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The Church of Choice

By LarryJ. Killion
of Tacoma, Washington

Don’tattend the church of your choice
this weekend. Does that sound like a
funny statement to you, coming from a
Christian? Well, maybe it does but let’s
stop and think about it for a moment.
I'm a born again Christian. I was saved
by the grace of God through faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ and I sincerely believe
that a person should NOT attend the
church of his choice on the Lord’s Day.
Why do I say that? I say that because it
is our duty and responsibility to attend
worship services in the church of God’s
choice and worship His way (John 4:20-
24).

“Our fathers worshipped in
this mountain; and ye say, that in
Jerusalem is the place where men
ought to worship. Jesus saith unto her,
Woman, believe me, the hour cometh,

when ye shall
neither in this
mountain, nor

yet at Jerusalem,
worship the Fa-

ther. Ye wor-
ship ye know not
what: we know

what we worship:
for salvation is
of the Jews. But
the hour cometh, and now is, when
the true worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth: for the
Father seeketh such to worship him.
God is a Spirit: and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in
truth” (John 4:20-24).

Now, having said that, we must ask
ourselves the question, “What is the
church of Gods choice?” The answer
to this question may take some effort to

¢ (Continued on page 25)

The Brand New Year

By Raymond Bennett
of Ithaca, New York

Exodus 12:2: “This month shall be
unto you the beginning of months: it
shall be the first month of the year to
you.”

The last 400 years had gone from a
rather glorious beginning to a time of
misery. How they had fallen from the
glory of Joseph, who was second only
to Pharaoh and responsible for keeping
the children of Israel alive and well in
the midst of a seven year famine, having
such favor and prestige with the people
of Egypt.

Now they were slaves, burdened
under merciless task masters, subject toa
national law, a decree from Pharaoh that
every male child be killed. Interestingly
enough, as a part of the typology that
National Israel is, this is a foreshadowing
of Herod’s attempt to kill the “King of the
Jews” by killing all the boy babies under
2 years old. (Matt. 2:16)

God
the

But
thwarted
Devils  attempt
to destroy the
Messiah  through
Pharaohandraised
up a deliverer for
the Children of

Israel. And talk
about irony---He
used Pharaoh’s

daughter to raise him up, and Pharaoh’s
courts to train the very deliverer he
wanted to destroy.

Mark it down! You can go to the bank
with it! Those who go all out to thwart
the plan of God will find that God ends
up using them to fulfill His purposes!
That is what Jesus’ prayer was driving
at when He prayed, “Then said Jesus,
Father, forgive them; for they know
not what they do” (Luke 23:34). Those
men nailing Him to the cross, those men

who had been yelling “Crucify Him”
¢ (Continued on page 23)
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All Things New

By Milburn Cockrell
(1941 - 2002)

“And he that sat upon the throne
said, Behold, I make all things new. And
he said unto me, Write: for these words
are true and faithful” (Rev. 21:5).

Weliveinaworld where new thingsare
common. Every day we see new houses,
cars, new roads, and new inventions.
Some of these new inventions and
discoveries are a blessing and a benefit
to mankind while others are a blight and
a burden. Even in religious circles there
seems to be an ever-increasing stream
of new doctrines and new practices.
Some ministers, like the Athenians of
old, spend “their time in nothing else;
but either to tell, or to hear some new
thing” (Acts 17:21). But in doctrinal
matters what is true is not new, and what
is new in most cases is untrue.

A new world order is announced in
my text by Jesus Christ. The old order has

notbeenimproved,
but made new. The
old earth with its
vicissitudes, its
temptations, its
pains, and its death
are no more. The
former state of
things where sin
and death reigned
will be changed,
and this change will extend to “all
things.” Ever since sin entered the world
the Creator has been busy re-creating the
world in Christ Jesus. His eternal purpose
is the regeneration of the old creation.
ANEW MAN

One of the first works of God in re-
creating the world order is to make a
new man to replace the old Adamic man.
Those who are joined to Christ make
up a new race of people. “Therefore
¢ (Continued on page 22)

Feel-Good Religion

By Curtis Pugh
of Bocsa, Romania
“Judge not according to the
appearance, but judge righteous
judgment” (John 7:24).

Religious leaders, especially Arminians
of the modern sort, preach and their
people have learned to expect a “feel-
good” religion. Musical programs,
pleasant lighting, theatrical programs,
choreography, etc. all contribute to a
ticklingof the flesh. Pleasant positive words
of encouragement constitute most Sunday
morning sermons---a sort of religious pep
rally to keep the people feeling good. But
this is not limited to only the Arminian
sects. All these kinds of things cater to the
“feel-good” religion that fleshly men crave.
Modern man, Americans es‘peciaﬂy,
are geared to instant gratification and
demand no less from their churches and
religious experiences. The worldly saying,
“If it feels good, do it” has been adapted by
those involved in popular “Christianity”

The idea prevails
that if what is
said and done “in
church”  makes
you feel good, it
must be good and
right.

While we de-
plore both such a
religious attitude
and its consequent
actions, such things are to be expected
from those who have only a form of
religion. What is of greater concern is
that this attitude has spilled over into
the thinking of many who should know
better---many who seem to have learned
Christ in a true experience of free and
sovereign grace.

Thedangeristhatpeopleareapttojudge
both truth and spirituality based solely on
whether or not they feel good about it.
Shall we judge whether or not to sit at the
feet of a pastor because his preaching or

¢ (Continued on page 24)

Know when you are well off.
One would think that this was a very elementary knowledge, and yet many are so given to change that they
are never satisfied. They run under the spout to get out of the rain, and leave home to wander in the bush.

“Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content” (Philippians 4:11).
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if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new” (II
Cor. 5:17). “For in Christ Jesus neither
circumcision availeth any thing, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creature”
(Gal. 6:15). In regeneration the old man
is not remade. Man is born anew, not
altered, or influenced, or reinvigorated,
or reformed.

In salvation man receives a new birth,
he is “born from above” (John 3:3) and
becomes a “new man, which after God
is created in righteousness and true
holiness” (Eph. 4:24). He has new views
of God, the Bible, prayer, and the church.
He has new views of this world and the
world to come. He has new views of truth
and duty. He sees everything in a new
aspect and with new feelings. Because
of this new outlook on life the new man
walks “in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). He
acts from new principles, by new rules,
with new ends in mind. He chooses new
paths to walk in and new companions to
walk with.

The Milburn Cockrell who once lived
in this body does not live here any more.
The Milburn my old associates once
knew has been crucified with Christ.
In his place lives a new Milburn, a new
man, a new creature of the Holy Spirit.
The old Milburn was a servant of sin;
the new Milburn is a servant of Christ. I
must confess that I am not today what I
want to be. I am not what I am going to
be, but I thank God I am not what I used
to be!

ANEW HEART

By the mysterious process we call
regeneration the sinner receives a new
heart. In Ezekiel 36:26 Jehovah declared:
“A new heart also will I give you.” This
is a new disposition vastly different from
what it was before. It is the Divine nature
of which believers partake. This is a
heart transplant done solely by the Great
Physician. Converting grace removes the
heart of stone and replaces it with a heart
of flesh---a soft and tender heart which
is capable of spiritual exercises. Such a
person is said to believe in Christ with all
his heart (Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:9-10).

This great change is necessitated
by the condition of mans heart by
nature. Jeremiah 17:9 tells us: “The
heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked” The problem
with the lost sinner is stated in Acts
8:21: “For thy heart is not right in the
sight of God” Our corrupt hearts are
the factories of the Devil. ©. .out of the
heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornications, murders,
Thefts, covetousness, wickedness,
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye,
blasphemy, pride, foolishness” (Mark
7:21-22). Even if the very gates of Hell

were shut up for a time, our evil nature
would still be fertile and produce the
fruit of Hell. This is the reason man must
be given “a new heart.”

A NEW SPIRIT

The unsaved man has a spirit, but
this human spirit is dead because it is
“alienated from the life of God” (Eph.
4:18). Jude 19 describes such persons as
those “having not the Spirit,” meaning
they have not “the Spirit of life” (Rom.
8:2). In relation to spiritual life the
natural man is like a dead man to the
objects around him (Eph. 2:1). A corpse
sees not, feels not, and hears not. Even
so of the unregenerate man. He has no
interest in eternal realities. Apart from
the grace of God all spiritual functions
are impossible. Until his human spirit is
joined to the Divine Spirit, he is void of
spiritual life and actions.

In regeneration God gives a new
spirit: “A new spirit will I put within
you” (Ezek. 36:26). Such a person is a
partaker of “the Holy Spirit” (Heb. 6:4).
The Spirit of truth comes to indwell each
believer as a teacher, guide, and sanctifier.
The believer’s body becomes “the temple
of the Holy Ghost” (I Cor. 6:19). Even
the unconverted man can see that the
renewed man has “another spirit with
him” (Num. 14:24). “Now if any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none
of his” (Rom. 8:9).

ANEW ROBE

Have you ever seen a poor person
who had on clothes so dirty that you
could have stood them in the corner if he
had pulled them off? More than likely,
I would say that you have seen such a
person as this at some time in the course
of your life. Man by nature is just like the
street bum. He is “clothed with filthy
garments” (Zech. 3:3). “The old man”
is “corrupt according to the deceitful
lusts” (Eph. 4:22). Even “the garment
spotted by the flesh” (Jude 23) is only a
fig-leaf apron (Gen. 3:7) to hide the spirit
which is “wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked” (Rev. 3:17).
What an awful wretch fallen man is!

