" all three actions 
described by these participles are 
necessarily required. Negatively con­
sidered, disciples cannot be made 
without going or without baptism 
and teaching. Anything less than this 
three-fold procedure fails to 
represent obedience to the Great 
Commission, just as, anything less 
than all three personages (Father, 
Son, Holy Spirit) fails to  represent 
the singular "name" that one is to be 
baptized into. Anyone baptized 
under a name that represents any­
thing less, has no baptism at all. 
Likewise, anyone claiming to carry 
out the Great Commission by any 
program, ministry or process that 
falls short of what is required 
contextually by these participles is 
producing "bogus" disciples.

Soul winning and witnessing fail to 
constitute obedience to the Great 
Commission by themselves. Disciple- 
ship requires more. More than evan­
gelistic teams or associations are able 
to provide. More than radio and T.V. 
evangelistic ministries can provide.

Concerning "discipleship" as 
taught by Christ, Bro. Hendricksen 
comments: "True Discipleship im­
plies much more. Mere mental under­
standing does not as yet make one a 
disciple. It is part of the picture, in 
fact an important part, but only a 
part. The truth learned must be prac­
ticed. It must be appropriated by 
heart, mind, and w ill, so that one re­
mains or abides in the truth. Only 
then is one tru ly Christ's disciple 
(John 8:31)." (William Hendricksen, 
New Testament Commentary, 
Matthew, Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., pp. 999-1000. Em­
phasis mine).

What a terrible day o f realization it 
w ill be at the judgment seat for those 
who preached as well as supported 
such "evangelistic" programs that 
Christ never authorized or approved 
of as "alternatives" to what He spe­
cifically commanded. A t that day, 
"alternative" obedience w ill be seen 
as it is—disobedience I

B. A Chronological Order
The position and tense of each par­

ticiple in relation to the main verb 
clearly spells out a due order1 of 
actions.

1. Going: The aorist tense suggests 
that "going" must precede the two 
other present participles. Mark 16:15 
qualifies that this "going" must be 
with the "gospel." Luke 24:46-48 
summarizes the correct content of 
this gospel. True discipling then, 
must include going with the right 
gospel (Gal. 1:7-9). Not only must, 
this going precede the other two 
participles grammatically, but, 
theologically there must be a proper 
response to this gospel according to 
Matthew 3:7-8 before baptism can 
be administered. This condemns any­
one or any institution that teaches 
salvation can be or must be attained 
apart from the gospel or in addition 
to the gospel.

2. Baptizing: Because of the 
nature o f baptism and because of the 
age-long context it is found in, the 
present, tense suggests that baptism is 
a reoccurring act (iterative present) 
administered once to each convert 
throughout this age. Futhermore, the 
prescribed formula accompanying 
scriptural baptism demands that it is 
to be performed in such a way that 
rightly represents the divine w ill of 
the Triune God. Hence, discipling 
must include the right kind o f bap­
tism. The position of this participle 
in relation to the main verb suggests 
that it immediately follows conver­
sion to the Gospel.

3. Teaching: The present tense of 
this participle also suggests a reoccur­
ring act (iterative present) that is ad­
ministered to each baptized convert 
as required by its nature and im­
mediate context. Naturally, gospeli- 
zation and baptism suggest teaching 
as well. However, the teaching 
described by the last participle in its 
context denotes a special and 
particular indoctrination which fo l­
lows conversion and baptism. Hence, 
discipling must include the right doc­
trinal instruction (". . .all things 
whatsoever I have commanded"). 
The position of this participle in 
relation to the main verb suggests 
that it is the last process o f true dis­
cipleship.

A disciple is one that has been con­
verted by the right kind o f Gospel 
and who has received the right kind 
of baptism and who is now under the 
right kind o f indoctrination and is 
attempting to attain perfect confor­
mation to the truth comprehended 
through such teaching. Others may 
be saved but are bogus disciples.

C. An Authorized Agency
Certainly, no one would deny that 

"a ll authority" (KJV. "all power" 
lit. Gr. "au thority"—exousia) was 
given to Christ in this context (Matt. 
28:17). However, it would be 
equally absurd to deny that Christ 
"delegated" authority in this con­
text. There are many other instances 
in Scripture where Christ has "del­
egated" such authority. For in- 

(Continued on p a g e  e i g h t )
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Special Friends Of El Commandante
By G. Russell Evans 

Norfolk, Virginia

"Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us 
free.. (Gal. 5:1).

Abraded nerves may begin to bleed 
as the truth comes out about the 
support for communist Nicaragua 
given by leaders of the U.S. Con­
gress and the hierarchy of mainline 
religious bodies. Big Media are also 
nervous. These three are special 
friends of the Sandinistas. As the 
Soviet block pours $350 million 
in military hardware for use against 
the freedom fighters. President 
Reagan faces one of the most critical 
issues of his Administration: pre­
venting a second Cuba on the North 
American continent, just 900 miles 
below the Rio Grande.

Among the nervous: Sam Donald­
son of ABC TV does nof yet be­
lieve the communist threat is serious 
enough for him to "take sides." 
Representative Michael Barnes, 
D-Md., a long-time apologist for 
Commandante Daniel Ortega, de­
manded the resignation of the Pre­
sident's Director of Communica­
tions, Pat Buchanan, for saying, 
"A  vote against aid to the freedom 
fighters is a vote for Nicaragua's 
Marxist government." Next, Bishop 
Thomas Gumbleton, activist in 
Witness for Peace, called President 
Reagan a " lia r" for assessing Nicara­
gua as a communist threat- - - a 
shocking outburst for a Christian, 
even if  one recalls that the Catho­
lic Church has not officially uttered 
a word against communism for the 
past 25 years!

The pro-Sandinistas in Congress 
delayed their assualt on Buchanan's 
truism for some 36 hours, apparently 
off balance and planning reprisal. 
Relations with Ortega have become 
even cozier since the 20 March 1984 
"Dear Commandante" letter from 
Majority Leader Jim Wright, D -Tex., 
Barnes, Steve Solarz, Ed Boland, and 
six other Congressmen, pledging 
their opposition to U.S. military aid 
to freedom fighters.

The Council for Inter-American Se­
curity (1100 17th St., N.W., Wash­
ington D.C. 20036) holds a secret 
memo smuggled out of Nicaragua, 
identifying special friends for under­
mining U.S. aid: Representatives 
Barnes, George Miller D - Cal., 
David Boinor D - Mich.; Senators 
John Kerry D - Mass., Christopher 
Dodd D - Conn., Tom Harkin D - 
Iowa -- all labeled "friends of our 
revolution." and Barnes himself 
"very special." Barnes calls the 
Reagan aid plan "a political mecha­
nism."

Politicians, preachers, and Big 
Media argue for a diplomatic solu­
tion, i.e., negotiations. But none can 
name a single successful! negotia­
tion for democracy against the 
Brezhnev Doctrine of once commu­

nist, always communist. Only m ili­
tary power removes communism, 
and Grenada is an example. On the 
other hand, Vietnam is a classic 
case of negotiating with communists. 
They take over.

Mainline church leaders want love 
and peace above all else; they gloss 
over communist treachery and en­
slavement. This is unscriptural: 
The prophet Isaiah warns of the 
"peace" of the wicked: "Their
feet run to evil. . . the way of peace 
they know not. . . whosoever goeth 
therein shall not know peace" (Isa. 
59:7-8). Jesus said, "Think not that 
I am come to send peace. . . but a 
sword" (Matt. 10:34), i.e., the sword 
of righteousness to assure liberty. 
". . . where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty" (2 Cor. 3:17).

For the most part, the Catholic 
and mainline Protestant churches in 
the United States denounce all U.S. 
aide to the freedom fighters in 
Nicaragua. Is this acceptable to the 
80 million members who pay the
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bills? Archbishop John R. Quinn, 
speaking for the Catholic Bishops 
of the U.S., affirms the need for a 
diplomatic solution not a military 
solution that would "flood the 
region with warships. . . and U.S. 
military personnel" - - - an in­
accurate assessment since there are 
no plans for U.S. troops and since 
negotiations with communists in 
such cases have always failed. The 
National Council of Churches takes 
much the same position, denouncing 
any U.S. efforts as "counterproduc­
tive militarization," but saying not a 
word against communist militar­
ization of the region. The Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations 
sees tragic results in "applying a 
military solution to an economic, 
social, and political crisis," but ap­
parently sees no tragedy in a com­
munist solution.

In a recent Biennial Session, Amer­
ican Baptists decreed that "our 
government continues to offer Nic­

aragua nothing but hindrance and 
opposition." The presiding Bishop 
of American Lutherans said that the 
U.S.-supported freedom fighters 
"do not represent a possible alter­
native for a democratic Nicaragua" 
- - -a strange allegation since the 
Sandinistas stole the 1979 revolution 
and installed totalitarian commu­
nism.

Similar positions have been an­
nounced by United Methodists, 
Episcopalians, Moravians, Maryknoll 
Sisters, Church of the Brethren, 
United Church of Christ, Presby­
terian Church (U.S.A.), and several 
entities of the Roman Catholics.

Archbishop James A. Hickey in 
testifying before the National Bi­
partisan Commission on Central 
America seemed to epitomize the 
modern Catholic policy of speaking 
no evil against communism. He 
found U.S. efforts to destabilize 
communist Nicaragua "unwise, un­
justified and destructive of the 
very values that a democratic nation 
should support in the world." 
Very interesting. The last official 
Catholic word against communism 
was heard on May 15, 1961 when 
Pope John XX III noted the "fund­
amental opposition between 
Communism and Christianity." The 
two previous Popes (Pius XI and Pius 
XII) had found communism 
"intrinsically wrong." Thereafter, 
Pope John X X III accepted observ­
ers from the Russian Orthodox 
Church to his general council in 
October 1962; and the new accom­
modation policy continued. Thus, 
the Vatican "never again condemned 
communism"- - - and the Soviets 
embarked on conquests of 
Vietnam, Angola, Cambodia, Afghan­
istan, Laos, Mozanbique, Ethiopia, 
and Nicaragua.

One more question: Are the argu­
ments of the special friends of El 
Commandante acceptable for instal­
ling a second Cuba? 
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stance, Christ has delegated 
authority to the government to ad­
minister His righteousness over a 
nation (Rom. 13:1-5). Moreover, 
Christ has delegated authority to the 
husband to rule over the home (I 
Tim. 3:4-5). Then again. He had 
selected the Jewish institution as His 
authorized agency to administer the 
affairs of His kingdom (Matt. 21:33- 
43, 45; 23:2-3).

The "therefore" of Matthew 28:19 
is indicative that authority is being 
delegated. Furthermore, the passive 
voice of the aorist participle "go" or 
more literally "having been sent" ef­
fectively demonstrates that delegated 
authority had been issued by the 
Head of the church.

D. A Successive Commission

A third tri-unity is expressed in th< 
Great Commission. The context o 
the Great Commission clearly spell: 
out three distinct elements of per 
petuity that are successive by nature,

1. Successive Time: The tim< 
element is clearly stated in the lattei 
part of verse twenty. Bro. Hendrick 
sen provides an excellent translatior 
of this portion that more fu lly ex 
presses the meaning of the Greek 
text which stands behind the Kinc 
James Version. And remember, I am 
with you day in day out until the 
close of the age. (NTC. Matthew, p, 
1003): Emphasis mine. Literally the 
text reads "all the days" but Bro, 
Hendricksen's translation, "day in 
day ou t" gives us the meaning, 
Christ's intent is to convey to them 
that there w ill be no time, no day 
nor part of a day in this age that He 
w ill not be present with them. Suc­
cession is an essential element with­
in such uninterrupted time. One 
second leads successively to the next, 
one hour to the next, one day to the 
next, one week to the next, etc. 
Time is successive by nature.

2. Successive Work Cycle: Re­
member that the Great Commission 
is a grammatical tri-unity. This 
means that the three individual as­
pects (going, baptizing, teaching) are 
all necessary in the production of a 
disciple. Furthermore, they are 
chronologically arranged. This means 
that each aspect is inseparably 
related to the other two aspects and 
that each aspect naturally follows or 
succeeds the previous aspect. Bap­
tism naturally succeeds all the im­
plications o f "going" as "teaching" 
naturally succeeds baptism. The de­
sign o f this commission is to "make 
disciples." In the producing of dis­
ciples the Commission is reinitiated 
all over again. Hence, "teaching them 
all things whatsoever" produces dis­
ciples "going" with all its succeeding 
implications. This means that the 
Commission was designated to 
naturally recycle itself in successive 
stages: Going, baptizing and teach­
ing them to go and baptize, etc.

3. Successive Workers: It is a 
plural "you" that is to exist "day in 
day out until the end of the age." 
The certainty of such longevity is 
reinforced by the Divine promise, "I 
am with you until. . . The present 
tense of the Divine promise ("I am") 
indicates that the action promised 
was in effect at the time it was 
spoken. This means that the same 
"you" He was then addressing is the 
same "you" He promised to con­
tinue with right up to the end of this 
age. Obviously, the "you" cannot re­
fer to any of the listeners as in­
dividuals, as none have survived past 
the first century, much less the en­
tire age. The "you" must be under­
stood as "you" of like kind or of the 
same kind. This interpretation is 
reinforced by the fact that the com­
mand and object of the Great Com­
mission is making of disciples. The 
commission is nothing less than the 
job of reduplication of like kind!

(Continued on page twelve)
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An Exposition Of Matthew 24
By the Editor 

Part I
Perhaps no one passage of Scrip­

ture has suffered more at the hands 
of expositors than Matthew Chapter 
24. Amillennialists generally insist 
upon a figurative interpretation of 
the passage, or claim that almost 
every event described transpired in
A.D. 70. They tend to want to ex­
plain Luke's account rather than 
Matthew's or Mark's. To them, 
verses 1-28 found their fulfillm ent in 
the first century with the destruction 
of Jerusalem by Titus. Because of 
the problem presented in verses 29 
to 31 where it is distinctly said that 
Jesus Christ comes immediately after 
the tribulation o f those days, some 
of them even go so far as to say 
that these words do not mean a lit­
eral, personal coming o f Christ, but 
a judicial coming by the instrument­
ality of the Romans.

Postmillennialists have a very 
serious problem with this passage. 
Since they believe the gospel must 
triumph before the return o f Christ, 
they are forced by theological neces­
sity to spiritualize away these words 
even more than amillennialists. Per­
sonally, I feel that Matthew 24 de­
livers a death-blow to the postmil- 
lennial teaching as it indicates that 
evil w ill increase and finally be 
judged at Christ's return. This is 
the opposite o f what they teach.

Premillennialists generally agree 
that verses 4 to 14 refer primarily to 
events o f this age which w ill increase 
and become more prominent in the 
first three and a half years of the 
seven-year tribulation. They believe 
that the last three and a half years of 
the tribulation, or the Great Trib­
ulation, is seen in verses 15 to 26. 
This is to be followed by the return 
of Christ in glory as can be seen in 
verses 27-31. This is the view which 
I hold.

I believe that it  is wrong to try  to 
separate Mark's and Matthew's ac­
counts from Luke's account. A ll 
three accounts d iffer a bit, but they 
are all the accounts o f what Jesus 
spoke in the Olivet Discourse. Pre­
millennialists stress Matthew's ac­
count; amillennialists Luke's ac­
count. These passages must be 
harmonized. I concede in some 
verses this is most d ifficu lt, but the 
d ifficu lty  'does not abrogate our 
responsibility to  do so. Verily I shall 
try  to do so in this exposition.

We must also remember that when 
Jesus uttered these words there were 
two sieges o f Jerusalem in His mind: 
one in A.D. 70 and another prior to 
His second coming to earth. These 
were to be separated by an interval 
of time. In fo rty  years Jerusalem 
and the Jewish Temple would be 
completely demolished by the 
Roman army. This would happen in 
the lifetime of these disciples. Then 
Jerusalem would be "trodden down 
of the Gentiles, until the times of 
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the Gentiles would be fulfilled"
(Luke 21:24). Near the end of the 
times o f the Gentiles would be 
another seige of Jerusalem which 
would involve all nations and termi­
nate by the return of Christ (Zech. 
14:1-11). To Christ these two sieges 
were like one book in two chapters, 
or one drama in two acts. What hap­
pened in the first siege was a "began 
fu lfillm ent" of what is to happen on 
a greater scale in the seven-year 
tribulation.

