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Why A Baptist?

Bournemouth, England

By Curtis Pugh

No Succession -

No Perpetuity

Missionary to Romania (in travel)

Editor’s Note: In England the Free Presby-
terian Magazine for January and February 1997
carried two articles written by Mr. Keith M.
Watkins stating that baptizing of femalesby im-
mersion in water was immodest, indecent and
unholy, and that “the God of unimpeachable ho-
liness would never command such a thing.”
Again in April and May 1998 he wrote a most
unchristian manner defending his hostility to
Baptistsand libeling them with naked, tripledip-
ping. Pastor A. G. Randalls, pastor of Mount
Zion Strict Baptist Chapel, Bournemouth, an-
swered thisman in defense of the Baptists. Here
isthe article from our English brother:

The plunging into water signifieth
that we die and are buried with Christ,
as concerning the old life of sin, which
is Adam. And the pulling out again
signifieth that we rise again with Christ
in a new life, full of the Holy Ghost.

William Tyndale

Many Baptists have known the path

A. G. Randalls

of persecution for conscience sake. Bap-
tismis called the answer of agood con-
sciencetoward God [1 Peter 3:21]. Inthe
16th century countless Anabaptists

Continued on page 22

“For yourselves know how ye ought
to follow us: for we behaved not our-
selvesdisorderly amongyou;” (2 Thess.
3:7). “And ye became followers of us,
and of the Lord, having received the
word in much affliction, with joy of the
Holy Ghost:” (1 Thess. 1:6) “Breth-
ren, be followers together of me, and
mark them which walk so as ye have
us for an ensample.” (Phil. 3:17)
“Those things, which ye have both
learned, and received, and heard, and
seen in me, do: and the God of peace
shall bewith you” (Phil. 4:9).

The thread of Biblical principle in
these verses is that there was in Paul’s
day apattern of proper order of life and
Church polity. By command and by ex-
ampletheright way of doing thingswas
laid out before converts in the days of
the New Testament. Clearly, Paul isin

CurtisPugh

these several places instructing the
Churches to pattern their practice after
his. They wereto learn from what they

Continued on page 32

By Adm. Thomas H. Moorer

Clinton Should Be Removed

U.S. Navy (Retired)

By Milburn Cockrell

1998

Mantachie, Mississippi

Now that representatives have done
their jab, it's up to senators to follow
suit. The president has broken the law
and should be removed.

| appreciate the Judiciary
Committee s invitation to submit these
commentson the corrosive effortson the
military’s code of honor of having a
commander-in-chief who has admitted
misleading the nation. The president, by
his own poor choices, has created a cri-
sis of constitutional proportion within
the same armed forces heis duty-bound
tolead. Itisnow upto Congressto solve
this crisis by holding the president ac-
countable.

When | had the honor to serve as
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in
the early 1970s, | was the senior uni-
formed member of the United States
Armed Forces. Assuch, like every other
commissioned officer, | served “during
the pleasure of the president.” Like ev-
ery other officer, | also swore to “sup-

port and defend the Constitution of the
United Statesagainst all enemiesforeign
and domestic,” and to “bear true faith
and allegiance to the same. . .So help

Continued on page 26

“Ye are forgers of lies, ye are all
physicians of no value” (Job 13:4).

History will record the year of 1998
astheyear of lies. From the outhouse to
the White House there has been onelie

By Milburn Cockrell

The Independency of God

Mantachie, Mississippi

“And God said unto Moses, | AM
THAT | AM: and hesaid, Thusshalt
thou say unto the children of Isradl. |
AM hast sent meuntoyou” (Ex. 3:14).

Thetitle of God used in this passage
is of profound importance to our sub-
ject. There is in the name “1 AM” a
height, a depth, alength, and a breadth
which truly pass beyond the utmost
stretch of human conception. Thisname
contains each tense of the verb “to be,”
and it might be trandlated | was, | am,

and | shall always continue to be. The
words express unchanging and eternal
being. In the text they simply declare
God to be aself-existent, self-sufficient,
and all-sufficient being.
INDEPENDENCY DEFINED
The word “independent” means “not
dependent; not subject to control by oth-
ers, self-governing and sovereign; not
contingent or conditioned.” Strictly
speaking, God is the only person to

Continued on page 23

after another. Some of uswill never for-

get theimmortal words of President Bill
Clinton: “I did not have sex with that
woman.” He first insisted he had done
nothing wrong, and then said he was
sorry for what he had done and sent a
letter of apology to his Baptist church
in Little Rock. He confessed he had not
told the whole truth, but he insisted he
did not commit perjury. In the ancient
world “to Cretize” signified “to lie, to
deceive’ (Titus 1:12). In the modern
world “to Cretize” may soon give place
“to Clintonize.”