Just as the best robe was put upon
the returning prodigal (Luke 15:22),
even so God puts a new robe upon the
repenting rebel. In Zechariah 3:3-4
we see what happens to the sinner in
salvation: “Now Joshua was clothed
with filthy garments, and stood before
the angel. And he answered and spake
unto those that stood before him,
saying, Take away the filthy garments
from him. And unto him he said,
Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to
pass from thee, and I will clothe thee
with change of raiment” The giving of
a new robe causes the sinner to rejoice
with joy unspeakable. Isaiah wrote: “I
will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my
soul shall be joyful in my God; for he
hath clothed me with the garments
of salvation, he hath covered me with
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom

decketh himself with ornaments, and
as a bride adorneth herself with her
jewels” (Isa. 61:10).

ANEW NAME

It was not unusual for God to give a
person a new name in Bible times. The
name of Abram was changed to Abraham
(Gen. 17:5). Sarai’s name was changed to
Sarah (Gen. 17:15). Jacob’s name was
changed to Israel (Gen. 32:28). There is
a sense in which God changed the names
of persons who are spiritually adopted.
To regenerate Israel God promised a new
name: “Thou shalt be called by a new
name, which the mouth of the LORD
shall name” (Isa. 62:2).

In Revelation 3:12 Jesus promised
the overcomer a new name: “And I will
write upon him my new name.” It is
foolish to speculate as to what this name
is, for the Savior says it is “a new name
written, which no man knoweth saving
he that receiveth it” (Rev. 2:17). This
new name is a secret between Christ
and the believer. While there is much we
cannot know about it, we can be certain
it is a name of honor and happiness, a
promotion and a glory to the bearer for
ever. No man or fallen angel can ever
deprive a saint of this name, or take it
from him.

ANEW SONG

We hear lots of singing today. Most
of this singing appeals to the flesh. The
songs we hear come from the mouth, not
the heart. Worldly songs are filled with
brutality, sexual impurity, and riotous
living. Even religious singing tends to
gratify the Adamic man more than it
infuses grace into the new man. So-called
religious songs are sung to a worldly tune
and consist of unscriptural words. Just
about all modern singing, religious or
otherwise, is what the Bible calls “the
song of fools” (Eccl. 7:5). Godless men
sin against God and sing to the glory of
Satan as they walk down the broad road
which leads to destruction.

When God makes all things new in a
man he “puts a new song in his mouth,
even praise unto our God” (Ps. 40:3).
This is a song of praise from the heart,
not the head. A new-born babe yearns
to engage in “psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in”
his “heart to the Lord” (Col. 3:16). His
testimony is: “The LORD is my strength
and song” (Ex. 15:2).

Bless God for a salvation which brings
us into a new world and puts a new song
of praise in our mouth. How sweet to sing
the old songs of Zion with tear-filled eyes
unto our Redeemer! But even our best
praise on earth is imperfect and tainted
by sin. Because of doubts and fears we
are made at times to cry out: “How shall
we sing the LORD’S song in a strange
land?” (Ps. 137:4). How can we sing
filled with sorrow because of indwelling
sin? How can we sing so far from our
heavenly home? But sing we must to

¢ (Continued on page 23)
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the God of glory. Yet one day before too
long we shall sing the melodious songs of
the Blessed (Rev. 5:9). “When this poor
lisping, stammering tongue. . .Lies silent
in the grave. . Then in a nobler, sweeter
song. . .I'll sing Thy power to save.
ANEW COMMANDMENT

While on earth Jesus Christ gave to
His disciples a new commandment: “A
new commandment I give unto you,
That ye love one another; as I have
loved you, that ye also love one another.
By this shall all men know that ye are
my disciples, if ye have love one to
another” (John 13:34-35).

Thisisnotcalledanew commandment
because there had never existed before
a commandment which required love
for our fellowman. The law in Leviticus
19:18 said we were to love our neighbor
as ourselves. What Christ gave was a
renewed commandment which had
existed from the beginning (I John 2:7).
It was the second great commandment
of the Law of Moses, yet because it is
also one of the great commandments of
the New Testament, it is called a new
commandment. It is like an old book in
a new edition corrected and enlarged.

The commandment of Christ in John
13:34-35 is a new commandment since
never before had any body of men been
known and distinguished by brotherly
love, alove which was to be like the love of
Christ for us. Christians are to be known,
not by the distinction of wealth, or fame,
or learning, but by a tender and loving
affection for each other. This brotherly
love is to surmount all distinctions of
color, country, and creed.

ANEW HOME

The born-again man is in this world
but not of it. In this old low land of sin
and sorrow he is a pilgrim and a stranger
(I Pet. 2:11). He seeks the Celestial City
in the Better Country. He longs for the
Father’s house of many mansions which
Jesus promised (John 14:1-3). He desires
to depart and to be with Christ and the
spirits of just men made perfect. He sighs
for the golden streets and the jasper walls
of the New Jerusalem.

He cares not for earthly wealth and
fame. His earthly house means very
little to him in comparison to his future
heavenly abode. John B. Summers said:

“A tent or a cottage why should I care?
They're building a palace for me over there;
Though exiled from home, yet still I may sing:
All glory to God, I'm a child of the King”
Still another expressed it in this
manner:
“I need no mansion here below,
For Jesus said, “That I could go
To a home beyond the clouds not made with
hands”

As of yet I have never seen my new

home in the Father’s house. I am sure that

its radiance out shines the sun at high-
noon! I am confident nothing on earth
could compare with its beauty! At death
I shall leave my old earthly dwelling place
to go to my heavenly home. Oh, God,
please hasten the day when I shall move
higher up!
ANEW BODY

Mortal man dwells at present in “a
house of clay, whose foundation is in the
dust” (Job 4:19). One day this earthly
tabernacle shall be dissolved (II Cor. 5:1).
This old body that we spent so much time
feeding and caring for in this life will
return to the dust from whence it was
taken (Eccl 12:7). This corruptible body,
this body of sin, is destined to become
food for the skin worms (Job 19:26; Acts
12:23). Truly, I may say “to corruption,
Thou art my father: to the worm, Thou
art my mother, and my sister” (Job
17:14). The body is a borrowed house
for the temporary residence of the soul.
Daily the soul looks for the Master to
come and call it away.

We are not always going to have these
old vile bodies. One day God will make
us a new body to take the place of this
old decaying body. When Christ comes
at the Rapture He “shall change our
vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto his glorious body” (Phil. 3:21).
“As we have borne the image of the
earthly, we shall also bear the image of
the heavenly” (I Cor. 15:49). Oh, hasten
the time when “death is swallowed up
in victory” (I Cor. 15:54), and we are
completely “conformed to the image of
his Son” (Rom. 8:29).

CONCLUSION

John tells us of Christ: “All things
were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was
made” (John 1:3). Mark the words
“All things” This means rocks, rivers,
mountains, stars, moons, suns, seas, men,
animals, forests, and plains were made
by the Creator. All were originally made
by Him, and they still bear some trace
of His power and Godhead. At first all
things were made “very good.” But sin
entered the world and death by sin. Since
the fall sin has marred and mutilated the
face of all things. There remains but a few
fragments which show how beautiful the
earth once was.

The Creator did not purpose to leave
the earth and its inhabitants in a state
of ruin. No! The Creator came forth as
a Regenerator. He rose up to re-make
it all anew. His eternal purpose is to
harmonize all its discords and to remove
the foul blot which sin dropped upon
Eden. He is presently in the process of
making a new race of people to live in a
new world. His work will not be finished
until He “create new heavens and a new
earth” (Isa. 65:17).

Oh, blessed time when all things
originally made are made new! Then
the dewdrop on every acre of grass shall
sparkle with His love and goodness. The

earth itself shall be the bright jewel on
which His name is engraven. The tree
of life shall show whatever beauty it can
borrow from His smile. All animate and
inanimate nature shall lift up its voice
in ceaseless praise. The sun shall have
no spot, the sky no cloud, the year no
autumn, and the earth no graves. Then we
shall see the evidence of the fulfillment of
these words: “Behold, I make all things
new.

Sinner, Jesus Christ has made “a new
and living way” (Heb. 10:20) back to the
tree of life (Rev. 22:2). This is the last way
that will ever be opened to sinners. The
person who refuses to enter this way is
for ever excluded from the new creation.
And it is death to attempt to come to
God in your own way. The life-giving
Redeemer is the “new and living way”
Have you entered this way?
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were actually fulfilling the determinate
counsel of God.

Eighty years later, after Moses’ forty
years in Pharaoh’s court and then forty
years on the “back side of the desert)
the Children of Israel found themselves
crying out to God for mercy and
deliverance. There is good reason for
this in God’s ultimate plan. Up until
this point, even though there had been
a universal knowledge of God and,
especially through the line of Abraham
and much personal contact with God,
there had been little to no realization of
depravity, and God was not known of a
“personal” basis.

At this point in time, the typology
of Israel has only pictured the
eternal foreknowledge (ie: personal
acquaintance)ineternity past (Ephesians
1:4: According as he hath chosen us
in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love:);
the covenant promise to and through
Abraham (“I am the God of Abraham
and..”), and the “pre-salvation” state
of depravity, that is to say bondage in

slavery to sin.

The very term “redemption” carries
with it the concept of previous ownership
and a lost, helpless position of the one to
be redeemed. This is where Israel was.
But God sent a deliverer/redeemer in
Moses and in the Passover Lamb.