EVENTS LEADING UP TO 
THE DISCOURSE

Prior to the Olivet Discourse our 
Lord had delivered a stern denunci­
ation of the scribes and Pharisees. 
He had concluded with the words: 
"Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye 
shall not see me henceforth, till 
ye shall say. Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord" 
(Matt. 23:38-39). He and His dis­
ciples then left the Temple (Matt. 
24:1), walking toward Bethany. 
Ringing in the ears o f the disciples 
were the words about His abandon­
ment o f the Temple and its desola­
tion. They were so stunned that 
they did not even dare to ask ques­
tions in front of the crowds of 
Passover pilgrims.

As they were walking away from 
the Temple the disciples pointed out 
the beauty of the Temple buildings: 
"And Jesus went out and departed 
from the temple: and his disciples 
came to him for to shew him the 
buildings of the temple" (Matt. 24: 
1). They probably reminded Him 
that this was the second Temple 
erected under the supervision of 
Zerubbabel and which was now 
being enlarged and improved by 
Herod the Great (John 2:20). They 
may have called - attention to  the 
white stones which were about forty 
feet by twelve by twenty feet. Some 
of the stones were eighty-five feet 
long.

The disciples had enjoyed few op­
portunities of visiting the Temple, 
for their usual residence was in Gal­
ilee. Having just left the temple, 
they were filled with admiration for 
the sacred edifice. The whole group 
of walls, porches, and buildings was 
more than a mile in circumference. 
Such a Temple seemed an impres­
sive evidence of the solidarity of 
Israel's religious life and God's 
blessings upon Jerusalem. Could 
this great and holy edifice be re­
duced to a pile o f trash? This seems 
most unlikely to  them.

As these questions lingered in their 
minds, Jesus emphatically declared: 
"See ye not all these things? verily I 
say unto you. There shall not be left 
here one stone upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down" (Matt. 
24:2; cf. Mark 13:2; Luke 21:6). 
Critics question the intelligence of 
Christ about this statement. They
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of the western wall of the Second 
Temple still stands intact near the 
Dome of the Rock. But such an 
objection is scarcely worthy of a 
reply. History records how lit­
erally the words o f our Lord were 
fulfilled. Josephus says that Titus 
ordered the whole city and the 
sanctuary to be raised to  its found­
ations, except three towers and a 
part of the western wall. He goes on 
to tell us that it was so completely 
demolished by the Roman army that 
it looked like a site that had never 
been inhabited (See Wars o f the 
Jews, Book V II, Chap. 1, Sec. 1).

After this our Lord and His dis­
ciples crossed the Kidron Valley and 
climbed the steep base of the Mount 
of Olives to the east. Our Lord sat 
down near the brow of the hill in 
preparation for the "Second Sermon 
on the Mount." This gave the dis­
ciples an opportunity to ask Him 
some questions about the destruc­
tion of the Temple and His second 
coming to rule and reign.

THREE QUESTIONS
"And as he sat upon the mount of 

Olives, the disciples came unto him 
privately, saying. Tell us, when shall 
these things be? and what shall be 
the sign of thy coming, and the end 
of the world?" (Matt. 24:3). Mark's 
account reveals that Peter, James, 
John and Andrew asked these ques­
tions.

First, they asked: " . . .  when shall 
these things be?" When will the 
Temple be overthrown? Will this 
happen in our lifetime?

Second, they asked: "What shall 
be the sign of thy coming?" This 
shows that they believed in His 
literal, personal second coming to  set 
up His throne and reign gloriously 
jjpon the earth. They also believed 
that a sign would announce His 
coming. It would appear from the 
order o f the questions that they be­
lieved that His return would be after 
the fall o f Jerusalem.

Third, they asked a question con­
cerning "the end of the world." This 
part of the verse would be better 
translated: "the consummation of 
the age." The Jews believed the Mes­
siah would come at the end of the 
age and introduce a new and glorious 
age. Mark (13:4) and Luke (21:7) 
do not make as plain these three 
questions as does Matthew. Luke 
recorded some details about the fall 
of Jerusalem that are not mentioned 
by Matthew and Mark (Luke 21:20- 
24). In Luke 21:24 the Jews are 
scattered among the nations, but in 
Matthew and Mark they are gathered 
together (Matt. 24:31; Mark 13:27). 
Luke speaks in verse 20 to 24 about 
the fall o f Jerusalem in A.D. 70, 
while Matthew and Mark are con­
cerned with the regathering o f Israel 
at the end o f the tribulation period.

Some premillennialists go so far as 
to say that the predictions in Mat­
thew 24 have nothing whatever to
V.-w  u rli ,{*&<
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do with the 40 years which preceded 
the destruction of Jerusalem, nor 
with the events in A.D. 70. I ^eel 
this is a bit strong. To me Matthew 
24:4-14 describes the entire Christ­
ian age which includes the fall of 
Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The general 
signs given in these verses can be seen 
throughout the Christian age, but 
they w ill not come into full focus 
until the first three and half years of 
the tribulation.

Some post-trib premillennialists 
contend that Matthew 24 is for 
Christian believers living in the end 
of the age. They insist that the 
church is to pass through the tribu­
lation and that this chapter deals 
with the sufferings o f the church in 
the tribulation. They say that the 
mention of "the elect" in the passage 
proves that the church is in the trib ­
ulation period. This idea has some 
serious problems.

First, there is no mention o f the 
church in these verses. As any Land­
mark Baptist knows, not all the elect 
are in the church. I can see how a 
man who holds to the universal, 
invisible church could reason this 
way, but I am totally unable to  see 
how a Landmark Baptist could who 
believes in the local church to the 
exclusion of the universal, invisible 
church. We must also remember that 
the truth of the Rapture was intro­
duced by Christ (John 14:1-3) and 
revealed in more detail by Paul 
(I Thess. 4:13-18) after these words 
were spoken in Matthew 24.

Verses 15-26 of Matthew 24 very 
definitely refer to the last three and 
a half years o f the seven-year tribu­
lation period. This must be so as 
Christ comes "immediately after the 
tribulation of those days" (Matt. 
24:29-30).

DECEIVERS AND DECEPTION
"And Jesus answered and said unto 

them. Take heed that no man de­
ceive you" (Matt. 24:4; cf. Mark 13: 
5; Luke 21:8). Josephus speaks o f a 
number of deceivers in Jerusalem 
before its fall. He styled them 
"false prophets." There have been 
many such deceivers since the apos­
tolic age. Today deceivers o f every 
kind have undertaken to  lead people 
astray and w ith great success. As 
this age draws to a close these w ill 
increase and grow worse (II Tim. 
3:13). This is especially seen by the 
ever-growing number of false cults 
which Satan has brought forth. This 
is all according to the words o f our 
Lord.

FALSE CHRISTS
"For many shall come in my name, 

saying, I am Christ; and shall de­
ceive many" (Matt. 24:5; cf. Mark 
13:6). Luke adds: "And the time 
draweth near: go ye not therefore 
after them" (Luke 21:8). These are 
to arrogate to themselves false claims 
of Messiahship; they w ill come in 
the name of Christ. They were to 
beware lest any of the pretended 
Messiahs should deceive them. The 
times would be favorable for the pre­
tentions of these impostors, and 

(Continued on page twelve)
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Since i t  is believed that talent is given by the Lord, such as a great voice for singing, fingers for playing a piano, a 
brain for great scientists, the vision o f  a great painter, the imagination for a great writer, then are the feet and legs 
o f dancers given their talent by the Devil? -----Illinois

JIM MIE B. DAVIS
503 Benford Dr. 

Fulton, MS 38843

Pastor
Sovereign Grace 
Baptist Church

Fulton, MS 38843

"God that made the world and all 
things therein. . .seeing he giveth to 
all life, and breath, and all things"
(Acts 17:24a, 25b).

Talents are a part of the "all 
things" given by the Lord to those 
whom He hath made to dwell upon 
the earth, and man is responsible for 
the proper use of them. Numerous 
scriptures could be given to show 
that man is responsible to his Creator 
in the employment of his abilities. 
Two that come to mind at this time 
are: "He hath shewed thee, O man, 
what is good; and what doeth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God" (Micah 
6:8), and "Let us hear the con­
clusion of the whole matter: Fear 
God, and keep his commandments: 
for this is the whole duty of man" 
(Eccl. 12:13). The voice, fingers, 
brain, vision, imagination, feet and 
legs, and every other part o f the hu­
man body is to be used to glorify 
God. However, we all know that 
talents can be improperly used like 
any other thing the Lord bestows 
upon earth-dwellers.

Why should we single out the feet 
and legs? Is it not true that multi­
tudes of people with great singing 
voices are engaged in singing which 
dishonors God? Have we not heard 
many use their fingers to play un­
godly music on the piano? The brain, 
the vision, and the imagination of 
many seem to be given over wholly 
to evil. It would be wrong for us to 
assume that these people will escape 
God's wrath upon those who do not 
honor Him. Any misuse o f talent is a 
sin against our Creator.

Since dancing is associated w ith sin 
and evil so many times in the Bible 
many are prone to think that every 
form of dance is wrong. When David 
brought the Ark of God from the 
house o f Obededom to the city of 
Jerusalem it is said, "And David 
danced before the Lord with all his 
might" (II Sam. 6:14). Psalm 149:3 
says, "Let them (Israel) praise his 
name in the dance. . . ."  Solomon 
said, "A time to weep, and a time to 
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time 
to dance" (Eccl. 3:4). A Christian 
should engage in using every talent in

the praise of God. We should guard 
against any form of dancing or sing­
ing which dishonors God. (Much of 
the so-called Gospel Music of our 
day is Satanic in origin). Most forms 
of dancing is sinful and should be 
recognized as such, but to say that 
the Devil gives talent for dancing is 
wrong. God gives all talents; people 
often misuse them. Remember that 
the Devil is always looking for those 
who would misuse their talents!

JIMMIE B. DAVIS

JAMES GREEN
210 McGinley 

Washington, IL 61571

Pastor
BEVERLY MANOR  

Baptist Church
209 Vohland St. 

Washington, IL 61571

"I beseech you therefore brethren, 
that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto the 
Lord which is your reasonable 
service" (Rom. 12:1).

It is evident that all life, strength, 
and ability, both physical and 
mental, comes from God who made 
us. The question then is not what 
ability we have, or where did we get 
that ability? The question is, How 
are we to use the ability which God 
has given us? and what is our respon­
sibility and accountability in the 
matter? God-given ability may be 
used either rightly or wrongly, either 
to work works of righteousness or 
works o f evil. For instance, the per­
son who is given a great voice for 
singing may sing songs which exalt 
and magnify the Lord, or they may 
use the same God-given voice to sing 
rock and roll music which mangifies 
Satan. The same fingers which are 
talented to play beautiful hymns of 
praise to God may also be used to 
pull the trigger of a gun and murder 
a man. In both of the above cases, 
the gift and ability was from God, 
but its misuse was caused by man's 
sinfulness, and the man or woman 
who so misuses God-given abilities 
is most assuredly accountable to God 
for this sin.

In like manner the person to whom 
God has given feet and legs, with 
ability and grace, may use them 
either to visit and carry the gospel of 
grace and to pursue the work 
necessary to serve the Lord and pro­
vide for home and family, or else use 
them in worldly and ungodly per- 
suits such as dancing. But know this; 
if we misuse them for worldly and 
sinful pleasures we shall most 
assuredly be called to an accounting

for it. Hence, it is totally unreason­
able to assume that, since we can use 
our members for dancing and a 
multitude o f other sins, they were 
given to us for these purposes, or 
that they were given to us by the 
devil. This is absurd reasoning. The 
Scriptures settle this matter for us as 
follows: "Let not sin therefore reign 
in your mortal body, that ye should 
obey it in the lust thereof. Neither 
yield ye your members as instru­
ments of unrighteousness unto sin: 
but yield yourselves unto God as 
those that are alive from the dead, 
and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God" (Rom. 6: 
12-13).

JAMES GREEN

E. D. STRICKLAND
644 26 Ave. N. W. 

Birmingham, A L  35215

Member
Berea

Baptist Church
South Point, OH 45680

Indeed talents are given by the 
Lord for the purpose of use for the 
Giver's glory. For whatsoever we do 
as God's children, we are to exercise 
for His glory.

"Whether therefore ye eat, or 
drink or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God" (I Cor. 10:31). So, 
even appetite and thirst are not man 
originated, but are God-given. Life 
sustaining is not the chief purpose in 
eating and drinking but only second­
ary, to put us in position to give 
glory to God. If we eat and drink not 
to the glory o f God, we sin since we 
do the same for selfish purposes, and 
selfishness is Satanic and sinful.

So it is with all our talents given. 
"For the Kingdom of heaven is as a 
man traveling into a far country, 
who called his own servants and 
delivered unto them his goods. And 
unto one he gave five talents, to 
another two, and to another one.. ."  
(Matt. 25:14-15). The talents were 
"delivered," not self originated (v. 
14). The lord also "gave" (v. 15). In 
receiving these talents, the receiver 
was responsible for their use and cul­
tivation.

Are the feet and legs o f a dancer 
given by the Devil? I would say that 
they are given by God for the pur­
pose of bringing glory to His name. 
Again, the primary purpose o f the 
feet and legs in bodily movement is 
not to get to a destination but to 
glorify God in going and arriving! In 
the absence of God's glorification, all 
exercise o f talents become self- 
gratifying as an end. This is sinful.

This is why dancing becomes sinful 
as it is self-gratifying, rather than 
God-honoring.

Lost people do not use their God- 
given talents for the glory of the 
giver, so "the plowing of the wicked 
is sin" (Prov. 21:4).

Saved people do not always use 
their talents wisely, but who would 
disagree that we should.

E. D. STRICKLAND

HAROLD HARVEY
Rt. 1, Box 162 

Olmstead, KY 42265

Pastor 
Olmstead 

Baptist Church
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"For thou hast possessed my reins; 
thou hast covered me in my mother's 
womb. I will praise thee; for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; 
marvellous are thy works; and that 
my soul knoweth right well. My sub­
stance was not hid from thee, when I 
was made in secret, and curiously' 
wrought in the lowest parts of the 
earth. Thine eyes did see my sub­
stance, yet being unperfect; and in 
thy book all my members were writ­
ten, which in continuance were fash­
ioned, when as yet there was none of 
them" (Ps. 139:13-16).

In this Psalm David praises the 
Lord. In this passage of Scripture, we 
can know that our being and very 
existence is o f God. We were pro­
tected in the embryo state, while in 
the womb. The formation o f man is 
a miracle of God. Every part of the 
body: every bone, muscle, artery, 
nerve, and fibre are framed by Him. 
They are designed and placed in the 
exact location. He has made us by 
His power according to His infinite 
wisdom. Paul said, "Nay but, O man, 
who art thou that repliest against 
God? Shall the thing formed say to 
him that formed it, why has thou 
made us thus" (Rom. 9:20). Who 
else but God could take the dust of 
the earth and make man, and breathe 
into him the breath o f life? No one!

We cannot understand the miracle 
of conception and the forming of a 
body in the womb. With all our 
worldly knowledge. Men acknowl­
edge that it does happen, but many 
deny how it happens. Soloman said, 
"As thou knowest not what is the 
way of the spirit, nor how the bones 
do grow in the womb of her that is 
with child: even so thou knowest not 
the works of God who maketh all" 
(Eccl. 11:5). A ll o f the parts of man 
are put together by the Great 
Architect o f the universe, God.

The forming o f man is by God. His 
design for every human being is for 
His glory. Many use their body and 
talents that God has given them for 
Satan rather than their Creator. Paul 
admonishes the saints at Rome, He 
said, "Neither yield ye your mem­
bers as instruments of unrighteous­
ness unto sin, but yield yourselves 
unto God, as those that are alive 
from the dead, and your members as 

(Continued on page eleven)
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How should a church deal with bringing people back into the congregation who were excluded under a former
pastor who gave them no reason as to why they were excluded? -----Ohio

Christ, when ye are gathered togeth-

JIM MIE B. DAVIS
503 Benford Dr. 

Fulton, MS 38843

Pastor
Sovereign Grace 
Baptist Church

Fulton, MS 38843

If possible, the former pastor 
should be contacted to find out if he 
had any scriptural grounds for lead­
ing the church to exclude these 
people. Also it would appear that the 
people who hold membership in the 
church should be aware o f the 
charges against them. If no scriptural 
grounds are involved, no pastor or 
church is right in dismissing other 
members. (No pastor has the right to 
dismiss members w ithout the vote of 
the church).

If after a careful investigation is 
made and no scriptural reason is 
found for their exclusion, the church 
must then act to correct the deed as 
soon as possible. The church could 
do so by rescinding the action bring­
ing about the exclusion, and by 
publicly making apology to those 
who were excluded and by asking for 
their forgiveness in the matter. 
Exclusion can never be right when 
scriptural grounds cannot be given.

