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“And as they were eating, Jesus
took bread, and blessed it, and brake
it, and gaveit tothedisciples, and said,
Take, eat; thisismy body. And hetook
the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it
tothem, saying, Drink yeall of it; for
thisismy blood of the new testament,
which isshed for many for theremis-
sion of sins. But | say unto you, | will
not drink henceforth of this fruit of
the vine, until that day when | drink
it new with you in my Father’sKing-
dom. And when they had sung an
hymn, they went out into the M ount
of Olives’ (Matt. 26:26-28).

The 28th verse of this 26th Chapter
of Matthew will suffice for the subject:
“For thisis my BLOOD of the new
testament, which isshed for many for
the remission of sins.”

The subject under consideration is

Wayne Cox

one that is timely and important inas-
much asit dealswith the only thing that
can cleanse, redeem, and save—that is
the BLOOD of Jesus.

Continued on page 2

Introduction

The subject on which the author has
set forth to write is one that has inter-
ested him for a number of years even
though he had nat, until thistime, given
himself to the study of it. He has known
that the Scriptures teach that saved sin-
ners are adopted by God into His own
family. Perhaps adoption, as other Bible
doctrines such as election, predestina-
tion, justification, glorification, etc., is
not fully appreciated by the Bible stu-
dent until it has been studied and exam-
ined by him.

An adopted child will have a greater
measure of appreciation for his adopted
parentswhen time, experience, and love
by these parents have touched his being
so as to open his understanding to the
truth of what really took place in times
past. Maybeyou, dear reader, have been

Wayne Bowling

adopted. If so, this subject might inter-
est you even more. If saved, you cer-
tainly have been adopted into God's
family.

Continued on page 3

By Bruce Oyen

Noteworthy Statements about
God's Irresistible Grace

Miles City, Montana

By Curtis Pugh

A Missionary Looks at the Commission

(in travel)

One of the five points of Calvinism
is“irresistible grace.” Thisterm means
that those whom God has sovereignly
chosen to save through faith in Jesus
Christ will not, in fact cannot, ultimately
resist His plan to save them. All God's
elect will hear the Gospel message, and
will eventually have their resistance to
it overcome by it so that they willingly
and gladly believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ for salvation.

This point of the five points of Cal-
vinism, al of which are Scriptural, is
resisted by many Christians because
they find it difficult to believe that who
gets saved is ultimately in the hands of
God. But we must accept what the Bible
teaches, evenif it means we must adjust
our theology accordingly.

Thefollowing quotesarefrom Chris-
tians who believed that God' s grace to-
ward the elect is ultimately irresistible.
It is hoped that reading them will
strengthen those who already believe

this doctrine, and challenge those who

do not to reconsider their view.
BAPTIST PREACHER,
CHARLES SPURGEON

“Then the eleven disciples went away
unto Galilee, into a mountain where
Jesus had appointed them. And when
they saw him, they worshipped him: but
some doubted. And Jesus came and
spake unto them, saying, All power is

Continued on page 7
The

By Milburn Cockrell

Furnace
Affliction

of

Mantachie, Mississippi

“Behold, | have refined thee, but
not with silver; | have chosen theein
the furnace of affliction” (Isa. 48:10).

The Bible has much to say about the
afflictions of God' speople. Psalm 34:19
declares. “Many are the afflictions of
the righteous.” It is sometimes neces-
sary for God to put His people in the
furnace of affliction. Thisact flowsfrom
both the justice and compassion of God.
He does this to try and to prove His
people. This was true of Israel of oId

(Deut. 4:20), and it isequally true of the
New Testament believer.

In the time of the Old Testament a
“furnace” was a fireplace for melting
and refining silver and gold (Prov. 17:3;
27:21). Theword isused figuratively in
the Scriptures. It is an emblem of cruel
bondage (Deut. 4:20; | Kings 8:51; Isa.
11:4), or severe and grievous afflictions
(Ezek. 22:18-22; Isa. 32:9). In my text
it would seem to have the latter mean-

Continued on page 5
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given unto mein heaven and in earth.
Go yetherefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all

Conti nued on page 9
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You hear people speak about the
cross. The cross holds a fascination for
many people, but there is nothing of a
meritorious nature about the wooden
cross upon which Jesus died, with this
exception, it held the Son of God. There-
fore it is not the cross that is so impor-
tant, but the BLOOD that was shed upon
the cross. That is the thing that is im-
portant; that isthe thing we should learn
more about—the blood of Jesus.

Peoplein thismodern age, the age of
so-called enlightenment, have gotten
way ahead of the Lord. The Bible has
becometo many an outmoded, outdated,
book of Psalms. Then people hear some-
thing about the blood of Jesus, and they
are quick to retaliate with, “That's a
butcher-shop gospel.” Call it what you
will, term it a “ butcher-shop gospel” if
you please, but if there is one thing the
Bible teaches, it isthat “ without shed-
ding of BLOOD isnho REMISSION”
(Heb. 9:22).

Attack the blood of Jesus all you
please, denounce it, deny it; yet it still
stands as the only thing that remits sin.

Fifty years ago professing Christians
were quite different than they aretoday.
Fifty yearsago if aman preached a ser-
mon without exalting the blood of Jesus,
without mentioning the blood of Christ
in the message, people said he wasn't

preaching. But today it isrevised; it has
changed altogether. Today if a man
preaches on the blood of Jesus, he is
preaching that which is offensive. The
Apostle Paul wanted the offense of the
cross to continue and every Bible-lov-
ing, Christ-honoring member of the
Lord’'s church and every God-called
preacher of the Gospel ought to be will-
ing for the offense of the cross to con-
tinue. Certainly one way to offend, isto
preach on the blood of Jesus—the
“butcher-shop gospel.”

A man stood in aleading university,
less than five years ago, and spoke to
six hundred ministers, or supposed-to-
be ministers, and said, “ Boys, whenyou
go out to preach, one thing | don’t want
you to mention is the blood of Jesus.
There is no meritorious power in the
blood of Christ, no morethaninahog’s
blood, and when you get up and talk
about it you are only preaching a
butcher-shop gospel.”

He was heralded as one of the great-
est religious men of thisage. They held
him in the highest esteem. They said,
“Heisan eloquent speaker, awonderful
Christian gentleman.”

Hewasarank infidel, that’s what he
was. It's a sin to call anything by the
wrong name. Why beat the Devil around
the stump, so to speak; why not come
right out and call him what he is, what
anyone is who denies the blood of
Christ?

There are a number of things | want
to say about the blood of Jesus—

[.1T WASTHE PRICE THAT

WASPAID
FOR OUR PURCHASE

I’ve said this from the pulpit many
times and | say it now again. The be-
liever is not a free moral agent in the
Arminian sense. People get theideathat
life is their own, to do with as they
please, to order after their own discre-
tion. Beloved, that isn’t true. Hereis a
text | want you to notice. I’'m sureit has
been read and heard many times with-
out striking pay-dirt, without hitting
home. | Corinthians 6:19, 20, Paul is
talking to thechurch at Corinth: “What?
know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which isin
you, which ye have of GOD, AND YE
ARE NOT YOUR OWN? FOR YE
ARE BOUGHT with aPRICE: there-
foreglorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God’s.”

Brethren, you are not your own, you
have been bought with a price, and you
belong to God.

| have been purchased by the blood
of Jesus, and it isnot for meto order my
lifeas| please. God has the authority to
command, and it is for me to obey. Re-
member that friends, if you are saved,
you are not your own, you belong to
God. Paul said, “You no longer belong
to yourself. You have been purchased,
bought with aprice. Then usethat which

you have to glorify God; that is, your
body and spirit.”

You may raise the question this
evening: “What WAS the PRICE that
was paid?’

The PRICE, beloved, was the
BLOOD of Jesus. Paul makesit so plain,
talking to the Ephesian elders, pointing
out to them their responsibilities as pas-
torsand preachers of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Acts 20:28: “ Take heed there-
fore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers, to feed the
church of God, which he hath PUR-
CHASED with hisown BLOOD.”

Purchased how?With His own blood.
That' s the price.

| fear alot of peoplewho claim to be
the children of God, have missed the
boat; they have failed to take into con-
sideration that it was the blood of Jesus
that purchased, bought, and set free. It's
the BLOOD, that’s the PRICE.

My salvation didn’t cost meonething
in the world, but it came at a tremen-
dous price, for it cost Heaven, Christ;
God, His Son; and Christ, His blood.

[I.1TISTHE BLOOD THAT IS

THE
BASISFOR OUR REDEMPTION

People who claim to be Christians
sometimes hug their children to their
bosoms and say, “| love you best in the
world.” Wives put their arms around
their husbands, and husbands their
wives, and say, “Honey, | love you bet-
ter than anything.”

Listen, beloved, that isn't right. Christ
has bought us, and to Him and Him alone
belongs the best love of our hearts, for
He hasredeemed us. “ Forasmuch asye
know that yewerenot redeemed with
corruptiblethings, assilver and gold.
. .but with the precious BLOOD of
CHRIST, as of alamb without blem-
ish and without spot” (I Pet. 1:18-19).

Therearethreewordsused inthe New
Testament for redemption; Agorazo,
which means to buy in the forum, or
market-place.

The second word is Exagorazo, which
means to buy out of the market-place,
and set free. We were being auctioned
off in the market-place as slavesto sin,
but Jesus, by His Blood, bought us and
forever set us free.

The third word used is Lutroo which
meansto pay the price and set free. Jesus
paid the price and set us free, therefore
we are now bond servants of the Mas-
ter. He has the right to command and
demand of methe best love of my heart.

Herein | Peter 1:18, 19 the Apostle
Peter wastalking to saved Jews, and they
understood that under the law, men who
were sold into slavery, if they could,
would save enough money to redeem
themselves from their masters. So he
raises the question, how they were re-
deemed from sin, and tells them it was
not with such corruptible things as sil-

ver and gold, but with the precious
BLOOD of Christ. It was the BLOOD,
he said, that redeemed.

Preachers, if you ever get up to preach
and you suddenly forget everything you
ever knew, if you can remember just one
thing, it is the BLOOD that makes ev-
erything right. It is the BLOOD that
saves, it isthe BLOOD that redeems. If
you hever preach but one sermon inyour
whole life, let it be the blood of Jesus.
Exalt the blood of Christ.

I1l. THE BLOOD ISTHE BASIS
OF
OUR PEACE

When | was a young preacher-boy |
made many mistakes, many blundering
mistakes, in trying to win lost souls to
Christ. | would approach alost man and
ask himif he wanted to make peace with
God. Beloved, don't ever ask alost man
if he wantsto make peace with God, for
CHRIST has aready made the PEACE.
Peace is God's gift. Colossians 1:20:
“And, having made PEACE through
the BLOOD of his cross, by him to
reconcile all things unto himself.”
Who made the peace? JESUS. How?
Through the BLOOD of His cross. It's
the BLOOD. . .It's the BLOOD. . .It's
the BLOOD.

You may say, then, “Brother Cox, if
Jesus has already made the peace, and |
am lost, how can | become the recipient
of this peace with God?’

Through faith in Jesus, that’s how.
It's not in the church, nor church ordi-
nances, your friends, neighbors, or loved
ones. Man without Christ is an enemy
of God. There is enmity between the
man and God, but through the blood of
the cross, the enmity hasbeen slain, and
through the blood man can become rec-
onciled to God, and enjoy peace with
God. It isthe BLOOD all the way. Ro-
mans 5:1: “Therefore being justified
by faith, we have PEACE With God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Thereforethe BLOOD isthebasisof our
PEACE.

Not only that—

IV. THE BLOOD ISTHE CHAN-
NEL OF
OUR FORGIVENESS

I’d like to point out here that the for-
giveness of sinsisone of the most mis-
understood subjects in the Bible. You
have heard people tell the lost to get
down on their knees and beg God to for-
give them of their sins, that if you pray
long enough and hard enough, God will
remit the penalty for sins. That’s human
forgiveness, beloved, not Divine. Divine
forgivenessis the execution of the pen-
alty, and that penalty is death. Jesusdied
under the penalty. Divine forgiveness
meansthe bearing away of sins, and men
RECEIVE the forgiveness of sins.
Ephesians 1:7: “In whom we HAVE
REDEMPTION through hisBLOOD,
the FORGIVENESS of sins, accord-

Continued on page 3
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ingtotherichesof hisgrace.” Wehave
REDEMPTION. What else? FORGIV E-
NESSissins. We haveit, we didn’t get
it, it'saqgift.

Thetranglation of theword “forgive-
ness” comes from a Greek word
Aphesus, and meansto bear up and bear
away, to separate the sins from the sin-
ner. Fifteen timesitisfound in the New
Testament. Six timesitisrendered “for-
giveness,” and ninetimesit is rendered
“remission,” but it always means the
samething, to bear up and to bear away.

Paul talking to King Agrippa, told
him how that God had called him to
preach to the Gentilesto open their eyes
and turn them from darkness unto light,
and from the power of Satan, unto God,
that they might RECEIVE the forgive-
nessof sins, and inheritance among them
which are sanctified by faith that isin
Christ. In Christ, you see, you RECEIVE
it. In Acts 10:43 the Apostle Peter says
the same thing to the household of
Cornelius: “Tohim (Christ) giveall the
prophets witness, that through his
namewhosoever believeth in him shall
RECEIVE remission of sins.”

You receive it, don't you see? You
don’'t get it, for this expression carries
with it an implication you have done
something to earn forgiveness of sins.

TheBLOOD of JESUSisthe CHAN-
NEL of our FORGIVENESS. . .The
blood of Jesus was shed and Jesus paid
for our sins. The old debt was settled on
the cross, thus we who believe on Jesus,
can sing as in that old song. “The Old
Account Was Settled Long Ago.” IT'S
the BLOOD, don’'t you see? It's the
blood.

Beloved, may | say this as tenderly
and as kindly as | know how: anything,
ANYTHING, that detracts from the
blood of Christ and its power is a dan-
gerous thing. May you always have be-
fore you this one great cardinal fact: it
isthe BLOOD of JESUS CHRIST that
saves, cleanses, sanctifies, purifies and
redeems.

Here is another thing—
V.CHRIST'SBLOOD PROVIDES
THE LIBERTY
OF OUR ACCESSTO GOD

No man without the meritsof Christ’s
blood hasthe right to approach God. He
is not God’s child. He has nothing
wherewith to plead his own cause be-
fore God. He must have the blood of
Christ. “Watch it now,” you say,
“Brother Pastor, | can't accept that.”
WEell, let’s see what God's Word says.
Hebrews 10:19-20: “Havingtherefore,
brethren, boldness to enter into the
holiest by the BLOOD of Jesus, By a
new and living way, which he hath
consecrated for us, through the velil,
that isto say, hisflesh.”

Paul said by the blood of Jesus we
have accessinto the Holiest. Who dwells
in the Holy Place? God. Who has ac-
cess to the holy place? Only those who
come by the blood of Jesus. Every saved
person in theworld can talk to God, can
plead with God, can communicate with
God, because he doesit on the merits of
the blood of Jesus, the blood of the Lamb
of God. Therefore the BLOOD of Jesus
provides the liberty of our ACCESS to
God.

VI. THE BLOOD OF JESUSIS

OUR CERTAINTY
OF OVERCOMING

| talked to a man along time ago on
the campus of the Baptist Hospital. He
was aretired minister. | had gone there
to take apatient, and hiswifewasin the
hospital. We were discussing the Bible,
and he said, “Brother Cox, I'm afraid
the Lord’s church will eventually lose
her identity.”

| said, “That won't do because the
Lord Himself givesthe marching orders,
and has promised to be with her always,
and the council of theunseen world shall
not prevail against her. Therefore she
will never lose her identity.”

He said he was afraid a lot of God's
people would not overcome, that they
would succumb to temptation and be
drowned out.

| said, “Every child of God will over-
come, because the blood of Christ makes
it s0.”

You watch it now. | said a moment
ago that the blood of Christ is our cer-
tainty of overcoming al things and we
shall walk in the sunlight of the pres-
ence of Jesus Christ, having been made
as pure as the blood of Jesus can make
us, having overcome. Notice Revelation
3:21: “To him that overcometh will |
grant tosit with mein my throne, even
as | also overcame, and am set down
with my Father in histhrone.”

Who isthe man that overcomes? The
Apostle John had thisto say in | John
5:4,5: “ For whatsoever isborn of God
overcometh theworld: and thisisthe
victory that overcometh the world,
even our faith. Who is he that
OVERCOMETH the world, but he
that BELIEVETH that Jesus is the
Son of God?”

You may say, “That’s fine, that's
good, but my faith may grow weak.”

But you know, beloved, faithful isHe
who promised (Hebrews 11:11).

But here isthe one that climaxes and
provesthe certainty of our overcoming:
Revelation 12:11, “And they OVER-
CAME him by the BLOOD of the
LAMB.”

We are victorious through the blood
of the Lamb of God. Don't talk to me
about a man who believesin Christ not
overcoming. He shall walk victorious
into the presence of God, because the
BLOOD sustains him. Through the
BLOOD we are victorious. We over-

come by the blood of the Lamb.
VIlI. THE BLOOD OF JESUSIS
THE MEANS OF
OUR CLEANSING EVERY DAY

I John 1:7: “but if we walk in the
light, asheisin thelight, we havefel-
lowship one with another, and the
BLOOD of JESUS CHRIST his Son
CLEANSETH usfrom all sin.”

You seg, friends, it is a continuing,
present tense, CLEANSING. The
BLOOD isawaysthereto cleansefrom
sin. It’s continuous. It’s there all the
time.

Don't you see what the blood does?
It saves us, it purifies us, and cleanses
usfromdaily sins. It' sthe blood of Jesus,
and not anything else.

And hereis another thing—

VIII. THE BLOOD TAKESUSON

TO HEAVEN AND

ISTHE THEME OF OUR PRAISE
| love to hear gospel hymns as well

as anyone | know. | love to hear men

sing, who know the One they are sing-

ing about. The blood will be the theme

of our praisein the “by and by.”

Revelation 5:9-10: “ And they SUNG
a new song, saying, THOU ART
WORTHY to take the book, and to
open the seals thereof: for thou wast
dain, and hast redeemed usto God by
THY BLOOD out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation;
and hast made usunto our God kings
and priests, and we shall reign on the
earth.”

They sing about the blood of Jesus; it
isavictorioussong. That’swhy welove
to sing the old hymn:

“Thereis afountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Emmanuel’ s veins

And sinners plunged beneath that flood,
Lose dl their guilty stains.”

You want to know what you’'ll be
doing on the other side? Y ou’ll be sing-
ing about the blood of Jesus, that’ swhat
you will be doing. “And they SUNG a
new song, and said, Thou art worthy;
Thou wast slain to redeem us. by thy
blood, by thy blood, thou hast redeemed
us.”

“Thy blood has made us become priests of
God.

“ Thy blood hasmadeit possibleto reign with
thee on earth.

“Thy blood has saved us.

“Thy blood hast sanctified us. Thy BLOOD,
thy blood, O Lord, thy blood!”

How many peoplerealize, when they
read the Word of God, that God is speak-
ing to their hearts? How many people
read about the blood of Jesus Christ and
exult in the knowledge that they have
been redeemed with that precious blood?
How many peopleread thetrial of Jesus,
in Gethsemane, as we see Him there on
His knees, as His pores open and He

sweats great drops of blood, and forever
hallows the place where He kneels—
how many people read that and cry out,
“Oh, Lord Jesus of Calvary, al that suf-
fering for me!” How many read and
think about the Word of God as they
ought? They think of church member-
ship, rituals, ceremonies, thusand so, but
itisthe BLOOD. It has always been the
BLOOD and throughout all eternity it
will always be the BLOOD of JESUS
CHRIST.

Oh, if | could only make you realize
it's the blood, beloved, that saves and
you become the recipients of the power
of the blood of Jesus, through faith in
His blessed and holy name. Then you
can say with the poet of old, “Nothing
inmy hand | bring, simply to Thy cross
I cling,” wash me and free me in the
blood of Christ. Amen.
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“Blessed bethe God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who blessed us with
every spiritua blessing inthe heavenlies
with Christ; according as he chose usin
him before (the) foundation of (the)
world, for us to be holy and blameless
before himinlove; having predestinated
us for adoption through Jesus Christ to
himself, according to the good pleasure
of hiswill, to (the) praise of (the) glory
of hisgrace, wherein he made us objects
of grace in the Beloved: in whom we
have redemption through his blood, the
remission of offenses, according to the
riches of his grace which he caused to
abound toward usin all wisdom and in-
telligence, having made known to usthe
mystery of his will, according to his
good pleasure, which he purposed in
himself for (the) administration of the
fullness of timesto head up all thingsin
the Christ, both the things in the heav-
ensand thethingsupon the earth; in him,
in whom also we obtained an inherit-
ance, being predestinated according to
the purpose of himwho worksall things
according to the counsel of hiswill, for
usto beto (the) praise of hisglory; who
have fore-trusted in the Christ.”*

This writer agrees with Herbert
Lockyer who recorded: “. . .littleis said
in theological books on such an impor-
tant gospel truth. Much can be gathered
on regeneration, but itstwin truth ‘ adop-
tion’ is dispensed with. Should it be? |s
it not a definite part of the whole coun-
sel of God? Prime aspects of a divine
revelation are connected with adop-
tion.”?

THE ORIGIN OF ADOPTION

Under the origin of adoption this
writer purposes to discussit from three
aspects: (1) the definition of it; (2) the
person of it; and (3) the time of it.

Continued on page 4
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Thedefinition of it - Thetermisfrom
the Greek language and is Huiothesia.
According to W. E. Vine, Huiothesiais
“from huios, a son, and thesis, a plac-
ing, akin to tithemi, to place, signifies
the place and condition of a son given
to one to whom it does not naturally
belong. Theword isused by the Apostle
Paul only” (the New Testament).®

The person of it—According to the
text from Ephesians Chapter One, it is
God who has set those, who are called
saints, into his family and made them
sons. “ Blessed bethe God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who. . .in
love: Having predestinated usuntothe
adoption of children” (Eph. 1:3a, 4c,
5a). This one is the Creator of the uni-
verseand all therein; the onewhom Paul
the Apostle would eulogize. The word
“blessed,” the first word in verse three,
is where we get the term eulogy or eu-
logize, which meansto speak well of as
might be done concerning a deceased
one.