Continued on page 26

o o L Al T A o S‘)
o,

"THOU HAST GIVEN A BANNER TO THEM THAT FEAR THEE THAT T MAY BE DISPLAYED BECAUSE OF THETRUTH" (PSALMSGO 4),




Page 22

THE BEREA BAPTIST BANNER

February 5, 1999

Qe Berea %wﬂjﬁanner

THE BEREA BAPTIST BANNER (UPS546470) is published monthly
for $3.00 per year by the authority of the Berea Baptist Church, 3881
Highway 363, Mantachie, Mississippi 38855. Periodical Publication post-
age paid at Mantachie, Mississippi.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE BEREA BAPTIST
BANNER, P. O. Box 39, Mantachie, Mississippi 38855-0039.

PUBLICATION POLICIES: All matter for publication should be sent
to the editor. All manuscripts are to be typed and double spaced. All such
material becomes the property of BBB and will not be returned unless
requested by the writer. We reserve the right to edit and condense all
material's sent to us for publication.

The publication of an article does not necessarily mean the editor isin
complete agreement with the writer, nor does it mean he endorses all this
person may have written on other subjects.

COPYING PRIVILEGES: Unless otherwise stated any article published
in this paper may be copied by other publications, provided they give
proper credit line stating that such was copied from this publication, and
the date of publication; provided that such materials are not published for
profit. If we are not on an exchange list with the publication copying, itis
requested that a copy of the issue containing the article be sent to our
address. All copyrighted materials may not be copied without written
consent.

PUBLISHED MONTHLY with paid circulation in most states in the
U.S.A. and some foreign countries.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

One year $3.00
Two years. $5.00
Five years. $12.00

PLANNING TO MOVE? Notify us three weeks in advance. The post
office will only forward second class mail for 90 days. They charge us
$.50 for each “change of address’ they haveto send us. Please save usthis
expense and the post office time.

BUNDLES TO ONE ADDRESS: These are sent for $2 per paper for a
year. An example: 10 papersfor oneyear at $20 or 20 papersfor oneyear
at $40.00.

LOCATION OF PUBLISHING CHURCH: Our church is located on
state highway 363 about one mile south of Mantachie, Mississippi. Read-
ers are dways welcome to visit our services.

CHURCH PHONE: 1-601-282-7794.

EDITOR’'S PHONE: 1-601-282-7233.

A PAPER WITHOUT SUBSCRIPTION: Some times people write to
usand say that they did not subscribe for the BBB. They are receiving our
paper because someone else has paid for their subscription. We trust the
BBB will be received as an outstretched hand to you. Take what you find
helpful and discard what you cannot use.

If you do not want to receive such a gift subscription, please write to
us. We are happy to cancel such a subscription. We do not want to go
where we are not wanted.

DISCLAIMER: The Editor assumesthat the articles submitted for pub-
lication in the BBB are written by the person whose name they bear,
unless otherwise indicated by a quote from another writer. However, the
Editor cannot personally guaranteethat thisisthecaseinall articleswhich
appear in the BBB.

VISIT USON THE WORLD WIDE WEB AT:
http://www.intop.net/~bbchurch
OUR EMAIL ADDRESSIS:
bbchurch@intop.net

aAaAaAaAaAaAaA
Why A Baptist?