The former pastor was wrong in 
giving no reason for their dismissal, if 
this be the case. If the church dis­
missed them w ithout reason it was 
wrong in its action and should not 
rest until restoration takes place. It is 
sad, but in too many cases, preachers 
and churches exclude people over 
trivial matters such as personality 
conflicts or minor disagreements.

Where no scriptural grounds are in­
volved for dismissal the church 
should vote to restore the excluded 
members to fellowship. They should 
be informed of this by the church 
and be in good standing if  they come 
back and fa ithfully serve in the 
church. If, however, scriptural 
grounds can be found for their dis­
missal the action should stand and 
evidence o f repentance would be re­
quired before restoration to church 
membership.

JIMMIE B. DAVIS

HAROLD HARVEY
Rt. 1, Box 162 

Olmstead, KV 42265

Pastor 
Olmstead 

Baptist Church
Olmstead, KY 42265

name of our Lord Jesus

er, and my spirit, with the power of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. To deliver 
such an one to Satan for the destruc­
tion of the flesh, that the spirit may 
be saved in the day of the Lord 
Jesus" (I Cor. 5:4-5).

For Church discipline to be scrip­
tural there must be a charge brought 
against the person being disciplined. 
I am skeptical of any church or 
pastor, who w ill discipline a member 
without giving a reason for ex­
clusion. The charge brought in 
church discipline is determined by 
the sin of the person. Several are 
mentioned in the Word of God. Paul 
said, "But now I have written unto 
you, not to keep company, if any 
man that is called a brother be a for­
nicator, or covetous, or an idolater, 
or a railer, or a drunkard, or an 
extortioner; with such an one no not 
to eat" (I Cor. 5:11). The Person 
may be guilty of fornication, 
adultery, rajling, drunkenness, ex­
tortion or idolatry. He could be 
guilty of heresy, sowing of discord or 
a personal offence against another 
church member. He may be quilty of 
w ilfu lly  forsaking the church 
services. All of these and any other 
practices contrary to the Word of 
God are charges that can be brought 
in the exclusion o f a church member.

The pastor or a committee does 
not have the right to discipline a 
member from the church. This right 
and sole authority belongs to the 
church. Church discipline is a Bible 
doctrine and the Lord Jesus Christ 
gave it to His church for the purity 
of that body. He never intended for 
it to be done in an unsciptural man­
ner. Much harm has been done to 
some of the Lord's churches by 
Elders that do not rule well. They 
usurp an authority that belongs to 
the Lord's church and their rule be­
comes a dictatorial rule. The apostle 
Peter describes this kind of ruler. He 
said, "Neither as being lords over 
God's heritage but being ensamples 
to the flock" (I Peter 5:3).

If a church has been wrong in their 
practice of discipline, they should 
correct the situation. All churches 
are subject to making a mistake, but 
when we are convinced that we have 
made a mistake concerning disci­
pline, then we should take whatever 
steps are necessary to correct the 
wrong. Many churches fail to 
practice discipline and use various 
excuses. Some totally deny the scrip­
tural teaching, others say because the 
practice of discipline has been 
abused by a dictatorial pastor, they 
w ill not practice discipline. Both are 
wrong and should follow the leader­

ship of the Holy Spirit in practicing 
truth. If a church has disciplined 
members without a reason, it would 
be wise to examine each individual 
case and correct any wrong.

HAROLD J. HARVEY

E. D. STRICKLAND
644 26 Ave. N. W. 

Birmingham, AL 35215

Member
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Baptist Church
South Point, OH 45680

I have seen the day when I would 
have questioned whether this 
actually took place. But now, I no 
longer would question whether a 
church would do such. I have known 
a "Baptist Priesthood Church" to 
practice punitive discipline because 
of disagreement with the pastor and 
a bare majority of the church. 
Remedial discipline was not even 
considered. I knew a Baptist young 
lady who became dilitory in church 
attendance. She was excluded w ith­
out notice or contact. Later, after 
many trials and snares, she came 
back to church. The pastor made her 
apologize to him, but never was any 
mention made of the church's lack 
of concern or lack o f love shown.

"Priesthood Baptist Churches" 
seem to think that their church 
action, including exclusion o f their 
members for whatever reason, has al­
ready been bound or loosed in 
Heaven.

No church on earth has ever been 
given the right to control Heaven, re­
gardless of what Catholics, Campbel- 
lites, and Baptist Priesthood ad­
herents say. The Lord's Churches are 
bound by heavenly rules already 
settled but have no power to make 
rules. Church rules are adminis­
trative, but not legislative. Church 
discipline is ever to be exercised in 
the spirit of the gospel. It is solely 
remedial and never punitive. 
Repentance should be desired, but 
never is penance required.

Now let us go back to the question 
asked in the beginning. If the church 
excluded some of its members, w ith­
out giving a reason, then I think the 
same assembly should confess its 
mistake and apologize to the wrong­
ed, excluded members. The church is 
responsible for its neglect if  not the 
guilt of those departed.

If those excluded were indeed 
worthy o f exclusion, then they 
should also confess their wrong, re­
pent and ask for restoration. They 
should be accepted immediately up­
on confession, and not be made to

suffer indefinitely.
I think the said church should 

initiate this contact and communica­
tion. If this is done and there are 
those who are not interested in rec­
onciliation, then the church can rest 
with good consciousness.

E. D. STRICKLAND

JAMES GREEN
210 McGinley 

Washington, IL 61571

Pastor
BEVERLY MANOR  

Baptist Church
209 Vohland St. 

Washington, IL 61571

This question leaves me a little  in 
the dark. Did the pastor exclude the 
folks referred to, or did the church 
exclude them? Of course a pastor has 
no authority to exclude anyone, 
therefore if he did it, the action is 
null and void and the church should 
pass a motion and place it in your 
minutes so stating and notify the 
people involved of your action. If 
the church excluded the people at 
the pastor’s insistence and for no 
known reason, then the church acted 
in error and should repent o f such 
action. In doing this, steps should be 
taken by the church to restore 
fellowship to those wrongfully ex­
cluded. This would involve a vote of 
the church to rescind the previous 
act of exclusion, to restore the 
wronged parties to fellowship, and to 
contact them personally, notifying 
them of the action of the church in 
acknowledging her error and in seek­
ing the full restoration o f fellowship 
with the offended parties. It would 
be well to then elect a committee to 
contact the wrongfully excluded 
people and inform them of the 
action of the church and o f her 
desire to fu lly  restore fellowship 
with those who have been wronged.

A ll o f the above has been said on 
the assumption that the inquirer is 
saying that the church excluded 
people for no known reason. Having 
been a member of Baptist Churches 
for over forty  years it is somewhat 
hard for me to conceive o f that hap­
pening. Therefore, it occurred to me 
that the inquirer may have meant 
only that the people excluded were 
excluded for a reason but were not 
told the reason. If this be the case, 
then the church should inform each 
of the excluded persons of the 
reason for their exclusion, admonish 
them to repent of their error, and 
make apology to the church, and 
that when this is done they w ill be 
joyfu lly restored to fellowship.

JAMES GREEN
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(Continued from page ten) 

instruments of righteousness unto 
God" (Rom. 6:13). Every part of 
man is formed by God, and some 
take the members that God has given 
them and use them for Satan.

HAROLD J. HARVEY
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multitudes would follow after them. 
Josephus mentions such false Christs 
as Dositheus, Simon Magus, and 
Theudas which came in his day.

History is blotted with names of 
these would-be Messiahs who have 
appeared since the first century. We 
have all heard o f "Daddy Grace" and 
"Father Divine." Mehmet A li Agca, 
convicted assailant o f the Pope John 
Paul II, declared on June 24, 1985, 
that he was Jesus Christ. In an 
article about modern Jerusalem, 
National Geographies says : "Jeru­
salem is a citadel o f faith and fana­
ticism. On any given day half a 
dozen self-styled Messiahs wander 
her streets." (July 1985, p. 20).

History w ill yet record the appear­
ance of the final Antichrist who 
claims to be God (II Thess. 2:4). 
The rise and reign of the Antichrist 
is seen in Revelation 6:1-2: "And 
I saw when the Lamb opened one of 
the seals, and I heard, as it were the 
noise of thunder, one of the four 
beasts saying. Come and see. And I 
saw, and behold a white horse and 
he that sat on him had a bow; and 
a crown was given unto him; and he 
went forth conquering, and to con­
quer."

MILITARY ACTIVITIES
"And ye shall hear of wars and ru­

mors of wars: see that ye be not 
troubled: for all these things must 
come to pass, but the end is not 
yet" (Matt. 24:6; cf. Mark 13:7-8; 
Luke 21:9-10). Various wars were 
fought throughout the Roman Em­
pire in the first century. Other wars 
were threatened. There have been 
many such things siri’ce that time. 
Many more are to  be declared and 
threatened in the future. Until the 
end o f this age wars and desolations 
are determined (Dan. 9:26).

The threat o f war is great in our 
time even among the superpowers, 
not to  mention the third world coun­
tries. Nation after nation is acquir­
ing nuclear weapons. The world is 
a powder keg with a very short fuse. 
Today there is the possibility of 
thermonuclear war which could des­
troy all life on this planet. The na­
tions are arming for Armageddon. It 
shall not be long until the Red Horse 
of the Revelation 6:3-4 w ill ride 
forth: "And when he had opened 
the second seal, I heard the second 
beast say. Come and see. And there 
went out another horse that was 
red: and power was given to him that 
sat thereon to take peace from the 
earth, and that they should kill 
one another: and there was given 
unto him a great sword."

FAMINES, PESTILENCES, 
AND EARTHQUAKES

"For nation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against king­
dom: and there shall be famines, 
and pestilences, and earthquakes in 
divers places" (Matt. 24:7; cf. Mark 
13:8; Luke 21:11).

There were four famines in the 
reign of Claudius (A.D. 41-54) in
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Rome, Palestine, and Greece (Acts 
11:28). There have been many since 
that time in different places through­
out the world. Due to overpopula­
tion, bad weather conditions, wars, 
and other things there are more 
people in the world dying from 
famine than ever before. A t this 
moment 500 million people suffer 
from some form of hunger or star­
vation.

The coming seven-year tribulation 
w ill be a time when the present fam­
ines w ill greatly increase. "And 
when he had opened the third seal, 
I heard the third beast say. Come 
and see. And I beheld, and lo a 
black horse; and he that sat on him 
had a pair of balances in his hand. 
And I heard a voice in the midst of 
the four beasts say, A measure of 
wheat for a penny, and three mea­
sures of barley for a penny; and see 
thou hurt not the oil and the wine" 
(Rev. 6:5-6).

A number o f things in the tribula­
tion period w ill cause famine. The 
two witnesses w ill cause it not to 
rain on the earth for three and a half 
years (Rev. 11:6). Under the First 
Trumpet a tremendous electric storm 
w ill destroy the third part of the 
trees and all the green grass (Rev. 
8:7). Under the Second Trumpet 
a third part o f the marine life dies 
(Rev. 8:8-9), and under the Third 
Vial all sea life perishes (Rev. 16:3). 
These things w ill bring famine such 
as the world has never seen. These 
things w ill confirm the accuracy of 
the words of our Lord and o f John, 
His beloved disciple.

Our Lord said there would not 
only be famines, but also there 
would be pestilences. The Apostle 
John tells us the same: "And when 
he had opened the fourth seal, I 
heard the voice of the fourth beast 
say. Come and see. And I looked, 
and behold a pale horse: and his 
name that sat on him was Death, and 
Hell followed with him. And power 
was given unto them over the fourth 
part of the earth, to kill with sword, 
and with hunger, and with death, 
and with the beasts of the earth" 
(Rev. 6:7-8). This brings before my 
eyes millions of dead people.

The third thing that our Lord 
mentioned was "earthquakes in 
divers places." This does not mean 
political commotions as some teach. 
Literal earthquakes are meant. To 
make the word "earthquakes" a 
figurative term obscures a confessed­
ly simple and literal narration by the 
introduction o f a figurative term in 
the midst o f literal language without 
any necessity for it, and without a 
note of figurative character. This is 
a violation o f all good rules in w rit­
ing and speaking. Our Lord would 
have never been guilty of such.

Josephus writes of earthquakes 
during the year preceding the de­
struction of Jerusalem (Wars o f  the 
Jews, Book IV, Chap. 4, Sec. 5). 
There were some earthquakes during 
the first century at Crete, Smyrna, 
Miletus, Samos, and Laodicea. There 
have been many since that time. It
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is significant in our day that earth­
quakes are increasing in frequency 
and magnitude. This is the voice o f 
creation crying out for deliverance 
from the bondage of corruption 
(Rom. 8:19-23; Isa. 2:17-21; Luke 
19:38-40; Hag. 2:6-7). These things 
announce that the coming of the 
Lord draws near.

The Book of Revelation outlines 
numerous tremors to take place 
during the coming tribulation. There 
is to be an earthquake under the 
Sixth Seal (Rev. 6:12-17). Another 
occurs under the Seventh Seal (Rev. 
8:5). Two more occurs under the 
trumpet judgments (Rev. 11:13,19). 
Then the great grandfather earth­
quake of all time is to happen under 
the Seventh Vial (Rev. 16:17-20).

Luke adds the words that there 
shall be "fearful sights and great 
signs shall there be from heaven" 
(Luke 21:11). Josephus records 
some of these signs before the fall 
of Jerusalem (Wars o f the Jews, 
Book VI, Chap. 5, Secs. 2-3). Since 
that time there have been dark days 
in history and comets near the 
earth. Such things are to  greatly 
intensify as we near the end o f this 
age. Many passages predict these 
things to come in great numbers in 
the Day of the Lord as signs o f 
Christ's return (Isa. 13:9-10; 28:12, 
24; Ezek. 32:7; Joel 2:10,30-31; 
3:15; Amos 5:20; Matt. 24:29; 
Luke 21:25-27; Mark 13:24). The 
Book of Revelation sets forth a large 
number o f these to occur during the 
coming tribulation (Rev. 6:12-13; 
8:5, 12; 11:5-6; 15:1; 16:8,21; 19: 
11-21).

CONCLUSION
As I draw this message to a close I 

wish again to emphasize that Mat­
thew 24:4-14 gives the general 
characteristics of the world during 
the absence of the King. These 
events intensify and wax worse and 
worse all the way into the first three 
and a half years o f the tribulation. 
The awful times which our Lord 
spoke o f especially w ill be character­
istic of the first part of the tribula­
tion as can be seen in the Book o f 
Revelation. Clearly Matthew 24: 
15-26 delineates the middle o f the 
tribulation, or the beginning o f the 
Great Tribulation. Matthew 24: 
4-14 deals with general signs; verse 
15-26 with specific signs. Verses 
27-31 make it clear that Christ 
w ill come to  reign over the earth 
"immediately after the tribulation 
of those days."
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(Continued from page eight)

This requires those addressed as 
"you " to instru mentally bring 
disciples into existence. Actual 
contact is required (particularly in 
the last two aspects of the commis­
sion) in order to make disciples. Dis­
ciples do not "evolve" but are to be 
"made." Such reduplication requires 
organic successionism by its very 
nature of operation. Disciples repro-
« l i  I f *  * »■; (J)  ' ».

duce disciples. This fu lly  explains 
how that Christ could promise to be 
w ith the same "you", "day in day 
out until the end of the age." The 
Genesis Law of reproduction after its 
own kind is the inherent working 
principle of the Great Commission.

In conclusion, the time, the work, 
and the workers are co-extensive. 
A ll three are successive by nature. 
This demonstrates the Scriptural 
basis for organic successionism in the 
strongest possible language. Below 
evidence w ill be given to  prove the 
kind producing and reproduced 
entails a plurality of disciples in 
church capacity.

II. IT'S PRESUPPOSITIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS

The command of Christ to His dis­
ciples presupposes certain things that 
are not necessarily spelled out in the 
immediate context, but are clearly 
implied. In fact, in order for the 
Commission to be functional, certain 
assumptions are demanded. For in­
stance:

A. I t  presupposes previous dis- 
cipleship o f those commissioned. 
Otherwise the blind are being sent to 
lead the blind, which means, both 
would fall into the ditch. Would 
Christ commission the ungospelized 
to gospelize others or the unbaptized 
to baptize others? How could He 
commission the untaught to teach 
others? Only those who have been 
through the process are capable of 
teaching others! His very words, " . . .  
teaching them ail things whatsoever I 
have commanded. . . "  strongly im­
plies that they have been in the pro­
cess themselves. This fact strongly 
rules out the idea that "all Chris­
tians" were commissioned as this 
would result in the blind leading the 
blind.