Paul identified the person of adoption
asbeing “Father,” the onein whosefam-
ily the Ephesian saints had been placed
as well as Paul himself. Paul’s heart
overflowed with praise to God. He had
to eulogize the Father, the person who
adopted him into the heavenly family.

Thetime of it—Paul said that the pre-
destination to adoption of children took
place “before the foundation of the
world.” He, in pinpointing the time our
adoption took place, used three words,
pro katabolas kosmou, i.e., before the
casting down (as of a foundation) on
which to lay something or build upon.
Before speaking into existence the uni-
verse and world order, yes, even before
the time ages began, God in Hisinfinite
counsel choseto predestinate unto Him-
self adoption of children.

One' sfinite mind cannot fathom eter-
nity past, being bound to time as it is,
but the regenerated heart can by faith
embrace the glorious truth that God
wanted some adopted children, and that
He prepared the adoption papers before
world order came about. Beforethe chil-
dren were born, He set in order a plan
which He is bringing to pass.

THE MEANS OF ADOPTION

By means of predestination - “. . .In
love: Having predestinated usuntothe
adoption of children. ..” (Eph. 1:4c -
53a). In the letter that Paul penned to the
Romans, he stated that something pre-
ceded the predestination unto adoption
and that something isfound in the word
“foreknow.” “For whom he did fore-
know, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his son”
(Rom. 8:29a). There is much misunder-
standing of thisterm. Many believe that
it means that God looked at us in ad-

vance, saw those who would believe and
trust Jesus, then God used this basis in
His decision to predestinate us to adop-
tion as children.

Charles Halff wrote the following
concerning thisterm: “. . .theword fore-
knowledge doesn't just mean that God
looked at us in advance, but it means
that God looked on us with special fa-
vor. Let me give you some Scriptures.
In Amos 3:2 God said to Israel, ‘You
only have | known of all the families
of the earth.” He meant that He looked
upon Israel with a special favor. He
looked upon Israel with a special love.
He looked upon Israel as His special
people. And the same is true of born
again believerswhen the Scripture says,
‘Whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate’, it meansthat God looked
upon us with special favor and with a
specia love.”*

Seeing that God the Father wanted
childrento complete Hisfamily, and that
the ones chosen were totally depraved,
unholy and vine, one can understand that
truly it waslove that moved Him to pre-
destinate, i.e., He decreed or determined
beforehand these to the adoption of chil-
dren.

Thefollowingisalengthy quotefrom
Kenneth Wuest; however, it well de-
scribes how God set forth a plan, then
carried that plan out in adopting chil-
dren unto Himself. God did useameans.

“The first step in the salvation of a
believer isGod' sforeknowledge of him.
Thewords' counsel and foreknowledge’
refer to the same act of God when asthe
result of the exercise of deliberate judg-
ment, that judgment having been for the
purpose of fixing a limit upon some-
thing, He designated the believer to the
position of a saved person before the
universe was created. The word ‘cho-
sen’ in Ephesians 1:4 speaks of the same
act. The word ‘foreknow’ in Romans
8:29, 11:2; | Peter 1:2, and Acts 2:23
meansto designateto acertain position.

“The sculptor had a wonderful son.
He had many statues in his art galery
which he had cut out of the rough gran-
itein the course of hislifetime. But now
he has come to the decision that He
would like a group of statues all made
inthe very image of that son. So he goes
to the stone quarry, and after some de-
liberation selects some large blocks of
granite which the quarrymen have

blasted out of the mountainside. One
might wonder at his selection, for they
appear to be the least promising of all
those from which he had to choose.
Therethey were, scarred by the weather,
discolored, cracked.”

“In the eternity before this the uni-
verse was created, the Divine Sculptor
had in his heart to make someimages of
His son, the Lord Jesus Christ, not
carved out of granite, but molded from
living personalities. He passed by fallen
angels (Heb. 2:16: ‘Not of angels doeth
he take hold, but he taketh hold of the
seed of Abraham), and chose inferior
material, lost human beings, creatures
full of sin, rebellious toward Him,
scarred and seamed with the deadly re-
sult of evil-doing. He chose the most
unlikely material He could find. He gets
more glory to Himself by choosing red
clay into which He had breathed the
breath of lives (Gen. 2:7) and conform-
ing that inferior materia into the very
image of His son than if He had taken
hold of angels for savation. In perfect
justice and righteousness He passed by
fallen angelsandininfinite mercy chose
fallen human beings.”

“After the sculptor had selected the
blocks of granite, he placed a tag upon
each of them. On the tag was written,
‘to be conformed to the image of my
Son.” The sculptor had many blocks of
granite coming from that quarry, some
to be used for one purpose and others
for another. But these which were la-
beled, ‘' To be conformed to the image
of my Son,” were to be kept separate.
They werelabeled for thisone destiny.”

“After the sculptor had selected his
blocks of granite at the quarry, and had
put alabel upon each, ‘to be conformed
to the image of my Son,” he returned to
hishome and sent hismen with thelarge
stone wagon and derrick to haul the
granite to his studios. Just so, after He
foreknew us, that is, after He had cho-
sen usto a certain destiny, and after He
had predestinated us ‘to be conformed
to the image of my dear son’ which an-
swered to the specifications of the fore-
knowledge, the Divine Sculptor called
us. The Greek word was used in thefirst
century asatechnical wordinlegal prac-
ticeand meant ‘an official summons’ as
in the case of the summoning of a wit-
nessto court. Theword meansheremore
than amereinvitation. Itisadivine sum-
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mons. The one summoned is constituted
willing to obey this summons, not
against but with his free will and con-
sent. Itisan effectua call. Theonecalled
always responds.”

“After the sculptor has his chosen
blocks of granite in his studio, he starts
work on them. There they are, scarred,
irregular, rough, cracked, discolored.
The sculptor goes on, day after day with
his work of cutting the granite. Rough
cornersare hewn off, discol orations dis-
appear. Jagged surfaces are made
smooth. The block of granite begins to
assume the shape and contour of the
sculptor’ s son. He seesthe image of his
son as he looks right through the rough
edges, the weather-scarred surfaces. A
sinner, saved by grace, conformed to the
image of the wonderful Son of God—
that is the Divine Sculptor's Master-
piece.”®

So one sees that God provided Jesus
Christ, His only begotten Son, as a
means to put into His own family, to
adopt unto Himself children. According
to verse seven of the text, it was by the
blood of His precious Son, “In whom
we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins. . . .” If
one questions whether he has been
adopted by God, let him inquire of him-
self concerning the redemption papers
which certify that he has been forgiven
of hissins.

Jesus Christ went into the slave mar-
ket of sin, paid the purchase priceto God
whose righteous law demanded such,
and took us out of the slave market of
condemnation under God’ sholy law. He
then set us free—free to call upon the
Lord for eternal salvation, so that at the
point of repentance and faith, a Hell-
deserving sinner iswelcomed into God' s
family. He then set us free—free to call
upon the Lord for eternal salvation, so
that at the point of repentance and faith,
aHell-deserving sinner iswelcomed into
God' sfamily. Adoptionisan act of pure
grace and was purchased at a very dear
price.

THE PRACTICE OF ADOPTION

As adoption is used in Scripture, it
implies achange of nature and achange
of relationship. Sonship precedes adop-
tion. Regeneration has to do with son-
making and giving a new nature,
whereas adoption has to do with son-
placing, i.e., placing him into a family
wherein he has a new standing. Only
those who have a change of nature and
achange of relationship are adopted into
God's family.

Herbert Lockyer isvery helpful in his
writings on adoption concerning the
practice. Notice the following: “Behind
the New Testament use of adoption lies
the Roman law and the customs associ-
ated with such practice. A recognized
authority on Roman law gives us the
original significance of adoption. A

Continued on page 5
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Roman family, from the legal stand-
point, consisted of a head or ruler, and
of the persons subject to his absolute
power, as also were persons uncon-
nected with him by blood, if they had
been brought into his power by the arti-
ficial tie of adoption. It might happen
that a marriage was fruitless, or that the
sons went to the grave before him, and
that the head of the family had thus to
face the extinction of his family and of
his descent to the tomb without poster-
ity to make him blessed. To obviate so
direamisfortune, two alternativeswere
open to him; either to give himself to
adoption and pass into ancther family,
or to adopt someone as a son who should
perpetuate his own family. The latter
was the course usually followed, and
was called adoptio or adoption. Asused
by Paul, then, the term implied a cer-
emony of conveyance, or an order of a
Roman court of justice whereby onewas
transferred to the family of the adopter.
The adopting parent acquired the
protestas (legal power) over the adopted
child exactly as if it were the issue of
his own body; while the later enjoyed,
in his new family, the same rights as if
he had been borninto it.”®

There is a marked distinction of
man’ s practice of adoption andthe Bible
concept. Generally, parents who are
wanting to adopt a child, look for vari-
ous qualities such as beautiful features,
sweet disposition, acertain sex; mainly,
just an attractive child. Now there are
otherswho will, solely out of pity, adopt
a child disregarding all other factors
such as facial characteristics, etc. This
writer, in 1972, while living in Xenia,
Ohio, prayed to God to put in his home
athree year old orphaned girl who was
being brought to the church he pastored.
She was loved and wanted just as she
was. About three days after the prayer,
he received a phone call in answer to
this prayer. This little girl, Shannon
Marie, was placed in hishomethat same
day. Sothiswriter and hiswife have one
daughter by birth and one by adoption.

THE PRIVILEGES OF ADOP-

TION

The Westminister Catechism de-
scribes adoption as*“an act of God' sfree
grace, whereby we are received into the
number and have aright to all the privi-
leges of the sons of God.” Truly, it is
the reception into a family of one who
does not belong to it by birth.

For a number of weeks prior to the
salvation experience of this writer, he
lived in fear because of the bondage of
sin and its awful consequences—con-
demnation and Hell, if forgiveness was
not sought and found. Paul told the Ro-
mans, “For asmany asareled by the
Spirit of God, they are the Sons of

God. For ye have not received the
spirit of bondage again tofear; but ye
have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba Father” (Ro-
mans 8:14-15).

The greatest privilege of adoption is
to beabletowalk through lifewithone's
hand in the hand of his heavenly Father
and go day by day without fear, that dav-
ish fear that causes one to shrink away
from God. He now cries, “Father, Fa-
ther.” Theword for “cry” inverse 15 is
a strong one: “it denotes the loud irre-
pressible cry with which the conscious-
ness of sonship breaks from the
Christian’s heart in prayer.”” The spirit
of adoption bearswitnesswith the spirit
of the believer and confirms that he is
an adopted child so that he need not live
in fear, but instead he can, in his heart,
through the course of the day, cry loudly
to hisFather. What agreat privilegethis
is! He can cry, “Father, Father” when
he is hurting with much sorrow in his
soul, or when his heart over-flows with
joy. Thisishisprivilege.

Jesus said that fear is such a dreaded
enemy that it can and does cause a heart
attack. He said therewould come such a
time on this earth. “Men’s hearts fail-
ing them for fear, and for looking af-
ter those things which are coming on
theearth” (Luke 21:26a). All of God's
children have some fear and each one
with various causes. The more one
comes to know this adoptive love the
more he cries in his heart “Abba, Fa
ther,” and the more he cries “ Abba, Fa-
ther” the more his fears are conquered.
Oh, that God' s child would mediate con-
cerning that which he has received that
is now his—and that is the Spirit of
adoption. How gloriousisthisgreat love.
It is that which gives security to the
child. It is that which aso makes him
significant. This love sets him free so
that he does not feel threatened in any
way. Dear reader, would you stop just
now and thank your heavenly Father for
the Spirit of Adoption?

Ancther privilege is heirship. “And
if children, then heirs; heirs of God,
and joint-heirswith Christ; ..."” (Ro-
mans 8:174a). “In whom also we have
obtained an inheritance, being predes-
tinated according to the purpose of
him who worketh all things after the
counsel of his own will” (Eph. 1:11).
“God’s adopted ones are referred to as
children, sons, heirs,” wrote Herbert
Lockyer, and “ Children expresses near-
ness to the Father; sons our position be-
fore Him; heirs, our future inheritance
inHim. . .”®

Adoption is a serious matter under
any system of law. The adopting par-
ents obligate themselves to treat the
adopted child in the same manner they
would had he been born of their own
flesh and blood. Most every adopted
child is brought into a climate of inti-
mate trust, love and fairness and paren-

tal attitude. However, from the legal
standpoint, the adopted child is heir to
his father even as the born child. Upon
adoption of Shannon Marie, mentioned
earlier in this paper, this writer and his
wife immediately went to alawyer and
had acodicil madeto their will whereby
Shannon Marie became heir along with
their only born child, Kathy. The inher-
itance of these two is of no immensity,
however their inheritance from God is
indescribably great.

God, our Father, has a new name
waiting for all his children, and that
name iswritten in awhite stone. A new
name is part of becoming a member of
a new family. Jesus Himself said, “I. .
will givehim awhitestone, and inthe
stone a new name written, which no
man knoweth saving hethat receiveth
it” (Rev. 2:17c). Hear that reader! Jesus
Christ, the One withwhom we arejoint-
heirs, has a new name for us. The new
nameisthat which qualifiesoneto heir-
ship, and yet, greater than heirship isto
be joint-heirs with the One who has a
Name which is above every name.

“...God also hath highly exalted
him, and given him a name which is
above every name” (Phil. 2:9). One
wonderswhy children of God chooseto
seek their significance in more money,
better jobswith power and prestige, bet-
ter clothes, and newer automobilesin an
attempt to feel more significant when
they are accepted by Jesus Christ and
joint-heirswith Him, the Onewho hasa
Name above every name. My, my, that
is enough and more to make a child of
God feel significant! Isn't it easy for a
child of God to be ignorant of hisinher-
itance with Christ? Isn't it easy to have
very little appreciation for our Heavenly
Father, due to one's ignorance of such
privileges, not knowing that His love
makes us secure? Are you, dear reader,
one of God's adoptive children? If so,
youindeed arerich, being an heir to God
your Father and joint-heir with His be-
loved Son Jesus Christ. You don’t have
to seek acceptance in other persons or
other things because you now haveit in
the open arms of your heavenly Father.

The acceptance to adoption by the
Father secures one to the joint heirship
with Jesus Christ. “ By Roman law,” says
Henry Alford, “the share of thefirstborn
was no greater than that of other chil-
dren,—and the New Testament setsforth
the view, making the redeemed equal to
Christ. . .and Christ’ spossessions, theirs;
... .In the joint heirship we must not
fail to bring out this point, that Christis
the rightful Heir, who shares His inher-
itance with the other children of God: it
is as adoptive children that they get the
inheritance, and Christ isso far only the
means of it, as He gives them power to
become sons of God (John 1:12).”°
Praise God for His lovely Son!

Now, in closing this paper, it should
be pointed out, in a few words, the re-

sponsihility of God' s adoptive children.
“Our present responsibility, as adopted
ones, is to extol and magnify God's
mercy and to live for His pleasure. As
His sons, we must bear His likeness.
Those who bel ong to distinguished fami-
lies do their utmost, by noble living,
worthy actions, and dignified mien to
uphold the honor and reputation of their
forebearers, and not in any way disgrace
the family’ s good name. Because of our
glorious family connection through
wondrousgrace, ‘What manner of per-
sons ought we to be in all holy con-
versation and goldiness?’ (Il Peter
3:11).7%0

Dear Reader, would you take time to
further search this subject? Would you
take time to meditate on God's great
love, the basis of our adoption? No
doubt, there will be many more privi-
leges and blessings discovered which
have not been mentioned in this paper.
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THE FURNACE ISAFFLICTIVE

Many agents are used by God in
working out His sovereign purposes. He
may use men, things, and circumstances.
Thisisall hinted at in the action of fire
in afurnace. A furnace with afirein it
causes suffering and separation. Fire
finds out what is worthless; it cleanses.
Now | want to list some of the forms
these afflictions take.

First, God may send us a scantiness
of earthly things: “And | also have
given you cleannessof teeth in all your
cities, and want of bread in all your
places: yet have ye not returned unto
me, saith the LORD” (Amos 4.6). We
may not have enough food to dirty our

Continued on page 6
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teeth. The Lord controls both nature and
worldly circumstances. He has many
ways of taking away our temporal goods.
Though we may work hard every work
day and make much money, God can
cause it to not go very far. “Ye have
sown much, and bringin little; ye eat,
but ye havenot enough; yedrink, but
yearenot filled with drink; ye clothe
you, but there is none warm; and he
that earneth wages earneth wages to
put itintoabagwith holes’ (Hag. 1:6).

Second, there can be affliction in our
body: “My wounds stink and ar e cor -
rupt because of my foolishness. | am
troubled; | am bowed down greatly; |
go mourning all theday long. For my
loins are filled with a loathsome dis-
ease: and thereisno soundnessin my
flesh” (Ps. 38:5-7). It is a small matter
for the great Proprietor and Manager of
the furnace of affliction to make the
body burn with fever or waste it by dis-
ease.

Third, this affliction may take the
form of beravements: “ And Sarah died
in Kirjath-arba; the same is Hebron
in theland of Canaan: and Abraham
cametomourn for Sarah, and toweep
for her” (Gen. 23:2). Our friends and
relatives get sick and die. Many of us
have been put in this furnace of afflic-
tion. Friends and relatives are removed
by death, lest we trust too much in them
instead of the Lord.

Fourth, the Lord sends domestic tri-
as: “And Esau was forty years old
when he took to wife Judith the
daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and
Bashemath the daughter of Elon the
Hittite: Which were a grief of mind
unto Isaac and to Rebekah” (Gen.
26:34-35). Sometimes our child will
make a bad choice of a mate for life.
Often times even small children in the
home mock their father and despisetheir
mother (Prov. 30:17). The actions of our
children can break our hearts, put gray
hairsin our heads, and hasten us to the
grave.

Millions of God's elect have beenin
this furnace of affliction. Adam first
experienced it when he sinned in Eden.
Moses suffered afflictions with the
people of God. David was persecuted by
his blood-thirsty enemies. Job lost his
possessions, children, and health.
Jeremiah and Isaiah werecruelly treated.
Daniel was put in the lions' den. Paul
and Silas were put in prison. Even our
Lord was a man of sorrows and ac-
guainted with grief. He learned obedi-
ence by the things which He suffered.

THISFURNACE ISDIVINELY

APPOINTED

Afflictionsare not theresult of chance
or blind fate. They arise not out of the
dust. They are not to be traced to sec-

Furnace

ondary causes. They are not merely the
work of our enemies. Affliction comes
from the moral government of God.
They arethe wise and gracious arrange-
ment of His providence. “ That no man
should be moved by these afflictions:
for yourselves know that we are ap-
pointed thereunto” (I Thess. 3:3).
“Hear ye therod, and who hath ap-
pointed it” (Micah 6:9).

The same God who sends the sun-
shine and the rain also sends His people
into the furnace of affliction. “The
LORD killeth, and maketh alive: he
bringeth down to the grave, and
bringeth up. TheL ORD maketh poor,
and makethrich: hebringeth low, and
lifteth up” (I Sam. 2:6-7). InIsaiah 45:7
Jehovah declares. “ | form thelight, and
create darkness: | make peace, and
create evil: | the LORD do all these
things.”

The wise man sees the hand of God
in affliction aswell asin affluency. Ev-
ery event is either of His appointment,
or it has His al-wise permission. God
worksall things after the counsel of His
own will (Eph. 1:11), and so all things
work together for good to them that love
God (Rom. 8:28). “He taketh away,
who can hinder him? who will say
unto him, What doest thou? He
destroyeth the perfect and the
wicked” (Job 9:12, 22).

God’s afflictive providence is the
working out of His sovereign will. Of-
ten we see God's hand in great things,
but not in little things. We see His hand
in good things, but not in evil things.
“Behold, thisevil isof the LORD” (Il
Kings6:33). Job asked hiswife: “What?
shall we receive good at the hand of
God, and shall we not receive evil?”
(Job 2:10). “ Shall therebeevil in acity,
and the LORD hath not done it?”
(Amos 3:6). “For the inhabitant of
Maroth waited car efully for good: but
evil camedown from the LORD unto
the gate of Jerusalem” (Micah 1:12).
These verses do not teach that God is
the author of sin. Rather they teach that
when God sends us afflictionsthey seem
evil unto us.

When grace enables usto seethehand
of God in all events, we can bear these
without murmuring or complaining. Job
lost hisfamily, hiswealth, and his good
health, yet he consoled himself: “ For he
performeth thethingthat isappointed
for me: and many such thingsarewith
him” (Job 23:14). David suffered much
from his enemies and his family, yet he
was happy to say: ‘My timesarein thy
hand” (Ps. 31:15). Still again hear him:
“I wasdumb, | opened not my mouth;
becausethou didst it” (Ps. 39:9). When
Eli wastold hisfamily treewould be cut
off, he said to young Samuel: “It isthe
LORD: let him do what seemeth him
good” (I Sam. 3:18). When Hezekiah
was told by the Prophet Isaiah that his
sons would be eunuchs in the palace of

the king of Babylon, he said: “Good is
theword of theL ORD which thou has
spoken” (Isa. 39:8).

How wonderful to know that a God
of infinitelove and wisdom has arranged
all things which come to pass in this
world. Whenwefind ourselvesinavery
dark chapter of the book of Divine Provi-
dence, we must fall upon the words of
our Lord: “What | dothou knowest not
now; but thou shall know hereafter”
(John 13:7).

THISFURNACE ISNOT VINDIC-
TIVE, BUT GRACIOUS

The chastisement of God is always
less than we deserve: “He hath not
dealt with us after our sins; nor re-
war ded usaccordingtoour iniquities’
(Ps. 103:10). If God dealt with us as our
sins deserved, we would be consigned
to the lowest Hell. But because of His
mercy and grace we never suffer aswe
deserveto suffer. “ But he, being full of
compassion, forgave their iniquity,
and destroyed them not: yea, many a
time turned he his anger away, and
did not stir up all his wrath” (Ps.
78:38). “And after all that is come
upon usfor our evil deeds, and for our
great trespass, seeing that thou our
God hast punished us less than our
iniquities deserve, and hast given us
such deliverance asthis’ (Ezra 9:13).