Continued from page 21

[Baptists] all over Europediedinawave
of bloody persecution induced by the
Roman Antichrist and Protestantism. A
femalein Leeuwarden in 1548 was dis-
covered with aL atin New Testament and
put to thewrack. When asked if baptism
would save her, shereplied, “Not all the
water in the sea can save me, nor any-
thing else, but salvation which is in
Christ.” Dr. Balthasar Hubmaier was
burnt at the stake by the Papists and his
wife drowned in the Danube three days
later. Felix Manz was drowned by the
Protestants in lake Zurich with a Re-
formed pastor at his side trying to si-
lence him as “he spoke of the love of
Christ very sweetly.” The persecuted
Dutch Anabaptist, Menno Simons,
wrote: “If we ascribe the remission of
sins to baptism and not to the blood of
Christ, then we mould agolden calf and
placeit in the stead of Christ. For if we
could bewashed or cleansed by baptism,
then Christ Jesus and his merits would
have to abdicate. . .For the most holy
and precious blood of our beloved Lord
Jesus Christ must and shall have all the
praise, as has been so clearly declared
and testified by all thetrue prophetsand
apostles, throughout the Scriptures.”
Thereis probably one question asked
above many others by our paedobaptist
brethren, “Why do Baptists officially

hold that baptism by immersion in wa-
ter is the only proper mode of perform-
ing thissacred rite?’ The answer istwo-
fold. Firstly, immersion in water por-
trays the death, burial and resurrection
of Christ: “Know ye not, that as many
of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ
were baptized into his death? Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Fa-
ther, even so we also should walk in
newness of life” (Rom. 6:3-4).

Secondly, the Apostle John teaches
us in his Gospel that John the Baptist
“was baptizing in Aenon near to
Salim, because ther ewas much water
there’ [3:23]. New Testament Baptists
need “much water” to baptize Scrip-
turally and symbolically. With God's
help, we will now explain our doctrine
and practice more fully from the New
Testament Scriptures.

In Matthew 3:13-15 we read that
Christ hallowed and made baptism
honourabl e by being baptized himself of
John in the waters of the River Jordan:
“Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to
Jordan unto John, to be baptized of
him. But John forbad him, saying, |
have need to be baptized of thee, and
comest thou to me? And Jesusanswer -
ing said unto him, Suffer it to be so
now: for thusit becometh us to fulfil
all righteousness. Then he suffered
him.”

Matthew tells us that there was an
appointed time when Jesus was to be
baptized, “THEN cometh Jesus.”
Christ’s baptism was at the exact time
of the fulfilling of Isaiah’s prophecy of
John the Baptist who was that “ voice of
onecryingin thewilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the Lord, make His
paths straight” [Isaiah 40:3; Malachi
3:1; 4:5; Matt. 3:3; Matt. 17:10-14]. This
was God's set time “THEN.” In the
churches, there is a set time for the or-
dinances of the Gospel to be attended to
when God is pleased to call favoured
sinnersand add them to Hischurch, “for
the time to favour her, yea, the set
time, iscome” [Psalm 102:13].

Everything respecting Christ’s com-
ing into theworld wasby divine appoint-
ment and the will of His Father. The
Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son
of God, was sent of His Father by di-
vine appointment. His birth was by di-
vine appointment fulfilling all the an-
cient prophecies concerning himself, as
Paul writes in Galatians, “When the
fulness of time was come, God sent
forth His Son, made of a woman,
made under the law, to redeem them
that wereunder thelaw, that we might
receive the adoption of sons’ [Gal.
4:4].

Every aspect of Christ’slife on earth
was by divine appointment. For ex-
ample, “He must needs go through
Samaria” to meet a certain woman at a

well. Again, “thehour iscome,” mean-
ing the fixed hour of His death [John
7:30; 8:20; 12:23; 17:1]. His death was
planned, “Him, being delivered by the
determinate counsel and foreknowl-
edge of God, ye have taken, and by
wicked hands have crucified and
dain” [Acts 2:23].

How precious to consider that the
man Christ Jesus, who came from Gali-
lee to be baptized in the Jordan, was
approved of God, “Ye men of Isradl,
hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth,
a man approved of God among you
by miracles and wonders and signs,
which God did by him in the midst of
you, asyeyour selvesalso know” [Acts
2:22]. Thissame Jesusof Nazareth was
from everlasting, the only begotten Son
of God who isin the bosom of the Fa-
ther [John 1:14, 18; Prov. 8:22-31]. He
was God manifest in the flesh [I Tim.
3:16]. He was the Father’s first elect,
“Behold my servant, whom | uphold;
mine elect, in whom my soul
delighteth; | have put my Spirit upon
him” [Isaiah 42:1]. The Apostle Paul
wrote, “ God sent forth his Son, made
of a woman, made under the Law”
[Gal. 4:4].