B. I t  presupposes the reproduction
o f doctrinal unity. An age long suc­
cession o f doctrinal unity is required 
to  make the commission practical, 
and the age long promise of Divine 
presence reasonable. In other words, 
the "yo u " of the Great Commission 
had to  be united doctrinally in order 
to meet the very basics o f the com­
mission. They had to go forth with 
the same gospel, the same baptism 
and the same body of faith or else 
the Great Commission becomes the 
Great CONFUSION. Further, only 
doctrinal unity could give any real 
meaning to Christ's words "teaching 
them to observe all things WHATSO­
EVER I HAVE COMMANDED___ "

The reproduction of the same kind 
of disciples includes the reproduc­
tion of the same kind of Gospel 
obedience, same kind o f baptism and 
same kind o f body o f doctrine. It 
seems that this perpetuity of 
doctrinal unity was the concern of 
Jude when he charged his readers to 
defend the faith "once delivered 
unto the saints" (Jude 3). Further­
more, Paul's description of the 
church as an age-long institution 
(Eph. 3:21) and "the pillar and 
ground of truth" (I Tim. 3:15) 
coincides with our Lord's initial

(Continued on page thirteen)
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charge in the Great Commission, and 
with His promise concerning it in 
Matthew 16:18: . .the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it." Finally, 
only the "yo u " that is teaching "all 
the things whatsoever" He has com­
manded, has the promise of His per­
petual presence.

C. I t  presupposes identity with a 
New Testament Church. Discipleship 
must convey the idea of an habitual 
assembling relationship w ith the 
local congregation! Why? Because in 
the days of Christ, the Great Com­
mission could only be performed by 
assembling with the converts. 
Particularly is this true of the last 
process in the Commission, that of 
teaching them to OBSERVE Christ's 
commandments. The assumption of 
the New Testament writers was that 
if you were saved you were a mem­
ber of the local congregation.

One may be saved and outside 
church membership. One may be 
baptized, after a fashion, without the 
local congregation. However, one 
cannot possibly be observing "all 
things" whatsoever He commanded 
and be outside New Testament 
church membership. Two portions of 
Scripture w ill suffice to prove His 
w ill in this matter:

D. I t  presupposes disciplinary 
authority exercised over the learners: 
The very term "discipline" is not 
only derived from, but is inherently 
involved in the idea of a "disciple." 
To become a "disciple" is to willing­
ly submit to the "discipline" of the 
teacher.

In Christ's day, it was customary 
for those who became disciples to 
submit to a prescribed rite admin­
istered to them by their teacher. This 
rite was a token o f their willing sub­
mission to His authority and dis­
cipline. When John the Baptist 
baptized his converts, the Jewish 
Sanhedrin understood by this that it 
was such a token (John 1:25). In the 
Great Commission, "baptism" is 
placed prior to "teaching them to 
observe all things" as it is in part 
such a token which demonstrates 
their willingness to submit to  the 
authority and discipline that imme­
diately follows.

The nature of this disciplinary 
authority is expressed symbolically 
by the giving of "keys" in Matthew 
16:18-19 and 18:17-18. A careful 
study of the use of the keys will re­
veal that it is nothing more than the 
delegated right to administer both 
"instructive and "corrective" dis­
cipline. John 20:23 and Luke 11:52 
describe the use of the keys in ad­
ministering "instructive" discipline. 
In John 20:23 the authority to remit 
sins is granted through instructing 
sinners in the Gospel under the 
power of the Holy Spirit (v. 22). In 
Luke 11:52 the "key of knowledge" 
was to be used to guide the willing 
hearted in the paths of righteousness. 
This is the "loosing" power or 
authority in the right use of the

keys.
In Matthew 18:15-18 Christ 

prescribes the "binding" power of 
the keys in administering "cor­
rective" discipline to those unwilling 
to "hear" instructive discipline.

Both "instructive" and "cor­
rective" discipline are necessarily in­
volved in the idea of making disciples 
by "teaching them to observe all 
things." Such discipline is also es­
sential in order to maintain correct 
adherence to the "all things whatso­
ever" Christ has commanded. The 
very term "observe" has the idea of 
protect or keep or preserve. Such dis­
ciplinary measures are necessary to 
insure that "like  k ind" are produced 
and preserved, age long.

That the keys are committed solely 
to the church is clearly demonstrated 
in Matthew 18:15-18. The passage 
carefully demonstrates that such 
authority does not rest in an 
individually churched discipline (v. 
15), nor does it rest in the minority 
of churched disciples (v. 16), but it 
rests in the church as a whole (vv. 
17-18). The Lord's words are "tell 
it to the church." This demonstrates 
(as w ill be shown in detail later) that 
Peter and the rest of the apostles 
were given this authority only as the 
churches ordained representatives. 
Such authority can only be prac­
tically administered in the confined 
limitations of a congregational mem­
bership.

Another symbol o f this authority 
is the use of the term "candlestick" 
in Revelation one through three. The 
"candlestick" is symbolic of a dis­
ciplined state of existence. In other 
words, it symbolizes that the church 
is still bearing light. Two things are 
essential in light bearing: the con­
tinual trimming of the wick (cor­
rective discipline— and a continual 
flow of oil (the Spirit o f truth or in­
structive discipline). To remove the 
candlestick signifies that it is no 
longer properly functioning as a light 
bearer and is thus removed from the 
presence o f Christ. The light of truth 
can only be maintained by careful 
and continual trimming o f the wick. 
Christ instructs one of the seven 
churches concerning errors that if 
not trimmed away, would result in 
the "candlestick" being removed. 
The Great Commission finds its es­
sence in the symbolism of both the 
"keys" and the "candlestick."

The Great Commission is merely 
the practice of "corrective" and "in­
structive" discipline. In this disciplin­
ary state all true "disciples" remain 
life long. This implies that the 
administrator of the Great Com­
mission is also subject to the same 
discipline. The "church" is the only 
plurality of "disciples" that, as a 
majority, exercises or administers 
such discipline over each individual 
member. Regardless of the status, 
or whatever the capacity of any par­
ticular member (e.g. pastor, deacon, 
missionary), the church as a whole 
instructs and corrects each and every 
member in the "all things" of Christ. 
Such a disciplinary state is impos­

sible outside of a local congregation.
E. I t  presupposes that these dis­

ciples were commissioned in church 
capacity. Some might quickly object 
by saying, "This means that only the 
local congregation can witness or 
share the gospel!" Every saved 
person has the responsibility to share 
his salvation experience (Rev. 22: 
17). However, no individual can 
share what he has never experienced. 
The majority of genuine Christians 
have never experienced scriptural 
baptism or have never been brought 
into the proper realm of instruction. 
To be discipled is to be brought into 
the fellowship and supervisory care 
of the congregation of disciples 
through scriptural baptism. The fo l­
lowing reasons are given to demon­
strate why only believers in New 
Testament Church capacity were 
given the Commission.

1. The "eleven" as individuals are 
not existing "day in day out until 
the close of the age."

2. The "eleven" as Apostles ceased 
to exist with the death of John. The 
scriptural qualifications for apostle- 
ship lim it that office to the first cen­
tury (Acts 1:21-22; I Cor. 15:8).

3. The "eleven" considered as rep­
resentative of individuals such as 
Christians or disciples or an ordained 
class fails for the following reasons:

(A) The Commission requires that 
the "you " are themselves under a 
disciplined state of existence. This 
disciplined state cannot be main­
tained in any individual capacity 
(Matt. 18:15) but requires a plurality 
of "disciples" who as a body 
exercises disciplinary authority over 
each individual within that body 
("tell it unto the church"—Matthew 
18:17). (B) The Great Commission 
is not functional apart from an 
actual "assembling together" neither 
can a "disciple" observe the "all 
things" apart from this necessary as­
sembling. (C) Age long perpetuity is 
ascribed elsewhere in the Scriptures 
only to the church (Matt. 16:18; 
Eph. 3:21).

Matthew 18:17-18 substantiates 
that Peter was given the "keys of the 
kingdom" only as a representative of 
the church. His name characteristi­
cally represented the kind of ma­
terial Christ builds His churches out 
of. Note the following things in the 
context of Matthew 16:15-18: (1) 
There is a builder—Christ. (2) There 
is something to build—the "church." 
(3) There is something to build up­
on—"this rock." However, there is 
nothing to build this church out of 
unless the name "Peter" is meant to 
characterize such material. The name 
"Peter" and the "rock" of Matthew 
16:18 are not the same. "Peter" is 
masculine in gender and "rock" is 
feminine. The term "rock" means a 
huge rock whereas "Peter" means a 
smaller piece derived from such a 
huge rock. A "building stone" is de­
rived from a huge quarry of rock.

"Blessed are thou, Simon Barjona: 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed 
it unto thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven" (Matt. 16:17).

Peter was the kind of building 
’material that was "derived" from a 
greater heavenly source. In olden 
times, when a stone was cut from the 
hugh rock at the quarry it was pre­
pared and made ready then and there 
to f it  into the structure of the build­
ing. Peter, like all of the other 
church members had been baptized 
with the baptism of John at their 
conversion. Luke states John's 
mission in these words: . .to make 
ready a people prepared for the 
Lord" (Luke 1:17). Obviously the 
material used to build the church 
was not "lite ra l" stones but spiritual 
ones. Read Peter's own words: "Ye 
also, as lively (lit. "liv ing") stones are 
built up a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood (lit. "body of priests") to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices accept­
able to God by Jesus Christ" (I Peter 
2:5).

Peter's use of the indefinite con­
struction (anarthrous construction) 
"a " and "an" supports the view that 
he is addressing these "scattered" 
saints in their local churched con­
dition. His letter is not being sent 
"house to house" but church to 
church throughout these regions as I 
Peter 5:1-3 proves.

This passage by Peter confirms the 
view that in Matthew 16:18-19 Peter 
is being addressed as representative 
of the "spiritual" material the Lord 
uses to build His churches.

The second passage where the keys 
are mentioned is Matthew 18:15-18. 
This passage demonstrates clearly 
that Christ did not give the keys to 
Peter or any individual (Matt. 18:15 
e.g. Peter) or to any group or class of 
individuals (Matt. 18:16, e.g. 
ordained class) but to the church— 
"tell it unto the church" (Matt. 18: 
17-18).

The church that uses the keys as 
demonstrated in Matthew 18 must 
be the same kind of church that was 
given the keys in Matthew 16. Both 
are (1) in the singular (2) defini- 
tized (the) (3) unspecified as to lo­
cation or name (4) entrusted with 
the keys. Furthermore, every in­
stance following these two passages 
where Christ uses the word "church" 
confirms the idea of a local visible 
body of baptized believers as what 
He had in mind in Matthew 16 and 
18. The only alternative is to come 
up with two different kinds of "keys 
of the kingdom" as well as two dif­
ferent kinds of churches. One kind 
of keys that can be used as demon­
strated in the Matthew 18:15-18 pas­
sage and another kind of keys that* 
can be used in the Matthew 16 pas­
saged!

Unfortunately, the Matthew 16 
passage does not illustrate usage, un­
less that usage is illustrated in 
Matthew 18:15-18! The church that 
Jesus built is the same kind spoken 
of in Matthew 18 and in Revelation 
and the same kind found in various 
locations as mentioned by various 
N. T. writers.

Due to the heresy of the "Priest­
hood of the church" doctrine, i 
Peter 2:5 has been avoided as & 

(Continued on page foumart)
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CHURCH
(Continued from page thirteen) 
church text. The "New light" move­
ment interprets this text in light of 
the Old Testament priesthood and 
temple service as to restrict all ac­
ceptable righteousness and worship 
to believers in church membership. 
However, it should be pointed out 
that even in the Old Testament, wor­
ship, personal righteousness, prayer 
and other acts o f godliness were not 
restricted to the priesthood or con­
fined to the temple area. Even in the 
Old Testament the priesthood did 
not always do what they should have 
done (Judges 17:7-13). The Priest­
hood of the church heresy overworks 
the typology. No woman could be 
part of the Old Testament priest­
hood, should this restrict church 
membership to men only??? What 
typology is applicable to church 
members is not necessarily restricted 
to church members!

It is true that God does not accept 
substitute churches or recognize 
their corporate work as acceptable 
for reward. However, He does accept 
their individual righteousness (M att 
10:42) as worthy for reward. Every 
believer outside o f God's specified 
way of service w ill be rewarded ac­
cording to their works outside the 
New Jerusalem in the new earth 
where they shall dwell (Rev. 21:24). 
Every believer that has served Christ 
inside His appointed way of service 
shall be rewarded according to their 
faithfulness inside the New Jeru­
salem where they shall dwell.

In connection with the restrictive 
thinking o f the "New Light" heresy 
is the heresy held by some Landmark 
Baptists. Some believe that all 
church service is restricted to the 
actual meeting. However, according 
to Acts 14:27 the church can be 
"gathered together" and therefore 
does not cease to exist or function 
once the actual meeting has been dis­
persed. This does not violate the 
meaning o f "ekklesia" as this term 
embraces the idea of an organization 
that can and that does regularly 
assemble. Assembled or unassem­
bled, whatever service is offered 
"day in day ou t" by the membership 
is recognized as constituting "glory 
unto God through the church by 
Christ Jesus. . ."  (Eph. 3:20-21). 
Those who would deny this are sug­
gesting that the lights on the candle­
stick are blown out after every meet­
ing. "Day in day ou t" each member 
represents his Lord and church in 
everything that is done).

(Continued in June Issue)
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

The Philadelphia Baptist Church, 
Post Office Square, Aztec, New 
Mexico, and Pastor Frank James will 
conduct special services May 26-30 
at 7:00 p.m. The speaker is Elder 
Robert Fisher from Eugene, Oregon. 
A ll are welcome and invited to 
attend.

SOVIET STRATEGY FOR 
CAPTURING THE WORLD'S 

YOUTH
The January issue of ED (news­

letter o f Edgar Bundy Ministries, 
Inc., P. O. Box 530527, Miami 
Shores, Fla. 33153-0525) tells how 
the notorious international Soviet 
front organization, known as the 
Christian Peace Conference, ad­
dressed a letter from their "V lth  All- 
Christian Peace Assembly" in Prague, 
Czechoslovakia, July 2-9, 1985, to 
"THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE XII 
WORLD FESTIVAL OF YOUTH 
AND STUDENTS," a Soviet organi­
zation meeting in Moscow, July 27- 
29, 1985 and attended by 20,000 
young people from 150 countries.

It was ^highly significant that the 
World Council o f Churches Central 
Committee, meeting in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, just several weeks after 
the Prague and Moscow conclaves, 
brought young people from all over 
the world to serve as "stewards" at 
the Buenos Aires meeting. Here they 
were given an indoctrination dose 
against the United States, the 
Western World and the capitalistic 
free enterprise economic system, 
while being brain-washed (or 
"filled ") to believe that the USSR is 
the saviour of humanity by pro­
moting "peace and justice" around 
the world, i.e., Cuba, Nicaragua, 
Mozambique, Afghanistan, etc.

Most of these "stewards" joined 
the WCC officials who took an after­
noon o ff and paraded with the 
Argentinian communists in the large 
Plaza de Mayo in front of Casa 
Rosada, the official government 
house. We photographed these and 
even interviewed some of them at 
length. The Red agents had done an 
extraordinary job on them,* Protes­
tant and Roman Catholic alike.

" . .  .be v ig ilant.. . "  (I Peter 5:8). 
* * * * * *

THE TRUTH ABOUT SDI
I am appalled at the ignorance of 

the citizens of our Republic as to 
Reagan's Strategic Defense Initiative 
(SDI) program. It is notan offensive 
weapons system. It is not designed to 
kill people or attack targets on the 
earth. It is strictly designed to  des­
troy nuclear ballistic missiles—com­
ing toward the U. S. from any direc­
tion—from any country. SDI is only 
one percent of the total U. S. 
defense budget.

Our pro-communist news media 
and left-wing peace organizations 
have twisted and distorted the facts 
about SDI until the average person is 
ignorant of the facts I just stated.

They are hoping Americans w ill be 
confused and frightened about the 
program so the people w ill no longer 
support it. It seems to me they are 
doing a good job at confusing our 
people as the liberals are pushing to 
cut $950 million from the SDI 
budget.

Here are a few facts to consider 
which the liberals do not tell us. If 
the SDI program is cancelled or cut 
back our national security w ill be in 
grave danger.

•Due to the ABM treaty o f 1972, 
America has NO DEFENSE whatso­
ever against a Communist or Third 
World missile attack.

*A t this moment, 1,398 Soviet 
nuclear inter-continental ballistic 
missiles are pointing and are ready to 
launch at any time right at us.