The Passover Lamb pictures the
sacrificial, vicarious substitute of an
innocent redeemer, laying down His
life in the place of the one who should
die (“No man taketh it from me, but I
lay it down of myself. I have power to
lay it down, and I have power to take
it again. This commandment have I
received of my Father” [John 10:18])
and the resultant claim the redeemer
has upon the redeemed by virtue of
purchase. For example, during the years
of slave ownership in our country, it was
not unusual for someone to buy a slave,
thus having the right to do as he pleased
with the slave, and then deliberately set
him free. Nevertheless, the freed slave
forever owed a debt of gratitude to
whoever had redeemed him.

Perhaps an even better illustration
is that of Ruth and Boaz. Boaz was the
“kinsman redeemer” for Ruth. There
was another possible redeemer before
Boaz to whom Boaz offered the chance
to redeem Ruth, but that redeemer
would not do so because he would have
also become responsible for Ruth. He
feared losing his earthly inheritance.
Boaz desired and took full responsibility
for Ruth.

There is a reverse lesson here, too.
How many men and women reject the
redemption by Christ because they
prefer their earthly inheritance?

The Exodus experience, Moses’
encounters with Pharaoh, the Passover,
and the exodus from Egypt all picture
the change from bondage to new life.
Things are different now! The instant
pursuit by Pharaoh pictures for us the
instant counter attempts by the world,
the flesh and the devil to gain back what
they have lost. There is an indefinite
period between salvation and baptism,
a period in which the candidate must
demonstrate a credible evidence of
salvation, during which time he will
also encounter some serious obstacles,
challenging his newly obtained faith.
This period varies in length according to
various cultures and situations.

The children of Israel had to
demonstrate their faithand commitment
by obeying the commands of God,
through Moses, and by following the
pillar of fire/smoke through the
wilderness to the shores of the Red Sea.
Those who feared the yet uncertain
future, or who preferred the “leeks, and
the onions, and the garlic” of Egypt (i.e.:
the world), despite the slavery, were free
to remain in Egypt or turn back.

Those who came to John the Baptist
had toshow thefruitof repentancebefore

¢ (Continued on page 24)
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John would baptize them. “Bring forth
therefore fruits worthy of repentance,
and begin not to say within yourselves,
We have Abraham to our father: for
I say unto you, That God is able of
these stones to raise up children unto
Abraham” (Luke 3:8).

During the early years of the church
there was very little doubt about true
repentance and Dbelief, because to
confess Christ would automatically put
the believer in a position to be severely
persecuted, even to being thrown to the
lions or used as Nero’s street lights. Pre-
baptism examination was rarely an issue.
We have lost that feature today, in part
because our baptisms are not the “public
testimony” affairs they once were. We no
longer baptize in the creek, but rather in
the baptistrybuiltinto our chapel. Rarely
does the candidate invite friends and
family to the baptismal service. Modern
baptismal services are more of a private
affair within the church membership.

After the popularization  of
Christianity by Constantine (313 AD)
it became necessary for some serious
examination before baptism. During
the so-called “dark ages” (313 AD to
well after the Reformation), and even
into the 19" century in this country,
scriptural baptism and entrance into
one of the Lord’s true churches still
required pre-baptism  examination,
but to present oneself for baptism was
also a pretty good sign of real belief
because of the persecution by Rome,
and even by the reformers. Most of the
time scriptural baptism necessitated
re-baptism because, then and now, the
baptism of an unauthorized or apostate
church was invalid. To be re-baptized
would be seen as an insult to the
church that had originally baptized the
candidate. For a pastor or deacon board
to accept unauthorized or seriously
questionable baptism only means a
switch in church attendance without
requiring the necessary confession and
commitment.

This is what incited the persecution
by Rome and the Reformers, and this is
what stands in the way of a lot of people
who might otherwise believe today. It
takes a tremendous amount of grace,
humility and submission to admit that
the baptism one has received, or even
administered in some cases, is invalid
because the church authorizing the
baptism is either itself unauthorized or
has lost its authority through apostasy.

Unfortunately, many of even our
Baptist brethren have forgotten the
struggles of our forefathers and neglected
this important fact. They accept baptism
from most anywhere as long as the
candidate has been immersed in a pond
somewhere by someone, neglecting to

be sure of the scriptural validity. The
consequences are far reaching! For
instance, I can put on a policeman’s
uniform, act like a policeman, and
patrol the streets, even make arrests. But
any arrests that I would make would
be invalidated by virtue of my lack of
authority. If that lack of authority was
not discovered, and a number of people
had been fined or jailed, whenever my
lack of authority was discovered it would
invalidate all those sentences, the people
would be free, and the courts liable to
extensive law suits. Have we done this in
many of our churches?

This brings us back to Israel at the Red
Sea. In 1 Corinthians 10:1-2 Paul likens
the crossing of the Red Sea to baptism.
“Moreover, brethren, I would not that
ye should be ignorant, how that all our
fathers were under the cloud, and all
passed through the sea; And were all
baptized unto Moses in the cloud and
in the sea’

From this point on, Israel was a new
and distinct nation. Figuratively, they
had been cleansed and freed of the old
life and now embarked on a new life.
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he
is a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become
new” (II Cor. 5:17). They were making
a new start. The Lord assigned this event
to be the beginning of the year for them,
a “New Year” if you please.

The New Year is traditionally
celebrated as a “new start] a time to
make “New Year’s resolutions, vowing to
“do better” next year.

He came to my desk with a quivering lip, the
lesson was done,
“Have you a new sheet for me, dear teacher?
I've spoiled this one.
I took his sheet, all soiled and blotted, and gave
him a new one all unspotted.
And into his tired heart I cried, “Do better now,
my child”
I went to the throne with a trembling heart, the
day was done.
“Have you a new day for me, dear Master? I've
spoiled this one”
He took my day, all soiled and blotted, and gave
me a new one all unspotted.
And into my tired heart he cried, “Do better
now, my child.
- (One of many versions of a poem by
Kathleen Wheeler.)

Paul relates to this in Romans 6: 4:
“Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life.”

Baptism or New Year, we are making
a fresh start. Let us, therefore, like Paul,
release the past while not forgetting
the lessons learned. Let us release the
past, not resting on our laurels and past
achievements. Let us release the past,
not clinging to hurts, sins and grievances
that have been (or should have been)
long since forgotten and forgiven.

As an illustration, if one gets close
enough to me and examines my face, he
might still see two scars inflicted by past
injuries. I actually grew a mustache for a
while to hide one of them. The scars will
always be there, and to a limited extent
the pain and memories are still there.
But the scars have long since faded.
Anyone must deliberately and diligently
search to find them. There is no need
to do so! They do not impede my life or
ministry in any way. How I got those
scars is unimportant! Those persons or
events that inflicted those scars have
long since passed away, been forgiven or
been forgotten.

Likewise, the sins of my past, those
of serious nature and those of ignorance,
have long since been forgiven and
forgotten. God has forgiven them, any
person that needed to know of them has
forgiven them and no one else has the
authority, or any business trying to bring
them up again---Including Satan!

Let us therefore go forth into this
new year like David of old, or like
Peter, repentant (which includes
the commitment to “sin no more”),
forgiven, and walking in newness of life,
unimpeded by the unforgiving hearts of
self-righteous believers who prefer to
cling to pseudo hurts of the past, or who
feel that their judgment is better than
Gods. Oh how we, especially Baptists,
restrict and reject men who would be of
great service in our churches except that
we still hold against them what God has
forgiven and forgotten.

Let us go forth like David and Peter,
having made our contrite confession,
having shed our bitter tears, now
unimpeded by our own unbelieving
failure to accept God’s forgiveness or to
forgive ourselves. As David and Peter
were still used to be mighty in the service
of God, as Paul was forgiven of his great
sin and used as a mighty servant of God,
let us go on. Perchance God will be
pleased to use us as mighty servants of
God in the spheres in which we live and
serve.

Many who read this message today
cannot start from the point of David
or Peter or Paul. They must go all the
way back to Israel in bondage and
slavery to sin in Egypt. Are you one of
them? You must first come through the
“Passover Lamb’, Jesus Christ. Just as
those in the time of the Passover were
required to apply the blood of the lamb
to the doorposts of their houses---and
stay inside the house that night---you
must apply, by faith, the blood of Jesus
Christ, “For even Christ our passover
is sacrificed for us” to your life.

Those believers made a commitment,
a commitment that, even though they
often wandered from it, still controlled
their lives from then on. Will you make
that commitment now?

Feel-Good Religion

(Continued from page 21) ¢

his personality or his demeanor causes us
to feel good about him? Certainly a pastor
ought to be trustworthy and the members
of his church ought to feel secure about
him---in a certain measure---but is the
feeling he engenders in us the scales on
which he should be judged? And shall
we judge whether or not to attend this
church or that church based on whether
or not the program and activities cause
us to feel good? It is not commonplace
after Sunday morning meeting to see and
hear members congratulating each other,
as well as those who had a part in the
musical performances and their pastors
on “a beautiful service?” How long since
members have left the meetinghouse with
tear-filled eyes and hearts broken over
their own or the spiritual condition of
others?

Even greater is the danger of accepting
or rejecting a doctrine or practice based
on whether or not we feel good about it.
Certainly attendance can be enlarged if
the services are well programmed and
pleasing to the eye, the ear, etc., in such a
way as to make the attendees feel good.
But the teaching of the Word of God, i.e.
doctrine, is not designed to make people
feel good! And woe to us when we so
engineer the things taught and preached--
-and those not taught or preached---so as
to make the congregation feel good!

Our Lord was a man of sorrows and His
immediate followers were also acquainted
with grief. Do we dare to think that we
have found a better way than that way in
which He and His immediate disciples
walked? God help us if we have.