The Father delighteth in His Son’'s
willing submission to therite of baptism
when Hedeclared, “ Thisismy beloved
Son, in whom | am well pleased”
[Matt. 3:17]. Themoment the Lord Jesus
Christ was immersed in the Jordan His
sacred person and presence hallowed
and blessed this holy ordinance for all
Hiselect - maleand female! He brought
dignity and respect to it when His beau-
tiful manhood submitted to it. He ful-
filled all righteousnessin the Jordan for
His dear elect so that they by His per-
fect obedience might be declared the
righteousness of God in HIM. Christ’s
impeccability proclaims baptism by im-
mersion in water to be a morally pure
ritefor all Hispeople- maleand female.

God' select do not establish their own
righteousness by being baptized but
sweetly declare that they have submit-
ted to therighteousness of Godin Christ.
None who follow Christ here can be
proud. John said to the Lord, “I have
need to be baptized of thee, and
comest thou to me.” All this Baptists
freely confess!

Matthew tellsus next that Jesus came
“from Galilee to Jordan” to be bap-
tized. A good Bible Atlas will show us
that Jesus walked approximately sixty
miles from Galilee to Jordan to be bap-
tized. Undoubtedly, the great distance
He walked on foot through awild, rug-
ged terrain to Jordan emphasizes the
importance our Lord attached to therite
of baptism.

Matthew also tellsusthat therewasa
certain place that Jesus cameto for bap-
tism, “ Then cometh Jesus from Gali-
leeto Jordan to bebaptized.” Why did
Jesus come to Jordan to be baptized?

Simply, because there was much water
there and Baptists need much water to
baptize Scripturally and symbolically!

Theword baptize means“to dip,” “to
plunge,” or “to immerse.” To immerse
Baptists need plenty of water! The ant-
onym of Baptizo is aBaptizo which
means “to float.” The ancient Greeks
used aBaptizo to describe corks float-
ing on the outer edge of fishing nets as
distinct from Baptizo, “to sink.” During
the last war one of our warships in the
M editerranean, manned by Greeks, sent
asignal stating a certain ship had been
sunk. When the signal was translated it
read in English that a certain ship had
been “ baptized.” The signal puzzled the
British until they realized that the word
Baptizo meant that the ship had been
sunk. It is interesting that the word
Baptizo has not changed its basic mean-
ing for over 2,500 years.

Pedobaptists argue that Baptizo
means sprinkling. However, a different
word is used in the original for sprin-
kling which isrhantizo - asin Hebrews
9:13, 19, 21, where is speaks of sprin-
kling blood from a basin on the books
of the Law, the tabernacle, and the ves-
sels of the ministry. Hebrews 10:22
speaksof “ havingour heartssprinkled
[rerantisemenoi] from an evil con-
science, and our bodies washed
[lelousmenoi] with pure water.” First
Peter [1:2] speaks of the “sprinkling of
the blood of Jesus.” Pedobaptists con-
sider pouring isbaptism, but againadis-
tinct word for pouring is used which is
cheo.

Baptism, in Romans 6:3, portrays
Christ’s sufferings and crucifixion,
“Know ye not, that so many of us as
wer e baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death.” Water often
depicts sorrow in the Bible and as such
is a perfect medium to show Christ’s
sufferings on the cross under the wrath
of God: “I am come into deep waters,
wherethefloods overflow me.” “Thy
wrath lieth hard upon me, and thou
hast afflicted me with all thy waves’
(Psalm 69:1-2 & 88:7; cf. Il Samuel
22:17; Isaiah 43:2]. “Immersion” typi-
fies Christ plunged into the deep waters
of sorrow and sunk in overflowing dis-
tress. To be “immersed” into Christ’'s
death is to be “united” to Him in His
sufferings for us at Calvary, as the
Apostle Paul knew experimentally, “I
AM crucified with Christ” [Gal. 2:20].