•Right now we have the tech­
nology sitting on a shelf to put a 
physical barrier in space—a barrier 
which would stop well over 95 per­
cent o f all incoming nuclear missiles.

•There is a new Defense Depart­
ment book, Soviet M ilitary Power, 
which shows that the Soviets are 
now ahead of us in "star wars" 
development.

•With men like Muammar Quadaffi 
and other lunatics loose in the world 
it is almost unbelievable that some of 
our leaders would vote NO PRO­
TECTION VS 95 PERCENT PRO­
TECTION against a nuclear holo­
caust!

Please do not forget that several 
months ago Bella Abzug, Jesse Jack- 
son, and other liberals were in 
Geneva claiming to speak for the 
American people. In truth they were 
selling America's national security 
and our children's future in the name 
of peace! Please don't forget that 
Jesse Jackson was met at the airport 
by USSR Communist officials w ith a 
van to take him and his petitions to 
the Soviets. A tragic sight! A pro­
fessed Baptist preacher riding in a 
van with the enemies o f Jesus Christ!

"Shouldest thou help the ungodly, 
and love them that hate the LORD? 
therefore is wrath upon thee from
before the LORD" (II Chron. 19:2). 

* * * * * *

(Leningrad, USSR)—Four more 
ministers of the unregistered Baptist 
church in Leningrad have been put 
on trial. On January 29, 1986, sen­
tences were pronounced against 
Vladimir Filippov, Stanislav 
Chudakov, Andrei Filippov, and 
Veniamin Yefremov.

Senior pastor Fedor Makhovitsky 
has been serving a five-year strict 
regime sentence since his arrest in

August 1981. Vitaly Varavin, a 
young layman in the church, was re­
leased just last week (2/19/86) after 
four years strict regime for refusing 
to collaborate w ith KGB agents.

For many years the Leningrad con­
gregation met regularly for worship 
services in the home of one o f the 
members, Mr. Protsenko. In 1981 he 
was arrested, sentenced to three 
years imprisonment plus confiscation 
(of his property). When the 
Protsenko house was confiscated, the 
congregation started meeting in the 
forests outside the city. But neither 
arrests nor bad weather have been 
able to curtail church growth, mainly 
due to the active evangelism carried 
on by the youth group.

One member o f the church com­
mented recently to a Western tourist, 
"Our church's refusal to submit to 
atheistic control by registering has 
infuriated the authorities. They are 
doing everything they can to break 
us. But God has given our church 
faithful leaders and a dynamic group 
of young people who are committed 
to the Lord. We know that Chris­
tians around the world are praying 
for us, and that helps us stand."

(News Release o f International 
Representation for the Council of 
Evangelical Baptist Churches o f the 
Soviet Union, Inc., 2-24-86).

"Now after John was put in prison
. . . " (M a rk  1:14).

* * * * * *

A COMRADE CONGRESSMAN
Representative Charles Hayes (D. 

Illinois) is a former vice president of 
the United Food and Commercial 
Workers Union who was named by 
two witnesses during the 1950s as a 
Communist Party member then be­
ing groomed for union leadership. 
Hayes led the U. S. Peace Council's 
main workshop on domestic policy 
issues, "Economic and Social Conse­
quences o f M ilitarism," at Yale Uni­
versity recently. . . .

According to F. B. I. officials, the 
U. S. Peace Council is operated by 
the Communist Party, U. S. A., as 
the local affiliate o f Soviet-con­
trolled World Peace Council, one of 
the Kremlin's main vehicles for 
secretly influencing public opinion 
and policy in the Free World. Hayes 
was the only Congressman to lead a 
workshop, but telegrams of support 
were read from Representatives 
Major Owens of New York and 
Barbara Kennelly of Connecticut, 
and Bruce Morrison o f Connecticut 
spoke at the U. S. Peace Council's 
banquet (Conservative Digest, Jan. 
1986, p. 4).

"Be not deceived" (I Cor. 6:9). 
* * * * * *

TEXTBOOKS GET A FAILING 
GRADE

American textbooks are failing to 
teach U. S. school children the truth 
about Communism and the oppres­
sive nature o f Communist nations, 
according to Gary L. Bauer, Under­
secretary o f the Department of 
Education. As a result o f such faulty 
textbooks, children are ill-equipped 
to bear "the burden of preserving 

(Continued on page fifteen)
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(Continued from page fourteen)

liberty in a dangerous world," he 
stated in an address given at the re­
cent annual meeting of the Associa­
tion of American Publishers (The 
New American, March 10, 1986, p. 
14).

"Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he
will not depart from i t "  (Prov. 22:6). 

* * * * * *

A NEW MORALITY?
In the 60s and 70s right and wrong 

were viewed as psychological hang­
ups to be healed by better education. 
Modern relativism seem to have 
ushered a new age of freedom. 
People could escape the con­
sequences o f the sins o f fornication 
and adultery by use of the pill and 
abortion. God was either dead, or 
too loving to punish a sinner. God 
and His moral laws were irrelevant to 
morality and that meant that all 
forms of sexual perversion became 
right and not wrong in the minds of 
some.

But to the disappointment of the 
liberals, it would seem that the age 
of liberation in the 60s and 70s has 
now given way to an age of restraint. 
The evidence: premarital sex has 
leveled off; syphilis is dropping; the 
number of abortions are down; 
liquor sales are slipping. Are we on 
the verge of a revival of a Bible 
morality? I would hope so, but I 
doubt it.

. .abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul" (I Pet. 
2 : 11) .

* * * * * *

REPORT ON TEEN PREGNANCY
The House Select Committee on 

Children, Youth, and Families re­
cently issued a report on what is 
being done in the states to address 
the problem of soaring teen 
pregnancy rates.

The report's introduction stated 
that "regardless of one's political 
philosophy, the prospect of one mil­
lion teenage pregnancies, 400,000 
abortions, and one-half million births 
each year, nearly fifty-five percent of 
which w ill be births to unmarried 
teens, is chilling. The human and 
fiscal costs to all are unacceptable" 
(Concerned Women For America, 
April 1986, p. 10).

"Lest there be any fornicator. . 
(Heb. 12:16).

.£ *  £. ■£ -£

EVANGELICAL EXECUTIONS 
DOCUMENTED IN PERU

LIMA, Peru (EP)—The Peace and 
Hope Commission o f Peru's National 
Evangelical Council has documented 
the killings o f 90 evangelical Chris­
tians from 1983-1985 in Peru. The 
killings took place in Peru's "emer­
gency zone," which includes the 
mountainous Ayacucho State, the 
site o f much terrorist activity.

Nearly 70 percent o f the victims 
were members o f Pentecostal 
churches. Some of the victims were 
killed while gathering for worship. In 
1985 seven evangelicals were killed; 
that figure is down from 64 in 1984.

The commission also documented 
the disappearances of 20 evangelicals 
after they were detained by govern­
ment forces.

The commission attributed the 
violence to Maoist guerillas (known 
as Sendero Luminoso, or Shining 
Path), and to police and government 
soldiers. Guerillas oppose evangelical 
Christians because evangelicals refuse 
to join the armed struggle, and 
commonly speak against commun­
ism. However, evangelicals are often 
willing to treat the wounds of com­
munist guerillas, and this leads to at­
tacks by police and soldiers.

" . . .we are accounted as sheep for
the slaughter" (Rom. 8:36).

* * * * * *

RUMMAGE THROUGH MARCOS'S 
DESK REVEALS 'REVELATIONS 

FROM GOD'
MANILA, Philippines (EP)—Doc­

uments found in the desk of former 
Philippine President Ferdinand 
Marcos revealed a prayer and a pre­
diction by a religious cult that 
Marcos would be the vehicle for the 
second coming o f Christ.

The Minister of Tourism, Jose D. 
Aspiras, a close friend of Marcos, 
sent a two-page prayer w ith a note 
dated Feb. 21 that said "In  this d if­
ficu lt hour I thought I should share 
with you a prayer that I have found 
meaningful through the years."

On the same day, an appellate 
court justice wrote a letter on behalf 
of a religious cult whose members 
received "revelations from God 
through the medium of a pure, sim­
ple peasant g irl."

That letter counseled Marcos to 
"remain mentally and spiritually 
clean, and to pray hard," and re­
ported that the members o f the sect 
had received word from God that 
"President Marcos is not aware of 
this, but I have chosen him as the in­
strument of My coming. I w ill make 
the Philippines the new Jerusalem."

"For there shall arise false Christs, 
and false prophets. . ."  (Matt. 24: 
24).

* * * * * *

NICARAGUAN EXILE WAS IM­
PRISONED FOR USING 'THE 

FOUR SPIRITUAL LAWS'
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (EP)-Jimmy 

Hassan, director of Campus Crusade 
in Nicaragua, told a press conference 
at the 44th annual convention of the 
National Association o f Evangelicals 
that he was imprisoned because his 
office reprinted and distributed 
copies of the Spanish translation of 
"The Four Spiritual Laws."

Hassan, now in exile from his 
native Nicaragua, was a practicing 
attorney and then a judge before 
going to work w ith Campus Crusade. 
Hassan was imprisoned Oct. 31, 
1985, and charged with being an 
"instrument o f capitalistic imperial­
ism." His imprisonment alternated 
between a tiny cell ('four hands by 
four hands') and the "cold room," a 
refrigerated cell.

Hassan says he was threatened with 
death, and that an officer held an 
empty gun to  his head and pulled the

trigger. He was offered freedom if he 
would "confess he was an agent for 
the CIA." He said he saw other 
Christian workers being held naked 
in tiny cells and "cold rooms."

Hassan and his family were able to 
flee Nicaragua in December due to 
an administrative clerical error. He 
appealed to American Christians to 
help Christians in Nicaragua, but did 
not suggest military aid to the 
Contra rebels. " I would like to see 
North American churches directly 
aid churches in Nicaragua," he said.

" . . .they shall lay their hands on 
you, and persecute you, delivering 
you up to the synagogues, and into
prisons.. . "  (Luke 21:12).

* * * * * *

REAGAN PLEA FOR CONTRA 
FUNDING MENTIONS RELIGIOUS 

OPPRESSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. (E P )-ln  his 

March 16 plea for $100 million fund­
ing for "contra" rebels in Nicaragua, 
President Ronald Reagan cited 
reports of oppression by the 
Nicaraguan government, including 
evidence of religious presecution.

"L ike Communist governments 
everywhere, the Sandinistas have 
launched assaults against ethnic and 
religious groups," said Reagan. "The 
capital's only synagogue was dese­
crated and firebombed—the entire 
Jewish community forced to flee 
Nicaragua. Protestant Bible meetings

(Continued on page nineteen)
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The Trin ity Baptist Church, Chief- 
land, Fla., was organized Sunday, 
March 16, 1986 by the authority of 
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church, Ful­
ton, Miss., and Pastor Jimmie Davis. 
The church was organized at the end 
of a Bible Conference which was
held March 14-16.

* * * * * *

The Midland Baptist Church, 
Franklin Furnace, Ohio, and Pastor 
Harry Balmer w ill conduct special 
services May 19-23. The speaker each 
night is Elder Harold Harvey, pastor 
of Olmstead Baptist Church, Olm- 
stead, Ky.

* * * * * *

The Wilmington Baptist Temple, 
2873 S. Rt. 68 South, Wilmington, 
Ohio, and Pastor Daniel Ferrell will 
conduct special services May 12-18. 
The Editor is the speaker during 
these services.

* * * * * *

The Men's Fellowship in the tr i­
state area w ill be with the Mt. 
Pleasant Baptist Church, Chesapeake, 
Ohio, and Pastor Leroy Pack May 9 
at 7:00 p.m. The monthly fellowship 
meeting will be with the same church 
and pastor May 30, at 7:00 p.m. 
Elder Ruel Conner, Louisville, Ohio,
will be the speaker.

* * * * * *

/ -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------v

Missionary News

MISSIONARY 
DEMPSEY HENDERSON 

March - 1986

Dear Friends in Christ,
" I  w ill l i f t  up mine eyes unto the 

hills. From whence cometh my help? 
My help cometh from the Lord" (Ps. 
121:1-2). He is a very present help in 
time of need, and what a help He has 
been and is to us.

As most o f you know already we 
had visitors from the states, Jerry 
Gumm and Frank McClanahan. We 
had a wonderful time together, and 
we thank them for coming to visit 
us. While they were still w ith us, the 
George Beans arrived to work again

in Sao Luis. What a th rill it is to have 
them with us again. They are staying 
in our house, while we are in the 
states. Bros. Gumm and McClanahan 
came to spend 18 days with us, but 
Bro. Gumm stayed on longer to 
adopt a 7 year old girl, Angeliz, 
Telma, our Brizilian daughter's 
niece, who was living with us. We got 
the papers for him to take her to the 
states, and she is now living with 
them in Lexington.

Dorothy and I got word that her 
brother. Bill, was in the hospital dy­
ing o f cancer, so we caught the first 
plane we could out o f Sao Luis for 
the states. We left on March 4 and ar­
rived in Miami the next morning at 
about 5:30 a.m. While we were in 
the airport waiting for our plane to 
Nashville, I started having a problem 
with my heart. It started beating ir­
regular. It got so bad that they had 
to put me in the hospital. I went in 
through the emergency room and 
from there they took me to intensive 
care. Since we have no hospitaliza­
tion insurance in the states, the hos­
pital staff told Dorothy she would 
have to deposit $10,000.00. She told 
them she couldn't believe it and she 
told them she couldn't do it  so they 
finally agreed to let us pay it at 
$100.00 a month. I got the bill the 
other day and it  was $2,687.78 for 2 

(Continued on page sixteen)
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(Continued from page fifteen) 
days in the hospital. While I was in 
the hospital we got word that Bill 
had died. We arrived in Nashville on 
Friday, March 14, where we were 
met by Bro. Garner Smith and wife 
and granddaughter. They took us to 
Mayfield, Ky., to the home of 
Dorothy's mother, and then to the 
funeral home. Her brother's funeral 
was the following day. We wish to 
thank all who visited, sent cards, and 
prayed for the family. We also wish 
to thank Bro. Jim Washer for 
furnishing Dorothy a place to stay 
while we were in the hospital and all 
the help and kindness he showed us.
I am O K now, thank the Lord.

Dorothy is not doing well at all. 
We took her to Nashville to a special­
ist, and he examined her and had a 
special CAT scan done. He said that 
she is real bad! that her body cavity 
from the liver down is fu ll of cancer, 
but he said that with a type of che­
motherapy that she hasn't taken be­
fore, with platinum, she has a 50% 
chance for the cancer to go into re­
mission. Please pray for us. God is so 
good to us, and has cared for us and 
supplied our every need, praise His 
holy name. Dorothy took her first 
treatment today, and except for 
terrible nausea and vomiting she 
seems to be doing very vyell. I don't 
know how many treatments she will 
have to take, and there is no absolute 
certainty that they w ill help, but our 
help cometh from the Lord. Dorothy 
wrote a very beautiful song in Portu­
guese based on Psalm 121 expressing 
where she was looking for her help.

Our work in Brazil is going real 
good under the blessings o f God and 
the faithful work o f the good 
Brazilian brethren. Souls are being 
saved and the churches are growing, 
and they are establishing new mis­
sions and preaching points. I have 
had news from there twice, since we 
left, and there have been more saved 
and all is going well, thank the Lord. 
We miss being there but the Lord al­
ways knows what is best.

I w ill close for now. I don't know 
how long we w ill be in the states. 
The doctor said that he would run 
another CAT scan on Dorothy after 
three months of treatment (she will 
have a treatment every three weeks) 
and he could tell how much more 
she would need. I can't make any 
plans at the present about visiting 
churches. I know you all will under­
stand and pray for us. We wish to 
thank each one who has sent and 
given special offerings to help us 
with the extra expenses, and for all 
who send regular offerings for the 
work in Brazil, and especially for 
your prayers, cards and letters, and 
words of encouragement.

Your servant for Christ sake, 
Dempsey Henderson

NOTE: We w ill give you the
financial report for both months in 
our next mission report. Thank you.