Our sins are many: “For in many
thingsweoffend all” (Jas. 3:2). Never-
theless, God' s judgments are few: “ For
hedoth not afflict willingly nor grieve
the children of men” (Lam. 3:33). The
afflictions He sends because of our sins
are “light afflictions” (Il Cor. 4:17).
They are of short duration: “For his
anger endureth but a moment; in his
favour islife: weeping may endurefor
a night, but joy cometh in the morn-
ing” (Ps. 30:5). The Lord told the Isra-
elites: “For a small moment have |
forsaken thee; but with great mercies
will | gather thee. In a little wrath |
hid my face from thee for a moment;
but with everlasting kindness will 1
have mercy on thee, saith the LORD
thy Redeemer” (Isa. 54:7-8).

THE FURNACE ISFOR OUR

EVERLASTING GOOD

There can be no caprice, hor unwise,
or interperate anger in God toward His
peculiar people. When He sends upon
us afflictions they are designed for our
spiritual and everlasting good. They are
corrective, not destructive. Whenweare
cold and indifferent to His cause He will
permit persecutions and reproaches to
befall us. But this is not the same way
God punishes the wicked for their sins.
The wicked are punished in wrath; the
righteous are chastened in love. The
wicked is punished for the good of soci-
ety; the righteous for his individual
good: “When hehath tried me, | shall
come forth as gold” (Job 23:10; cf.
Deut. 8:15-16).

Afflictions exhibit the faithful ness of

God: “1 know, O LORD, that thy judg-
mentsareright, and that thou in faith-
fulnesshast afflicted me” (Ps. 119:75).
God always justly and wisely chastens
us. It is the faithfulness of God to His
covenant which brings the elect under
therod. “ If they break my statues, and
keep not my commandments; Then
will | visit their transgression with the
rod, and their iniquity with stripes.
Nevertheless my lovingkindness will
I not utterly take from him, nor suf-
fer my faithfulness to fail. My cov-
enant will | not break, nor alter the
thing that is gone out of my lips’ (Ps.
89:30-34; cf. Ezek. 20:37). These chas-
tisements are blessingsin disguise; they
are veiled mercies.

When sore afflictions come upon us
we have the greatest evidence that we
are loved with an everlasting love: “As
many as| love, | rebuke and chasten:
be zealous therefore, and repent”
(Rev. 3:19). “For whom the Lord
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth
every son whom he receiveth. If ye
endure chastening, God dealeth with
you as with sons; for what son is he
whom the father chasteneth not?”
(Heb. 12:6-7). None but the sons and
daughters of God in the family are cor-
rected. To live without chastisement is
a sad sign of alienation from God. Our
heavenly Father chastens us to prevent
our final condemnation: “ But when we
are judged, we are chastened of the
Lord, that we should not be con-
demned with theworld” (I Cor. 11:32).

THE FURNACE ISPROPOR-

TIONATE

Asafurnaceis prepared for refining
gold (Prov. 17:3), so afflictions are ap-
pointed for the saints, who are compared
to fine gold (Lam. 4:2). Let us see here
the high value that God places upon His
people. Being chosen by the Father, re-
deemed by the Son, and regenerated by
the Holy Spirit, they are His precious
gold. As His gold they get tarnished by
theworld and sin, and they must be sub-
jected to therefining process. The power
of His glory and grace must be seen in
them. Hence Jehovah seeks their spiri-
tual improvement: “ And | will turn my
hand upon thee, and purely purge
away thy dross, and take away all thy
tin” (Isa 1:25).

The Lord does not treat Israel in the
severemanner inwhich gold or silver is
treated by the refiner: “Behold, | have
refined thee, but not with silver. . .”
(Isa. 48:10). The Great Refiner knows
Hismetal; He knows what each one can
bear. He never suffers us to be tested
above that we are able to bear. Some-
timesHe pourswater onthefireif it gets
too hot. He never goes beyond our
strength. Neither does He turn the fur-
nace up to the same temperature for all
alike. He proportionatesthe temperature
to the strength of the bearer, alotting a

Continued on page 7
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greater heat to the strongest, and aless
to the weakest. “I will correct theein
measure”’ (Jer. 30:11). God will not
over afflict.

The goldsmith keeps the furnace
burning with the gold in it until all the
dross has been removed, and he can see
his face in the pure gold. Even so does
our heavenly Father. Let us be cheerful
and hopeful whEN we areinthefurnace,
knowing He seeks only to see His pure
image clearly in us. We are in the fur-
nace of affliction “for our profit, that
wemight bepartakersof hisholiness’
(Heb. 12:10).

An all-wise God regulates the heat of
thefurnace according to the needs of His
people. “ And he shall sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver: and he shall
purify the sons of Levi, and purge
them asgold and silver, that they may
offer unto the LORD an offering in
righteousness’ (Mal. 3:3). Some of us
need more heat than others, so He quick-
ens the fire when needed. Micah said:
“I will bear the indignation of the
LORD, because| havesinned against
him. . .” (Micah 7:9). There are other
times that He lowers the temperature,
according to His Divineinspection. The
prophet Jeremiah said: “ O LORD, cor -
rect me, but with judgment; not in
thine anger, lest thou bring me to
nothing” (Jer. 10:24).

THE TENDENCY OF THE FUR-
NACE ISBENEFICIAL

Matthew Henry gives this beautiful
exposition of my text: “| have madethee
a choice one by the good which the fur-
nace has donethee.” The design of God
in choosing us to suffer in the furnace
of affliction wasfor our everlasting good
and His glory. Regenerating grace im-
plants in us the seeds of immortality,
which require cultivation in order to
bring about maturity. Thefurnaceis de-
signed to develop these principles and
to fit us for higher enjoyment.

First, the furnace of affliction is de-
signed to prevent us from going astray:
“Beforel wasafflicted | went astray:
but now havel kept thy word. .. .Itis
good for methat | havebeen afflicted;
that 1 might learn thy statutes’ (Ps.
119:67, 71). By our natural corruption
we are ready to wander in the pathway
of sin and go astray after worldly vani-
ties. Hence the Lord makes affliction to
serveusasan electric fence and athorny
hedge to keep us on the right course.
Afflictions amend us and strengthen us
to keep God's statutes.

Second, they wean us from the evil
world: “For thou, O God, hast proved
us: thou hast tried us, assilver istried.
Thou broughtest usinto thenet; thou
laidst affliction upon our loins. Thou
hast caused men to ride over our

Furnace

heads; we went through fire and
through water: but thou broughtest
usout intoawealthy place” (Ps. 66:10-
12). When Egypt became an iron fur-
nace the Israelites became weary of it.
The prodigal never thought of hisfather
until he experienced famine. The Lord
makes this world a grief so it may not
become our god. It is to be our purga-
tory that may never make it our para-
dise.

Third, to test our religious profession:
“But he knoweth theway that | take:
when he hath tried me, | shall come
forth asgold” (Job 23:10). We profess
to be gold for God’s treasury, yet there
isdrossin us. We claim to be grain fit
for the garner of heavenly glory, yet
there seemsto be more chaff than wheat
in us. Therefore the Lord cast us into
the furnace of affliction that we may be
tried and purified. The dross must be
severed and separated from us. We must
be winnowed with the strong wind of
affliction that the chaff may be blown
away and the pure grain remain.

We professto be soldiersin the army
of the King of kings. We claim to fight
under the banner of the Lord of hosts.
Therefore the Lord suffers us to bE at-
tacked by Satan and assaulted by the
world with afflictions and persecutions
to try us and to find out if we are trai-
tors. Cowards will yield early in the
fight. Real soldiers will stand and fight
to the death, but a traitor will join with
the enemy. “But he that received the
seed into stony places, the sameis he
that heareth theword, and anon with
joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not root
in himself, but dureth for awhile: for
when tribulation or persecution
ariseth because of the word, by and
by he is offended” (Matt. 13:20-21).
“Thou therefore endure hardness, as
agood soldier of JesusChrist” (11 Tim.
2:3).

Fourth, the furnace of affliction
brings about growth in Christian graces:
“And not only so, but we glory in
tribulationsalso: knowingthat tribu-
lation worketh patience; And pa-
tience, experience; and experience,
hope” (Rom. 5:3-4). Our heavenly Fa-
ther longs to see His children grow up
spiritually. To bring this about He uses
the instrumentality of afflictions. In
these we learn patience and we are
caused to hope in God. The Lord buf-
fets and afflicts us with severe trials to
give occasion to exercise these graces
which otherwisewould die dormant with
us.
Fifth, the great Refiner aimsto drive
usto prayer: “LORD, in trouble have
they visited thee, they poured out a
prayer when thy chasteningwasupon
them” (Isa. 26:16). “ | sany among you
afflicted?let him pray” (Jas. 5:13). The
furnace is necessary to stir up prayer in
us. In peace and prosperity we seldom
recognize our need of Divine help. Af-

flictions bring us to God and show our
need of dependence upon Him. In suf-
fering those who formerly sought God
slowly will seek Him early. “In their
affliction they will seek me early”
(Hos. 5:15).

Sixth, afflictions prepare us for
greater usefulness and fruitfulness: “. .
.and every branch that beareth fruit,
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth
more fruit” (John 15:2). The wise
farmer prunes his fruit trees in the win-
ter so that they may produce more fruit
in the summer. Superfluous branches
and suckers which steal the sap must be
removed. Creature comfortsare often to
the soul what suckers are to the tree.
Therefore the great Farmer takes these
off that the tree of the Lord may pro-
duce much fruit. God will prune His
people, but not hew them down. The
right hand of Hismercy knowswhat the
left hand of His severity isdoing.

CONCLUSION

1. Do not think the life of a Christian
iseasy. It is not aflowery bed of ease.
During our life on earth we all must
spend some time in the furnace of af-
flictions. But like the three Hebrews in
the furnace in Babylon, God is always
with usin al these sufferings. “When
thou passest through thewaters, | will
be with thee; and through therivers,
they shall not overflow thee: when
thou walkest through the fire, thou
shall not be burned; neither shall the
flame kindle upon thee” (Isa. 43:2).

2. By placing His people in the fur-
nace of affliction Heis educating us for
crownsand thronesin Hiscoming king-
dom. At present the Lord is fashioning
theinward spiritual lifefor the world to
come. The oppression, the piercings, the
anguish, the disappointments, and all
events are but the preparation for the
position we shall occupy in the
millennial age to come.

3. Aslsradl did not understand elec-
tion till they were in Egypt, even so to-
day we come to see ours in the furnace
of afflictions. When convicted by the
Holy Spirit the sorrows of death com-
pass us and the pains of Hell get hold
upon us, then we come to see distin-
guishing grace and everlasting love. In
soul trouble we come to understand the
text: “1 havechosen you in thefurnace
of affliction.”

4. Thereisin thisworld a furnace of
afflictions for God's elect. Then in the
world to come there is another furnace
of literal, physical firethat is heated for
the ungodly after the judgment. “The
Son of man shall send forth his an-
gels, and they shall gather out of his
kingdom all things that offend, and
them which doiniquity; And shall cast
themintoafurnaceof fire: thereshall
be wailing and gnashing of teeth”
(Matt. 13:41-42). Oh, sinner, flee the
wrath to come!

— e W

Noteworthy Statements

Continued from page 1

Free-willers generally admire
Spurgeon. but he was an outspoken five-
point Calvinist. His sermon on John
6:44, titled, “Human Inability,” hasgood
statementsabout irresistible grace. Con-
sider one: “l remember meeting once
with a man who said to me, ‘Sir, you
preach that Christ takes people by the
hair of their heads, and drags them to
Himself.” | asked him whether he could
refer to the date of the sermon wherein |
preached that extraordinary doctrine, for
if he could, | should be very much
obliged. However, he could not. But,
said |, while Christ does not drag people
to Himself by the hair of their heads, |
believe that He draws them by the heart
quite as powerfully as your caricature
would suggest. Mark that in the Father’ s
drawings there is no compulsion what-
ever; Christ never compelled any man
tocometo Him against hiswill. If aman
be unwilling to be saved, Christ does not
save him against hiswill. How then does
theHoly Spirit draw him?Why, by mak-
ing him willing. It is true he does not
use ‘moral suasion;’ He knows a nearer
method of reaching the heart. He goes
to the secret fountain of the heart, and
He knows how, by some mysterious
operation, to turn thewill in an opposite
direction, sothat, as Ralph Erskine para-
doxically putsit, ‘the man is saved with
full consent against his will;" that is,
against hisold will heis saved.”

THE LONDON BAPTIST
CONFESSION
OF FAITH OF 1689

What | have called “irresistible
grace,” the London Baptist Confession
of Faith calls “effectual calling.” The
terms are synonymous. The Confession
says, “ Those whom God has predestined
unto life, heis pleased in his appointed
and accepted time, effectually to call, by
his Word and Spirit, out of that state of
sin and death in which they are by na-
ture, to grace and salvation by Jesus
Christ; enlightening their minds spiritu-
ally and savingly to understand the
things of God; taking away their heart
of stone, and giving unto them a heart
of flesh: renewing their wills, and by his
almighty power determining them to that
which is good, and effectually drawing
themto Jesus Christ; yet so asthey come
most freely, being made willing by his
grace.”

BAPTIST PREACHER AND
AUTHOR, JOHN GILL

Gill livedinthe 18th century, and was
avery influential man of hisday in theo-
logical matters. his book, A Body of
Doctrinal And Practical Divinity, hasa
seven page article on the present sub-
ject, and is named, “Of Effectual Call-
ing.” Part of thearticlesays, “Itisan act

Continued on page 8
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of efficaciousandirresistible grace. The
external call may be, and often is, re-
sisted and rejected; but when God calls
internally by his Spirit and grace, it is
always effectual, and can never be re-
sisted, so asto be ineffectual; for when
God works, none can let or hinder; men
dead in trespasses and sins, rise out of
their graves of sin, and live, at his all-
commanding voice; even as Lazarus
came forth out of hisgrave at the call of
Christ; nor could that call be resisted;
and even the same power that was ex-
erted in raising Christ himself from the
dead, isdisplayed in the effectual voca-
tion of asinner, Ephesians 1:18, 19, 20.”

J.M.PENDLETON'SBAPTIST
CHURCH MANUAL

This Baptist church manual contains
aDeclaration of Faith that “was framed
many years ago by J. Newton Brown,
D. D.” Its article, “ Of Grace In Regen-
eration” has a statement that applies to
our subject. The article says, “We be-
lieve that in order to be saved, sinners
must be regenerated, or born again; that
regeneration consists in giving a holy
dispositiontothe mind; that it iseffected
in a manner above our comprehension
by the power of the Holy Spirit, in con-
nection with divine truth, SO AS TO
SECURE OUR VOLUNTARY OBE-
DIENCE TO THE GOSPEL; and that
its proper evidence appears in the holy
fruits of repentance, and faith, and new-
ness of life.” (Bold print added by the
editor.)

ANGLICAN PREACHER &
AUTHOR, J.C.RYLE

Ryle said this about John 6:37, “We
learn from these words the irresistible
power of God's electing grace. All who
are given to Christ shall come to Him.
NO obstacle, no difficulty, no power of
the world, the flesh, and the devil, can
prevent them. Sooner or later they will
break through all, and surmount all. If
‘given,’ they will ‘come.””

OnJohn 6:44 Ryle said, “Itisadraw-
ing which the Father effectsthrough the
man’sown will, by creating anew prin-
ciple within him. By the unseen agency
of the Holy Ghost heworksontheman’s
heart, without the man himself know-
ing it at the time, inclines him to think,
induces him to feel, shows him his sin-
fulness, and so leads at length to Christ.
Everyone that comes to Christ is so
drawn.”

BAPTIST PREACHER AND
AUTHOR, W. J. SEATON

Seaton wrote a short, but good book
caled, The Five Points of Calvinism, in
which he ably defends and expounds
those points. On “lrresistible Grace”
Seaton wrote, “For awork of salvation
to be wrought the outward call must be
accompanied by theinward call of God's

Holy Spirit, for he it iswho ‘ convinces
of sin, and righteousness, and judgment.’
And when the Holy Spirit calls man, or
awoman, or ayoung person by hisgrace,
that call isirresistible: it cannot be frus-
trated; it is the manifestation of God's
irresistible grace.”

Seaton also wrote, “Arminians be-
lieve that men and women can and do
resist the call of God's Gospel, and,
therefore, they contend, there can be no
such doctrine as irresistible grace. We
believe that not only can men and
women resist God's Gospel, but that
they do, and must by their very natures
resist it. Therefore there must be such a
doctrine as the doctrine of irresistible
grace. In other words, some influence
greater than our natures—greater than
our resistance—must be brought to hear
upon our souls, or else we are forever
doomed, for ‘the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God.””

BAPTIST PREACHER AND
AUTHOR,
DAVIDNETTLETON

Nettleton wrote a book called, Cho-
sen To Salvation, which defendsthe Bib-
lical teaching of God's sovereignty in
salvation. What he said about the bless-
ings of believing in God’'s sovereignty
applies directly to the theme of this ar-
ticle. He wrote, “In evangelism, the
Christian is greatly encouraged by this
truth: God has guaranteed results be-
cause he has determined some to eter-
nal life, and he will surely bring it to
pass. The result is sure. The means are
just as much chosen as the ends. We
have every right to expect conversions.
The seed will bring forth fruit.” Do not
Nettleton’swords imply God’sirresist-
ible grace?

BAPTIST PREACHER AND
AUTHOR,
JOHN L. DAGG

Dagg, born in 1794, was an influen-
tial Baptist preacher & theologian. He
wrote at least two books, Manual Of
Theology, and Manual Of Church Or-
der. In Manual Of Theology he wrote
about the subject under considerationin
the chapter, Sovereignty Of Grace, Sec-
tion 3. Consider some of Dagg’s state-
ments: “ Besides the call which is exter-
nal, and often ineffectua, there is an-
other, which is internal and effectual.
This always produces repentance and
faith, and therefore secures salvation.”
“We have before distinguished between
the direct and the indirect influence of
the Holy Spirit. The external call being
means of the written or preached Word,
belongs to the indirect influence of the
Spirit. To render this cal effectual, the
direct influence is superadded; and the
gospel isthen said to come, not in word
only, but in demonstration of the Spirit
and with power. the external call isdis-
obeyed, because men will not come to
Christ that they may have life: theinter-

nal call operateson thewill itself, work-
ing in men towill and to do, and render-
ing God's people willing in the day of
his power. As distinguished from the
external call, the internal is always
unresisted. Inthe process of conversion,
the Holy Spirit isviolently resisted; but
this resistance is directed against the
outward means. Theinternal grace soft-
ens and subdues the heart, and brings it
into peaceful subjection to the gospel of
Christ.”
BAPTIST PREACHER AND
AUTHOR, A. W. PINK

One of my favorite books was writ-
ten by A. W. Pink. It iscalled, The Sov-
ereignty Of God. In the chapter, “The

Sovereignty Of God In Salvation,” Pink
wrote, “Had God done nothing more
than give Christ to die for sinners and
then sent forth His servants to proclaim
salvation through Christ, leaving sinners
entirely to themselves to accept or re-
ject as they pleased, then every sinner
would have rejected, because at heart
every man hates God and is at enmity
with Him. Therefore the work of the
Holy Spirit was needed to bring the sin-
ner to Christ, to overcome his innate
opposition, and compel him to accept the
provision God has made. We say ‘ com-
pel’ thesinner, for thisis precisely what
the Holy Spirit does, hasto do. . .”

-_ w

COCKRELL'S CORNER

| Used to Enjoy Bible Conferences

By Milburn Cockrell

“The Spirit speaketh expressly,
that in thelatter times some shall de-
part from thefaith, giving heed to se-
ducing spirits, and doctrines of dev-
ils” (I Tim. 4:1).

I am old enough to remember the
great Bible conferences at Calvary Bap-
tist Church, Ashland, Ky., when Elder
John Gilpinwaspastor. Therewere good
crowdsand an excellent spirit among the
preachers who came. As time passed,
Elder Gilpin died and | became pastor
of thischurch. We had some great Bible
conferences while | was there. Fellow-
ship was good and most all the preach-
ers believed about the same thing on
most subjects of any importance. These
were good daysfor our people, but now
they are for ever passed.

Herein the South the Pinehaven Bap-
tist Church, Columbus, Miss., and Pas-
tor Elvis Gregory had some truly great
Bible conferencesfor many years. Theo-
logical controversiesover prophecy, the
priesthood of the church, and racism
caused these to decline.

In my lifetime | never expect to see
any more conferences of the size and
spirit that these two once enjoyed.
Nowadays it is almost impossible to
have a Bible conference because of the
controversies which rage among our
people. We have split until we are splin-
ters, and every year adds a hew contro-
versy. If things seem to quiet down a
bit, some brother will raise a new issue
so we can have a big debate. It is not
wrong to contend for the faith (Jude 3),
but we should never have controversy
merely for the sake of controversy. We
greatly need to contend with the many
foes outside our group who constantly
attack us.

There are alot of uncertainties about
going to Bible conferences. Some old
controversies linger such as wine or
grape juice in the Lord's Supper, hats
for women in public worship or no hats,

Mantachie, Mississippi

tithing for the New Testament or notith-
ing in the New Testament, divorced
preachersor no divorced preachers, mis-
sion boards or no mission boards, etc.
While these issues will never go com-
pletely away, they seem to have died
down abit in my opinion.

Now we are besieged with many new
controversies. There is a controversy
over the Bible. Some believe the King
James Version is a faithful translation
and should beused in our churches. Oth-
ers believe the King James Version has
been purified seven times and that now
wehavethefina authority. Thereisneed
to study the Hebrew and Greek manu-
scripts, for in the King James we now
have the superior English version from
infallible translators of the Church of
England and a king who burned Bap-
tists. If you dare to appeal to the words
in the Hebrew and Greek to translate
them better, you are
“a King James basher” and “aliberal,”
according to one group. If you take this
position, the other group will call you
“a Ruckmanite” on the Bible. So you
can'’t say anything much about the Bible
at a conference any more.