The Scripture quoted at the beginning
of this brief article teaches us that outward
thing--- including the size and popularity
of our church, etc.---are not the criteria by
which either our actions or our beliefs are
to be judged. Judgment must be based on
truth and truth is to be found in the Word
of God, taken in context, and allowed to
say what it says---period.

In my youth we sang a chorus that
said in part, “There is more to life than
fun, there are victories to be won, Give
me powet, every hour, to be true” I don't
suppose that is sung today. It is too out of
step with “feel good” religion.

Is your estimation of truth and religion
based on “fun” and whether or not you “feel
good” about it? You may be on the “feel
good” path that leads to eventual eternal
separation from God. Think about it.

Must Jesus bear the cross alone,
And all the world go free?
No, there’s a cross for every one,
And there’s a cross for me.

The lowly and despised Son of God
said, %..come take up the cross, and
follow me” (Mark 10:21).
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tried” (Rev. 2:10).

CELLBLOCKTO CELLBLOCK

By David G. Hoffman
Encouragement and thoughts from a prisoner to other

prisoners and readers.

“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold,
the devil shall cast some of you into prison , that ye may be

_—

East to West

Greetings, grace, and peace to you,
dear reader. T hope all is well with each of
you.

As for me, I'm still working in the
kitchen---although on the first shift
again. I never really liked the second
shift, I kind of felt like an outsider. So the
first shot I got at getting back on the first
shift T jumped at it. The first shift feels
like “home” I don’t know what it is; it’s
just a better fit for me.

My old co-worker on first shift is
about to be moved to the Officer’s Dining
Room (ODR) in a few weeks. When he
is moved I'll be taking his place on the
Cook’s Floor. Going right back to what I
was doing before I jumped ship to second
shift.

Until then I'm helping out in the
bakery. Baking is fun and I enjoy it. Truth
be told, if T hadn’t already given my word
on going back to the cook’s floor I'd just
stay in the bakery full-time. The head
baker just got a parole date and will be
going home soon.

The college semester has ended and I
won't be registering for the next one. I'll
be sitting out a semester or two while I
wait for the Culinary Arts course, again.

If you've been reading this column for
a while you know I was removed from
the culinary class roster because I was in
college academic classes. So I must sit out
on academics until I go to the culinary
vocational class.

Mydreamistobeachef.Ican’t explain
the passion I have for cooking. I've loved
to cook since I was a kid and my mom
tried to get me to go to culinary school
back then but I wasn't trying to hear it.
Then all these years later an overheard
conversation in a prison dorm reignited
the spark and the Lord has allowed it to
flourish.

Now I eat, sleep, and breathe cooking.
I read cooking books like other prisoners
read novels. The Professional Chef, from
the Culinary Institute of America; The
Fundamental Techniques of Classic Cuisine,
from The French Culinary Institute;
Professional Cooking, Professional Baking,
and Le Cordon Bleu Complete Techniques,
from Le Cordon Bleu---LArt Culinaire
all reside in my locker box and are all well
read, studied, highlighted, bookmarked,
and generally feasted upon in every spare
moment.

Yes, my dream is to be a chef.

Please continue to pray for me, dear
reader, as I study my cooking books, try
to be the best cook/baker I can be in
here, and continue down this path they
call prison.

FAKAKK

The New Year is upon us and its
traditional (dare I say, superstitional?) to
vow to change some aspect of our lives in
the beginning of the year. How many of
us have vowed to diet, stop a bad habit, or
get “right” with the Lord as part of a New
Year’s resolution?

Okay, everyone put your hands down.
I know we've all done it. But those of us
who are in God’s grace should know--
-1 say “should” because a lot of us don't
realize or forget---that we can change
our bad habits (sin) any minute of any
day of the year. We don’t have to wait
for New Year’s Eve to make a vow that is
forgotten by the end of the month. We all
sin: . .J am carnal, sold under sin. For
that which I do I allow not: for what I
would, that do I not; but what I hate,
that do I” (Rom. 7:14-15).

Who wrote that? the Apostle Paul.
And if he was “sold under sin,” then the
rest of us ought to be ashamed to look in
the mirror. Our sin is so transparent.

There is a song on Christian radio by
Casting Crowns, East to West, that has
the following line in it:

“I feel like I'm just one mistake away
from You leaving me this WAY..”

Have you ever felt that way? I sure
have, more often than I care to recall.
But I know that as long as I stay in this
human body that I'm going to sin---it’s
a part of my human side. I'm not saying
that being human gives us a license to sin,
but it is unavoidable: “O wretched man
that I am!” (Rom. 7:24).

However, there is some relief from this
human malady that Adam cast upon us:
“Who shall deliver me from the body
of this death?” (Rom. 7:24).

Thereis nota pill, or potion, or therapy
that can cure us of this sin sickness. But
there is a Physician Who can wipe away
all the cancerous blight: “I thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom.
7:25).

I thank God that when I do sin He is
there by my side to convict me of it, pick
me up from where I've fallen, and put my
feet back on solid ground. I don’t have
to worry that I'm just one mistake away
from Him leaving me that way.

“The LORD is my rock, and my

fortress, and my deliverer: my God,
my strength, in whom I will trust;
my buckler (shield) and the horn of
my salvation, and my high tower” (Ps.
18:2).

And when I find myself face down in
the hog pen of the world eating husks,
instead of the fatted calf; He gently guides
me back to His righteousness through
His grace. (See Luke 15:11-23)

The most beautiful aspect about this
thing of grace is that we don’t have to
wait for a certain day to claim this sin
cleansing grace. We who are the saved
only have to: “(Go) boldly unto the
throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need” (Heb. 4:16).

It is my prayer for you, dear reader,
that you keep in mind that anytime you
need mercy and grace in the new year, no
matter what day it is, that you take heed
to go boldly unto the throne of grace---
for there, and there only, are mercy and
grace to be found, every day of the year.

FAAAK

Krystal Ruthann, congratulations on
your marriage. May the Lord bless you
and your new husband’s life together. I
love you with all my heart and miss you
dearly!

Bro. Jeff & family, yall are in my
thoughts and prayers daily. I love you
guys very much; you continue to be an
answer to my prayers.

;W%nﬁ EMD _',.—}iL = At
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discern. First of all we must go to God’s
Holy Word, the Bible, and study the
characteristics of the churches described
therein. Aswe study the New Testament
we notice that it has reference to various
local assemblies such as the church at
Corinth, Rome, Thessalonica, Philippi,
those in the region of Galatia and so on.
Acts 15:41 says, “And he went through
Syria and Cilicia, confirming the
churches” (plural).

Since the Bible is inspired by God, let
us rest assured that the epistles or letters
written to and about these churches
are true and that God was pleased
to recognize them as true churches
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Along with
that is also the fact that the Apostle’s
instruction to them in regard to church
administration is sound doctrine. What
Paul wrote regarding the churches of
the New Testament in other words, is
in accord with the perfect will of God.
“All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works” (II Tim. 3:16-17).

One of the first things we notice about
the churches of the New Testament is

that their members were all baptized
believers. By this we mean that they
believed that Christ was and is the
eternal Son of God and God the Son. He
was born of a virgin and lived a perfect
and sinless life on this earth. He then
willingly went to the cross of Calvary and
laid down His life as a sacrificial Lamb to
pay the sin debt of undeserving sinners.
After His death on the cross He was
buried and three days and three nights
later, just like He said He would do, He
got up alive again from the dead. He
arose victorious over the grave and then
ascended up to heaven and is now with
God the Father interceding for those for
whom He died. “Then they that gladly
received his word were baptized: and
the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls”
(Acts 2:41). “And as they went on their
way, they came unto a certain water:
and the eunuch said, See, here is water;
what doth hinder me to be baptized?
And Philip said, If thou believest
with all thine heart, thou mayest. And
he answered and said, I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And
he commanded the chariot to stand
still: and they went down both into the
water, both Philip and the eunuch; and
he baptized him. And when they were
come up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord caught away Philip, that the
eunuch saw him no more: and he went
on his way rejoicing” (Acts 8:36-39).

Afterreceiving the gospel and claiming
Christ as their Savior, New Testament
believers were immersed in water as an
act of faith and thereby they became
members of the local assembly that
authorized their baptism. Since baptism
is a church ordinance we are reminded
of the importance of church authority
and being in the church of God’s choice.
Where did these churches in the New
Testament come from and where did
they get the “church Authority” of
which we speak? Who gave them this
authority? From where did it come? To
answer these questions, please try and
understand carefully the following line
of reasoning.

There was a man sent from God who’s
name was John. “There was a man
sent from God, whose name was John”
(John 1:6). God sent him to baptize
and to prepare the way of the Lord.
“He said, I am the voice of one crying
in the wilderness, Make straight the
way of the Lord, as said the prophet
Esaias. And I knew him not: but he
that sent me to baptize with water,
the same said unto me, Upon whom
thou shalt see the Spirit descending,
and remaining on him, the same is he
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.
And I saw, and bare record that this is
the Son of God” (John 1:23, 33-34).

The Lord called him John “The Baptist”
because that is what he did. “John

¢ (Continued on page 26)
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America’s Oldest
African American Church

By Thomas Ray

The founding of the First African
Baptist Church of Savannah, Georgia,
in 1788, is a story stranger than fiction.
George Liele, the famous black preacher
and missionary to Jamaica, had managed
to gather a small group of converted
slaves in the Savannah area. When Liele
departed to Jamaica in 1783, he left his
little congregation under the care of one
of his converts, Andrew Bryan. Bryan’s
owner was in sympathy with his ministry
and allowed him to build a small house of
worship on his property.