FINANCIAL REPORT 
January & February -1986

B ry a n ts v llle  M is . B . C ., L a n c a s te r, K Y  

Jam es H . S im s , H a tt is b u rg , M S  

Z o a r  B . C ., C u n n in g h a m , K Y  
F e llo w s h ip  B. C ., L e x in g to n , K Y  

S o u th s id e  B . C ., F u lto n ,  M S  

S u n n y v ie w  B. C ., C la rk s v ille , T N  

R ic h la n d  B . C „  L iv e rm o re , K Y  
B erea B . C ., C la rk s v ille , T N  

R u th  S h o re s , C a n n e lto n , IN  
B eech G ro v e  B . C ., L a n c a s te r, K Y  

G r in te r  H e ig h ts  B . C ., K ansas C ity , KS  

H o p e w e ll B . C ., M a y f ie ld , K Y  

G ra ce  B . C „  N e w  P o rt R ic h e y , F L  
S h a d y  G ro v e  B. C ., W ic k l l f fe ,  K Y  
B eech G ro v e  B. C ., B a rd w e ll, K Y  
N o rth s id e  B. C „  E lk to n , K Y  

B ib le  B . C „  C la rk s v ille , T N  

B ry a n  S ta t io n  B . C ., L e x in g to n , K Y  
F e llo w s h ip  B . C ., M t .  S te r lin g , K Y  

F a ith  M is . B. C ., S tre a m w o o d , IL  

M a ra n a th a  M is. B . C ., L o u is v ille , O H  
N o r th  B a lla rd  B. C ., W ic k ll f fe , K Y  

C a lv a ry  B . C ., A s h la n d , K Y  

C e n tra l B . C „  M a r io n , K Y  
F a ith  M is . B . C ., P a d u c a h , K Y  
(L a d ie s  n ig h t class - f ro m  a b o ve )  
C a lv a ry  B . C ., C an n e l C ity ,  K Y  

C e n tra l A v e . B . C ., T a m p a , F L  
E d g e law n  B. C ., L e x in g to n , K Y  

M t. G ile a d  B . C ., P o o l, W V  
F a ith  B . C ., S a c ra m e n to , K Y  
M e m . East C o rb in  B. C ., C o rb in , K Y  

B erea B . C ., S o u th  P o in t, O H  

B ib le  B . C ., H a rr is b u rg , IL  
C a lv a ry  B . C ., L o g a n s p o rt, L A  

C itru s  M is. B . C ., In verness, F L  

L ib e r ty  M is . B . C „  B u r to n , M l  
G e o rg e  J ac o , B e n to n , K Y  

R u b y  S a u n d ers , R ic h m o n d , K Y  
M rs. In is  In g le , J o n e s v ille , V A  

M iss L a u ra  D u v a l, L e x in g to n , K Y  

V .  H . B e rry  I I ,  D an ese , W V  
F a ith  B . C „  B arb o u rsv ille , K Y  

Big C reek  B . C „  W a y n e , W V  

T r in i t y  M is . B . C ., R ic h m o n d , K Y  
M e a d o w th o rp e  B . C ., L e x in g to n , K Y  

G ra ce  M is . B. C „  W y a n d o tte , M l  
R ic h m o n d  R o a d  B. C ., L e x in g to n , K Y  

G ra ce  B .C ., T o le d o , O H  
M u d d y  F o rd  B . C ., G e o rg e to w n , K Y  
In d e p e n d e n c e  B . C ., F o r is te ll , M O  

M o rr is  S tre e t  B . C ., H o b b s , N M  

C o v e n a n t B . C ., T r o y ,  M l  
F irs t B . C „  A le x a n d r ia , K Y  
A s h la n d  A v e . B . 6 . ,  L e x in g to n , K Y  

O lm s te a d  B . C ., O lm s te a d , K Y  
J u lia n  B . C ., G ra c e y , K Y  

G ra ce  M is . B . C „  K irk s v il le , M O  

S overe ig n  G ra ce  B. C ., M a n s fie ld , O H  

Im m a n u e l B . C „  M o n tlc e l lo , K Y  
Im m a n u e l B . C ., J ac k s o n , M l  
T o ta l  O ffe r in g s  
B al. F o rw a rd  

Expenses  

N e w  B alan ce

5 0 .0 0
6 0 .0 0  

1 0 8 .8 4
7 1 .6 7

1 3 1 .6 7  

6 0 .0 0
1 3 1 .9 9

20.00
1 5 .0 0  

120.00
66.00 
3 2 .5 9

1 1 2 .5 0
2 1 7 .2 1

8 2 .0 2
20.00
6 0 .0 0

4 0 0 .0 0
4 0 .0 0  
6 6 .7 5
8 4 .0 0  

5 9 7 .4 6

6 0 .0 0
100.00
3 0 0 .0 0  

5 0 .2 5
2 4 .0 0
20.00  
10.00

200.00
7 0 .0 0  

3 5 4 .9 6
20.00

1 0 7 .6 7
5 0 .0 0
20.00 

4 9 0 .0 2
5 0 .0 0
2 5 .0 0
20.00 
20.00
1 5 .0 0
5 0 .0 0  

200.00 
1 0 0 .0 0
2 4 9 .0 0

6 0 .0 0
100.00 

20.00 
20.00

2 0 3 .0 0
3 0 0 .0 0  
1 1 7 .9 4

5 0 .0 0
1 1 6 .0 0

6 0 .0 0  

220.00  
100.00

5 0 .0 0
5 0 .0 0  

6 8 6 .8 0
7 ,3 0 7 .3 4

7 7 2 .5 9
6 ,9 9 2 .0 0
1 ,0 8 7 .9 3

EXPENSES

S a la ry

U t il i t ie s
T ra n s p o r ta tio n
C o n s tru c tio n
In su ran ce
M issions
T o ta l

Sponsoring Church:
Julien Baptist Church 
Route 1
Gracey, Kentucky 42232

2 .4 0 0 .0 0
2 3 0 .0 0
6 5 1 .0 0
3 2 4 .0 0
6 2 4 .0 0

2 .7 6 3 .0 0
6 .9 9 2 .0 0

Home Address:
At present contact:
Elder Garner Smith 
3115 Gracey-Herndon Road 
Gracey, Kentucky 42232 
(502) 235-5056

jaiaiaiaizrafziafgjarafafgfzjzfajzizizjziaiaf

MISSIONARY 
ROBERT FISHER 

2-16-86 to 3-15-86

Dear Brethren in Christ,
Greetings in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, . .who is the faithful 
witness, and the first begotten of the 
dead, and the prince of the kings of 
the earth" (Rev. 1:5). We trust this 
letter finds you thankful for the 
grace, mercy, and peace that is giver

to us by our Lord.
We continue to preach, visit, and 

witness as we have in months past. 
As yet the Lord has not been pleased 
to give us a lot o f outward manifes­
tations of our labor. Each month we 
have several good visits and times to 
share the truth with those who are 
ignorant of the teachings of God's 
Word. We continue to sow and await 
the time that God w ill save and add 
to His Church. Two portions of

ROBERT FISHER

Scripture have been a great blessing 
to us, "And let us not be weary in 
well doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not" (Gal. 6:9), and 
"I have planted, Apollos watered; 
but Gpd gave the increase. So then 
neither is he that planteth anything, 
neither he that watereth; but God 
that giveth the increase. Now he that 
planteth and he that watereth are 
one: and every man shall receive his 
own reward according to his own 
labour. For we are labourers together 
with God.. . "  (I Cor. 3:6-9).

We again thank you for your 
letters o f support, prayers and 
financial support. Please remember 
to pray for us and our missionary 
labors in the Pacific Northwest. This 
month remember especially our 
desire to find a public meeting place, 
the need for a greater outreach here 
in Eugene and the starting o f Bible 
studies in other cities in the 
Willamette Valley, such as Salem, 
Albany, and Corvallis. Our desire is 
still as it was in the beginning, the es­
tablishment of true churches in the 
Pacific Northwest through the 
preaching of the truth. The more we 
talk with people, the more we see 
how little of the whole counsel of 
God has been preached in this area. 
Brethren who have been in the 
Northwest longer than I have also 
share the same conviction.

Our family is presently enjoying 
good health and each blessing that 
the LORD, our God gives us. We 
desire to be faithful to the Lord and 
thank Him each day for the grace 
and mercy He gives us to serve Him 
in the truth through His church. 
Thank the Lord for this privilege 
that He has given to us as sinners 
saved by His grace—to preach the 
gospel o f the grace o f God!

By His Grace, 
Elder Robert Fisher

FIN AN CIAL REPORT

B eg in n in g  B alan ce  3 ,6 6 1 .2 7

R E C E IP T S :
D ean  R o a d  B . C ., U n io n  P a rk , F L  2 0 .0 0

G ra ce  M is . B . C ., H o lly ,  M l 3 0 .0 0
P h ila d e lp h ia  B . C ., B irm in g h a m , A L  5 0 .0 0
M rs . In is  In g le , J o n e s v ille , V A  4 0 .0 0

M t .  P leasan t B .C ., C h e a s p e a k e , O H  5 0 .0 0
B ib le  B . C ., P la n t C ity , F L  5 0 .0 0
M e m . E ast C o rb in  B . C „  C o rb in , K 'Y  5 9 .5 8
S o v . G ra ce  B . C ., M a n s fie ld , O H  2 5 .0 0
M id la n d  M is . B . C ., F ra n k lin  F u rn a c e , O H  1 5 .0 0  

J u lie n  B. C „  G ra c e y , K Y  2 5 .0 0
F a ith  M is . B . C „  M a d is o n  H e ig h ts , M l  1 0 0 .0 0  
B ry a n  S ta t io n  B . C ., L e x in g to n , K Y  7 0 .0 0

F a ith  B . C ., S e ffn e r , F L  2 5 .0 0
G r in te r  H e ig h ts  B. C „  K ansas C it y ,  K S  3 1 .0 0  
H e r ita g e  B. C ., S a le m , O H  9 0 .0 0
Big C reek  B. C ., W a y n e , W V  1 0 0 .0 0
L iv in g s to n e  B. C ., B a rb o u rs v ille , W V  1 1 1 .4 3
B erea B . C ., S o u th  P o in t, O H  1 0 0 .0 0
T h e  L o rd 's  C h u rc h , G o o s e  C re e k , S C  2 5 .0 0
C o n c o rd  B . C ., L ee sv ille , S C  2 5 .0 0
W est M il to n  B . C ., W est M il to n ,  O H  3 0 .0 0
F irs t  B . C ., o f  O ju s , N . M ia m i B each , F L  2 5 .0 0  

M e m o ria l H e ig h ts  B. C ., P e rry , G A  1 0 0 .0 0
G ra ce  M e m o ria l B. C ., M e m p h is , T N  2 0 0 .0 0
P h ila d e lp h ia  B . C ., B irm in g h a m , A L  5 0 .0 0
T e m p le  B . C ., O c a la , F L  5 0 .0 0
C la u d e  C re e ch , N e w  P o rt R ic h e y , F L  1 0 .0 0
N e llie  C re e ch , N e w  P o r t  R ic h e y , F L  1 0 .0 0
M rs . O . C . W h ita k e r , C u s h in g , T X  1 0 .0 0
O lm s te a d  B . C ., O lm s te a d , K Y  3 0 .0 0

C o v e n a n t B . C ., T r o y ,  M l 4 6 .2 0
C e n tra l A v e n u e  B . C ., T a m p a , F L  1 0 .0 0
P h ila d e lp h ia  B . C „  D e c a tu r , A L  1 0 0 .0 0
I -2 0  B . C „  D a r lin g to n , S C  2 5 .0 0
M t .  P leasan t B . C ., C h e sa p e a k e , O H  5 0 .0 0
S o v . G ra c e  B . C ., C ra ig sv ille , W V  2 5 .0 0
M e m . E ast C o rb in  B . C ., C o rb in , K Y  8 0 .0 0
S u b to ta l 1 ,8 9 8 .2 1
T O T A L  5 ,5 5 9 .4 8

E X P E N D IT U R E S :
S a la ry  1 ,0 0 0 .0 0
H o u s in g  A llo w a n c e :
H o u se  p a y m e n t 3 8 8 .6 3
U t il i t ie s  1 9 7 .0 4
R ep a irs , M isc . 2 0 .8 7
A u t o ,  exp en ses  1 1 4 .3 3
In s u ra n c e  1 3 0 .4 8
O ff ic e  S u p p ly /P o s ta g e  1 2 5 .8 7
R a d io  P ro g ra m  1 2 8 .0 0
A d v e rtis in g  3 7 .2 0
M isc . m ission  exp en ses  1 2 4 .7 8

T O T A L  2 ,2 6 7 .2 0
E n d in g  B alan ce  3 -1 5 -8 6  3 ,2 9 2 .2 8

B U I L D IN G  F U N D :

B eg in n in g  B a lan ce  4 ,0 3 4 .6 5
R ec e ip ts :

In te re s t 1 6 .1 6
M iss io n  o f fe r in g  2 0 0 .0 0

S u b to ta l 2 1 6 .1 6

T O T A L  4 ,2 5 0 .8 1

S p o n s o rin g  C h u rc h :
B erea  B a p tis t C h u rc h
P. O . B o x  5 5 2

S o u th  P o in t, O h io  4 5 6 8 0

F ie ld  A ddress:
R o b e r t  F ish er  

3 2 2 5  W o o d  A v e n u e  

E u g en e , O re g o n  9 7 4 0 2

MISSIONARY 
MIKECHANNELL  

March -1986

Dear Brethren,
Greetings in the name of our Lord

(Continued on page seventeen)
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Missionary
(Continued from page sixteen) 

and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Our Lord 
has been so very good to us this 
month.

In this month, we had the privilege 
of going to Mt. Morris, Michigan to 
preach at the Home Missionary Bap­
tist Church, Bro. Don Titus, Pastor. 
We had a very good time of fellow­
ship with them there.

This month the Lord has brought 
several visitors into our services with 
two returning for the evening 
services as well. We are very en­
couraged to see the Lord, in His 
great grace, moving in the hearts of 
many. It's always a great blessing to 
see His sovereign w ill work in ways 
we can't reach.

We have been busy painting and 
preparing our building for services. 
There are still some things that are 
needful before we can open our 
doors for services, but we are con­
fident in our Lord to supply. Many 
people have come by to see how we 
are doing and asked us just what 
kind of Baptists we are. This gives us 
a wonderful opportunity to witness 
for our Lord o f His truths. The Lord 
willing, we w ill be able to hold ser­
vices in April down in our new build­
ing. Please pray for this with us.

Our Lord has been so good to us 
here. Please pray that we can serve 
Him pleasingly.

By His Grace, 
Bro. Mike Channel!

March Support

F a ith  B. C ., L y n n , A R  6 1 .8 3
H a rm o n y  B. C ., A l t o n ,  IL  3 0 .0 0
B ry a n  S ta t io n  B. C ., L e x in g to n , K Y  5 0 .0 0
S o v e re ig n  G ra ce  B . C ., C ra ig sv ille , W V  2 5 .0 0  

F a ith  B . C ., S a c ra m e n to , K Y  3 5 .0 0
G ra ce  B. C „  C a r lo , I L  (2  c ks ) 2 0 0 .0 0
F a ith  B. C ., L e ig h to n , A L  (L o v e  O f f . )  1 6 5 .0 0  
H o m e  M is . B. C ., M t .  M o rr is , M l  
(S u p p ly  a n d  E x p .)  2 0 0 .0 0

Sponsoring Church:
Grace Baptist Church 
1902 Poplar Street 
Cario, Illinois 62914 
Home Address:
Mike Channell 
Rt. 1, Box 259 
Mansfield, TN 38236

rafafafzjajajzjajziajzja/ara/afajaiaraiajafa

MISSIONARY 
ROBERT MYERS 

March - 1986

Dear Brethren,
Greetings in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Savior.
The Lord is blessing us here in the 

Northwest and we are glad to be able 
to say "God is a refuge for us" (Ps. 
62:8).

We have not had much visitor 
response at the mission this month. 
Some that we have witnessed to have 
shown an interest in coming but they 
have not showed up yet. Neverthe­
less, we trust that our testimony has 
brought them in contact with Christ. 
We have had the privilege to get into 
some lengthy discussions w ith a few 
folks about Bible truths.

The monthly fellowship services 
were held at the South Park Church 
this past month, Bro. Glenn L. 
Tweet, pastor. Attendance was 
down, but everyone seemed to have 
a good time. Bro. Jim Turner, 
missionary to Port Orchard brought 
a good message.

We want to thank all the churches 
and brethren for the continued sup­
port of the work here. I know the 
Lord is blessing you for it. Also, we 
appreciate all the prayers of the 
brethren and sisters.

May the God of all grace be with 
each one of you in power and com­
fort by Christ Jesus.