Then there are problems in
eschatology. At the conference you will
probably have pre-trib, mid-trib, and
post-trib premillennialists. Then there
will be amillennialists, or asthey some-
times now call themselves “gospel
millennialists.” There could even be
some postmillennilists, and for certain
there will be some panmillennialists
(people who don’t know what they be-
lieve about prophecy, but believe every-
thing will “pan out” like God intended).
So if you dare to say anything about
prophecy, you can be certain that you
will have to cross swords with some
people. Hence you can’'t preach on
prophecy at a conference any more.

Thereisa so aproblem on the church.

Continued on page 9
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Some believe that one church should
organize another church, and that there
have been a succession of true churches.
Others believe that a church is formed
by the direct authority of God which
comes down from Heaven with no con-
nection to any other church. Asthey see
it, members may dismiss themselves at
their will to form a new church. If you
hold thefirst view, you are “a pedigree-
pusher.” If the latter, you are “an eccle-
siastical antinomian.” So you can't
preach much about the church any more.

Thereisaproblem on missions. Some
believe in boards and others do not.
Some believe in sending out missionar-
ies who start churches. Others believe
that churches start by spontaneous gen-
eration without a missionary, and they
practice what they preach (they organize
no new churches and send no mission-
aries). At least some hold that once a
preacher isordained he can baptize (like
John the Baptist) and organize churches
by the direct authority of God. Hence
you can hardly preach on any thing about
the church without getting into trouble.

You are not even safe on sovereign
grace any more at what is supposed to
be “a sovereign grace conference.” If
you call upon lost sinners to repent and
believe the gospel (as Jesus Christ did
in His first message in Mark 1:15), you
are an “Arminian heretic.” Then those
who preach the gospel only to the elect
(I don’t know how they are able to pick
them out not being omniscient like God)
are dubbed “Hardshell heretics.” Soyou
can't say much about sovereign grace
any more at a conference, or you will
have a fight on your hands.

Then there is aways the mystery of
who will be there. Some refuse to send
out a program, fearing some may stay
home because of certain parties on the
program. When you get there you may
see Arminians, antinomians, Reformed
Baptists, Hardshell Baptists, Protestants,
liars, adulterers, and thieves on the pro-
gram. Y ou may hear anything from Cal-
vinism to Arminianism and just about
any other heresy in the world.

Presently we are embarking on the
greatest controversy of al—the person
and work of Jesus Christ. This will be
our worst controversy, as errors on this
are soul destructive. It would seem we
areabout to revive someancient heresies
which plagued the churches in the past.
What is now a spark will probably be-
come aforest fire. Then you will not be
able to preach on the person and work
of Christ without afight.

Like me, some are aready saying to
themselves: “If you can't preach on the
Bible, or prophecy, or the church, or
sovereign grace, or even Christ, then
why goand preach at all?” Thisisavery

good question, and we all must face it
and answer it for ourselves.

| dare not speak for others, but | will
speak for myself. There are some Bible
conferences which are ecumenical in
nature. Thesel intend to stay away from.
As an independent Baptist you don’t
have to attend such conferences, if you
don’t want to do so. There still remains
some conferences which invite godly
men who generally believe the same
truths and who aretol erant of those who
may disagree with them. | will attend
thesewhen | am ableto do so. Thereare
some very small conferences where
good men preach the whole counsel.
These | will most surely attend when

possible. When asked to preach at a
Bible conference | will preach on my
assigned topic as | believeit. If no topic
isassigned, | will preach on what | be-
lieve the Lord would have me preach.
The host pastor may set me down, if he
thinks | am a heretic, or he may never
invite me back again.

| expect some day to have a Bible
conference at my own church. But my
conference will be small and restricted.
| want thereto be friendship and fellow-
ship around the truth. | would like to
enjoy one more good Bible conference
at my own church before | leave this
world.

-_ w

By G. Russell Evans

Was John Glenn's Trip a
Quid Quo Pro?

Norfolk, Virginia

Last Saturday, as we watched Sena-
tor John Glenn, D-Ohio, wobble off the
space shuttle Discovery and continue his
waddle in the walk-around post flight
inspection, we had to wonder what
NASA Administrator Daniel Goldin
could get from this expensive extrava-
ganzathat he couldn’t learn from most
any old-timer after an extended and
cramped auto ride—where the fare was
more affordable and the risks more ac-
ceptable. And equally important, was
this trip necessary?

In both cases, Goldin could expect
spraddle-legged walking and shuffling
feet. But for Glenn, the trip was some-
thing special—an apparent quid pro quo
for the senator’s vigorous defense of
Clinton-Gore against charges of illegal
1996 campaign donations by the Red
Chinese government at hearings of the
Governmental Affairs Committee.

‘CLINTON CLASSIC MOMENT’

That’'s what The Wall Street Journal
said in its October 27th editorial about
Clinton’ strip to Cape Canaveral to bask
in the glory of Glenn’s second space
flight, calling it a“blatant political pay-
off being spun into a major media
event.”

Of course, quid pro quos are the coin
of the realm in Washington, but this
one—deliberate obstruction of Chair-
man Fred Thompson’s, R-Tenn., inquiry
into illegal donations to the 1996
Clinton-Gore campaign—has been
called “one of the most cynical political
transactions of the Clinton years.” Thus,
John Glenn, astronaut hero of 1962, con-
tributed to the cover-up of Clinton-Gore
misdeeds that even now go unpunished.

ASTRONAUT GLENN, HERO

36 years ago, John Glenn stepped for-
ward and led the way in space for
America—three orbits of the earth to
become a real national hero with pa-
rades, White house welcome and wor-
shipped by every school child for his
courage and patriotism, exemplifying

honor and pride.

Just last year, as ranking Democrat
on one of the Senate’'s most important
committees, the hero had another chance
to defend national honor and pride. His
duty was to investigate charges of
fraudulent campaign practices and to
insist on fair hearings to discover the
truth.

He failed and instead, became a bit-
ter and vociferous partisan to protect
President Clinton and Vice President
Gore by obstructing the inquiry at ev-
ery turn and, with parliamentary nit-
picking, managed to run out the clock
and swamp the hearings.

SENATOR GLENN, POLITICIAN

Glenn, aimost single-handedly, pre-
vented inquiry into charges that Red
China had funneled $2 million into the
Clinton-Gore coffers and that Clinton’s
quid pro quo was his waiver to Ameri-
can firms to sell missile-guidance tech-
nology to Red China so they could per-
fect their ICBM aim at American cit-
ies—now largely accepted as a fait
accompli while Messrs. Clinton and
Gore relish the joys of reelection.

While Glenn was obstructing the Th-
ompson inquiry, he was, at the same
time, lobbying Clinton and NASA for a
ride on Discovery—which Clinton ad-
mitted but denied approving. A fishy
story. NASA boss Goldin, a Clinton ap-
pointee, could hardly deny aClinton fa-
Vor.

Rationalization for Glenn’ sflight was
“to study the effects of space flight on
theelderly.” If so, wrote Air Force Colo-
nel Mike Mullanein Aviation Week and
Space Technology, “Use astronauts
grounded for age, such as Stan Musgrave
and John Young, trained and experi-
enced.”

DISCOVERY CREW JEOPAR-

DIZED

Mullane wrote that both the mission
and crew were jeopardized by Glenn's
presence: In an emergency, such asbail-

out or crash landing, the time element
and body strength are critical, with 83
pounds of gear and the 7 foot climb to
the cockpit to escape. Mullane specu-
lated as have others, that the Glenn ride
“was a payback for helping Clinton-
Gore cover-up a Communist regime’s
attempt to influence aU.S. election.”

Moreover, it was hypocritical to see
our media, led by Walter Cronkite, hype
day after day on “Glenn’s Return to
Space” with not one word on the appar-
ent betrayal of our country with quid pro
guos that should shame the greediest of
us.

What will Congress do about this?
Nothing! Why? Because the polls show
how popular Clinton, bribery and quid
pro quos have become and seem to say
to those who put country and honor first,
“Forget it!”

So, what elseis new in the Washing-
ton wonderland? Perhaps only onething
isleft to cap off this “heroic event”—if
his handlersthink he can get away with
it: Have President Clinton award Sena-
tor Glenn the Meda of Freedom in the
Rose Garden—indubitably!

(Captain Evans is a retired Coast
Guard aviator with 24 years experience
in search and rescue operations, now liv-
ing in Norfolk, VA).

e WH e me——

A Missionary Looks

Continued from page 1

things whatsoever | have commanded
you: and, lo, | amwith you alway, even
untotheend of theworld. Amen:” Matt.
28:16-20)

The matter at hand is NOT merely
theoretical to this writer as he prepares
to move to eastern Europe after more
than nineyearson ancther field. Indeed,
it ought not to be merely theoretical to
any “regular” or “missionary” Baptist.
All of us ought to be concerned with
being in step with God and His program
asreveadledin HisWord, theHoly Bible.
If we are concerned with pleasing Him,
surely we shall have asour primary con-
cern obedience to the Word of God!

Let it be noted that some things are
necessary! Somethingsare essential in
proper service to our Sovereign! King
David found thistruth out when hetried
to move the Ark of God according to
his own tastes and in compliance with
the fashion of the neighborhood. Hefi-
nally came to see that he had to be out
of step with contemporary religious
thinking to please God. If you are not
willing to be out of step with contempo-
rary religiousthought and practice, then
itisprobably pointlessthat you read any
further in this article. This writer does
not like to be “different” any more than
any man, but if, in order to please God,
| must be “different,” then | will be dif-

Continued on page 14
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What if two young people (man and woman) had sexual relations before marriage and then had a sudden marriage?
Should they repent of such conduct, or be disciplined by the church?

Tom Ross
6339 County Rd. 15
gl e Y South Point, OH 45680

Afd

- Pastor

Mount Pleasant
Baptist Church
6939 County Rd. 15
Chesapeake, OH 45619

Garner Smith
113 Keith Drive
Clarksville, TN 37043

Pastor

— Faith Baptist Church
2590 Madison Ext.

Clarksville, TN 37043

| Corinthians 5:11-13 gives the fol-
lowing list of offences that are worthy
of discipline: “But now | havewritten
unto you not to keep company, if any
man that is called a brother beafor-
nicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or
arailer, or adrunkard, or an extor-
tioner; with such an oneno not to eat.
For what have | to do to judge them
alsothat arewithout? do not yejudge
them that are within? But them that
are without God judgeth. Therefore
put away from among your selvesthat
wicked person.”

From the nature of the question it
appears that the sexual relationship be-
tween the man and woman prior to their
marriage was publically known and ad-
mitted too. If the man and woman con-
fessed their sin and expressed genuine
repentance, then it would be the respon-
sibility of the church to forgive them of
their unholy actions. If, however, the
couple never confessed and repented of
the known sin, then it isthe responsibil-
ity of the church to take disciplinary ac-
tion. | Timothy 5:20 declares: “ Them
that sin rebukebeforeall, that others
also may fear.” To alow public sin to
go undisciplined is to set a dangerous
and immoral precedent that will bring
shame and reproach upon the name of
Christ and His church.

I would advise the pastor of the
church to teach upon the subject of
church discipline, if the church is unin-
formed concerning this responsibility.
Those church members who are taught
that sexual immorality before and after
marriage is an offence worthy of disci-
pline will carry out their responsibility
if they are truly concerned about being
obedient to God and His holy Word. Il
Thessalonians 3:6 declares: “Now we
command you, brethren, in the name
of our Lord JesusChrist, that yewith-
draw yourselves from every brother
that walketh disorderly, and not af-
ter thetradition which hereceived of
us.”

TOM ROSS

All sin is against God and must be
confessed to Him to receive forgiveness
fromHim (I John 1:9). If onesinsagainst
the church, then they must confessto the
churchfor their forgiveness. Fornication
isasin against the body and the body is
a member of the Lord’'s church; there-
fore, itisasin against the church (I Cor.
6:12-20). A fornicator must confess to
the church they are a member of to re-
ceiveforgiveness from that church. | do
not believe marriage after fornication
does away with the sin, and, therefore,
should be repented of, or disciplined by
the church for thissin of immorality and
their refusal to recognize their contempt
for their church in not repenting and ask-
ing the church to forgive them.

| believe one of the reasons fornica-
tion (all sexual sins) are so prevalent
among churches today is because
churches have failed to take a stand
against them and practice Biblical dis-
cipline concerning thesesins(l Cor. 5:1-
13). When a church fails to deal with
sinin the church they gradually destroy
their church and fail to do what is nec-
essary to save the life and testimony of
the church and the sinning member (I
Cor. 5:1-8).

GARNER SMITH

David O'Neal
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107

Pastor
Grace Missionary
Baptist Church
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107
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If a church member is guilty of the
sin of adultery and has not repented, he
should be disciplined by the church.
Adultery isvery common among young
people of our day, for many are living
together without getting married. Some
have been living together for several
years and have children. God has given
usclear guidelinesin the Bible asto how

--- Philippines

thissinisto beviewed (I Cor. 5:2, 7, 9;
6:9, 15-16). In Exodus 22:16, God gave
instructions to the nation of Israel that
if aman and woman had sexual relations
without being married they were to get
married.

If a man and woman had this rela-
tionship and went ahead and married, it
would appear to me that they have re-
pented of their sin. In Il Corinthians
12:21, oneof thesinsthat Paul said some
of themembersof the church were guilty
of was fornication, and they had not re-
pented. The word “repent” means “to
change one’'smind” (Strong). Itisfrom
a Greek word metanoeo, (meta, after,
implying change, noeo, to perceive). It
signifies to change one’s mind or pur-
pose (W. E. Vine). Torepent of asinis
to cease in committing that sin. By get-
ting married, this couple would no
longer be committing this sin. They
should confesstheir sin to God and seek
to be faithful to Him (I John 1:9), but |
can not see that the church has aneed to
discipline them. “Brethren, if a man
be overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual, restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering thy-
self, lest thou also be tempted” (Gal.
6:1). Itiswhen achurch member is per-
sistentinacourse of sin, that it becomes
necessary for the church to withdraw
from that member (I Cor. 5:1-7).

DAVID O'NEAL

JimmieB. Davis
309 Carroll Road
Fulton, MS 38843

Pastor
Sovereign Grace
Baptist Church
100 James Street
Fulton, MS 38843
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Fornication is a very serious and
prevalent sin in our day. There can be
little doubt that movies and television
have made a major contribution to the
lax attitude held by multitudes in soci-
ety today in regard to this particular sin.
More and more young people are being
led to believe that sex outside of mar-
riageisan acceptable practice, and | can
see how easy it can be for young peopoe
to adopt this idea when they are con-
stantly confronted with explicit ex-
amples. | can understand how young
believerscan giveover to carnal desires,
but we should never permit our under-
standing to be taken as a sign of con-

doning fornication.

From the information given in the
guestion we can assume that the young
people (man and woman) are profess-
ing believers, and members of achurch.
First, let me say that | appreciatethefact
that they had the desire to marry, even
thoughitisviewed asasudden marriage.
There can be no question that such con-
duct (sexual relations before marriage)
must be a matter requiring repentance.
When repentanceisevidenced in such a
case the church should stand ready to
forgive. If no evidence of repentanceis
given, when the couple is aware of the
need for repentance, then it would be
proper and right for the church to disci-
pline them. JMMIE B. DAVIS
r------------1

CORRECTION
| EIder_Garner Sr_nith would I_ike to make |
acorrection regarding one of hisforum an-
swers for the December 1998 issue.
I  “Inmy answer in the first paragraph | |
stated that, ‘| did not believe that infants, |
| imbeciles, etc., were in God’s plan of the |
elect for whom Christ died.” | meant to say
I that, 1 did believethat all of the aforemen- |
tioned were in the elect and that Christ did
I die for al infants that d?ed in infancy and I
all othersthat were bornin such astate they
could not think normally for themselves. |
| hope no one thinks that | believe that in- |
| fants, etc., go to HeII.’_’ _ |
In our Sovereign Saviour’s Name,
I Garner Smith I

FUNNYBONE

Deacon Jones asked Bill Tightwad, “What
do you think about the impeachment hear-
ings concerning President Bill Clinton?’

The deacon answered, “Well, | have
learned some new meanings of some words.
| have learned that ‘alone’ does not mean
‘alone,’ and that ‘lying’ is not perjury.”

Bill then added, “I guess we have been
wrong about thesewordsall these years. Our
English teachers must have been in error
when they taught us the meanings of these
words years ago.”

Thedeacon continued, “| haveaso learned
that ‘oral sex’ isnot ‘sex.’ If ‘oral sex’ ain't
sex, | wonder why it is called ‘oral sex.’
Should the word *sex’ not be omitted?’

Deacon Jonestold Pastor Brown that Bill
Tightwad was sick.

The Pastor inquired asto what disease he
had.

The deacon said, “He has car sickness—
thefeeling you get when the monthly car pay-
ment is due.”

Deacon Jones told his wife that old age
wasaterriblething. He said, “ Sometimes my
mind not only wanders, sometimes it leaves
completely.”

Bill Tightwad then said, “Why, deacon,
you are not over the hill yet.”

The deacon replied, “1 may not be, but |
seethetop.”

*kkkkk
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How will the Y2K crisis (computer bug of the year 2000) affect us?

Tom Ross
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Chesapeake, OH 45619

Ate

| must confess that | am not as in-
formed as | ought to be upon the Y 2K
crisis. From what little | have read on
the subject it appears that many fear a
complete shutdown of everything that
isrelated to computer technology. If that
is the case it would probably be in the
best interest of people to learn how to
become a little more self-sufficient. It
may bethat God will usethe Y 2K crisis
to proveto man that it iswrong to place
histrust in his own wisdom and techno-
logical advances. Isaiah 30:1-3and 31:1
issue the following warnings that may
be applied to the anticipated crisis:
“Woetotherebelliouschildren, saith
the LORD, that take counsel, but not
of me; and that cover with a cover-
ing, but not of my spirit, that they may
add sin to sin: That walk to go down
into Egypt, and have not asked at my
mouth; to strengthen themselves in
the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust
in the shadow of Egypt! Therefore
shall the strength of Phar oah be your
shame, and thetrust in the shadow of
Egypt your confusion. . .Woetothem
that go down to Egypt for help; and
stay on horses, and trust in chariots,
becausethey are many; and in hor se-
men, becausethey arevery strong; but
they look not unto the Holy One of

Israel, neither seek the LORD!”
TOM ROSS

Garner Smith
113 Keith Drive
Clarksville, TN 37043

Pastor
—— Faith Baptist Church

1 2590 Madison Ext.
\ Clarksville, TN 37043
)

| must admit that | am not up to par
concerning computersand all their func-
tions. My lifeisnot tied up in comput-
ers. No doubt there will be, according
to the news media, some complications
in our life style in the beginning of the
next century because of computer chips
and technology, but | know it will not

be a crisis with our sovereign God, and
it is He that is in control of all things
including everyone and everything. He
has promised that He would be faithful
and seeto it that we would not be tried
above that which we could overcome.
Hissaintsare not thewholeworld (I Cor.
10:13; Rom. 8:28). The Y2K crisis
maybe a problem for man but not God,
and it is God that | trust in for my sur-
vival.
| do not mean to minimize, or make
fun of those who have computers, but |
do not let them control my life. It seems
to methat if we have the intelligence to
create and produce computersand all the
softwareinvolved in operating them, we
should have the ability to handle the
dating crisison computers. | do not per-
sonally believe there will be agreat cri-
sisunlessitisameans God has purposed
to come upon mankind for Hishonor and
glory to show us how dependent we are
upon Him regardless of all our modern
technology and ingenuity.
GARNER SMITH

David O'Neal
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107

Pastor
Grace Missionary
Baptist Church
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107
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I am not sure if anyone really knows
the answer to this question. Some be-
lieve that there will be problems with
utilities, telecommunications, transpor-
tation (airlines, railroads, and trucking),
banking, and general government ser-
vices. If thisis true, then the Lord's
people will be affected in the same way
as everyone. Studies have been done to
estimate the costs of addressing this
problem. Some have estimated the cost
to be about $600 billion world-wide, and
if the problem is not corrected in time,
the consequences will be catastrophic.

Every system that relies on comput-
ersthat will not recognize dates on Janu-
ary 1, 2000 will experience problems.
Just how great these problems will be,
we can not really know. On some com-
puters the date will just revert back to
January 1, 1900. Some older personal
computerswill just revert back to Janu-
ary 1, 1900. Some older personal com-
puterswill revert back to the year 1980.
Itisonly the programsthat are date sen-
sitive that thiswill become area prob-

Mantachie, Mississippi 38855

--- Kentucky
lem. There is no way of knowing just
how many systems will be corrected
before the year 2000 or how many sys-
temsthat are not corrected that will con-
tinue to operate.

There are many alarmists. The fed-
eral government’s chief scientist at the
Genera Accounting Office said, “Our
entireway of life, in essence, isat risk.”
This may be true, but | do not believe
that anyone can know whether this prob-
lem will havethiskind of results. There
was a time when people were able to
survive without computers. Some are
speaking of the fulfillment of Bible
Prophecy. There have been many things
that have happened intheworld that men
have had to endure. In the past, when
unusual events have taken place, many
have predicted the end of the world, the
coming of Christ, the great tribulation;
or the fulfillment of some other Bible
prophecy. These events took place and
the world changed very little.

| do not know the results of the Y 2K
crisis, but | believethat the greater num-
ber of systemswill continue to operate.
What ever the results will be, we must
put our trust in the Lord. Jesus said:
“Peace | leave with you, my peace |
giveuntoyou: not astheworld giveth,
givel untoyou. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it beafraid” (John
14:27).

DAVID O'NEAL

JimmieB. Davis
309 Carroll Road
Fulton, MS 38843

Pastor
Sovereign Grace
Baptist Church
100 James Street
Fulton, MS 38843
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Since | do not own a computer, and
have little knowledge of the operational
skillsrequired in using one, | feel much
likethe farmer who wasfreein offering
advice to a neighboring farmer on how
to raise corn, yet had to buy corn from
the neighboring farmer each year to
carry his livestock through the winter
months.

| do know that computers are used in
thousands of ways, and that just about
all business transactions in our day are
controlled by computers. It does not re-
quirealot of thought to imagine the dev-
astating effect a Y2K crisis would cre-
ate in many areas, especidly in finan-
cia matters.