However, there were certain white
people in Savannah who, fearing the
preaching of the gospel would lead to an
uprising, were opposed to the assembling
of black people without the presence
of a white person. Their hostility
to Bryan and his
congregation resulted
in many members
being  inhumanely
beaten, whipped, and
imprisoned. Andrew
Bryan and his brother,
Sampson, a deacon,
were so cruelly cut
and their backs so
lacerated that their
blood ran down.
Andrew lifted up
his hands to heaven
and declared to his
persecutors that he
rejoiced not only to
be whipped, but also 1 |ff |
to freely suffer death '
for the cause of Jesus
Christ.

Several sympathetic whites informed
Bryan that if he could persuade a white
Baptist minister to officially organize his
church and ordain him to the Baptist
ministry, it would help legitimatize
him and his church. Bryan enlisted the
assistance of his fellow black preacher,
Jessie Peter, who explained to Abraham
Marshall that blacks in Savannah were
suffering for their faith. Marshall, a
renowned evangelist and pastor, was
always fearless in his Master’s cause. Not
fearing the wrath of man, he traveled
by horseback 165 miles from Kiokee,
Georgia, to Savannah and met with
Andrew Bryan.

After examining the candidates, and
assisted by Jessie Peter, he baptized 45
persons of color and formed them and
others previously baptized into a church,
with the newly ordained Andrew Bryan
as their pastor. Marshall gave the church
two certificates. The first certificate
constituted the little plantation mission
as an official Christian church and the

i P

second was the
ordination of
Andrew  Bryan
as a minister of
the gospel. This
remarkable event
was made even
more remarkable
by the fact that
Andrew Bryan was
between 65 and 70
years of age at the time of his ordination.
In 1790, Bryan was able to purchase
his freedom and eventually purchase the
freedom of his wife and only daughter.
The same year, Andrew also purchased
property in Savannah and, through the
sacrificial efforts of these humble Baptist
slaves, they erected a meetinghouse.
Beginning with 67 members in 1788,
the church increased to 250 by 1790, and
by the year 1800, the
church could boast
over 800 members.

it
i,

The  growth  of
this slave church
"t s phenomenal.

However, when you
consider that all the
church members,
including the pastor
and deacons, were
required to have
written  permission
in order to attend the
church services, their
4 growth was truly
181 | & miraculous.
1] Bryan’s person-
b © al evangelism and
% the training of co-
laborers to minister
to the slaves’ spiritual needs on their
particular plantation was the primary
reason for the church’s growth. Bryan’s
faithfulness and Christian character
gained him the support of many who had
been violently opposed to his ministry.
In 1800, Bryan wrote Dr. John Rippon,
“We enjoy the rights of conscience to
a valuable extent, worshipping in our
families and preaching three times every
Lord’s Day, baptizing frequently from 10
to 20 at a time in the Savannah (River),
and administering the sacred Supper,
not only without molestation, but in the
presence, and with the approbation and
encouragement of many of the white
people”

On October 1, 1812, around 90 plus
years of age, this grand old champion
of the faith rested from his labors. It is
estimated that over 5,000 attended his
tuneral. (Baptist Bible Tribune, Jan. 2009,
Vol. 59, No. 5).

The Church of Choice
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answered them, saying, I baptize with
water: but there standeth one among
you, whom ye know not; He it is, who
coming after me is preferred before me,
whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy
to unloose. These things were done in
Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John
was baptizing” (John 1:26-28).

No one else on earth had this heaven
sent authority to baptize but him. John
only baptized those who gave evidence
of repentance and even reluctantly
baptized the Lord Jesus after the Lord
instructed him to do so in order to fulfill
all righteousness. “Then went out to him
Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the
region round about Jordan, And were
baptized of him in Jordan, confessing
their sins.” He reprimands the Pharisees,
and baptizes Jesus in Jordan. “But when
he saw many of the Pharisees and
Sadducees come to his baptism, he
said unto them, O generation of vipers,
who hath warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? Bring forth therefore
fruits meet for repentance” (Matt. 3:5-
8). “Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to
Jordan unto John, tobe baptized of him.
ButJohnforbadhim,saying,Ihaveneed
to be baptized of thee, and comest thou
to me? And Jesus answering said unto
him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.
Then he suffered him. And Jesus, when
he was baptized, went up straightway
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens
were opened unto him, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove,
and lighting upon him: And lo a voice
from heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt.
3:13-17).

John pointed the people to Christ as
the Lamb of God that takes away the
sin of the world. “The next day John
seeth Jesus coming unto him, and
saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world”
(John 1:29).  John told his followers,
speaking of Christ, He must increase
and I must decrease. “John answered
and said, A man can receive nothing,
except it be given him from heaven.
Ye yourselves bear me witness, that
I said, I am not the Christ, but that I
am sent before him. He that hath the
bride is the bridegroom: but the friend
of the bridegroom, which standeth
and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly
because of the bridegroom’s voice: this
my joy therefore is fulfilled. He must
increase, but I must decrease” (John
3:27-30). John was beheaded because
he would not compromise his message or
make it politically correct and after his
death Jesus and His disciples (baptized
by John) continued to baptize even more
repentant believers than did John. “But

when Herod heard thereof, he said, It
is John, whom I beheaded: he is risen
from the dead. For Herod himself had
sent forth and laid hold upon John,
and bound him in prison for Herodias’
sake, his brother Philip’s wife: for he
had married her. For John had said
unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee
to have thy brother’s wife” (Mark 6:16-
18). “When therefore the Lord knew
how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus
made and baptized more disciples than
John, (Though Jesus himself baptized
not, but his disciples,) He left Judaea,
and departed again into Galilee” (John
4:1-3).

Jesus said, “I will build my church”
(Matt. 16:18). According to the New
Testament record, that is exactly what
He did. “When Jesus came into the
coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, saying, Whom do men
say that I the Son of man am? And
they said, Some say that thou art John
the Baptist: some, Elias; and others,
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He
saith unto them, But whom say ye that
I am? And Simon Peter answered and
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of
the living God. And Jesus answered
and said unto him, Blessed art thou,
Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
Father which is in heaven. And I say
also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it” (Matt. 16:13-18).

During His earthly ministry He took
the material that was prepared by John
the Baptist and of them He called unto
Him whom He would and He set some
in the church, first, the Apostles “And
God hath set some in the church, first
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly
teachers, after that miracles, then
gifts of healings, helps, governments,
diversities of tongues” (I Cor. 12:28).
The charter members of this first New
Testament church of the Lord Jesus
Christ are listed for us in Luke 6:12-20,
“And it came to pass in those days, that
he went out into a mountain to pray,
and continued all night in prayer to
God. And when it was day, he called
unto him his disciples: and of them
he chose twelve, whom also he named
apostles; Simon, (whom he also named
Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James
and John, Philip and Bartholomew,
Matthew and Thomas, James the son
of Alphaeus, and Simon called Zelotes,
And Judas the brother of James,
and Judas Iscariot, which also was
the traitor. And he came down with
them, and stood in the plain, and the
company of his disciples, and a great
multitude of people out of all Judaea
and Jerusalem, and from the sea coast
of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear
him, and to be healed of their diseases;
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And they that were vexed with unclean
spirits: and they were healed. And the
whole multitude sought to touch him:
for there went virtue out of him, and
healed them all. And he lifted up his
eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed
be ye poor: for yours is the kingdom of
God”

This is where Jesus preached the
organizational charge to His church
in the Sermon on the Mount. It is
this institution to whom Christ gave
the threefold commission in Matthew
28:18-20, “And Jesus came and spake
unto them, saying, All power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world. Amen.”

This is known as The Great
Commission and in it we see the promise
of perpetuity that Christ gave His church
promising that she would remain here
on earth with the comfort of the Holy
Spirit until His return from His Father’s
house where He was going to prepare a
place for her as His Bride. “Let not your
heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me. In my Father’s house
are many mansions: if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I
am, there ye may be also” (John 14:1-
3).

The promise of perpetuity to His
church in The Great Commission and
other places is one of the reasons why
we believe there is still a church of God’s
choice in this world. The Lord’s first
church was in Jerusalem at the time of
the ascension but before He ascended
He commanded them to go and get folks
saved, baptize them that are saved, and
teach the baptized believers all things
that He had taught. There it is my
friend; it is Christ who established the
origin and authority of the church of
God’s choice. Don’t make the mistake of
choosing a church based on the comfort
or convenience of their facilities, or what
they offer the children, or how eloquent
the speaker is, or any other such thing.
The heart of the matter is this question,
“Is my choice in accord with God’s
choice?” “And he said unto them,
When ye pray, say, Our Father which
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
as in heaven, so in earth” (Luke 11:2).

Who started the church that meets
nearest your home? Could it have
been Constantine, Martin Luther, John

Knox, Henry VIII, Charles Wesley,
Alexander Campbell, Joseph Smith,
Mary Baker Eddy, or some other man or
woman? If so, it cannot possibly be the
church of God’s choice. These men and
women had no heavenly authority what
so ever to copy in some way some aspect
of the church that Jesus built during
His earthly ministry. You may choose
them if you will but they are not God’s
choice.

Seekingasound churchisanimportant
decision for a Christian and a difficult
one in a sense, due to the many false
prophets and counterfeits that are in the
world today. “Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep’s clothing,
but inwardly they are ravening wolves”
(Matt. 7:15). The Bible warns us about
these phonies and assures us that they
would deceive God’s very elect if it
were possible. “For there shall arise
false Christs, and false prophets, and
shall shew great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect” (Matt.
24:24).