Yours in Him, 
Bob Myers and family

OFFERINGS FOR MARCH 1986

N o rth s id e  B . C ., E lk to n , K Y  1 0 .0 0
Z o a r  B . C ., C u n n in g h a m , K Y  4 5 .7 2
F a ith  B . C ., S tre a m w o o d , IL  3 8 .7 5
B ry a n  S ta t io n  B . C ., L e x in g to n , K Y  5 0 .0 0

F a ith  B . C ., P a d u c a h , K Y  1 0 0 .0 0
O lm s te a d  B. C ., O lm s te a d , K Y  3 0 .0 0
C le a rv ie w  B. C ., M a c e o , K Y  2 0 .0 0

B ev e rly  M a n o r  B. C „  W a s h in g to n , IL  3 5 .0 0
S a le m  B . C ., W illo w  S h ill, IL  3 6 .0 0
P h ila d e lp h ia  B. C ., D e c a tu r , A L  1 0 0 .0 0

S o v e re ig n  G ra ce  B . C ., C ra ig sv ille , W V  5 0 .0 0  
B ib le  B . C ., P o r t la n d , O R  2 4 .0 0
F a ith  B . C ., S a c ra m e n to , K Y  3 5 .0 0
In d e p e n d e n c e  B. C ., F o r is te ll , M O  2 0 .0 0

G race  B . C „  C a iro , IL  1 0 0 .0 0
Z o a r  B . C ., C u n n in g h a m , K Y  4 5 .6 4
B ro . &  S is . A n d e rs o n , N e w  C o n c o rd , K Y  2 5 .0 0  

B ro . &  Sis. J im  T w e e t , E a to n v il le , W A  1 7 0 .0 0  

T O T A L  $ 9 3 5 .1 1

Sponsoring Church: 
Grace Baptist Church 
1902 Poplar Street 
Cairo, Illinois 62914

Home Address:
Robert Myers , 
P. 0 . Box 86 
Eatonville, WA 98328 
Phone: (206) 832-3319

MEET EDWIN IMPERIAL

It is my happy pleasure to intro­
duce our readers to a fine Baptist 
pastor who is now visiting our 
country. He is pastor of the Calvary 
Baptist Church of Quezon City (near 
Manila) in the Philippines. The Provi­
dence of God has made it possible 
for him to visit us and to make

known the needs of the work in his 
country.

Bro. Imperial is a guest in the 
home of the Editor. I have question­
ed him on many topics and in every 
case I have found him to be a sound 
Baptist in every sense of the word. 
His baptism and church organization 
are on solid ground. He stands for 
the doctrines of grace (all five 
points), the local church to the ex­
clusion of the universal invisible 
church, and the pre-trib premillem 
nial coming of Jesus Christ. He be­
lieves in the woman's place in the 
church that is assigned by the Scrip­
tures and is a Baptist brider. Because 
of these strong views he has suffered 
loss of finance and Christian friends 
in the Philippines because he will not 
compromise God's truth for men's 
errors.

Our brother is in this country try ­
ing to raise some money to purchase 
some land and to construct a church 
upon it. He now has more people 
than he has room to put them—al­
most 300 in attendance. They are 
presently meeting in a three-story 
building- which they rent at a high 
price. They also have the Landmark 
Baptist Bible College and mission 
points which are being blessed of 
God.

Not knowing the problems that 
they face over there many o f us in 
America might think, "Well, this is 
all well and good. Let them purchase 
their own building if they have that 
many people "  But in the Philippines 
a church cannot go to the bank and 
borrow money unless they have col­
lateral in addition to the property 
which they are buying. Even if they 
could borrow the money the interest 
is 32 percent or more. They suffer in 
the Philippines from run-away infla­
tion. The property they need would 
cost about $25,000 and the building 
something like $25,000. This would 
take care of their immediate needs 
for the church and the school.

We cannot imagine the poverty in 
the Philippines compared to 
America. In the Philippines the 
average man makes about 50 pesos a 
day, and it takes 20 pesos to make 
one American dollar. So you can im­
agine what $50,000 in American 
money would look like to one living 
in the Philippines.

The Philippines are open to the 
gospel. Tracts can be passed out in 
freedom. The gospel can even be 
preached in government buildings. 
Sad to say, but the Arminians and 
the charismatics are reaching many 
people. The truth that we belive is 
scarce. Bro. Imperial and the Calvary 
Baptist Church need money and 
printed material to sow the country 
down with the truth. They labor 
much for the Lord and have seen 
even Communists converted.

I believe that our Baptists here in 
America need to help this brother 
and his church who have demon­
strated that the faith means more to 
them than finance. We have a unique 
privilege. Surely we are come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this. By

means of the church-operated school 
young ministers can be trained to 
carry the message to all the Philip­
pines.

Bro. Imperial w ill be here and 
ready to present the work to any in­
terested church until about August 
15th. He has no way to travel 
except by Greyhound. He can be 
reached at my phone number which 
is (614) 377-9429. Maybe the Lord 
would lay it upon the hearts of some 
to make a contribution to the work 
without a visit due to the distance. 
You may call him and question him 
at my number if you are interested. 
Our church w ill receive any offering 
to him and see that he gets it. We are 
setting up a special account to take 
care of this. He w ill be reporting on 
the work from time to  time in the 
BBB. The work there could use some 
monthly support, but they stand in 
need of $50,000 for their property 
as soon as possible.

Because of the soundness of Bro. 
Imperial and his church as well as the 
spiritual blessings upon his assembly 
there, the Berea Baptist Church, 
South Point, Ohio, has already voted 
to give $1,000 to this work. This was 
not an easy contribution for us as we 
owe over $35,000 still on our own 
property and buildings. However, we 
feel that this may be some of the 
best mission money we have ever 
spent. I can only pray that other 
churches may go and do likewise.

MISSIONARY 
TOM ROSS 

March - 1986

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We greet you in the name of our 

precious Saviour and Lord. We are 
thankful that we have been called 
out of darkness into his marvellous 
light, to serve and worship our great 
King.

We have been very busy here in 
Xenia. The month of March was 
spent in getting our building ready 
and presentable for our first service. 
During the month of April we have 
been going door to door preaching 
the gospel to sinners in need of a 
Saviour. People here do not even 
know that the gospel is the power o f 

(Continued on page nineteen)
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By Beverly Pack, Chesapeake, Ohio

Send questions in care of this column to:
Berea Baptist Banner, P. 0 . Box 552, South Point, 
Ohio 45680

QUESTION: I know that the
Bible is the Christian's handbook. 
Would you give me, as a young Chris­
tian, some ideas for using it more 
effectively. Also, would you give 
some Scriptures that have been a 
special help to you in living the 
Christian life?

ANSWER: This is a question to 
which one would feel justified in de­
voting more than one month's 
column, and to do it  justice I find it 
necessary to do so. I trust my readers 
w ill bear w ith me in this.

Let me say at the onset that any 
and every portion of God's Word is 
important. “Every Word of God is 
pure" (Prov. 30:5). "All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God and is 
profitable. . (II Tim. 3:16). The 
genealogies are as important as John 
3:16 or the Twenty-Third Psalm 
(sometimes in reading them, I find it 
necessary to remind myself of this). 
But invariably, there seems to be 
some verses that especially 'suit' us 
or seem to mean more, much the 
same as we have a favorite color or 
favorite friends.

Inside the front cover of my Bible 
I have a list of seven special portions 
of Scripture. A t the top o f this list I 
have written: "Verses to be read or 
quoted each morning with under­
standing." How easy it is to read 
from God's Word without the 
"sense" of it being impressed upon 
our minds (Neh. 8:8). I cannot 
afford to allow this. I have sensed 
the need for a change in my life in 
the areas dealt w ith in these par­
ticular verses. The Bible can effect a 
change in us, but not by simply 
being received into our intellect; it 
must also be received into our 
understanding.

If I were to share these verses with 
you (and I hope to, beginning w ith 
this month's column and continuing 
as space and opportunity allow), 
some would identify w ith me in 
these areas of weakness. With other 
readers, these are your strong points 
and your weaknesses lie in different 
areas. In either case, the principle is 
the same. When you are made aware 
of a weakness in your life, be on the 
lookout as you read God's Word and 
hear it preached and taught, for a 
Scripture that pertains to it (and 
there is no corner o f your life con­
cerning which you w ill not find help 
and instruction in the Bible). The 
length of time which you suffer 
under the weight o f this weakness 
w ill probably be in direct proportion

to the time you spend with God and 
His Word. By God's grace, do not 
allow yourself to be caught up in the 
mood of today's generation of pro­
fessing Christian young people; TV 
and other things o f the world are 
consuming their time, thereby 
robbing them of vital familiarity 
with God's Word. Dear conscientious 
young Christian, you can't afford 
this! You are being cheated; it  is not 
worth the price.

We are as helpless to crowd more 
than 24 hours into a day as we are to 
add a foot to  our height or change 
the color of our eyes. Many precious 
hours of our day are taken up with 
necessary things. . .school, sleep, 
meals, hygiene. But when you do 
have an hour of leisure, do you pick 
up your Bible or turn on the TV? 
The crafty enemy of our souls has 
gradually (think about it; wasn't it 
gradually that our Nation came to 
accept legalized abortion, abolition 
of the death penalty and other 
unscriptural practices?) influenced 
our activities as a Nation until we 
find ourselves a "so ft" generation, 
geared to choosing a pastime that re­
quires no effort. How can I say it 
strongly enough?.. .Time is precious, 
fleeting; we must redeem it (Eph. 5: 
16).

I have time to read a book. Will it 
be a mediocre book or a good book? 
There is nothing wrong with the 
mediocre book: but if I don't have 
time for both, for my own good and 
that of those influenced by my life, 
it behooves me to choose the best 
available. Did you ever think w ith re­
gard to the mission programs in our 
churches. . .if we could support all 
the good missionaries, that would be 
great; but finances only allow us to 
support a limited number. Shouldn't 
they be the best o f which we know? 
The same must apply to the music 
by which our lives are influenced 
(Psalms, hymns, spiritual songs. . . 
Eph. 5:19), and so many other 
things.

Christian young lady, aim high. I 
challenge you to strive by God's 
grace for your best spiritual 
potential.

The first Scripture portion on my 
list is from Ecclesiastes 7:21. " . . . 
take no heed unto all words that are 
spoken. . . "  This verse says to me, 
"D on 't take too seriously the things 
people say, "  and how I needed to 
"hear" this from the Lord! The 
original language makes this verse 
even clearer. It says, ". . .give not

thine heart unto all words that are 
spoken." Don't take them to heart 
overmuch.

I tend to be a very sensitive and 
serious-minded person and find it 
necessary to make a conscious effort 
to guard against taking folk too ser­
iously. For our own benefit, we need 
to make allowance in people's con­
versation for misinformation, mis­
understanding and even a certain 
amount of teasing. Don't "read in to" 
a statement something that was not 
intended; always give the speaker or 
writer the benefit of the doubt. 
When God, through His Word, gave 
this commandment and showed me 
that He meant it for me, I began to 
make a conscious effort to this end. 
I would be less than honest to tell 
you I don't sometimes digress and 
fall short of success (that is why I 
keep the paper containing this verse 
and others in the front of my Bible 
and refer to it often), but God never 
commands anything of us that He 
doesn't give us both the instructions 
and the strength to do. I feel His 
strength in this area as I ask Him for 
it. We may pray with unwavering 
faith (James 1:6) for strength to do 
anything He commands in His Word, 
for He has also said if  we ask any­
thing according to His w ill, it w ill be 
done (I John 5:14,15). Could we 
doubt that something He specifically 
commands in the Bible is His will?

As I experience special strength 
from the Lord, I am encouraged to 
find myself making progress. Isn't 
the Lord good to grant us the benefit 
of His omniscience (limitless knowl­
edge) and tell us what we should do 
for our own good, to tell us how to 
do it and even to give us the 
necessary strength to accomplish it! 
When it is accomplished, where then 
does the praise belong? (Psalms 115: 
1 ).

The second portion o f Scripture on 
my list is Philippians 4:8: " . . .what­
soever things are true. . .honest. . . 
just. . .pure. . .lovely. . .of good re­
port; if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise, think on these 
things." For easy application to my 
needs, I interpret this verse to mean, 
in a word, "th ink positively." This is 
not to advocate, as some do, that 
positive thinking will prevent any­
thing negative in our lives, but this 
verse certainly wisely admonishes us 
to make a conscious effort to major 
on the positive.

We find about us so many things to 
create negative emotions and 
thoughts—so much deceit, pretense, 
injustice, corruption, ugliness, bad 
news reports, etc. Compare these 
things in order to the things upon 
which we are admonished in this 
verse to think, and see the contrast.

Satan works as hard to get us to 
think negative thoughts as he did to 
find a gap in the hedge God put 
around His servant, Job (Job 1:10). 
As surely as the Bible was our 
Saviour's defense against Satan 
(Matt. 4:4,7,10), it is also ours (Eph. 
6:17). Don't we have the right to 
take this verse and wield it  against

him when he comes to us with 
thoughts that would drag us down 
and take away our joy?

In some people and things, it is d if­
ficu lt for us to find anything good or 
praiseworthy, but if we can find a bit 
of either of these positive character­
istics, it is that upon which we are to 
center our thoughts and not the neg­
ative.

In a Bible Conference in Arkansas 
last year, I heard a preacher say, 
"How much time do we waste in 
grumbling that should be given to 
praising the Lord!" That thought 
went straight home to my heart. Too 
numerous to cite are the admoni­
tions in God's Word to praise Him. 
Leaf through your Bible from Psalms 
103-108. The first verse o f each of 
these Psalms, for example, is an 
admonition to praise the Lord. But 
can we find any Scriptural justifica­
tion for fretting or grumbling? Quite 
to the contrary. " . . .when the 
people complained, it displeased the 
Lord. . ."  (Num. 11:1). See also I 
Timothy 6:8 and Hebrews 13:5. To 
most o f us, contentment does not 
come naturally. The great apostle 
Paul had to learn it; he said, "I have 
learned in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content" (Phil. 4: 
1 1 ).

Praise; don't grumble. What a 
simple truth. How striking that I 
should travel 1800 miles to have it 
effectually applied to my under­
standing. But so God works, and so 
He instructs us from His Word 
through His ministers until we " . . . 
come. . .unto the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ" 
(Eph. 4:13).

Young ladies, do questions come 
to your mind from time to time as 
you endeavor to live for Christ? Let 
me encourage you to write them 
down and submit them to this 
column. We do not claim to have all 
of the answers but we do promise, as 
space allows, to try  to shed some 
light on your question, from the 
Word of God. We have a shortage of 
questions at this time; consequently, 
any inquiries submitted in the near 
future would probably be dealt 
with within the next few months. 
There is no reason for concern that 
yours is not a good question; any 
sincere question is a good one. You 
have no cause to fear embarrassment 
since our inquiries remain anony­
mous. Let us hear from you. This is 
your column.

[y ivf/j ivt/„■ ^  ̂  w  iwy&j ivsai \

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

The Grinter Heights Baptist Church, 
Kansas City, KS, and Pastor Walter 
Cade will conduct special services 
June 1-6. The speaker is Elder
Harold Harvey from Olmstead, KY. 

* * * * * *

The Meadow Creek Baptist 
Church, Meadow Creek, WV, and 
Pastor Herbert Cade w ill conduct 
special services May 19-23 at 7:00 
p.m. each evening. The speaker is 
Elder Bobby Lakes o f Versailles, KY.
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Missionary
(Continued from page seventeen)
God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth. There are many so-called 
churches here, but none that I be­
lieve are really concerned about the 
souls o f perishing men and women. 
The Arminians here have special pro­
motions and gimmicks, but our Lord 
has not commissioned His churches 
to carry on a carnival business. 
Rather, He has commissioned us to 
preach the gospel, baptize, and teach 
the whole truth o f His Word. Gim­
micks have never saved anyone, but 
the preaching o f the gospel has saved 
scores o f people from their sins and 
Hell.

Our hearts are burdened for the 
lost here in Xenia. We must be busy 
about getting the gospel out, even as 

•the church did in Acts 5:42, "And 
daily in the temple, and in every 
house, they ceased not to teach and 
preach Jesus Christ."

Please continue to pray for the 
Lord's work in Xenia. We desire to 
honor our Lord and to be faithful in 
this ministry o f reconciliation which 
He has called us into. We are looking 
forward to our first service on April 
13. We love you in the Lord.