The idea that a computer bug could
cause such an effect in the year 2000
should be awarning to us not to put un-
due trust in human technology. | would
hope that such a crisis can be averted,
and many assure us that it can, but if it
does I’'m sure that al things purposed
and ordered by our sovereign God will
continue without interruption!

JMMIE B. DAVIS
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The
Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures

Part 2

(1764 - 1842)

Another passagein the Second Epistle
of Peter, 1:19, is frequently quoted, so
astoinvalidatethe Apostalic testimony.
Peter had just before affirmed, that on
the mount of transfiguration, he and the
other Apostles had been eye-witnesses
of the majesty of Jesus Christ, and had
heard the voice from heaven, which at-
tested that he was the beloved Son of
God. Yet, after this, he is supposed to
refer Christians to the word of proph-
ecy, as“more sure” than thistestimony.
Instead of this, which affixesameaning
to the passage degrading to the testi-
mony of the Apostles, (than which there
is nothing in heaven, or on earth, more
absolutely certain,) he refers to the
prophecies, now made “confirmed” by
what they had witnessed.

Two passages are quoted from Paul’ s
First Epistle to Timothy, 5:23, “Drink
no longer water, but use a little wine
for thy stomach’s sake and thine of-
teninfirmities” AndIl Tim.4:13,“The
cloak that | left at Troaswith Carpus,
when thou comest, bring with thee,
and the books, but especially the
parchments.” These passages, it issup-
posed, are of so unimportant a nature,
that they cannot be the dictates of inspi-
ration. Such a conclusion, even if we
could not discover their use, would be
altogether unwarrantable. On the same
principle we might reject many other
parts of Scripture, the import of which
we do not understand; but in doing so,
we should act both as absurdly and ir-
reverently as the daring infidel, who
might assert that aworm or amushroom
was not the workmanship of God, be-
cause it appeared to him insignificant;
or that the whole world was not created
by God, becauseit contained desertsand
barren wastes, the use of which he could
not comprehend.

“The different truths of revelation,”
says Mr. Carew, “have a different de-
gree of importance; but it requires as
much inspiration to tell what hour it is
by inspiration, as to reveal the Gospel
itself. If al Scriptureis given by inspi-
ration, the reference to Paul’s cloak re-
guiresasmuch inspiration, asthose pas-
sages that declare the way of salvation.
Thequestionisnot, whether many things
in Scripture might have been known
without inspiration, asthere are unques-
tionably othersthat could not at all have
been otherwise known: But the question
is, whether the most trivial thing said to
beinspired, can beinspired in any other
sensethan things of the utmost moment.
Aslong asit standsrecorded, ‘ All Scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God,’
so long the honour of revelation is as
much concerned in the inspiration of an

incidental allusion, asin that of the most
fundamental truth.”

In reference to the above passages,
Dr. Doddridge makes the following re-
marks: “There are other objections of a
quite different class, with which | have
no concern; because they affect only
such a degree of inspiration as| think it
not prudent, and | am sure it is not nec-
essary, to assert. | leavethem, therefore,
to be answered by those, if any such
there be, who imagine that Paul would
need an immediate Revelation from
Heaven, and amiraculous dictate of the
Holy Ghost, to remind Timothy of the
cloak and writings which he left at
Troas, or to advisehimtominglealittle
wine with his water.” Modern writers
on inspiration have likewise singled out
these two passages, together with the
shipwreck of Paul on the island of
Melita, asuninspired, becausethey con-
ceive that “these were not things of a
religious nature.”

Respecting the account of the
Apostle’s shipwreck, there are few
things to be found in the historical part
of the Biblethat aremoretruly valuable,
whether we consider the encouraging
view it affords of the providential deal-
ings of the Lord in every circumstance
of thelife of his people, or attend to the
unparaleled illustration it furnishes of
the manner by which the purposes of
God are, inthe use of means, carried into
effect. Nothing could be more worthy
of inspiration than the recording of this
portion of Scripture; and so far from not
being of areligious nature, the account
it contains is fraught with the most im-
portant religiousinstruction. The objec-
tion founded on the two passagesin the
Epistles to Timothy, being commonly
resorted to as one of the strongholds of
those who oppose the verbal inspiration
of the whole of Scripture, requiresto be
examined at some length. Instead of be-
ing so trifling as to render them unwor-
thy to be a part of Divine Revelation,
they present considerations of very high
interest.

Inthefirst of these passages, itissaid,
“Drink nolonger water, but usealittle
winefor thy stomach’ssakeand thine
often infirmities.” A dueconsideration
of the nature of the office of Paul, who
gave thisinjunction to Timothy, and of
the Epistlein which it is contained, as a
part of the oracles of God, aswell as of
the service in which Timothy was en-
gaged, ought to have deterred any one
from rashly concluding that this verse
forms no part of the words of inspira-
tion. The connection, too, in whichiitis
found, embodied in one of the most sol-
emn addresses to be met with in the

Scriptures, assures us that it must con-
tain something of importance. “ | charge
thee before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the elect angels, that thou
observe these things, without prefer-
ring one before another, doing noth-
ing by partiality. Lay hands suddenly
on no man, neither be partaker of
other men’s sins: keep thyself pure.
Drink nolonger water, but usealittle
winefor thy stomach’ssakeand thine
often infirmities. Somemen’ssinsare
open beforehand, going before to
judgment; and some men they follow
after. Likewisealso thegood works of
some are manifest beforehand; and
they that are otherwise cannot be
hid.” Can it be imagined that, —in the
midst of an address, in which, if thelan-
guageof inspirationisto befoundinthe
Bible, the Apostle is speaking by it, —
before the charge is completed, which
contains a permanent law in the king-
dom of Christ, the course of that inspi-
ration is suddenly interrupted, and bro-
kenin upon, by aremark merely human,
“not of areligious nature,”—by an ad-
vice, which, originating with the
Apostle, might not be judicious? On the
contrary, being fully assured that the
versein question is, like the other parts
of the charge that precede and follow it,
dictated by the Divine Spirit, we are pre-
pared to regard it as containing what is
worthy of its author, and deserving of
our attention. Proceeding, then, to ex-
amine it, under the settled conviction
that it is given by inspiration of God,
and that it is profitable for instructionin
righteousness, | observe,

1. That while enjoining upon Timo-
thy many arduous and laborious duties,
the Apostle was inspired to admonish
him to attend to his health, in order to
fit him for their right discharge; and
hence Timothy wastaught, and welearn,
that it isthe duty of every manto havea
regard for his health, even amidst the
most important labors, in order that he
may be more fitted for the service of
God, and that hislife may be prolonged
in that service.

2. We learn the abstemiousness of
Timothy, notwithstanding his bodily
weakness, and abundant labors.

3. That his abstemiousness was even
carried thelength of an unnecessary aus-
terity, and that although he had a good
end in view, this over-abstemiousness
waswrong, and was therefore corrected
by the Apostle. Hence, welearn how apt
we are to err, even when our intentions
are good, and how necessary it isto re-
ceive direction from the Lord.

4. 1f Timothy wasin an error respect-
ing the lawfulness of using wine, that
error is here corrected: but whether this
was the case or not, it was a matter of
importance to instruct believers on this
point, on which, asit appears from Ro-
mans 14:21, a diversity of opinion ex-
isted in the churches. The lawfulness of

the use of wine was denied by the
Essenes, a sect among the Jews, as was
afterwardsthe case with different Chris-
tian sects. This error may have been
imbibed by them, or confirmed by the
law of the Nazarites, or from a partia
attention to the manner in which the
Rechabites, who abstained from wine,
were held up as an example of obedi-
enceto the people of Israel. Inthisview
of the passage, it contains a most salu-
tary and necessary corrective of what
might otherwise have become exten-
sively prejudicial in the kingdom of
Christ; and it proves a useful comment,
in the way of warning, on what the
Apostle had said alittle before, concern-
ing a defection that wasto take placein
the latter times, in which false teachers
were to command men to abstain from
meats which God had created, to be re-
ceived with thanksgiving, chap. 4:3.

5. Use “a little wine.” Here we are
instructed in the duty of temperance. We
are taught to use the counties of Provi-
dence with moderation, and in subordi-
nation to our sustenance and bodily
health.

6. If the error of those who live too
abstemioudly, so astoinjuretheir health,
be here corrected; how much more does
this passage condemn those who exceed
in a contrary extreme, and who impair
their constitution by intemperance!

7. From this passage, as from some
others, e.g. Phil. 2:27, we learn that the
Apostles had it not in their power on
every occasion, even when they might
be desirous of it, to work miraculous
cures, and that the gift of healing, at that
time vouchsafed, did not preclude the
use of means for the preservation of
health.

8. This passage sanctions the medi-
cal profession. This is very important,
as some Christians have been inclined
to think, that to have recourse to a phy-
sician is to supersede the interposition
of God. Now, the prescription of Paul
to Timothy was a medical prescription,
founded on the fitness of the medicinal
qualities of wine. Christians ought, in-
deed, to look to God for their cure, so
ought they for the nourishment of their
bodies, for man does not live by bread
alone; but both food and medicine are
to be taken as the means appointed by
God, aswe here learn.

The other passage referred to, occurs
in Paul’ s Second Epistleto Timothy, ch.
4:13, “The cloak that | left at Troas
with Car pus, when thou comest, bring
with thee, and the books, but espe-
cially the parchments.” This passage,
like the former, is introduced in the
midst of very solemn considerations, in
connection with an annunciation of the
Apostle Paul’s trial for his life, and in
the immediate prospect of his martyr-
dom. In his desire to have his cloak
brought to him from a distance, a proof

Continued on page 13
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is recorded at the close of his ministry,
of Paul’ sdisinterestednessin his labors
among the churches. We are here re-
minded of his resolution, and are taught
how faithfully he adhered to it, to make
the Gospel of God without charge; and
in the peculiar circumstances in which
he was placed, not to abuse his power
of receiving support in preaching the
Gospel, or to alow his glorying on the
ground of his disinterestedness to be
made void; | Cor. 9:13-18. On the ap-
proach of winter, in a cold prison, and
at the termination of his course, the
Apostle Paul appears here to be a fol-
lower indeed of him who had not where
to lay his head. He is presented to our
view as actually enduring those hard-
ships, which elsewhere he describes in
amanner so affecting—-"in prisons,—
in cold, —in nakedness.” He had aban-
doned, as he elsewhere informs us, al
the fair prospects that once opened to
him of worldly advantages, for the ex-
cellency of theknowledge of Christ, and
had suffered the loss of all things: and
inthis Epistle we see all that he has said
on the subject, embodied and verified.
Heis about to suffer death for the testi-
mony of Jesus; and now he requests one
of the few friends that still adhered to
him (all the others, as hetellsus, having
forsaken him) to do his diligence to
come before winter, and to bring to him
his cloak. Here, in his solemn farewell
address, of which the verse before us
forms a part,—the last of his writings,
and which contains a passage of unri-
valed grandeur,—the Apostle of the
Gentilesisexhibited in asituation deeply
calculated to affect us. We behold him
standing upon the confines of the two
worlds,—in this world about to be be-
headed, as guilty, by the Emperor of
Rome,—in the other world to be
crowned, as righteous, by the King of
kings,—here deserted by men, there to
be welcomed by angels,—here in want
of a cloak to cover him, there to be
clothed upon with his house from
heaven.

Dr. Doddridge, in hiscommentary on
the passage before us, hasthe following
note. “ Bring with thee that cloak. If
phailonesheresignifiescloak, or mantle,
itis, as Grotiusjustly observes, a proof
of Paul’s poverty, that he had occasion
to send so far for such agarment, which
probably was not quite a new one.”
Since, aswe herelearn, thisobservation
of Grotius appeared just to Dr.
Doddridge, it might have prevented him
from rashly treating the subject with the
levity which appearsin his remark, for-
merly quoted, and from thinking it not
“prudent” to assert, that the text wasdic-
tated by the Holy Spirit. The observa-
tion of Grotius, to which herefers, isas

follows:. “ See the poverty of so great an
Apostle, who considered so small amat-
ter, left at such a distance, to be aloss
to him!” On the same place, Erasmus
remarks:. “Behold the Apostle’ s house-
hold furniture, a cloak to defend him
fromrain, and afew books!” Here, then,
we are reminded incidentally (a man-
ner of instruction common in the Word
of God) of Paul’s poverty. In the low,
distressed circumstances of the
Apostles, we see the Lord’s warnings,
as to the reception they were to meet
with from the world, and the hardships
and privationsthey were to experience,
fully verified. The evidence of the truth
of the Gospel, which arises from the
suffering condition of those who were
first employed to propagateit, is calcu-
lated to produce on our mindsthe stron-
gest conviction of its Divine origin. In
the wisdom of God it appears to have
been appointed for thisend; and itisall
along kept inview, inthe accountstrans-
mitted in the Scriptures concerning
them. “I think that God hath set forth
us the apostles last, as it were ap-
pointed to death; for we are made a
spectacle unto the world, and to an-
gels, and to men. . .Even unto this
present hour we both hunger, and
thirst, and are naked, and are buf-
feted, and have no certain dwelling-
place” (I Cor. 4:9-11).

Paul also desires Timothy to bring
with himthe*“books, but especially the
parchments.” Whatever these parch-
ments were, the use that Paul intended
to make of them would be well known
to Timothy, and in it he might have a
further example of the Apostle’s zeal,
and unwearied exertion in the service
of God. By this passage we may be
taught, that even those who were so
highly favored with the most distin-
guished gifts, were not raised above the
necessity of using means for their own
improvement, and for the stirring up of
those giftsthat werein them; and if this
wasthe case respecting them, how forc-
ibly isthe duty hereinculcated upon us,
to give diligence to retain the knowl-
edge of Divine things which we may
already possess, and to seek to add to
our present attainments, whatever we
may suppose them to be! We are cer-
tain that they were not useless books,
which the Apostle required to be
brought to him at such atime, and from
so great adistance. They must have been
intended to be profitable to himself, or
in someway to beturned to the advance-
ment of that cause, to promote which
was his only desire, and for which he
was how about to suffer. In any, or all
of theseviews, the contents of thisverse
may convey instruction, and afford an
example to us; and at any rate we can
no more conceive that the course of in-
spirationishereinterrupted, without the
smallest intimation to this effect, (of
which an example in the whole Bible

cannot be produced,) than we can believe
it was the case concerning the verse
which we formerly considered.

In the former of the above passages,
we observe Paul evincing his kindness
and sympathy, and attending to thewants
of afellow laborer; in the latter, to his
own wants. Is there any thing in either
of them beneath the dignity of Divine
Revelation? In prescribing, by his
Apostle, the use of wine, which hewould
bless for the re-establishment of the
health of Timothy, the Lord acted in the
same manner as when he directed his
Prophet to order the application of “a
lump of figs,” for the cure of King
Hezekiah. Was it beneath the dignity of
Him who turned water into wine at a
marriage feast, to order the use of wine
for the preservation of Timothy’shealth,
instead of the use of water? Was this
unworthy of that Lord who had conde-
scended so far to the indulgence of the
feelings of His people, asto cause it to
be engrossed in His law, that the man
who had planted a vineyard, and not
eaten of it should not go out to war, lest
he should diein the battle? (Deut. 20:6).

So far from there being any thing in
these passages beneath the dignity of a
revelation from God, or unworthy of His
character, they are entirely consistent
with the one, and strikingly illustrative
of theother. Anditisonly when we con-
sider them, not as the word of man, but
as“theWord of God,” that we discover
their beauty and their use. It is God him-
self who there speaks. Hewhoisthe high
and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity,
condescends to the weakness and to the
wants of His servants. Nothing that in-
terests them escapes His notice. The
hairs of their head are al numbered, and
the smallest circumstance of their lot is
ordered by the providence of God. What
a striking illustration to do these two
passages afford, of those affecting con-
siderationswhich Jesus presented to His
disciples, Luke 12:22-30, in order to
withdraw their mindsfrom the caresand
anxieties to which they are so prone to
yield during their earthly pilgrimage!
Viewing theseversesin thislight, asthe
words of God himself, can any thing be
more adapted to foster the spirit of adop-
tion, or to lead usto cry, Abba, Father?
And are they to be expunged from the
Sacred Record, asincompatible with the
ideawe ought to form of inspiration, and
unworthy of proceeding from God? But
it is at such passages as these that the
blindinfidel scoffs, whiletheinjudicious
or ill-instructed Christian considersthem
as useless, and convertsthem into an ar-
gument against the plenary inspiration
of the Scriptures.

On the same principl e that the admo-
nition to Timothy, to drink no longer
water, but to use alittlewinefor the ben-
efit of his health, is regjected as unwor-
thy of verbal inspiration, ought not the
truth of the miracle wrought at the mar-

riage at Canain Galilee, of turning wa-
ter into wine, to be denied, and the oc-
casion deemed unworthy of miraculous
interposition; and especially of its be-
ing exhibited asthefirst of the miracles
of Jesus? Shall we be told that it also
was a “thing not of areligious nature,”
that it was not worthy to be recorded by
the pen of inspiration, that itisnot “ pru-
dent” to speak of such a passage asin-
spired; or to admit with those, “if any
such there be, who imagine” that Jesus
first manifested forth His glory, by turn-
ing alittle water into wine?

Thelevity, not to say the profaneness,
of thismanner of treating the Holy Scrip-
tures, ought to be held in abhorrence.
Their paramount authority, and their
unity as the Word of God, are thus set
aside. The Bible is converted into an-
other book; and a new revelation, were
such licentious principles of interpreta-
tion admitted, would becomeindispens-
ableto teach the humble Christian, who
takes it for “alamp unto hisfeet, and a
light unto his path,”—what portion of it
heisto consider asfrom God, and what
portion as from man,—what parts of it
are of “areligious nature,” from which
he may derive edification, and in which
he may converse with God,—and what
parts relate only to “common or civil
affairs,” with which he has no concern,
and respecting which it would not be
prudent to speak of them asinspired. If,
inthismanner, inspirationisfirst denied
to the words, and next to such things as
are supposed not to be “of a religious
nature,” the progressto the non-inspira-
tion of whole books of Scripture, is per-
fectly easy and natural; and, if whole
booksare rejected, then both the authen-
ticity and the inspiration of the whole of
the Scriptures are subverted. For, if the
canon has admitted one uninspired book,
thereisno security that it has not admit-
ted more; and if that canon has been rec-
ognized by Jesus Christ with one unin-
spired book, every book in the collec-
tion may be uninspired, notwithstand-
ing that recognition. If the Apostle Paul
has asserted the inspiration of thewhole
volume, while one book is uninspired,
no book in the volume can be received
on his authority. The discovery, in like
manner, of one single passage in the
Scriptures not dictated by the Holy
Ghost, would make void the declaration,
that “all Scriptureisgiven by inspira-
tion of God,” and would render inspi-
ration necessary to tell uswhat part of it
isinspired, and what is not. According
to those writers who deny the doctrine
of plenary inspiration, we have not the
pure Word of God; for much that we
have under that designation, issolely the
word of man.

(To be continued)
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ferent in both my doctrine and practice.

Further, let it be noted that we Bap-
tists have no such thing as infallible
“Church history” other than the New
Testament. Even there the Holy Ghost
has not been pleased to give usahistory
of al the Churches nor even al the his-
tory of one Church! It is wicked folly
to base our doctrines and practices on
“Church history” whether written by
well-meaning Baptists or others. To
bend and convolute the doctrines and
patterns of practice found in the New
Testament in order to fit with the hu-
man record of Baptist history isto sup-
plant the authority of the Word of God
with some man’s estimation of history.
Men write history from their own per-
spective, according to their limited
knowledge and ability, and sometimes
tosuit their own purposes. Let usfreely
admit that among those people called
“Baptists’ and among those groups of
other nameswhich preceded them, much
folly and error existed. In some in-
stances so much error that some of them
were most certainly not true Churches
and some of them not even regenerate!
Thosewho follow the practices and doc-
trines of some “Baptists’ shall beinthe
same boat-—not true Churches and per-
haps not even born again. Look at “Bap-
tists” today! The vast mgjority of those
sailing under the name “Baptist” are as
divergent from New Testament Baptists
aswater isfrom oil---as day from night!
This writer is not willing to admit that
everyonewho callsthemselves“ Baptist
Churches’ are true Churches of Christ
nor are all such truly saved! Surely we
do ourselves, our true Biblical forebears,
and Bible truth an injustice to think that
themgjority of “Baptists’ whom weread
about in history were Christ’s Churches.
God’'s people and Christ’s Churches
have always been a hidden remnant
within those who professto be saved and
within those who claim to be obedient
tothe New Testament. Whilethere have
most certainly been timesof real revival
among the Lord’s Churches, we will
only learn of these in Glory for little if
anything hasbeen | eft usin writing about
thetrueworksof God other than the New
Testament. Do not romanticize Baptist
history by thinking that because it hap-
pened along time ago it wasright! The
test of what is right is the Bible, not
“Baptist history”! We may use Baptist
history profitably to illustrate both obe-
dience and disobedience to Bible doc-
trine and practice, but we cannot go fur-
ther than that.

The Scripture passage quoted above
iscaled by many “The Great Commis-
sion” and itisamost universally agreed
that it records the “marching orders’
which Christ |eft for the continuance of

Hiswork upon earth. Itisthelast com-
mission which Christ left, for theformer
one was to the Seventy and contained
His instructions to them as they were
sent out to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. Itisthislast“ Great Commission”
that requires our attention.

Notice, first of al, the SPECIFICS of
these instructions. 1. These words of
instruction, yea, command, were given
by aspecificindividual: Jesus Christ. It
isnot the Father, nor the Holy Ghost who
speaks here, but the Great Evangelist,
Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. The directions issued by the Son
of God here are most specific. We shall
look at them later in detail, but note here
and now that there are three and only
three things specified as to be the duty
of those whom He was sending forth.
They wereto go and “teach all nations’
or asMark hasit, “ preach the gospel to
every creature.” Specifically, then, the
first duty enjoined is the preaching of
the Gospel to all and sundry. The sec-
ond duty specified isthat they are to be
involvedin” baptizing themin thename
of the Father, and of the Son, and of
theHoly Ghost.” That is, thoseto whom
are granted repentance and faith are to
be immersed in the name of the Trinity
and by their authority. Doing something
“inthe name of” another person requires
acting with their authority and on their
behalf. It means doing what the other
person wantsdone, intheway and at the
time they want it done. All sound Bap-
tistsarein agreement that for an immer-
sion to be valid, there must be a Scrip-
tural subject (a regenerated sinner); a
Scriptural mode (immersion in water);
a Scriptural motive (to show forth sal-
vation, not to procure it); and a Scrip-
tural administrator (a New Testament
Church). Anything more than this is
superfluous. Anything less than thisis
fatally flawed, being contrary to the
Scriptural pattern.