One false Cult goes around teaching
that Christ already came back in 1914
for His saints according to their Watch
Tower Society. If that were so, there is no
longer any true New Testament church
on the earth. They describe themselves
as the 144,000 that are mentioned in the
book of Revelation. Another group says
that the church of Christ failed and died
out and their prophet re-established the
church of Latter Day Saints, blah, blah,
and blah.

At any rate, let me say that if we can
find a church that claims to be started by
the Lord Jesus and that He is their Head
and Founder, and they only receive
members that are Scripturally baptized
with the one baptism that Jesus and His
disciples had, the next thing we must
do is compare its doctrine with that
taught in the Bible. “And the brethren
immediately sent away Paul and Silas
by night unto Berea: who coming
thither went into the synagogue of the
Jews. 'These were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness
of mind, and searched the scriptures
daily, whether those things were so”
(Acts 17:10-11).

Do they teach and preach; the
sovereignty of God, the total depravity
of man, the unconditional elective love
of God, the particular redemption of all
who rely on the all sufficient atonement
of Christ, the effectual working power
of the Holy Spirit in irresistible grace,
and the responsibility of man regarding
perseverance in the eternal security of
preserving grace. These are things tolook
for when you are looking for a church
to attend. When you find a church
like that, you have found the church of
God’s choice. “But if I tarry long, that
thou mayest know how thou oughtest

to behave thyself in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God,
the pillar and ground of the truth” (I
Tim. 3:15).

Do not misunderstand me if you are
not a recipient of God’s grace in salvation
orifyouarepresentlyattendingareligious
organization that is not the church of
God’s choice. If you are not a Christian
and are unsaved, I am not condemning
anyone, no matter what organization
they are with, who preaches the truth
concerning salvation. There is only one
way of salvation and that is for you to
recognize your need of a Savior and
repent of your sins and by faith receive
the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal
Savior. You must rely completely on
His shed blood to wash away your sins
and that is the one and only way to be
saved. It is the only real remedy for our
sin problem. “Neither is there salvation
in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved” (Acts
4:12).

Itismyprayerthatifyourecognizethat
you are lost and without hope regarding
salvation from your sins, oh, listen to the
gospel message because faith comes by
hearing the Word of God. If someday for
some unexplainable reason you change
your mind and acknowledge God’s plan
of salvation as described herein, I hope
you will remember reading these few
feeble words and seek to worship in the
church of God’s choice. “And when the
Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and
glorified the word of the Lord: and as
many as were ordained to eternal life
believed” (Acts 13:48).

If you are a believer and are not
attending church anywhere or have been
attending services in an organization
that you are not quite sure about, you
are invited to visit and investigate the
church where the writer is a member.
For that matter, even those who are
yet unsaved are welcome also to attend
our services, if the Lord should allow it
in His providence. For instructions on
how to get there and when to be there
please visit our church website at http://
thelordsbaptistchurch.com or call my cell
phone at 253-537-0129. Yours, in the old
landmarks, by sovereign grace.

Wait, I Say on
the Lord

By Raymond Bennett
of Ithaca, New York

“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,
saith your God. Speak ye comfortably
to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that
her warfare is accomplished, that her
iniquity is pardoned: for she hath
received of the LORD’S hand double for
all her sins” (Isa. 40:1-2).

“The voice said, Cry. And he said,
What shall I cry? All flesh is grass,
and all the goodliness thereof is as the
flower of the field: The grass withereth,
the flower fadeth: because the spirit of
the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the
people is grass. The grass withereth,
the flower fadeth: but the word of our
God shall stand for ever. O Zion, that
bringest good tidings, get thee up into
the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that
bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice
with strength; lift it up, be not afraid;
say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your
God! Behold, the Lord GOD will come
with strong hand, and his arm shall rule
for him: behold, his reward is with him,
and his work before him. He shall feed
his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather
the lambs with his arm, and carry them
in his bosom, and shall gently lead those
that are with young” (Isa. 40:6-11).

“But they that wait upon the LORD
shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings as eagles; they
shall run, and not be weary; and they
shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 40:31).

“Wait on the LORD: be of good
courage, and he shall strengthen thine
heart: wait, I say, on the LORD” (Ds.
27:14).

Waiting is probably the hardest thing a
man is asked to do. In our day of instant
gratification waiting is even harder. There
used to be a big lapel pin that some people
wore as a joke that read, “Lord, give me
patience - NOW

Our nation is in an unsettled time right
now. It doesn’t matter which side of the
political or economical fence you are on,
we are nervously waiting for whatever
the New Year will bring. Will it bring the
economic assistance that is promised to
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Wait, I Say on the
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the nation’s poor? Will it bring us down
to an economic depression? Will it bring
greater restrictions on our freedom to
openly worship? Will it bring increased
persecution, especially on those who have
the spiritual fortitude to proclaim, “Thus
saith the Lord?”

Isaiah is prophesying at the time of
Israels final fall, some 135 years before
Jerusalem is taken into captivity. That
captivity served as punishment on the
nation for three categories of sin: 1)
idolatry, 2) social injustices, and 3) failure
to give the land the sabbatical rest which
God had commanded them. “This”
country has turned from God to idols; not
idols of wood and brass but idols of money,
pleasure and self conceived images of
God patterned after our own humanistic
morality. Despite all the social welfare
system, there are tremendous social
injustices but our society seeks to handle
them by denying the justice of God and
replacing it with toleration of sin in the
name of “civil rights” (Civil rights has come
to mean freedom to sin, freedom to shout
blasphemy and vulgarity, but forbidding
the right to preach against those things.)

Judah had been warned time and time
again. “This” country has been warned
time and time again. They have had brief
periods of reprieve from the “warning”
events at the hand of God, both from
military attack and from natural disasters,
but as a nation neither Judah nor this
country has given them any lasting heed.

There were those in Judah, as there are
in this country, who decried the path the
nation was taking, but they were constantly
becoming a smaller and smaller minority.
But praise the Lord for the faithfulness of
Jeremiah and Ezekiel in proclaiming God’s
Word, for the courage of Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael and Azariah, and especially for
the protective grace which God showered
upon them.

Although none of those men were alive
to hear Isaiah preach these words, it is to
them and their un-named colleagues that
this chapter is directed. It may be that this
chapter is directed to their twenty-first
century colleagues as well.

There is an end in sight! God has
promised that He will always have a
remnant and that that remnant will be
vindicated and glorified. There is comfort
here to the whole nation! There is comfort
here for all repentant sinners who have
had to share in God’s earthly dealings with
an un-repentant nation. “Her warfare is
accomplished’ “she hath received of the
LORD’S hand double for all her sins”.
The nation has received full punishment.
The Lord’s wrath is satisfied. The prophecy
looks ahead to the completion of the
seventy-year captivity but it also has a
strong hope for us in this day, knowing
that Gods judgment will come but that

it will also come to an end for those who
have humbly submitted to and responded
to the Lord’s chastisement. There is no
unjust punishment or double jeopardy in
God’s justice!

“Behold, the Lord GOD will come
with strong hand... He shall feed his
flock like a shepherd.” The human
element that has been against God’s people
will pass away like withered grass and “The
Good Shepherd” will gather His scattered
flock and bring them to the “green pastures
beside still waters” that Psalm 23 speaks
of.

We may not experience this in our
lifetime. Abraham never saw, in the
flesh, the fulfillment of the promise given
to him that his seed would possess the
land. Indeed, that promise still awaits its
ultimate completion. Daniel, as far as we
know, never saw the rebuilt Temple or the
rebuilt Jerusalem. But this I know! There
will be a day of vindication, glorification
and reward for those who have faithfully
maintained their God given faith and
served the Lord---even in Ahab or
Belshazzar’s palace.

Perhaps we are looking at our own
last warning. I make no prophecies, but
I wonder how long God will show us
patience. Perhaps those of us who faithfully
cling to the “Word of God; as opposed to
denominational, traditional, man pleasing
or glorifying practices, will find ourselves
forced to worship in twenty-first century
catacombs, or hide in the jungle like our
brethren are doing now in parts of India.
Or perhaps God will be pleased to open up
the hearts and minds of our national and
religious leaders and they will see the “Law
of God” that Hilkiah found in the Temple.
Perhaps in the merciful providence of
God our people, as a nation or at least
as a church, will “rend our garments” as
did Josiah. But we must remember the
Scriptural admonition, “And rend your
heart, and not your garments, and turn
unto the LORD your God: for he is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
of great kindness, and repenteth him of
the evil” (Joel 2:13).

In the meantime, wait, wait patiently,
and wait trustingly. “Wait on the
LORD...wait, I say, on the LORD.” Wait
is “piel imperative” That is an emphatic
command! It implies a long wait, and it
requires that we wait on the Lord, not
trying to run ahead of Him or do things
our way.

The eagle does not fly away from the
storm but he flies into the storm, rising
above the storm, where he safely rides the
storm out, using the very energy of the
storm to be the “wind under his wings’
“But they that wait upon the LORD shall
renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings as eagles; they shall run,
and not be weary; and they shall walk,
and not faint.”

May God give us the grace to be eagles!
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Your Conduct As A Christian and
Church Member

By Roy Mason
(1894 -1978)

“Walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith ye are called” (Eph. 4:1).
YOUR CONVERSATION

“Let your speech be always seasoned

with grace” (Col. 4:6).
COMPANIONS

“He that walketh with wise men
shall be wise: but a companion of fools
shall be destroyed” (Prov. 13:20).