A  sinner saved by grace, 
Tom Ross 
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Sponsoring Church: '
Wilmington Baptist Temple 
P. 0 . Box 245 
Wilmington, OH 45177

Home Address:
Tom Ross
476 W. Market Street 
Xenia, OH 45385 
(513) 376-5552

MISSIONARY 
KENNETH LONG 

April - 1986

To the Churches of our Lord:
It is a pleasure to greet you in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ. God 
has given us great peace in knowing 
that even when He tells us to stop 
and wait, we are still doing His will. 
Pray for us that God w ill give us 
much grace and patience to wait

upon Him.
We appreciate the opportunity that 

God gave us to preach His Word and 
present the slide presentation o f the 
work in Nigeria to the following 
churches: Salem Baptist Church of 
Washington, IL; Mt. Sinai Baptist 
Church o f Bath, IL; Pinehaven Bap­
tist Church o f Columbus, MS; Green­
land Baptist Church of Little Rock, 
MS; and Faith Missionary Baptist 
Church o f St. Joseph, IL. Also, I had

KENNETH LONG
the privilege to preach at the Pine- 
haven Baptist Church Conference 
and to attend the Bible Conference 
hosted by the New Testament Bap­
tist Church o f Goshen, IN.

As of yet, we have not heard from 
Calvary Baptist Church of Calabar, 
Nigeria, to know if they have been 
able to start the process of being 
registered with the government. Pray 
that God w ill supply their need.

Now, please bear with me as I ask 
you to consider the following. The 
Calvary Baptist Church o f Calabar is 
in great need of your monetary sup­
port. The church has been saving for 
ten years to build a new building 
since the old one is too small. But, 
as I have previously explained, they 
used much of their savings to provide 
for us a safe place to live while we 
were there. This they did of their 
own free w ill. So now they have very 
little money to complete the build­
ing that they have started or to 
secure the legal help needed to ob­
tain government registration.

The cost of living is very high in 
Nigeria and building materials are 
very expensive. Your prayers and 
help would be a great encouragement 
to God's churches in Nigeria. I am 
not trying to provide a situation 
where the Nigerian Baptist churches 
w ill become dependent upon the 
Baptist churches of America. But I 
feel that as God gives us the op­
portunity, we should share our 
blessings w ith the Nigerian churches 
with the purpose that they will grow 
and continue on as we have here. 
Therefore, your support could help 
the Nigerian churches greatly, and 
they would use it for the Lord's 
work. Checks should be made pay­
able to Calvary Baptist Church and 
sent to: Pastor John Imah, Calvary 
Baptist Church, P. 0 . Box 445, Cala­
bar, Nigeria, AFRICA. You may find

it better to send bank checks. Also, 
ask the church there to send you a 
report each time they receive a 
check. This way you will know that 
they received the check. If you want 
the money to go only for the build­
ing fund, state it plainly each time 
you send a check.

Also, the Philadelphia Baptist 
Church o f Mbioto village is in need 
of help to finish their building. Write 
the checks to Philadelphia Baptist 
Church and send them to: Pastor 
John James Imah, Philadelphia Bap­
tist Church, P. 0. Box 180, UYO, 
Cross River State, Nigeria, AFRICA.

If you have any questions or com­
ments, please feel free to write me. 
"Finally, brethren, pray for us, that 
the word of the Lord may have free 
course, and be glorified, even as it is 
with you" (II Thess. 3:1).

Next month, God willing, I w ill 
tell you o f the great need of Bibles 
and o f Baptist material in Nigeria 
and how you can help.

Yours in Christ, 
Kenneth M. Long

FIN AN CIAL REPORT
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News
(Continued from page fifteen) 
have been broken up by raids, by 
mob violence, by machine guns. The 
Catholic Church has been singled out 
—priests have been expelled from the 
country. Catholics beaten in the 
streets after attending mass. The 
Catholic Primate o f Nicaragua, Car­
dinal Obandoy Bravo, has put the 
matter forthrightly: "We want to 
state clearly that this Government is 
totalitarian. We are dealing w ith an 
enemy of the church.'"

Reagan recounted in detail the per­
secution o f an evangelical pastor in 
Nicaragua. "Evangelical pastor 
Prudenico Baltodano found out he 
was on his Sandinista hit list, when 
an army patrol asked his name: 'You 
don't know what we do to the 
evangelical pastors. We don't believe 
in God,' they told him. Pastor 
Baltodano was tied to a tree, struck 
in the forehead with a rifle butt, 
stabbed in the neck w ith a bayonet— 
finally his ears were cut o ff and he 
was left for dead. 'See if  your God 
w ill save you,' they mocked. Well, 
God did have other plans for Pastor 
Baltodano. He lived to tell the world 
his story—to tell it, among other 
places, right here in the White 
House."

"He that is upright in the way is 
abomination to the wicked" (Prov. 
29:27).

* * * * * *

KEMP FIRST, HART LAST ON 
'FAMILY ISSUES'

WASHINGTON, D. C., (EP)~ 
Christian Voice, a conservative Chris­
tian lobbying group, gave Rep. Jack 
Kemp (R-N.Y.) a 100 percent rating 
on its congressional report card. The 
group predicted the report would 
boost Kemp's candidacy among 
evangelicals.

The Christian Voice "report card" 
has been criticized for connecting 
religious concerns to chiefly political 
issues. The 12 "moral-fam ily" issues 
included in the report card included 
a balanced budget, and aid to rebel 
forces in Angola and Nicaragua, as 
well as issues such as abortion, 
school prayer, and pornography.

Sen. Gary Hart (D-Colo.) received 
a zero rating.

"Unto the place of the altar, which 
he had made there at the first: and 
there Abram called on the niame of
the LORD" (Gen. 13:4).

* * * * * *

IN SEARCH OF THE 
UNIVERSAL, INVISIBLE 

CHURCH
By MHburn Cockrell

— P A P E R B A C K —
One (1) Copy....................................... $1.00
Five (5) Copies............ ....................$4.00
Ten (10) Copies...................................$8.00
Fifteen (15) or more copies........$.60 each

— Order Now From Our—
BEREA BAPTIST CHURCH BOOKSTORE 

P. O. Box 5S2
South Point, Ohio 45680-0552
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A General History of the Baptist 
Denomination in America and Other 
Parts of the World by David Bene­
dict; Church History Research & 
Archives, Gallatin, Tenn.; two vol­
umes of the 1813 edition (hard­
cover); $64.00.

These two volumes of Benedict have 
been scarce in the past. These books give a 
comprehensive history of the Baptist from 
apostolic times, containing references to 
over 2600 churches, 2100 pastors com­
pletely indexed with over 10,000 entires.
Order from our Bookstore.******

A History of the Donatists by 
David Benedict; Church History Re­
search & Archives, Gallatin, Tenn., 
212 pages; 1875 edition (hardcover); 
$15.00.

Bro. Benedict shows that the Donatists 
were Baptists in their principles and prac­
tices. An informative study of this early 
sect of Christians which has been many 
years out-of-print. Order from our Book­
store.

******

History of the Waldenses by J. A. 
Wylie; Church History Research & 
Archives, Gallatin, Tenn.; 212 pages; 
1870 edition (hardcover); $15.00.

This is not the largest work on this sub­
ject, but it is perhaps one of the most in­
teresting. It gives a vivid account of the 
persecutions and martyrdoms of the Wal­
denses. Order from our Bookstore.

* * * * * *

THINGS TO COME 
By J. Dwight Pentecost 

$18.95
A  m assive w o rk  In  w h ic h  th e  a u th o r  has  

s y n th e s ize d  th e  w h o le  f ie ld  o f  p ro p h e c y  

in to  a u n if ie d  B ib lic a l d o c tr in e , a s y s te m atic  
a n d  c o m p le te  B ib lic a l e sc h a to lo g y . I t  is w r i t ­
te n  f r o m  th e  p r e t r ib u la t io n , p re m llle n n la l  
p o s it io n . O v e r 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  c o p ies  In  p r in t .  I f  
y o u  live  in  O h io  please  in c lu d e  5  cen ts  o n  
th e  d o lla r  f o r  s ta te  sales ta x .

— Order from —
Berea Baptist Bookstore

P. O. Box 552
SOUTH POINT, OHIO 45680

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

The Sovereign Grace Baptist 
Church, Mansfield, Ohio, and Pastor 
James Walters w ill have a Bible Con­
ference June 13-15. The conference 
w ill begin at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, 
June 13th and continue through 
Sunday, June 15th. Various speakers 
are on the program. For more infor­
mation contact Pastor Walters at 
419-747-1719.

* * * * * *

Things look good on the hymn 
books. I w ill predict that we will get 
the 2,000 orders. To date we have

1,500. We are also working to  get 
some loose leaf books for those who 
have requested them. I am not 
certain as to the availability o f these 
at this time. More later.

The only sad note is that we are 
having d ifficu lty  in getting our pub­
lisher to print the words and music 
for the songs by our people. Also we 
have had some late songs to arrive 
that we w ill be using, delaying the 
book as to its going to the printer.

We will do all within our power to 
get the book published as soon as 
possible. I would point out that I 
have little  control o f the publishing 
company. I do hope to have the 
book sometime this summer. If we 
are not as speedy as you like and you

want your money returned we w ill 
be happy to  do so. It seems now that 
it w ill be some time in May before 
we could possibly be ready to  go to 
press due to slow printing of words 
and music and late hymns.

* * * * * *

The Salem Baptist Church near 
Grayson, Ky., and Pastor Charles 
Lybrook w ill conduct special services 
April 28-May 3. Elder Daniel Farrell,
Wilmington, Ohio, is the speaker. 

* * * * * *

To those who might desire to 
know the whereabouts o f Elder 
Gerald B. Price, his address is 2494 
Mint Hill Rd., Johnson City, Tenn. 
37601. His phone is (615) 282-1895.

TO THE PASTOR

Well a very strange thing happened one night 
When the Amalikites and Israel got into a fight 
It seems that when Moses dropped his hands 
Israel started to lose their land 
But when the Brothers lifted them high 
The Lord gave them victory by and by 
And to His Church He'll show the same care 
If we lift  our Pastor up in prayer.

It says in Deuteronomy Twenty-Five and Four 
Don't muzzle the ox when he treads the corn 
It sure must have taken a lot o f greed 
To keep that animal away from his feed.
You know Paul must have had that in view 
When he wrote about what the pastors go thru 
I think you'll see just what I mean 
If you turn to First Timothy Five-Eighteen!

Well if you're wondering "Where is that man?"
I'd like to explain something if  I can,
You see the Lord has given him the task 
Of knowing our needs before we ask
Between the preaching and teaching, and the sighing and crying 
You know his poor feet have got to be flying 
So let's all try  to give a hand or two 
To the Pastor in all he has to do.

Have you prayed for your preacher? 
Have you paid for your teacher?
A workman is worthy o f his hire.
Do you make his day more cheery. 
And his way a bit less weary.
By holding up his hands when he tires?

Michael S. McCartney 
Loomis, CA

J ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ V.
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T ru s t  F u n d , C o rb in , K Y 5 9 .5 8
S o u th s id e  B . C ., F u lto n ,  M S 2 0 .0 0
S o v . G ra ce  B . C ., M a n s fie ld , O H 2 5 .0 0
E lm o  W o o d s o n , S h e r id a n , A R 2 0 .0 0
J o h n s to w n  B . C ., R o c k  C a m p , O H 1 0 .0 0
J u lia n  B . C ., G ra c e y , K Y 2 5 .0 0
L a n d m a rk  8 .  C ., E lid a , O H 1 0 0 .0 0
B erea B . C ., S o u th  P o in t ,  O H 1 6 5 .5 0
S o v . G ra c e  B . C ., O ra n g e , T X 5 0 .0 0
Big C reek  B .C ., W a y n e , W V 1 0 0 .0 0
J o h n  B . W ild , B reaks , V A 2 0 .0 0
T h e  L o rd 's  C „  G o o s e  C re e k , S C 1 0 0 .0 0
R o lly n s b u rg  B . C ., T a lc o t t ,  W V 5 0 .0 0
C le a rv ie w  M is . B . C ., M a c e o , K Y 2 0 .0 0
S o v . G ra ce  B . C ., F u lto n ,  M S 5 0 .0 0
P h ila d e lp h ia  B . C ., B irm in g h a m , A L 1 0 0 .0 0
M ild re d  L o g a n , A v o n  P a rk , F L 3 7 .0 0
N e llie  C re e ch , N e w  P o r t  R ic h e y , F L 1 0 .0 0
H illc re s t B . C ., W in s to n -S a le m , N C 3 0 .0 0
M rs . O . C . W h ita k e r , C u sh in g , T X 1 5 .0 0
N o e l D av is , H a rm o n y , N C 1 0 .0 0
F a ith  B . C ., L a w te y , F L 2 5 .0 0
M a t th e w  S ta n le y , B e c k le y , W V 3 8 5 .0 0
G e o rg e  C ra w fo rd , S u m m e r le e , W V 1 0 .0 0
T e d  M itc h e ll ,  C o rb in , K Y 1 0 0 .0 0
G e n eva  S m ith , T u c s o n , A Z 5 .0 0
C e n tra l A v e n u e  B . C .,  T a m p a , F L 2 5 .0 0
A n o n y m o u s 2 4 0 .0 0
S u b s c rip tio n s 1 5 3 .0 0
D iv id in g  C h e ck s 1 1 6 .0 0
T O T A L 3 ,3 6 1 .2 2

E X P E N D IT U R E S :
Postage 3 7 5 .0 0
S u p p lie s 4 1 .0 0
D iv id in g  C h ecks 3 7 5 .8 2
Wages 1 ,4 1 0 .3 5
S a n ita t io n 1 4 .0 0
IB M  (serv ice  a g re e m e n t o n  c o m p o s e r fo r  
3  m o n th s 2 9 2 .5 0
T o ta l 2 ,5 0 8 .6 7
E N D IN G  B A L A N C E  3 - 3 1 -8 6 8 5 2 .5 5

CORRECTION

T h e  fo l lo w in g  c o n tr ib u to rs  w e re  o m it te d  fro m  
o u r  J a n u a ry  f in a n c ia l re p o r t . T h e  to ta ls  w e re  

c o rre c t as p r in te d . W e  a re  v e ry  s o rry  fo r  th is  
e rro r .

W . E . B ru to n , A u s t in , T X 4 0 .0 0
M e m . E ast C o rb in  B . C ., C o rb in , K Y 1 5 9 .5 8
M rs . M a ry  V .  B ro w n , L i t t le  R o c k , A R 7 .0 0
Jack C ra w fo rd , S u m m e r le e , W V 3 0 .0 0
M t .  P le a s an t B . C ., C h e sa p e a k e , O H 1 0 0 .0 0
P h ila d e lp h ia  B . C ., B irm in g h a m , A L 1 0 0 .0 0
E lm o  W o o d s o n , S h e r id a n , A R 2 0 .0 0
L y le  T h o m a s , S to n in g to n , IL 8 7 .0 0
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B eg in n in g  B alan ce  $ 3 6 9 .6 6
R E C E IP T S : 1 ,7 0 3 .0 9
T ru s t  F u n d , C o rb in , K Y 2 2 6 .7 4
B erea B . C ., S o u th  P o in t ,  O H 1 4 6 .7 5
L iv in g  S to n e  B . C ., B a rb o u rs v ille , W V 2 2 2 .8 6
S o v . G ra c e  B . C ., O ra n g e , T X 5 0 .0 0
R o lly n s b u rg  B . C .,  T a lc o t t ,  W V 5 0 .0 0
M itc h e ll  B ro th e rs , C o rb in , K Y 5 0 0 .0 0
P h ila d e lp h ia  B . C ., D e c a tu r , A L 5 0 .0 0
A n o n y m o u s 2 5 .0 0
D e p o s ite d  to  d iv id e  ch ecks 4 3 1 .7 4
T O T A L 2 ,0 7 2 .7 5

E X P E N D IT U R E S :
W F T O - W F T A 1 2 5 .0 0
W Y W Y 1 2 5 .0 0
W A N O 9 5 .0 0
W R N O  (F o re ig n )  . 5 2 8 .0 0
D iv id in g  C h ecks 4 3 1 .7 4
T o ta l  E x p e n d itu re s 1 ,3 0 4 .7 4

7 6 8 .0 1
B ank service charg e 6 .0 0
E N D IN G  B A L A N C E  3 - 3 1 -8 6 7 6 2 .0 1

CORBIN, KENTUCKY REPORT

B eg in n in g  B alan ce 8 2 3 .4 1
R ec e ip ts 5 1 3 .3 7
T ru s t  F u n d , C o rb in , K Y 1 1 3 .3 7
M itc h e ll  B ro th e rs , C o rb in , K Y 4 0 0 .0 0
T O T A L 1 ,3 3 6 .7 8

E X P E N D IT U R E S :
W Y W Y  - M a rc h 1 2 5 .0 0
W A N O  - M a rc h 9 5 .0 0
T o ta l 2 2 0 .0 0
B A L A N C E  3 -3 1 -8 6 1 ,1 1 6 .7 8