3. Then, those thus converted through
Gospel preaching and baptized aright are
to betaught “ to observeall thingswhat-
soever | havecommanded you.” Where
issuch teaching to take place and where
arethe observances of the ordinances of
Christ to be observed? While Gospel
preaching may take place anywhere, and
indeed ought to, there is another thing
introduced here. Indeed, thereare pearls
which are not to be cast before swine
(Matt. 7:6). It isthe“sheep” which are
to be fed---not the “goats’! This feed-
ing or teaching is for the “them” who
have heard the Gospel and been baptized
and is to take place in the gathered
Church as are the observances of the
Lord’s supper and baptism.

Having remarked on who specifically
gave these instructions and assurances,
and having noted the specific three-fold
nature of them, let us conclude this pre-
view by noticing to whom these orders
were given. We aretold that Jesus' au-

diencewas ‘the eleven disciples.” This
was not amere coincidence. Thesemen
were present in obedience to His com-
mand to meet Him there.

The unique unity of this “commis-
sion” should aso be noted. Thesethree
things are not separate duties among
which an individual or Church can pick
and choose. They go together. There
are progressiv—-that is—-one follows
logically and progressively behind the
other in a connected fashion. First
comes conversion, then baptism, then
the redlities, responsibilities and privi-
leges of Church relation. It is not con-
sistent with the words of the Lord Jesus
to think our only duty is to preach the
Gospel and omit either baptism or the
organizing of Churchesinwhichto carry
out the final directive He gave. Being
of such a connected and singular nature
as thiscommission is, it cannot be said
that one part of obedience to this com-
mission can be the duty of one person
or group and another part left rightly to
someone else. For instance, it cannot
be said that the preaching of the Gospel
and the baptism of converts is the re-
sponsibility of Churches, but the estab-
lishment of Churches is left up to the
convertsthemselves. To do so destroys
the cohesive, inseparable and unified
nature of the Lord’ s* marching orders”.
To teach that such a thing is the intent
of the Savior isto deny the plain mean-
ing of words and language. The direc-
tive requires that whoever is rightly
charged with this work is necessarily
charged with doing thewholework! To
leave one part of thiswork undoneisto
fail to do what the Lord instructed! To
try and relegate one part of the work to
one person or group and to relegate an-
other part to some other entity or to leave
it to the converts themselvesis to mis-
construe the duties enjoined and to be
disobedient. This must be emphasized
in our day for there is much Protestant-
ism af oot which would allow anyone to
preach, baptize and organize Churches,
regardless of baptism or lack of it,
Church relation or lack of it. Some
“Baptists’ in the past have contended
that a convert can “baptize” himself.
Thisis called, | believe, “se-baptism”.
Some contend that baptized individuals
can organize themselves together and
thus be constituted atrue Church. | sup-
pose these could be called “se-
churches’, but the New Testament
knows nothing of such things!

Some seem to have a problem with
thefact that we do not know exactly how
the first Churches scattered over Judea
and surrounding parts were organized
and by whom they were organized. Per-
haps it should be pointed out that we
have every reason to believe that the
seventy men ordained by Jesus were
membersof the Jerusalem Church. They
were doubtless a part of the one hun-
dred and twenty or so mentioned in the

first of Acts. That being the case, and
all except the apostles being scattered
by persecution, there were seventy or so
Christ-ordained, John baptized men who
were membersin good standing of apre-
viously existing Church among those
scattered. These men were it seemsre-
ferred to as “elders’ and met the New
Testament qualificationsand conditions
to organize Churches in various places.
There is absolutely no reason at al to
think that these Churches were consti-
tuted in any fashion other than accord-
ing to the Biblical pattern.

These last instructions—-this “ Great
Commission”—-of the Lord Jesus can
surely only be understood in one of three
ways. If Jesus spoketo these eleven men
as mere individuals, this commission
was personal and temporary for with the
passing away of the eleven, so ended the
duty, obligation, and responsibility of
going forth to preach the Gospel, bap-
tize and teach. If Jesus spoke to them
somehow as “apostles’ then we are
faced with the same situation for with
the passing of the apostolate the com-
mission was terminated. Of course the
Romish church teaches that her popes
arethe successors of Peter and thus suc-
ceed to the apostolic office. Some “ap-
ostalic churches’ among the Pentecos-
tals teach similarly. They all conclude
that the commission is to them because
they arethe modern apostles. Sinceboth
the apostolic Pentecostals and the
Church of Rome lack “the signs of an
apostle” and teach the damnable doc-
trine of salvation-by-works. Baptists,
and even many Protestants, haveidenti-
fied this perfidious “ Mystery Babylon”
and her daughters for what they are and
have rejected their claimsto apostolical
authority. Baptists have historically
“ tried themwhich say they are apostles’
and rejected them wholesale. We have
not yet in our day seen preachersamong
us claiming to be apostles—-though
nothing would surprise me!  However,
it seems to me that the basic idea be-
hind Catholicism—-the idea of some
kind of “direct authority” supposedly
from Christ—-is not unknown among
some calling themselves “Baptists’.
Such “direct authority” to either preach-
ers, individual converts, or a gathering
of individual convertsisunknowninthe
Scriptures other than in this instance
before us and it was to these men as
Christ’sChurch! Christ, then, delegated
this three-fold work to His Church! To
say that other than His Church can
rightly do all of part of itiserror.

| am convinced that the correct view
is that Christ did not speak to these
eleven as individuals, nor as apostles,
but rather as His Church. It had been
their privilege to “ be with him” and to
be taught by Him. They had been con-
verted under the ministry of John and
had been immersed by the Baptist him-

Continued on page 15
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self. They were the nucleus of His
Church! It was they who were first set
inthe Church. Only thisview isconsis-
tent with the understanding evidenced
by the apostles in the Acts and the sub-
sequent eventsin which the Church did
carry out this commission in their day.
Remember, it was not the apostles who
were scattered, but rather the Church!
Surely, it was at His Church that Christ
addressed the words of Matthew 28:16-
19.

My topic is“A Missionary Looks at
the Commission”. Havingtouched upon
the specific nature of the commission,
let us go on to practical matters of con-
sequence in the missionary work set
beforeus. Letit benoted that whilethere
isatrinity inthiscommand, thereisalso
unity, for while conversion preceded
baptism and both precede being taught
in a Church connection, we dare not
pursue one of these stated duties to the
exclusion or detriment of the others.
Although Paul stated that God did not
send him to baptize, his converts were
bapti zed—-sometimes at his own hands,
but most often at the hands of those as-
sociated with him. (I do not here refer
to authority, but to the actual physical
administration of the ordinance of bap-
tism.)

My first duty, then, as a Church-sent
missionary isto be involved in preach-
ing the gospel. | fear that today there
are many about who are preaching with
great fervor, but with littlelight and less
authority. Some think the Gospel is
“Jesuslovesyou,” athough we have no
record or any apostle or New Testament
preacher ever saying such athingto lost
individuals! Othersthink the Gospel is
“make a decision for Christ,” but a
search of the Scriptures cannot produce
asingle instance of such athing in any
of the sermons or words of those first
preachers of the Gospel. The Gospel is
Good News—-not what man must do,
but what Christ hasdone! Itisthe news
of the finished work of Christ. Paul
sums it up in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, but
the ramifications he points to are far
greater than the mere facts of the death,
burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
The Gospel is* howthat Christ died for
our sins according to the scriptures.”
Search the Old Testament Scripturesfor
they are the Scriptures to which he re-
fers! There you find substitution, sure-
tyship, sacrifice, atonement, satisfaction,
election, predestination, foreknowledge,
the sinlessness of Christ, His Deity, etc.
All thethingsinvolved inthe tabernacle
and later the temple—-all the
mediatorial work which was done on
behalf of a specific people—God's
elect nation. The redlity of the effec-
tiveness of all the tabernacle/temple

work should be noted in opposition to
the supposedly mere “potential” effect
of Christ’s work as taught by the mod-
ern Arminian. The New Testament par-
allels are obvious and agreed to by all
except the most obstinate of freewillers!
As our Surety, Christ by His substitu-
tionary death, His sacrificial atonement,
made satisfaction for the sins of His
people. The prophecy wasfulfilled: “He
shall save his people from their sins’
(Matt. 1:21). Hislovefor Hispeopleis
seen in His death, the power of Deity is
demonstrated in theresurrection, and al
whichisinvolved in God saving sinners
iswrapped up in the phrase, “ how that
Christ died for our sins according to
the scriptures And that he was buried,
and that he rose again the third day
according to the scriptures.” The fin-
ished work of Christ for those whom the
Father foreknew (set His love upon) is
the Gospel—-not the “ almost-finished”
work of the Arminian gospel!

And so we come to the second direc-
tiveleft to His Church by the Lord Jesus
Christ. Baptism! More blood has been
shed, literally and figuratively over this
subject than any other, | suppose. Mr.
Spurgeon, | am told, caused a greater
furor and lost more of hisfollowing be-
cause of his sermon against baptismal
regeneration than asaresult of any other
- perhaps morethan all hisother sermons
altogether! Baptists, as far as | know,
are agreed that the mode must be im-
mersion in water, though we may well
have among our ranks some so liberal
asto accept sprinkling or pouring! Who
can tell where the present liberal trend
will lead? Once started down the track
of compromise, there is often no stop-
ping those thus engaged! However, at
present Baptists are agreed, as far as |
know, that the proper candidate must be
arepentant sinner who professesto have
been regenerated by the Holy Ghost.
Surely there are no secret Campbellites
among Baptist ranks who would main-
tain that water washes away sins. We
may, | hope, conclude that Baptists are
agreed that the motive for baptism must
be to proclaim a finished work - not to
purchase or earn salvation through the
Romish/Campbellite/Protestant idea of
salvation by water.

Many sailing under the Baptist “ ban-
ner” today, however, see little wrong
with freelance“ baptisms’. They require
no Church action, viz. Church author-
ity, in connection with baptism. Thefact
that every New Testament bapti sm about
which the facts are known was admin-
istered by: (1) aman, (2) abaptized man,
(3) an ordained man, (4) aman in good
standing with a previously existing
Church: meanslittleto them. Asamis-
sionary seeking to act in agreement with
God’'s revealed program, however, |
contend that for a baptism to be valid
and regular the four previously men-
tioned things must be true. | do not con-

tend that ordination in the New Testa-
ment senseisnecessarily theritual some
have devel oped and which somerequire,
but the public appointment by the Holy
Ghost through Christ’s Church to the
office of teaching elder and the public
recognition of thesameisessential! Fur-
thermore, the pattern in Acts 13:1-4 re-
quires Church actioninthe sending forth
of “missionaries’ and these verses make
it clear that the way the Holy Ghost sent
forth these men was in connection with
Church action. (It is generally agreed
that each Church expresses her will by
a vote of her members!) It was the
Church which was led to act in recogni-
tion and direction of the evident will of
God!

Baptism cannot exist without Church
connection! Baptism is a Church ordi-
nance, given by Christ to His Church to
continue it according to His directions.
The one doing the baptizing must have
been baptized. Furthermore, according
to 1 Corinthians 12:13 candidates are
baptized into a body or Church! “For
by one Spirit are we all baptized into
one body...” are the pertinent words of
this passage. Believing only in “one
baptism” (Eph. 4:5) | conclude Paul here
refers to water baptism—-the baptism
of John which was initiated by him at
God'’ s direction and which was admin-
istered to Christ and al the apostles and
which is continued by sound Baptists
unto thisday. By this baptism the can-
didate ismade amember of a“ body” . |
raisethisvery practical question: When
amissionary goes into a new place and
baptizesthefirst convert there, into what
body (Church) does he baptize him?
Thereisasyet no Church (body) in that
place. Itis quite possible that the mis-
sionary and the convert are the only two
Chrisgtiansinthat place! God forbid that
any Baptist would insist that the candi-
date was made a member of some uni-
versal, invisible, mystical, Protestant
“church body”! No such thing exists!
Neither is there here even any remote
hint about some possible “ prospective’
body! The Scripture knows nothing of
a“body in prospect” and inreality there
may never be a Church body organized
in that place where a missionary bap-
tizesaconvert. The candidate may live
out his years and never see a Church
organized where he is. Such a“Church
body” in “prospect” is as unreal and
uneffective as any universa, invisible,
mystical “body” popularized by the
Protestant reformers. The very idea of
sucha“Churchin prospect” itself smells
of Protestant influence! (It is this
writer’s opinion that too many Baptists
have been reading too many Protestant
commentaries!) How could a convert
be said to be a member of such abody?
He cannot! Such a “body in prospect”
or “church in prospect” is no Church at
all. Itisafigment of someone' simagi-
nation and smacks of atheological idea

developed not from the Scriptures but
from necessity—-the necessity brought
about by denying that when oneis bap-
tized they are baptized into areal body -
the body which sent out the missionary!
| can see no other logical and Scriptural
conclusion other than that the body into
which the convert is baptized is a real,
aready existing body asthe language of
Scripture demands.

When | baptized the first professing
believer in the Y ukon Territory, | bap-
tized him into membership in the only
body with which | have connection—-
my home Church! That isthe only body
from which | have authority and in
which | have membership! When | go
to eastern Europe | expect to baptize
convertsthere. | shall baptizetheminto
and they shall be members of my home
Church until a Church be organized in
the place. | cannot baptize them into
your Church unless | have authority
from your Church to do so. | can only
baptizetheminto areal body - onewhich
has a real existence and which has au-
thorized me to do the work delegated to
His Church by Jesus Christ Himself!
Anything else is sheer nonsense—-just
as nonsensical as the “universal, invis-
ible, body of Christ” so extolled by the
Protestants! 1t seemsto be“logical fool-
ishness’ to say you can baptize some-
oneinto or add them to something which
does not yet exist and which may never
come to exist! Let us deal with reali-
ties, Brethren! If you must have an
imaginary “body in prospect”, then at
least be consistent and “baptize” people
intoit by “spiritual baptism” asthe Prot-
estants do! Or perhaps someone will
come up with a “baptism in prospect”!
Think of the ludicrousness of it! There
is no Church in such-and-such a place
yet, but | am to baptize a person with a
view to such a Church perhaps being
organized in the future! Such unreal
Churches are not to be found anywhere
in the Bible. They are only a necessity
to those who would deny Christ’s au-
thority and His decree that Churches be
involved in evangelism, baptism, and the
organization of Churches!

Subtle and subversive doctrines and
practices such asfreelance evangelism,
free lance baptism, and the free lance
organization of “churches” by individu-
als rather than by the Lord’s Churches
not only breeds confusion, but would
result in the death of Christ’s Churches.
Of course that will not, cannot happen
because of the promise of Christ who
said, “lo, amwith you alway, even unto
theend of theworld. Amen.” Thisgreat
promise of Christ does not mitigate in
any way, however, theneed for our alert-
ness to potential error and attentiveness
to the teaching of the Scriptures with
regard to our practice. Let us be Mis-
sionary Baptists of the New Testament
sort! Had | wanted to follow my own

Continued on page 16
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CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY INTER-
NATIONAL
FIGHTSAGAINST SLAVE TRADE IN
SUDAN

BAHR EL GHAZAI, Sudan (EP)—A
global Christian ministry just finished buy-
ing hundreds of slavesin Sudan. But thisis
no scandal; Christian Solidarity Interna-
tional (CSl) isworking to counter the dev-
astating slavetradein Sudan by buying free-
dom for Christians who have been seized in
dlaveraids.

Thereemergence of theslavetradeisone
of many ugly results of Sudan’s ongoing
civil war. Islamic raiders from the north
descend on Christian and animist villages
inthe South, killing the men and seizing the
women and children. Most are sold to fami-
lies in the North, though many boys are
taken to facilities that are a cross between a
school and aconcentration camp, wherethey
are taught the Koran and trained to be sol-
diers for Sudan’s Islamic government.

Christian Solidarity International works
to free those who have been taken captive.
“We have contacts with Arab traders who
go to households in northern Sudan where
these slaves are living,” explains Hans
Stuckelberger, Swiss founder of the minis-
try. “They pose as if they want to buy the
slaves for themselves or resell them, then
they head south to meet up with us so we
can redeem them.”

“Redeeming” the slaves means paying
for them—an average of $50 per head. “It
is a financial transaction,” says
Stuckel berger, who acknowledgesthat some
have suggested that buying slaves to free
them only feedsthe market. “But if you have
arelative—your son or daughter or mother
enslaved—you will do anything to set that
person free, even if that means dealing with
the market. We' ve not seen any increase of
slave raids since we began doing this.”

During the September visit, CSI re-
deemed 640 slaves through two networks
of Arab traders. Since 1995, CS| has trav-
eled to Sudan 15 times and redeemed 3,000
slaves. They have aso interviewed many
slave traders and grieving rel atives of those
still in bondage. The ministry’ swork isdan-
gerous. Because the Sudanese government
denies that slavery is still being practiced,
CSl isunable to get official permission for
itswork. “Wefly into the country with small
airplanes, and do not announce our trips so
that our planes are not shot down,” says
Stuckelberger. “Those who go there do so
at considerable risk.”

Why is the slave trade flourishing in
Sudan?“Taking slaves hasbeen donein past
centuries,” Stuckelberger explains. “In the
Arab North and the black African Southit’s
atradition. Now it is being used as part of
the war to destabilize the population of the

South, as part of the North’ seffort to |slam-
ize the whole country.”

Stuckelberger says tens of thousands of
Sudanese are till held asslavesinthe North,
plus thousands of boys held in schools.

“This will end only if there is a public
outcry against this practice, and the
Sudanese government putsastop toit,” says
Stuckelberger. “Intheend it will requirethe
United Nations, and more importantly the
United States, to put pressure onthe Islamic
government in Sudan to end the practice, or
for the government to fall through revolu-
tion or warfare. Unfortunately, there is no
great political interest to what’s happening
in Sudan. Most governments just look the
other way.” Surprisingly, Stuckelberger has
received little support for hiscampaign from
African-American or Islamic groups in the
U.S. “Mr. Farrakhan just pretends there are
no slaves,” Stuckelberger says.

Redeeming the slaves is only part of
SCI’swork in Sudan. The ministry also pro-
vides food and medicine for the returning
slaves, and for communities devastated by
daveraids. “ The people are so poor that they
can't afford anything,” Stuckelberger notes.
“We leave them with their families and
move on to the next redemption. At present,
we are unable to do more.”

“1f thou seest the oppression of the
poor, and violent perverting of judgment
and justice in a province, marvel not at
the matter: for hethat is higher than the
highest regardeth; and there be higher
than they” (Eccl. 5:8).

SUPREME COURT LETSVOUCHER
PROGRAM STAND

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)—A voucher
program in Milwaukee that hel ps poor par-
ents send their children to religious schools
can continue. The U.S. Supreme Court re-
fused Nov. 9, 8-1, to hear achallengeto the
program.

By refusing to hear the appeal, the Court
let stand a June decision by the Wisconsin
Supreme Court, which ruled 4-2 that the
program is constitutional becauseit aidsre-
ligious and non-religious schools alike.

The U.S. Supreme Court did not give a
reason for itsdecision, and itsrefusal to hear
the challenge does not create anational pre-
cedent.

Milwaukee's program let thousands of
lower-income parents send their children to
the private schools of their choice, many of
which are church-affiliated schools.

Under the Milwaukee plan, the state will
provide up to $70 million this year to pay
for as many as 15,000 low-income students
to attend private schools. Most of the 80
participating private schools are church-af-
filiated. The value of the voucher cannot
exceed the amount Wisconsin spends per

pupil on public schools—about $4,900.

Cleveland is the only other U.S. city
which provides tax-supported vouchers to
parents who want to send their children to
religious schools, but the Court’s decision
tolet Milwaukee' s program stand may open
the door to similar programsin other states.

Both Congressand at least 20 states have
considered vouchers as a way to expand
school choice and give poor children an al-
ternative to failing public schools.

Critics of vouchers say they drain funds
from public schools and violate the consti-
tutional principle of separation of church and
state. Voucher advocates say that because
parents—not the state—choose the school
their children will attend there is no gov-
ernment establishment of religion, and ar-
guethat without increased competition pub-
lic schools will continue to decline.

“Behold, God is mine helper” (Ps.
54:4).
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RELIGIOUSLEADERSCALL FOR
CLINTON TO RESIGN;
QUESTION SINCERITY OF HIS
REPENTANCE

WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP)—Religious
leadersin Americareleased two significant
statementsin mid-November, one question-
ing the validity of President Clinton’'s re-
pentance from sexual sin, and the other call-
ing for his resignation.

About 75 religion scholars signed a
strongly worded statement protesting “the
manipulation of religion and the debasing
of moral language” in the ongoing Clinton
sex scandal. They warned that religious|ead-
ers should not “provide authentication for a
politically motivated and incompl ete repen-
tance that seeks to avert serious conse-
guences for wrongful acts.”

The statement hearkens back to the Sept.
11 prayer breakfast at which Clinton asked
religious leaders for forgiveness for his
“sins.” While several religious leaders in
attendance at that meeting said they believed
Clinton’s repentance was genuine, signers
of the new statement question his sincerity.

The statement contends that “certain
moral qualifications are central to the sur-
vival of our political system, among which
are truthfulness, integrity, respect for the
law, respect for the dignity of others, adher-
ence to the constitutional processand awill-
ingness to avoid the abuse of power.”

The statement was organized by Robert
Jewett, emeritus professor of religion at
Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary
in Evanston, lllinois. He said more than 300
scholars were asked to sign the document,
and about 25 percent agreed to.

Another statement organized by the In-
stitute on Religion and Democracy (IRD)
called for Clinton’s resignation from the
presidency. Among the 32 signatories were
four Episcopal bishops, First Things editor
Richard John Neuhaus, Southeastern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary President Paige
Patterson, Crisis magazine publisher Dean
Hudson, the Catholic Campaign for
America sMary Ellen Bork, and IRD Presi-
dent Diane Knippers. Signatories included
leaders of evangelical reform groupsin the
American Baptist Church, the Episcopal
Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA), the
United Methodist Church and the United
Church of Christ.