BUSINESS DEALINGS

“Avoiding this, that no man should
blame us. . .providing for honest things
not only in the sight of the Lord, but
also in the sight of men” (II Cor. 8:20-
21).

TRUTHFULNESS

“Lie not against the truth” (Jas.
3:14). “Speaking the truth inlove” (Eph.
4:15).

HONESTY

“Let us walk honestly” (Rom. 13:13).
“In all things willing to live honestly”
(Heb. 13:18).

Should there be any difference
discernable between the life of one who
is a Christian and church member, and
the lives of those who do not belong to a
church or make any profession of religion
at all? I do not think that there is any one
but that would immediately answer yes.
But sad to say, all too often there is not
the difference discernable in the outward
life that there ought to be. People profess
conversion, and take upon themselves
the solemn and holy obligations of
church membership, and then live and
walk like those who are of the world. The
word translated “church” in our language,
in the original, signifies an assembly of
“called out people” “Come ye out from
among them; be ye separate,” is the
call of God to every regenerate person.
It ought not to be any difficult matter
to distinguish a Christian and church
member from others who belong to the
world. Their mode and manner of life
should be so different, their attitude and
outlook so distinctive that they would be
readily distinguished as followers of the
Lord Jesus.

When we unite with a church, we
covenant and pledge ourselves in the
sight of God and before our brethren, to
walk worthy of the name Christian, and
to so conduct ourselves as to not bring
reproach upon the church and the cause
of our Lord. A sinful, unworthy church
member, can do a world of harm to a
church and to the cause of religion in
any community. A community will pay
more attention to one bad member, than
it will to a dozen good ones who try to
live right. Paul describes a church in one
of his epistles as resembling the human

body, composed of
different members
all joined together.
He tells us that if
one member of the
body is hurt, all of
the others suffer.
For illustration, if
one gets an arm
cut off, the whole body is maimed and
its appearance marred. Now the same is
true of the church, he says, if one member
suffers, all of the others suffer, too. How
many times has a church been made to
suffer because of the sinful, disgraceful
conduct of one of its members! Weindeed
incur a very great responsibility when we
unite with a church. It is a serious thing
for a church member to so live that the
unsaved lose confidence in the church. It
would be an awful thing for you or me,
after claiming salvation and uniting with
the church to so live that sinners would
have to stumble over us in order to get
into the Kingdom of God!

The world watches very closely
those who profess to be Christians. The
Christian has been very aptly termed,
“The Fifth Gospel) and it is true that
your friends, acquaintances, and those
with whom you come in contact will
read your life much more closely than
they do Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
To slightly change a verse that I once
read:

“The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John,

Avre but sparingly read, though they’re

thought to be true,

But the world reads one gospel never

missing a line,
And that is the gospel according to you!”

The best argument for the religion
of the Lord Jesus is not a printed page,
however beautifully worded; it is a
transformed life that is lived in obedience
to God’s will. There is no way for even a
bitter enemy of Christianity to refute
the argument of a changed life. Since
Christianity is judged by the fruits that it
produces in our lives, how important that
our outer life and appearances conform
to our profession!

As a Christian you are obligated to
“Walkworthyofthevocationwherewith
ye are called” (Eph. 4:1). In every
department of your life you should live,
act, think, and do as is befitting one who
has been called out of sin and darkness
into the Kingdom of the Redeemer. It
is impossible in this space to enumerate
and call to mind all of the things involved
in right Christian conduct. I shall but
take the time to mention a few, as being
typical of the rest.
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Let us first think of YOUR
CONVERSION AS A CHRISTIAN.
As you meet and come in contact with
people, you are largely judged by your
speech. “Let your conversation be as
becometh the gospel” (Phil. 1:27, is
the teaching of the New Testament.
Carelessness  and  irreverence in
conversation robs many a Christian of
their influence for good. Nothing so
jars upon the sensibilities of any right
thinking person as to hear a professing
Christian dealing lightly, flippantly, and
irreverently with things that ought to be
held in sacredness by them. And then it
is sometimes the case that persons, who
claim to be Christian and have allied
themselves with the church, are guilty of
using profanity. Personally, I am at a loss
to understand how that any saved person
can descend to that point of disrespect
and irreverence where they would take
the name of their God and Savior in
vain. Nothing will more quickly brand
a person as of the world than swearing.
Profanity is so incompatible with
religion, so characteristic of the godless,
that one is immediately classed with the
Devil’s crowd the moment they are heard
using it. The profane swearer does not
have to go into detail to explain that he is
not a Christian to those among whom he
associates. They have already classified
him as not belonging among Christians.
Profanity brands a man or woman in the
eyes of the world, as belonging to the devil
just as truly as a branding iron marks
cattle as belonging to a certain ranch.

Any careless, thoughtless, use of God’s
name is wrong, and is unbecoming to
a Christian. Many who do not swear
are accustomed to use language that is
coarse and degrading. Many delight to
tell stories and jokes, some of which are
tainted with vulgarity. Shun this practice,
Christian, if you have any regard for
your own character or your standing as a
follower of Christ. To those who had but
lately become Christians, we find Paul
writing these words, “Put off all. . .filthy
communication out of your mouth”
(Col. 3:8). Without being sanctimonious
or appearing to use cant, you can be
chaste, clean and wholesome in your
conversation and speech, remembering
that you are every moment of your life
in the presence of God, and using no
language that you would be ashamed
to use if Christ in bodily presence were
standing before you.

Again,letusthinkof THECOMPANY
THAT YOU AS A CHRISTIAN
SHOULD KEEP. Sometimes it is the case
that before one becomes a Christian they
have been accustomed to associate with
irreligious, godless companions. These
persons are not at all in sympathy with
theideals of the new life that stretches out

before the converted person. To persist
in keeping up a close association with
the same godless persons is to become a
backslider, and is to live an unworthy life.
Now of course there is no call to offend or
insult those with whom one has formerly
associated, but a Christian should make
it clear that there has been a change in his
life, and in his outlook. He should kindly
but firmly tell his friends of the old sinful
days, that he can no longer participate
with them in the wrong things that were
formerly engaged in. Let him try to win
his friends to Christ, but let him clearly
understand that he can never do this by
going their gaits with them.

To live the right kind of a Christian

life you need the companionship,
the friendship, the help and the
encouragement of other Christian

people. With out the right associations,
you will find it well nigh impossible to
maintain a vigorous, happy Christian
life. To run with a crowd that is godless
and that holds religion in light esteem,
to have as bosom friends and intimate
associates those who are known for
their wickedness, is to immediately
compromise your own character, and lay
yourself liable to suspicion.

I have a friend, who at the time of his
conversion was a saloon keeper, and the
owner of six saloons. After his conversion,
did he keep on with the same business?
Did he frequent the same places, and fun
with the same gang? Certainly not! He
closed the saloons, and it soon became
evident to those with whom he had been
associated, that his way and theirs was
entirely different, and that they need not
expect him to participate longer with
them in their sins.

I have seen young people who claimed
to be Christians, begin to keep company
with those who rather held religion in
contempt. Soon they began to sit back
in the rear of the church with these
companions. A little later they quit
coming to church almost entirely, and
still a bit later they were going to the same
places and were doing the same things
that their irreligious friends had been
accustomed to do. Their lives outwardly
assumed the same complexion as the
lives of those who made no profession of
religion at all. In this way they dishonored
their church, and brought reproach upon

the name of their Lord.
Yet again, let us think of YOUR
BUSINESS DEALINGS AS A

CHRISITAN. The way in which you
conduct your business affairs as a follower
of Christ, and as a member of a church,
will have much to do with the confidence
that people repose in you. You cannot lay
aside your religion on Sunday evening as
you would a garment, and go out to lie,
cheat and steal during the other days of
the week, and fool others into thinking
that you are a Christian. You must
conduct yourself as a Christian every
day. Every bit of business dealings that

you have with anyone must be strictly
on the square. A business, in which you
cannot ask God to be a partner, is not a
legitimate business. To live at your place
of daily work so that Christ may be read
in your actions, means that there will be
nothing fraudulent, nothing dishonest,
nothing that is not open and above
board, about your business dealings. I
remember to have heard a certain man
who was accustomed to work in company
with another man, a Christian, make this
remark about him, “I believe in that man.
I have worked with him for months, and
I have never heard him say, or known
him to do, anything that was not in strict
accord with his religion”

One more thing needs to be
mentioned in this connection, and
that is, TRUTHFULNESS. To live as a
Christian and conduct yourself in a way
that is worthy of that name, you must be
truthful. Honesty and truthfulness are
twin brothers, and they walk hand in
hand. It is easy to be careless about our
promises, and little by little to become
untruthful. We must remember that
lying is a thing that is abominable in the
sight of the Lord. One of the things we
are expressly told that God hates is a
lying tongue. Lying is one of the sins that
we are particularly counseled against
in the New Testament. “Lie not one to
the other, seeing ye have put off the
old man with his deeds.” It is amazing
how easily many church members break
their promises, and deal untruthfully
with their church and their brethren. I
have known people to definitely pledge a
certain amount to their church; perhaps
they even signed a pledge, yet they never
paid their pledge, although perfectly
able to do so. I dare say almost every
church has had money pledged both
to local expenses and for missionary
purposes that over a period of years was

Milburn R. Cockrell
(1941 - 2002)

never collected. Is it not a combination
of untruthfulness and dishonesty that
prompts persons to break their word in
this way?

Theninsmallermattersuntruthfulness
is often observed. For instance, I have
seen theleader of a Baptist Young People’s
Union give out parts on the program
to different persons with the question,
“Will you prepare this and be present at
our next meeting?” “Yes, I'll prepare it.
Certainly T'll be there came the reply.
Sunday evening came, and not more than
half of those who solemnly promised to
take part on the program showed up, and
part of those who came had not prepared
themselves on the topics assigned them.
Was not that untruthfulness manifested
on the part of those who failed to keep
their promises? Breaking one’s promise
in a matter like that leads to the breaking
of a promise in something else, and this
practice continued, eventually leads to
habitual lying. Young Christian, at the
very outset of your Christian life, make up
your mind that you will scrupulously tell
the truth. You cannot conduct yourself
so as to have the confidence of those who
are scrutinizing your life, you cannot live
a life that honors God, you cannot walk
worthy of Him Who called you into His
Kingdom, and be a liar. And remember,
there are no “white lies” in the sight of
God. All lies are black---as black as the
door that leads down into the bottomless
pit where they originated.

As one who has vowed allegiance
to Christ; as one who represents Him
among men; as one who must influence
others, either for Christ or against Him;
let your conduct before the world be such
that in you, it may see Christ.

“Walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith ye are called!”
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Stillness Before God

“Be still, and know that I am God:
I will be exalted among the heathen, I
will be exalted in the earth” (Ps. 46:10).

The words of my text are the words
of Almighty God. In these words He
requires stillness of mind of the children
of men. This is the first step in knowing
anything about God. Here God Himself
demands silent and adoring attention
and submission from all creatures on
earth. All should acknowledge and
submit to His universal, everlasting and
absolute rule. Only those who bow down
and worship Him shall escape His awful

vengeance.
GOD IS GOD
According to the Bible, God is an
absolutely and infinitely perfect Being.
Jesus said: “Be ye therefore perfect,
even as your Father which is in heaven
is perfect” (Matt. 5:48). No perfection of
deityis wanting in Him. Every attribute is
perfectly consistent with His nature and
being. He is omniscient or all-knowing.
He has perfect knowledge of Himself
and all things He has created (Job 37:16).
He is perfectly immutable, for there
¢ (Continued on page 30)
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1. Have most modern day churches (Sovereign Grace Churches included) lost sight of the
purpose that they spread the gospel? - Mississippi

Tom Ross
6339 County Rd. 15
South Point, OH 45680

Pastor
Mt. Pleasant
Baptist Church
6939 County Rd. 15
Chesapeake, OH 45619

I cannot make a sweeping judgment
on the Lord’s churches. However, it is
quite possible that many in our day have
neglected the great responsibility we have
to preach the Gospel to every creature
(Mark 16:15). I fear that there is not the
burden for souls that characterized the
early churches (Rom. 9:1-3; 10:1; II Tim.
2:10). May the fires of a Holy Spirit sent
revival begin to burn within the hearts of
the Lord’s people so that we will be more
concerned for the unsaved round about
us. May God grant us the grace to have
a passion for preaching the Gospel to all
within our sphere of influence. Each and
every saved person in the Lord’s church
has the responsibility to tell the old, old
story of the Gospel of the grace of God.
Oh, that we would be found witnessing,
praying, and sowing the good seed of the
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus
Christtoeveryone. Maythe Lordburden
our hearts to support missionaries who
are willing to go where we can't to spread
the Gospel. What would happen if each
one of us took the command to witness
seriously and began to share the Gospel
with someone every day? Psalm 126:5-6
declares: “They that sow in tears shall
reap in joy. He that goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall
doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him.”

TOM ROSS

|

Mike DeWitt Sr.
PO Box 950
Springfield, OR 97477

Pastor
Parkway Landmark
Baptist Church
PO Box 950

Springfield, OR 97477 . r

I sincerely believe that only the Lord’s
Churches that have descended from the
first Church in Jerusalem have the right
gospel to spread. Modern day Churches
that have an originator other than Jesus
Christ Himself has not the true gospel or
has the authority to operate like one of
the Lord’s Churches.

No, the Lord’s Churches have not lost
sight of the purpose to spread the gospel,
if they did, they would not be one of the

Lord’s Churches.
MIKE DEWITT

Raymond F. Bennett
Beracah Baptist Mission
271 Gray Road
Ithaca, NY 14850-8761

Missionary of
Berea
Baptist Church
PO Box 39
Mantachie, MS 38855
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Inaword, yes! This pastor/missionary
has long been distressed at the absence
of evangelical feeling and activity on the
part of our Sovereign Grace Churches.
Many of our Sovereign Grace Brethren
make a lot about overseas missions but
seem to care very little about home
missions. They talk freely, and give
freely, to “overseas” or “foreign” missions,
often bragging about how well those
missions are doing, but refuse to use the
same methods for evangelism that their
missionaries use.

This seems to be the same attitude of
the Baptists in England in the late 18"
century who told William Carey, “Young
man, sit down. When the Lord chooses
to save the heathen He will do so without
any help from you or me Perhaps this
was contributory to Charles Spurgeon’s
disillusionment with the Baptist Union
in the next century.

I have just finished scanning a book
entitled “The Church in the Fields, by the
late Arthur Stone. This book is the history
of a Baptist church in Bradfield, England
from its inception in 1834 to 1990. It is
noteworthy that this church took the
denominational name of “Particular
Baptists” and in 1866 thought it best to
sever ties with the Baptist Union, perhaps
in part for the same reason. Their history
records a steady flow of new believers and
periods of revival, demonstrating that
the doctrines of grace and evangelistic
fervor are very compatible, working well
together for the Lord’s glory.

Right doctrine, evangelism, and the
blessing of God are so intertwined that
you can’t have one without the other.
Evangelism cannot be done rightly
without right doctrine and right doctrine
in ho way impedes evangelism. Sound
doctrine issues in sound deportment but
there are a lot of brethren seem to boast
about their “right doctrine” but who are
sadly lacking in “right deportment” The
lack of evangelism is one of those areas.

The cults and Armenians have about
destroyed theeffectiveness of doortodoor
visitation, along with the lackadaisical
apathy of the average church member

and the teaching from so many Sovereign
Grace Pulpits that such methods constitute
a “salvation by works”

The Armenian and Charismatic long,
drawn out, emotional altar calls have
made us afraid to give invitations.

We fear “special meetings” and “special
speakers partly because we (or they) are
numbers conscious and we are afraid
we won't be able to draw a crowd. We
fear “activities; charging that they are
‘entertaining”.

Jesus said, “Therefore said he unto
them, The harvest truly is great, but the
labourers are few: pray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest, that he would send
forth labourers into his harvest” (Luke
10:2). Just before leaving that first little
church to tarry in the upper room until
the Holy Spirit empowered them Jesus
said. “But ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part
of the earth” (Acts 1:8) It must be noted
that the action of Acts 1:8 is simultaneous
action, not chronological action.

We do not give invitations for fear
of inciting “false” decisions, but I would
remind you of two important facts. 1)
An invitation properly given will not
imply that response to the invitation is a
“work unto salvation” 2) Jesus said, “No
man can come to Me unless the Father
who hath sent Me draw him; and I will
raise him up at the Last Day.” (John
6:44, emphasis mine) We invite. We don’t
browbeat.

We fear evangelistic activity and
invitations because we may be accused
of “leaving the camp of Sovereign Grace
Baptists” I fear that perhaps we have over
emphasized “sovereign” at the expense of
“grace’.

RAY BENNETT
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is “no variableness, neither shadow
of turning” in Him (Jas. 1:17). He is
omnipotent, or all-powerful. Nothing
is impossible to Him (Luke 1:37) or too
hard (Jer.32:17).Heis perfectin holiness,
for in Him is light and “no darkness at
all” (I1John 1:5).

Not only is God perfect in His person
and attributes, but He is also perfect in all
His works. Deuteronomy 32:4 says: “He
is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all
his ways are judgment: a God of truth
and without iniquity, just and right is
he.” The psalmist declared: “As for God,
his way is perfect” (Ps. 18:30). If God
is perfect and all His works are perfect,
verily God Himself is the only perfect
being in the universe. Often we hear
the cry: Let God be God. This is a very
foolish statement. God is God whether

men recognize it or not. No man nor
angel can deprive the Supreme Being of
His eternal power and Godhead.

GOD IS SOVEREIGN

Quite often those of us who believe
in the doctrines of grace speak of the
sovereignty of God. The plain truth is that
if God is God His sovereignty must be
presupposed. God is the only absolutely
sovereign being in the universe. At times
we speak about the sovereignty of the
church, or the sovereignty of the state,
but we are using the word sovereignty in
a limited sense. There is in the absolute
sense no sovereign church or state; God
only is sovereign.

In that He is God He is qualified to be
the sovereign over all things. In that He
is God, He will be sovereign and will act
as such. In Psalm 115:3 we are told: “But
our God is in the heavens: he hath done
whatsoever he hath pleased” Again in
the Psalms we are told: “Whatsoever the
LORD pleased, that did he in heaven,
and in earth, in the seas, and all deep
places” (Ps. 135:6). Jehovah says in
Isaiah 46:9-11: “Remember the former
things of old: for I am God, and there is
none else; I am God, and there is none
like me, Declaring the end from the
beginning, and from ancient times the
things that are not yet done, saying, My
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my
pleasure: Calling a ravenous bird from
the east, the man that executeth my
counsel from a far country: yea, I have
spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I
have purposed it, I will also do it”

In Daniel 4:35itis written: “And all the
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as
nothing: and he doeth according to his
will in the army of heaven, and among
the inhabitants of the earth: and none
can stay his hand, or say unto him,
What doest thou?” The Sovereign Being
has disposal of the whole universe and of
all the creatures in it. He has a sovereign
right to do w