“A godly man will strive to avoid sin,”
said the letter to Clinton. “But equally im-
portant, when he does fall he will prove his
character by the completeness of hisrepen-
tance from sin, the humility with which he
bears its consequences, and the fullness of
his restitution to those he has wronged.”

The religious leaders said Clinton has
demeaned the presidency and undermined
the rule of law, and urged him to “redeem
his legacy” by resigning. They also com-
mended him for seeking spiritual counsel,
and assured him of their own continued
prayers for his spiritual healing.

“When therighteousarein authority,
the people regjoice: but when the wicked
beareth rule, the people mourn” (Prov.
29:2).

ANALYSIS: HATE CRIMESLEGIS
LATION—
THE WRONG SOLUTION TO THE
WRONG PROBLEM
By Doug Trouten

LARAMIE, Wyoming (EP)—The sav-
age and fatal beating of ahomosexual Wyo-
ming student has led to renewed calls for
hate crimes laws that would impose special
penaltiesfor crimes motivated by bias—in-
cluding bias against homosexuals. It’s the
wrong solution for the wrong problem.

Matthew Shepard, 22, was reportedly
lured from a popular college bar Oct. 6 in
Laramie, Wyoming, tied to a fence, beaten
with ablunt object and left for dead. When
he was found he was airlifted to a Colorado
hospital, but never regained consciousness
and died Oct. 12.

Those who advocate cultural acceptance
of homosexuality were quick to latch onto
Shepard’ s death, shamelessly exploiting it
to advancetheir political agenda. Acrossthe
nation there were new calls for hate crimes
laws, which by definition punish perpetra-
tors for their motivations, rather than for
their actions.

National media figures were quick to
suggest that the real problem was “hate
speech”—a term that seems to include any
suggestion that there might be something
wrong with the homosexual lifestyle. On
NBC's “Today Show,” Katie Couric sug-
gested that conservative Christian organi-
zations—including Focus on the Family, the
Family Research Council and the Christian
Coalition—were responsible for the attack

Continued on page 17
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whims and the so-called “Church his-
tory” which | and thousands of others
had been taught, | would have remained
among the interdenominational Protes-
tants! However, | have been brought to
see that the Lord's Churches alone are
the agentswhich He authorized to do His
work of evangelism, baptism, and
Church organization. Let others be
guilty of bootlegging the Gospel, boot-
legging baptism, and bootlegging
“church” organizing, but let each Church
obey her Bridegroom until He comesfor
us!
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on Shepard. Tn the New York Times, colum-
nist Frank Rich blamed those who teach that
homosexuality is“sinful,” saying, “Onceany
group is successfully scapegoated as a sub-
human threat to ‘normal’ values by apropa-
ganda machine, emboldened thugs take
over.”

In the rush to blame conservative Chris-
tiansfor Shepard’ sdeath and “fix” the prob-
lem with hate crime laws, several important
aspects of this tragedy have been over-
looked:

* There is no evidence that connects
Shepard’s attackers with the “religious
right.” Police have arrested four suspects:
Russell Henderson, 21, and Aaron
McKinney, 22, will face charges of first de-
gree murder; their girlfriends Chastity
Pasley, 20, and Kristen Price, 18, will be
charged as accessories after the fact. None
have been tied to conservative Christianity.

* Itisnot clear that the attack on Shepard
was motivated by hishomaosexuality. Police
have suggested that robbery may have been
the motive, and that Shepard’s homosexu-
ality merely provided a way for his killers
to lure him from the bar.

* A short while before his death, Shepard
claimed hewas assaulted and raped by three
men. Authorities say the real story is that
Shepard had joined a group of people head-
ing to a lake after a bar closed, had made
sexual advancesto an uninterested bartender,
and had gotten hisjaw broken when the bar-
tender punched him out. Shepard declined
to press charges, saying he wastoo drunk to
remember what happened. While Shepard’s
homosexuality may or may not have been a
factor in his death, a lifestyle that includes
getting drunk and wandering off with strang-
ers certainly played arole.

* There's no evidence to suggest that a
hate crimes law would have protected
Shepard—or anyone else. Murder is a capi-
tal offensein Wyoming. If Shepard’ s attack-
ers are found guilty, they may be executed.
It s hard to see just what more would be ac-
complished by tacking on a hate crime
charge. No sadistic murderer isgoing to say,
“| was going to kill this person, until | real-
ized it was a hate crime.”

The whole concept of hate crimes legis-
lation isdeeply flawed. Because hate crimes
laws apply only to certain “protected
classes’ of people, they suggest that mur-
dering people of certain groupsisworsethan
murdering other people—that murdering
somebody because they’re black or Jewish
or gay isworsethan murdering them because
they’re left-handed or near-sighted or fat.
Hate crimeslaws also imply that choosing a
victim based on race or creed or sexual pref-
erenceismore heinousthan completely ran-
dom acts of violence, though thisiscertainly
a debatable point. And hate crimes legisla-
tion punishes attitudes and beliefsrather than
actions, an Orwellian twist that is contrary
to the spirit of the U. S. Constitution.

But passing a hate crimes law is just a
means to an end. That end has nothing to do
with protecting victims—Matthew Shepard
isjust as dead as he would have been if he
had been attacked in a state that had enacted
hate crimes legislation. The real motivation

ispower—the power that comes from statu-
tory recognition. The subtext of the whole
debate is the ceasel ess demand for societal
acceptance of sexual perversion.

The next step after hate crimes legisla-
tion is a hate speech law. After all, if it'sa
special crime to assault somebody because
they’re gay, shouldn't it also be a crime to
suggest that there’ s something wrong with
being gay? The “climate of hate” argument
advanced against conservative Christian
organizations in the wake of Shepard’'s
death is a sign of things to come.

Hate crimes legislation is a step toward
aworld where it will be a crime simply to
share biblical teaching about homosexual-
ity. When that day comes, we'll find that
Shepard didn’t die alone on that fence out-
side Laramie. Dying with him were free-
dom of speech and freedom of religion.

[Doug Trouten is director of the Evan-
gelical Press News Service.]

“And ye shall be hated of all men for
my name’s sake” (Matt. 10:22).

CHINESE BELIEVERSARRESTED
AFTER PROTESTING PERSECU-
TION

BEIJING, China (EP)—The Chinese
government is cracking down on the inde-
pendent house church movement in appar-
ent response to a letter of protest by Chi-
nese house church leaders which called for
better treatment of Christians by the Com-
munist Chinese government, and for gov-
ernment recognition of the underground
church.

According to Voice of the Martyrs, 40
peoplewerearrested Oct. 26 in Henan prov-
ince while holding achurch meeting. Those
arrested are leaders of different house
churches from various areas. Many were
released after paying a fine of $2,000, but
11remainincustody. The1ll areHan Yung-
vin, Chung Mei-ving, Soong Jian-sun,
Wang Kai-Jue, Chuen Ai-ling, Chang
Ching-yuen, Liu Siang, Li Ping, Liu Yuan-
por, Ma Yuen-hai and Li Shao-nar. They
remainin prison in Fangching, Henan prov-
ince.

On November 5 government forces
raided a Christian meeting of about 100
people, some of whom remain in police
custody. A letter released by the New Y ork-
based Human Rights in China group said
that police beat at least 13 Christian lead-
ers.

Chinese house church leaders issued a
seven-point appeal Aug. 22 in Henan prov-
ince, a stronghold of house church move-
ment revival. The appeal calls on the gov-
ernment to changerepressivereligiousregu-
lations, to release unconditionally all house
church Christians presently in labor camps,
to accept the reality that the house churches
are the mainstream of Christianity in China
with a membership far out-numbering the
government-controlled Three Self Patriotic
Movement (TSPM) churches, to clarify
what constitutesa“cult,” and to begin adia-
logue with representatives of the house
churches to seek reconciliation and to de-
crease confrontation.

The appeal states that house churchesin
Chinacontainsas many as80 million Chris-
tians, far outnumbering the 10 million as-
sociated with TSPM churches.

Voice of the Martyrs urges American

Christians to pray on behalf of the impris-
oned Chinese believers. “Pray that they
won't be tortured,” said one Chinese be-
liever. Christians can also contact Chinese
authorities at the United Nations to request
the release of these and other Christians be-
ing held in China.

Chinahas shown awillingnessto engage
in human rights dialogue with President
Clinton and the United Nations, but religious
persecution continues.

“The bloodthirsty hate the upright”
(Prov. 29:10).

CHRISTIAN COALITION LEADER
RANDY TATE
SAYSLACK OF MESSAGE HURT
REPUBLICANS

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)—Christian
Coalition Executive Director Randy Tate
says exit polling done for his organization
shows that the Republican Party’s lack of a
clear conservative message hurt it at the polls
Nov. 4.

“The numbers are clear. The message
coming out of this election is that issues do
matter. There was no clear conservative
agenda articulated by national conservative
leadersin Washington. Republicanstried to
win acampaign based solely on anti-Clinton
sentiment. Democrats had an agenda, albeit
a liberal agenda. They talked about liberal
approachesto social security, education and
health care, and some agenda will beat no
agendavery time,” Tate said.

Tate contrasted the fortunes of the two
partiesin 1998 with the 1994 elections and
noted the differences a pro-family message
can make. “1n 1994 there was the same anti-
Clinton sentiment among conservatives as
therewasthisyear, but therewasalso aclear
conservative agenda in 1994 which did not
exist in 1998,” Tate said.

Tate added, “Our poll showsthat in 1994,
67 percent—a full two-thirds—of religious
conservatives voted Republican as opposed
to 24 percent who voted Democratic. In
1998, only 54 percent of religious conser-
vatives voted Republican while 31 percent
voted Democratic, adevastating swing of 20
points against the Republican Party. The
bottom line for both partiesisthat religious
conservativesare avital voting bloc that can
never be taken for granted in any election.”

“Gofrom thepresenceof afoolish man,
when thou perceivest not in him the lips
of knowledge” (Prov. 14:7).
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CHRISTIAN PASTOR ARRESTED IN
CHINA

HUA DU, China (EP)—Chinese pastor
Li Di Xian was arrested Dec. 1 in the Hua
Du areaof China, according to areport from
Voice of the Martyrs.

During a house church service where
Pastor Li was speaking, numerous Public
Security Bureau (PSB) officers came, arriv-
ingin morethan 10 vans, and took him away.
Theofficersalso confiscated all Bibles, pews
and electrical fittings being used in the ser-
vice.

Li’swife Chau Hawas not arrested, and
isawaiting word on her husband.

For Li, arrest and imprisonment for the
gospel are nothing new. He was arrested
twice in 1995, and he suffered severe beat-
ings during his time in custody. Last May,
when police raided a house church meeting

where Li was speaking and warned him, Li
stood at the microphone and said loudly: “I
will preach until | die.”

Last summer, Voice of the Martyrs cou-
riers were in China and worshipped with
more than 600 believersat Pastor Li’ shouse
church. They reported peoplesitting quietly
inthe streets surrounding Pastor Li’ shouse,
in order to hear the gospel message.

Also last summer, Chinese believers
smuggled out aCommunist party document
expressing the officials' consternation at
Li's effectiveness. Part of the document
said: “Li De Xian is Guangzhou's illegal
religion organization’s leader. . .he has
preachedillegally in our town for nearly ten
years. He has been arrested and educated
many times, and yet his heart has not died
and his nature has not changed.”

Chinese authorities are engaged in a
wide-scale crackdown on house churches
that hasincluded torture, at | east one shoot-
ing, and ransom-like fines, according to the
group Human Rights in China. “While im-
prisoned, these church leaders have suffered
a range of torture and abuse,” the New
Y ork-based group said in a statement.

Cheng Meiying, an underground church
leader in northeastern China, was arressted
Oct. 26, whipped with a wet rope, and
beaten in the head with a police baton be-
forelosing consciousnessfor threedays. She
has been released, but according to Human
Rights in China, “At present, Ms. Cheng
suffers complete memory loss. She has no
control over her mental state and exhibits
the appearance of insanity.”

On Oct. 5 Chinasigned the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, rais-
ing hopes that the world' s most populous
nation would begin to respect the political
and religiousrights of its people. But in the
weeks since the signing, violent moves
against human rights monitors, political dis-
sidents and house church leaders have in-
creased.

China’ s constitution guarantees freedom
of religion, but in practice China permits
Christian worship only in state-approved
churches controlled by the Communist
Party.

“If aruler hearken tolies, all his ser-
vantsarewicked” (Prov. 29:12).

*kkkkk*k
CHURCH-STATE GROUP CHAL-
LENGES
CLINTON’'SPRE-ELECTION
CHURCH VISIT

BALTIMORE, Md. (EP)—A pre-elec-
tion presidential visit to New Psalmist Bap-
tist Church was a Democratic rally, not a
church service, and thus violated the tax-
exempt status of the church, according to
Americans United for Separation of Church
and State. The group filed acomplaint with
the Internal Revenue Service.

“What we have a problem with is candi-
dates of one party appearing at the pulpit
for what is essentially arally,” Americans
United spokesman Rob Boston told the Bal-
timore Sun. “That’s the problem we have
with New Psalmist.”

Church attorney Edward Smith Jr. said
that even though Clinton was joined at the
Sunday morning service by Gov. Parris
Glendening, who was re-elected two days
later, the church did not technically endorse

Continued on page 18
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anyone.

After the 1992 election, Americans
United sued The Church at Pierce Creek, a
small church in Vestal, New Y ork, which
purchased newspaper advertisements urging
votersto reject Bill Clinton for “promoting
policiesthat areinrebellionto God'sLaws’
including “abortion on demand” and “the
homosexual lifestyle.” The IRSrevoked the
church’s tax-exempt status in 1995. That
decision led to alawsuit against the IRS for
violating the church’ sfree speech and equal
protection rights. That lawsuit is still pend-
ing.

On Oct. 29, attorneys for the church ar-
gued that removing its tax-free statuswas a
political attack designed to silence anti-
Clinton conservatives. The church argued
that politically active liberal churches are
ignored by the IRS—an argument that may
have contributed to the Baltimore lawsuit.

ThelRS" overstepped itsauthority in this
case and reacted in a way that can only be
seen as a flagrant display of bigotry and
bias,” said attorney Jay Sekulow of the
American Center for Law and Justice. The
Pierce Creek case was the first in which a
bona fide religious group has lost its tax-
exempt status for political activity.

“Wrath iscruel” (Prov. 27:4).

GLEANINGSHERE AND THERE

LITTLEROCK, Ark. (EP)—An Arkansas
man was convicted Nov. 2 of violating the
federa Access to Clinic Entrances Act. His
crime? He parked yellow Ryder rental trucks
near two abortion clinics. Prosecutors said J.
Fred hart Jr. knew that parking thetrucks near
the federa building in Oklahoma City. The
trucks contained no bombs, but their presence
led to evacuations of the abortion clinics and
nearby businesses. Hart could face six months
injail and a$10,000 fine on each of two counts.

VANCOUVER, B.C., Canada (EP)—The
British ColumbiaTransit Authority hasrefused
to permit the B.C. Christian News, amonthly
Christian newspaper, to bedistributed ontran-
sit properties. Transit authorities said people
would find the paper “derogatory and offen-
sive. . .with respect to abortion and sexual ori-
entation issues.” More than two dozen other
publications—including publicationswith lib-
eral and sex-oriented content, are distributed
on transit property.

NEW YORK, N.Y. (EP)—An AIDS
awareness concert which would havefeatured
a Christmas tree decorated with condoms on
World AIDS Day (Dec. 1) was canceled Nov.
23 dfter city officials objected to the plan. “I
think it is one of the most idiotic ideas | have
ever heard of,” New York Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani told reporters. The event, sponsored
by the San Francisco-based clothing firm Levi
Straussand Co., would haveinvolved an arti-
ficial 35-foot “Treeof Life’ at Central Park’s
Wollman skating rink. William Donohue of
the Catholic League said, “Thehave every le-
gdl right to insult Christians. But. . .coming
this time of year shows that they’re not just
bigots, they’re plain stupid.”

*kkkk*k

JERUSALEM, Israel (EP)—On Nov. 19,

supporters of an effort to rebuild Israel’s
temple on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem
gathered to declarethe new moon, aceremony
practiced during Old Testament times. Orga
nizersof theevent said, “ For thefirst timesince
the destruction of the Second Templein Jerusa
lem 2000 years ago, a Rabhinical Court today
declared the new month at the gates of the
Temple Mount in Jerusalem. In the presence
of a contingent of Jews who profess the re-
building of the Third Temple on the Temple
Mount, the month of Kislev was declared by
the Court.” Yehuda Etzion, leader of the
temple advocacy group Chai Vekaiyam, de-
claredthe ceremony “amagjor step towardsthe
reclamation of the Temple Mount into Jewish
hands, astep which will lead into the rebuild-
ing of the Third Temple.”

ATLANTA, Ga. (EP)—Representativesof
Georgia sBaptistsfailed to passaban on char-
ismatic activities during a recent state meet-
ing. Most of the 2,400 del egates present at the
meeting voted to ban such practices as speak-
ing on tongues and being “dain in the spirit,”
but the vote fell short of the two-thirds major-
ity required for such an action.

*kkkk*k

* After indsting that the U.S. must pay its
duesto the United Nations to retain its cred-
ibility, President Bill Clinton vetoed a hill to
pay the dues Oct. 21 because it contained an
anti-abortion initiative to which he objected.
Thebill included an amendment sponsored by
Rep. Chris Smith (R-N.J.) which would have
barred federal funding of international fam-
ily-planning organizations that lobby foreign
governmentsto changetheir abortion palicies.

BUCHAREST, Romania(EP)—Six Chris-
tian radio stations operated in Romaniaby the
evangelical “Voice of the Gospel” will not
have their licenses renewed, according to the
Romanian government. The decision report-
edly comes at the request of the Romanian
Orthodox Church, which dominates religious
broadcasting in Romania and objects to any
competition from the evangelical minority.

LAGOS, Nigeria(EP)—Some 70 Nigerian
churches have been vandalized and burned
during the last 12 months by the Muslim
Ighirras, and conflict between Christian and
Musdlim ethnic groups continues to escalate,
reports the Evangelical Church of West Af-
rica(ECWA). The conflict between the Mus-
lim Igbirrasand the Christian Bassasalegedly
began asaresult of government political poli-
cies that favored Muslims over Christians.
Musdlim political leaders were appointed over
predominately Christian areas, public funds
were used to build mosques on government
property, Christian religious instruction was
prevented in schools but Islamic religious
teaching wasd lowed, and Muslimsdominated
the media. Violent clashes that began in No-
vember 1997 have resulted in thousands of
deaths.

HOUSTON, Tex. (EP)—During his his-
toric return to space, John Glenn said that see-
ing the earth from space has strengthened his
faithinGod. “I don't think wecanlook & Earth
every day, look down upon this kind of cre-
ation. . .and not to believe in God is impos-
sible.” Asked whether he prayed in space, the
77-year-old senator from Ohio said, “1 pray
every day, and | think everybody should.”

Glenn made his remarks during a 35-minute
news conference conducted while in orbit.

HOUSTON, Tex. (EP)—Conservative
Baptists in Texas have left the Baptist Gen-
eral Conventiontoformtheir own convention.
The larger Baptist convention has been in-
creasingly tolerant of homosexuality and abor-
tion, said organizersof the new Southern Bap-
tists of Texas. “I think we' ve got to get away
from this thing of getting away from God's
Word,” said Miles Seaborn, president of the
group. Tension between the groups had been
building, but the final straw was when the
moderate-controlled group adopted new rules
basing representation at the state convention
on financial contribution to the state associa
tion. Many conservative churches have been
withholding money from the state organiza-
tion to protest itsmore liberal views.

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (EP)—A North
Carolina Baptist church is risking expulsion
from the Baptist State Convention by permit-
ting same-sex “union” ceremonies. Wake For-
est Baptist Church is the third Baptist church
inthe stateto take apro-homosexual position.
Church deacon Richard Barnett said thechurch
doesnot technically endorse same-sex unions,
but it “does accept individua members ac-
ceptance of same-sex unions.” That distinc-
tion is likely to be lost on the State Baptist
Convention, which has aready expelled two
other churches for taking a pro-homosexual
stand.

*kkkk*k

VATICANCITY, (EP)—Thechurch must
take responsibility for the evilsof the Inquisi-
tion, the Vatican said Oct. 29. Cardinal Roger
Etchegaray, head of the Vatican’s main com-
mittee for the year 2000, suggested that the
church haswrongly laid the blame for the In-
quisition on civil prosecutors. He said the
church needs to reexamine the special court
set up by the church in 1233 to curb heresy.
Catholic scholarshave noted that the Portugese
and Spanish Inquisitions were aided by civil
authorities, while only the Roman Inquisition
answered directly to the Pope. But Etchegaray
said, “ Thefact that the Spanish and Portuguese
crowns. . .had powers of intervention. . .on
inquisitory tribunal sdoesnot changetheeccle-
sadtical character of the institution.” The In-
quisition fined, imprisoned and tortured al-
leged heretics, including astronomer Galileo,
who was condemned for discovering that the
earth revolvesaround the sun. Thelnquisition
reached its peak in the 16th century while at-
tempting to counter the Reformation. It isthe
predecessor of the present Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith, which monitors
Cathalic orthodoxy.

JERUSALEM, Israel (EP)—Members of
a Denver-based doomsday cult are in Isragl,
according to Jerusalem Police Chief Yair
Yitzhaki. Members of the group Concerned
Chrigtiansleft theU.S. after their leader, Monte
Kim Miller, predicted that Denver would be
destroyedin aterrible earthquake Oct. 10. The
disappearance of cult members sparked con-
cerns of mass suicide, but at least 10 are in
Isragl with as many as 62 others on the way.
Miller has predicted that hewill diein Jerusa
lem in December of 1999, and be resurrected
three days later.

kkkkkk

EMELLE, Ala. (EP—At least four chil-

dren are dead in afire at Holyland, headquar-
tersof an Alabama-based religiouscult whose
founder is believed to have fathered dozens
of children with variouswomenin hischurch.
The children died when a dormitory was de-
stroyed by fire Nov. 17; 46 othersin the dor-
mitory escaped safely. Thereligiouscommune
was founded by 71-year-old Luke Edwards,
who has aso been accused of violating child
[abor laws.
*kkkkk

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)—The Salva-
tion Army was the biggest recipient of chari-
table donations in 1997 with total receipts of
$1.2 hillion, according to the Chronicle of
Philanthropy. Campus Crusade for Christ in-
ternational was 16th on the list with $236.2
million. Trinity Christian Center came in at
48 with $132.4 million, and the Christian
Broadcasting Network was close behind in
59th place with $115 million. Other Christian
ministries in the top 100 included Focus on
the Family (76th with $97.6 million), Wycliffe
Bible Trandators (84th with $92.9 million),
and the Billy Graham Evangdlistic Associa
tion (94th with $87.9 million).

PETALUMA, Cdif. (EP)—A Boy Scout
troop leader who objected to the group’ s ban
on homosexual sresigned as an assi stant scout-
master after learning that his appointment
would not be renewed. Scott Cozza's son is
till an active member of the troop, and both
aredtill gathering signatureson apetition urg-
ing the Boy Scouts of Americato include ho-
mosexuals as members and as adult leaders.
Cozzasaid heresigned “out of respect for the
parentswho don’'t want meto be around their
kids.” InMarch, the Caifornia Supreme Court
ruled that the Boy Scouts have the right to
exclude homosexuals and atheists.

*khkkkkk

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)—Attorney
General Janet Reno posted a$500,000 reward
Nov. 9for the capture of the sniper whokilled
abortionist Dr. Barnett Slepian. Reno also es-
tablished a national task force on abortion
clinic violence.

MINDOULI, Republic of Congo (EP)—
Six clergymen on a peace mediation mission
to arebel group in the Democratic Republic
of Congo were killed, Radio France
Internationale reported Nov. 14.

The six were members of a church com-
mittee established to try to end armed conflict.
They were killed “in cold blood,” according
to witnesses quoted in the radio report.

The clergymen, al from the Pool region of
Congo, had gone to speak to the rebel leaders
without any armed escort to avoid any appear-
ance of threat.

The Congolese government is blaming the
attack onfollowersof exiled opposition leader
Bernard Kolelas.

*kkkkk

New Jersey’s first-in-the-nation policy of
not increasing welfare benefitsfor womenwho
have more children has succeeded in driving
down birth rates for welfare recipientsin that
state. And though the policy did increase the
abortion rate for a time, a many pro-lifers
feared, that effect seemsto havebeen only tem-
porary, according to afour-year Rutgers Uni-
versity study. By the end of the study period
in 1996, abortion rates for those on welfare
had returned to their pre-"family cap” levels,
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but birth rates remained down. The Rutgers
researchers estimated that the new policy has
ledto 14,000 fewer birthssofar. Another thing
is clear from the study: Government policies
do affect social behavior, and can encourage
or discourage socially destructivetrends (Hu-
man Events, 11-20-98).

OnJanuary 1, eleven European nationstake
a step toward economic and political conver-
gency by adopting acommon currency called
the euro. Thisis the latest step in the march
toward European unification, giving greater
clout and economic growth (Calvary Con-
tender, 12-15-98).

*kkkkk

JACKSON, Tenn. (BP)—Democratic gov-
ernments are built on atwin foundation of re-
ligious values and a commitment to the rule
of law, Margaret Thatcher said during a re-
cent address at a Baptist University. “The
moral foundation of this system isthe Judeo-
Chrigtian outlook—themessage of the Old and
New Testament, that each and every person
matter,” Britain’s former prime minister said
(Western Recorder, 11-3-98).

Republican leaders of the 105th Congress
second on again abandoned their pro-fam-
ily and pro-mora base. The Senate failed to
overrideanother Clinton veto of legidation that
would have outlawed the late-term procedure
opponents refer to as “ partial-birth abortion.”
The anti-euthanasia bill was never fully con-
sidered, and a measure was defeated in the
Senatethat would have madeitillegal totrans-
port aminor across state linesfor an abortion.
Congress failed to approve measures alow-
ing school voucher programs. The House de-
feated the Religious Freedom Congtitutional
Amendment. The amendment, sponsored by
Rep. Earnest Istook, R-Okla., would have put
the word “God” into the Congtitution for the
first time and alowed organized prayer in
public schools. Itisclear to al concerned that
the Republicans have in the main listened to
themedia(whichis90 percent Democratsand
100% liberals and leftists) to “reach out” to
the left and bring the country together. In the
main the Republican Party has lost its mes-
sage and Christian principles, and it has be-
come aparty of timid, office-clinging incum-
bents who are governed by the polls (MRC).

*kkkk*k

Did you catch the Situation Ethics of Jo-
seph Fletcher, the Playboy theologian, in the
impeachment hearings? Fletcher taught that
morality must be compromiseor set asideina
given situation if love seems better served by
doing so. When asked if hewould votetoim-
peachif it were proved that Clinton lied under
oath, Rep. Asa Hutchinson (R.-Ark.) replied:
“It certainly would be an impeachable of-
fense,” but “you’ d haveto look at the circum-
stances’ before deciding to vote for an im-
peachment resolution.”

More than athird of auto crash deaths are
caused by drunken driving. Last year: 16,189
alcohol-related traffic deaths. That' s 38.6 per-
cent of the total (Sraight Talk, 11-12-98).

By 1999, the Navy will have only 336
ships, thelowest number since 1938 and down

dramatically from 600 in 1991. For the first
time in 70 years, the Navy does not have a
single new design aircraft in the devel opment
or production stege. . . .Under One-Worlder
Clinton, the U.S. now spends $100 billion per
year lessin real dollars on the military than it
did in the 1980s (Sraight Talk, 11-5-98).

The D. C. Republican Committee on Sept.
22 elected three open Gaystoitsranks, bring-
ing the total number of openly Gay commit-
teemembersto nine (Sraight Talk, 11-29-98).

USA Today reports that “Tax returns re-
leased earlier thisweek show that Al and Tip-
per Gore, whose income was $197,729 last
year, gave $353 to charity. That's a third of
the average donated by al householdsthat give
to charity (ibid.).

The Journal of the American Medical As-
sociationreportsthat anew study of Baltimore-
areawomen “who aresexually active’ showed
one out of three testing positive for chlamy-
dia, a sexually transmitted bacteria that can
cause pelvicinflammatory disease, infertility,
and tubal pregnancies. The highest infection
rate was reported among sexually active 14-
year-olds.

California public officials recently gave a
dightly better report, estimating that only one
in five sexualy active women under age 25
are infected with chlamydia. And chlamydia
is but one of ahost of sexualy transmitted
diseases that are ravaging our promiscuous
society.

Wheat to do? Hand out more condoms, of
course, say the self-anointed oracles of public
wisdom. The same guardians of virtue who
recently banished Joe Camel from the public
squarefor corrupting the health of minorscan’t
muster the moral outrageto denouncetheever-
increasing onslaught of sexually provocative
“entertainment” and advertising aimed at our
vulnerableyouth. Our sex-drenched cultureis
proving to be increasingly dangerous and
deadly to “sexually active” young people.
Wherearethepoalitical and cultural eiteswhen
they should befighting thisvery real menace?
Cheering Howard Stern and delivering
apologias for Lothario-in-Chief Bill Clinton.
(The New American, 9-28-98).

*kkkk*k

Acceptable Hate Speech. San Francisco
Mayor Willie Brown recently denounced Su-
preme Court Justice Clarence Thomas as a
“shill” for racism, compared him to amember
of theKu Klux Klan, and called onall African
Americans to shun him. “He must not be a-
lowed any comfort from any of us,” Brown
said in an August 19th speech to the Associa
tion of Black Sociologists. Brown, the former
Speaker of the California State Assembly and
a top power broker in the Democratic Party
and the black community, called Thomas “a
shill and cover for the most insidious form of
racism” (ibid.).

“BILL THE BAPTIST”

The November 2 Newsweek magazine pre-
sented an analysisof the President as“Bill the
Baptist.” “ To understand Clinton the president,
you have to meet Bill the Baptist, a believer
whose faith leaves plenty of license,” said a
subheading to the article titled “ Sex, Sin and
Salvation.” Reporter Kenneth \WWoodward went
onto say: “Bill Clinton—both the public and
the private man—cannot be fully understood

without grasping the nuances of his Baptist
upbringing.” The reporter also credited
Clinton’s Baptist upbringing with his belief
that “what he doesin privateisnobody’ sbusi-
ness but the Lord’s.”

Finaly, Woodward contended, “Bill was
also schooled in the Baptist tradition of free-
dom of conscience—including mattersof sex.”
Woodward isaRoman Catholic which seems
only to be acquainted with the liberal wing of
the Southern Baptist Convention.

ThisBaptist critic quotesthreeliberal SBC
leaders. James Dunn, Glenn Hinson and Foy
Valentine. Dunn is best known leading his
agency (BJCPA) in radical positions on
church-state separationinlinewiththe ACLU.
Dunn refuses to oppose abortion on demand.
In 1991 the SBC had enough, and it defunded
Dunn’s agency.

Glenn Hinson, professor at theliberal Bap-
tist Theological Seminary at Richmond, Va,,
iscited asadefender of Bill Clinton who said
that the President’s sin is none of our busi-
ness. “When the President told the nation that
his problems were between himself, his fam-
ily and‘our God,” that wasavery Baptist state-
ment,” Hinson said.

During the 20 years that Hinson was pro-
fessor of church history for over 20 years at
Southern Seminary (Louisville, Ky.) hetaught
that Jesus had no consciousness of “divinity,”
and that “the risen Christ had not a physical
but a spiritual body.”

Thelast inthislist was Foy Valentinewho
said: “What hedid isdisgusting, but not what
| would consider adultery,” adding that hewas
sure “most Baptistswould agree” B i | |
Clintonisaproduct of theliberal leaderswho
have for many years controlled the SBC.

Conservative SBC leadershavecalled upon
President Clinton to resign for the good of the
country (MRC).

“So there was a division among the
people...” (John 7:43).

*hkkkkk

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Beverly Manor Baptist Church, 209
Vohland Street, Washington, IL 61571 and
Pastor Mike McCoskey are seeking aY outh
Director to lead the youth. Any interested
person should contact Bro. Dan Hillard,
Minister of Education, at (309) 745-9229.

Bro. Larry Robbins departed thislife on
Dec. 6, 1998. He pastored several churches
and was ateacher at L exington Baptist Col-

lege.

kkhkkkkk

The Beauty Mountain Baptist Church,
Edmond, W. Va., has extended aunanimous
call for Elder Leroy Pack to continue as pas-
tor, and has accepted the call.

kkhkkkkk

f

| am a Christian in need of encouragement.
Please send me The Berea Baptist Banner regu-
larly. I will be glad to pay and be a subscriber.

—State lost
*kkkkkk
Dear Brothers & Sistersin Christ:

Please find enclosed a check for the amount
of $15.00. | wish to purchase a subscription to
your periodical The Berea Baptist Banner for
the three brethren listed on the left side of this
letter. Inaddition | would liketo purchase a sub-
scription for myself. The subscriptions to these
brethren are to be holiday gifts or gift subscrip-
tions for the coming year. | enjoy your publica-
tion very much. Thearticlesaretimely and offer
doctrinal food for thought. May God bless you
all.

—Muissouri
*kkkkkk
Dear Sirs,

Please find enclosed a check for the amount
of $5. Please add meto your mailing list. | enjoy
reading the Banner paper very much and is such
agreat blessing. Thank you for your prompt at-
tention in this matter.

—Muississippi
*kkkkkk
To whom it may concern:

| am writing to ask that if it isat all possible
could you send me some literature written by
Milburn Cockrell, for from what | have read by
him out of hisbook The Gospel inIsaiah, | found
to be very very sound teaching. | enjoyed it. So
if | may be ableto receive other material by him
| would greatly appreciate it, and could | also
have a catalog of you all have one.

—Tennessee
*kkkkkk
Bro. Cockrell,

If you continue to write articleslike: “Can A
Church Member Dismiss Himself From His
Church?’ itislikely that wewill continueto help
in your support!

—Kentucky
*kkkkkk
Brother Cockrell,

Greetings in the precious name of our dear
Lord Jesus Christ.

Philadel phia Baptist Church now has a pres-
ence on the web http://www2.tnweb.com/pbc.

If you get time please stop by and look at it.

| would like to get your permission to add
some of your booklets to the site.

First would be ‘ In Search Of The Universal,
Invisible Church’ and “The Veiled Woman.’

If you would have no objections please let
me know. If you have any electronic copy of
thesetexts| will make arrangementsto get them,
otherwise | will just scan them in.

Thank you and God bless.

—Alabama
*kkkkk*k
Dear Bro. Cockrell,

Just anoteto say hello and tell you how much
| enjoy getting BBB. | am a member at Sover-
eign Grace Baptist Church in Georgia.

| really enjoyed your articles on scriptural
church organization. You helped me to better
understand this truth of God's Word.

—Georgia
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Dear Brother,

| am just home from the hospital, recuperat-
ing from kidney surgery so will drop you aline
concerning your paper which you have been kind
enough to send me for sometime now. | am a
pastor. | am 72 years old and was saved in 1950
and was ordained to preach in 1963 after having
served as a deacon, Sunday school teacher, and
superintendent, church treasurer and clerk.

Now | am alittle older and where | onceread
almost every thingin print, | now haveto choose
what | read and | am very happy to read your
paper, asitisfood for my soul. | agree with your
doctrinal stand, and 95 % of everything that |
have read in your paper, though | may not em-
phasize some points as much as some do.

| appreciate my good friend Roy Mitchell of

Continued on page 20
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By G. Russell Evans - Norfolk, Virginia

Whatever Happened to the
Other Scandals?

Ken Starr did a fine job with
M onicagate before the House Judiciary
Committee—irrefutable evidence, suave
demeanor and skillful repartee—but is
that all we get for $40 million and four
years of work?

OTHER SCANDALS

Whatever happened to the other scan-
dals? Chinagate where national defense
technology was sold to Communist
Chinaso the nation that callsthe United
States“ China’ smain enemy” could per-
fectitsICBMs. Filegatewhere FBI files
were illegally used against perceived
Clinton-Gore enemies. Travelgate
where loyal Travel Office employees
were smeared and fired so the Clintons
could hire their own friends. Canalgate
where Communist Chinese ally
Hutchison Whampoa was accepted as
“gatekeeper” of the Panama Canal in
violation of the Canal Treaties. IRSgate
where tax returns were used to intimi-
date Clinton-Gore opponents. Launder -
ing of money through legal defense
funds. Illegal campaign fund-raising ga-
lore from public buildings and from the
Buddhist Hsi Lai Templein Los Ange-
les.

These are extremely serious matters.
Didn’'t we taxpayers hire the special
prosecutor and Chairman Hyde to pro-
tect us? We mean breaches of national
security at the highest level—the sell-
ing of defensetechnology for campaign
contributions, illegal use of federal agen-
ciesand illegal fund-raising and money
laundering.

FOCUS ON MONICAGATE

The media have glossed over these
scandals, as have most Republican lead-
ers, particularly sincethe mid-term elec-
tions where they took a licking and the
Clinton popularity pollsrose. Thefocus
has been Monicagate and “sex only”
while downplaying the perjury, withess
tampering and obstruction of justice.
Except for Bob Barr and Gerald
Solomon, Republicans have been com-
pletely silent about these other scandals
that undermine the integrity and foun-
dation of the American system.

By their silence they are accepting
these crimes and therefore, the leaders
of both parties are accessories after the
fact and along with Ken Starr are cul-
pablefor not doing their duty. Our coun-
try must be governed by laws, not pub-
lic opinion polls.

With four years and $40 million,
there's no excuse for Monicagate only.
For example, within a few weeks,
Travelgate could have been handled. It
clearly involved misuse of the Justice

Department, The FBI and the IRS to
destroy the While House Travel Office
professionals by order of the First Lady.
Indeed, prompt action could have put the
skids on other Clinton-Gore outrages.

MISSILE GUIDANCE TO RED

CHINA

How could Ken Starr and our Con-
gresspossibly fail to givethevery high-
est priority to immediate and thorough
investigation of the known sale of mis-
sile-guidance technology to Communist
China in an apparent quid pro quo for
China s donation of two million dollars
to the 1996 Clinton-Gore reelection
campaign?

Art. 11, Sec. 4 of our Constitution re-
quires removal from office of the presi-
dent for treasonand bribery. Art. 11, Sec.
3 defines treason as “adhering to (our)
Enemies, giving them Aid and Com-
fort.”

Also involved are U.S. firms, Lora
Space and Communications and Hughes
Electronics, who donated millionsto the
Clinton-Gore campaign, got the waiver
and sold the missile technology. Said
President Clinton, “These donations do
not affect our policy toward China.” Said
Genera Eugene Habiger of the Strate-
gic Air Command, “Now China has a
missile capability that can reach most
of the United States.”

SHAMEFUL RETREAT

The shameful retreat of congressional
Republicans at the prospect of presiden-
tial impeachment is dereliction of
duty—and the announcement of Chair-
man Hyde not to seek morefactsisdis-
graceful. Equally disgraceful are the
other Republicanswho, beforethe el ec-
tions, were hot to examine evidence of
all impeachable offenses, but now, af-

ter the elections and polls, want to “put
thismatter behind us.” Thisisknown as
hypocrisy.

They do not have carte blanche to
fold their tent and depart. They are
bound by oath to “ support (this) Consti-
tution” (Art. VI). Their duty is clear.
Malfeasance and misfeasance are at
stake—and Ken Starr, Trent Lott and
Henry Hyde must not be allowed to set
precedents that undermine the office of
the presidency and the U.S. Congress.
It is imperative to tell them so—-em-
phatically!

Edmund Burke, English statesman
(1729-1797) had it right: “ He trespasses
against his duty who sleeps upon his
watch as well as he who goes over to
the enemy.” We have to wake up and
wake up Congress.

(Captain Evans is author of Death
Knell of the Panama Canal ?, $7.00 post-
paid, telephone 757-622-5583).

From the M ailbox
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Corbin, Ky. whom | suppose give you my name.
Clarence Walker was ever my friend, aswell as
Berlin Hisel, Bob Jones, Carl Saddler, Rosco
Brong, Norman Wells, Charles Ashcraft, and a
host of others whom | have been honored to
know and love as brethren.

Enclosed ismy check which please useto pay
for my paper, from the time you started sending
ittoaslong asit lastsand please notify mewhen
it is about to run out.

—Kentucky
*kkkkkk

God blessyou all, and those wonderful chil-
dren who work with you in thework of the Lord.

In Christ and His Truth,

—Tennessee
*kkkkkk
Brethren,

Enjoy the BBB and look forward to each
publication. Please renew our subscription.
Thank you so much and God bless the ministry
of His Word.

—Ohio

*kkkkkk
Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the
fat, drink the sweet, and send portionstothose
for whom nothingisprepared; for thisday is
holy to our LORD. Do not sorrow, for the joy

"I-I-I-l-l-l-l-l-I-l-lI-I-I-l-l-l-l-l-I-I-I-I-l-l-l-l-.\

I Coming in the next issue . . . I
| What's the Good News? by Rosco Brong |
| Prerequisitesto Spiritual Fruitfulness by Tom Ross |
| The I ndependency of God by Milburn Cockrell |
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of the LORD isyour strength” (Neh. 8:10).
Brother,
Thisiswhat your paper does for others.
—Illlinois
*kkkkkk
Please renew my subscription and also send
one to the address below.
| enjoy your paper very much and pray God
that you continue this very fine work.
Thanks and may God bless you and yours.
—Ohio
*kkkkkk
Dear Ministry,
| am a 19 year old very new Christian and
would love to receive a 1 year subscription to
your publication. | would be thankful for any
other material you are able to send.
—Canada
*kkkkkk
Bro. Cockrell,
| don’t know you well, nor do | know what
you believe on alot of things. However, | have
found myself drawn into adiscussion on author-
ity and succession. In the conversations, and
email | have received, your name has come up
often. If | understand your position correctly, you
believe authority is passed on from one church
to another. | understand you to believe that two
or three baptized people “CANNOT” just cov-
enant together and become a church. If my un-
derstanding is right, | SAY AMEN! | believe
proper church authority and succession are what
separates Baptistsfrom Protestants. | havefound
that there are some men | can no longer fellow-
ship with over this. Thank you for your stand on
the subject.

*kkkkkk
Sir,

Please remove my name, Joe D. Lorimor from
your mailing list.

In your Dec. 5, 1998 issue you have two ar-
ticles that are totally misleading.

Y ou either believe one or the other, not both.

Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures vs. Why
Join a Baptist church.

I, dear Sir, do believe in the inspiration of
the Holy Scriptures. Please point me to a verse
of Scripture where Jesus said “I will build the
Baptist church.” In Matt. 16:16 Jesus said, “I
will build MY church.” Soif the church belongs
to Him how can it wear any name but HIS.
Church of Christ (Church names what it is, of,
shows ownership, and Christ shows the Name
of the owner.) Acts 4:12 tells us that the Name
of Jesus Christ is above every name so how can
you call it the Baptist church

So, either Roy Mason is right and Christ
started the Baptist church or The Bible is the
Holy Inspired Word of God. You can not have
both. Twist it and turn it every and anyway you
want to, it doesn’t work, One or the other. | think
Paul said it well, “The churches of Christ greet
you.” Rom. 16:16 The old KJV says it well,
“The churches of Christ salute you.” If that old
KJV isright in everything else it has to be right
in that too. And where do you get off calling a
man “Reverend’ ?

Thank you,

—Joe D. Lorimor

Editor’s note: | received this letter from a
Campbellite. (oops! | amost said “aCampbellite
without any light”.

*khkkkkk

Dear Editor:

Wethank you for sending us your paper, The
Berea Baptist Banner.

It is full of lengthy articles, and when | be-
gan to read the article: “Christ on the Sabbath,”
| thought, Oh, no, do they believe asthe 7th Day
Adventist? As | read further, | realize you do
believe, that our Lord was resurrected the
“FIRST DAY,” and NOT the seventh.

—Canada

*khkkkk*x