Christ’s buria into death is next in
Romanschapter six, “ Thereforeweare
buried with him by baptism into
death” [v. 4]. The watery grave repre-
sents Christ’ s burial in the tomb and the
elect buried with Him into His death
which put away their sins. “Immersion”
is God casting all their sins into the
depths of the sea of Hisredeeming love
at Calvary [Micah 7:19]. It shows the
elect hiddenin Christ’stomb“ asit were

Continued on page 23
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for alittle moment, until theindigna-
tion be overpast” and the demands of
the Law are satisfied [Isaiah 26:19-20].
It is God washing or wiping the slate
clean and so blotting out “as a thick
cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a
cloud, thy sins’ [Isaiah 44:22].

Baptism also speaks of regeneration,
“...thatlikeasChrist wasraised from
the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we should walk in newness of
life.” Being raised with Christ from the
dead isbeing “born again,” “If ye then
berisen with Christ, seek thosethings
which areabove, where Christ sitteth
on theright hand of God” (Cal. 3:1).
It iswalking in newness of life, not un-
der the letter of the law hoping to be
good enough for Heaven, but walking
in the Gospel as their rule of life. Ye
must be born again! Moreover, it is a
glorious anticipation of the resurrection
when the dead in Christ shall be raised
up to live with Him for ever [I Cor. 15;
| Thess. 4:13-18].

Baptistsbelievethat “immersion” not
only setsforth the death, burial and res-
urrection of Christ but the whole Gos-
pel in its Trinitarian formula. For in-
stance, by “immersion” into Christ’'s
death the elect “become dead to the
Law BY THE BODY OF CHRIST”
that they should be united or joined to
“him who is raised from the dead”
[Rom. 7:4]. It therefore portrays their
justification and redemption IN
CHRIST. Moreover, it proclaimsthat we
aredead to all hope of justification from
the Law. “1 through the law am dead
tothelaw, that | might live unto God.
| am crucified with Christ” [Gal. 2:19-
20]. Even the Church’s election IN
CHRIST isproclaimed in baptism show-
ing the “placing” of the elect IN
CHRIST by the Father “before the
foundation of the world.” “He hath
chosen usIN HIM” [Eph. 1:4].

Baptism is the only entrance into a
local, visible assembly of believers and
to the Lord's Table. Gospel churches
only receive regenerate believers who
are baptized by immersion. Many pro-
fessors are baptized today without any
direct leadings from God or areal grasp
of thischurch truth, “ For by one Spirit
are we all baptized into one body” [l
Cor. 12:13]. William Tyndale transl ates
this verse, “For in [en] one spirit are
we all baptized to make one body.”
This speaks of uniting and being one
with aparticular churchinwhichamem-
ber can say with Ruth, “ Entreat menot
to leave thee, or to return from fol-
lowing after thee: for whither thou
goest, | will go; and where thou
lodgest, | will lodge: thy people shall
be my people, and thy God my God:
wherethou diest, will | die, and there

will | be buried: the LORD do so to
me, and more also, if ought but death
part thee and me’ [Ruth 1:16-17].
These words remind usthat as Ruth for-
sook her nation Moab, and was identi-
fied with God' s people Israel, so inwa-
ter baptism there is a public confession
of forsaking the world and sin and unit-
ing with God’s people in a Gospel
church. In this sense baptism is forsak-
ing “ father, and mother, and wife, and
children, and brethren, and sisters,
yea, and hisown life also,” and being
united to God’s people [Luke 14:26].

Uniting with alocal churchisavery
weighty matter indeed because we bind
ourselves to God' s people with solemn
vows and promises, asin wedlock. Look
at Ruth’s*“I wills.” We break our vows
and dishonour our Head when we do not
love or care for each other. A churchis
the body of Christ, “So we, being
many, are one body in Christ, and
every one members one of another”
[Rom. 12:5]. Christians belong to each
other! How then can believers hate or
refuse one another? Can the arm or the
leg say, “| am separating from the body
because the eye has offended me.” NO!

Matthew next says, “Then came
Jesus. . .unto John to be baptized of
him.” The Saviour came to John the
Baptist for baptism because he was
God’s appointed administrator. Now
why isit so important that the adminis-
trator should be sent of God and hold
the doctrine of the Trinity for baptism
to be valid? Because an administrator
who has never obeyed the Gospel and
deniesthe Trinity hasno warrant to bap-
tize seeing the baptismal formula is
Trinitarian, “. . .baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost” (Matt. 28:19).
Would the Apostles have permitted any
one to baptize who had not himself sub-
mitted to baptism by immersion?
Though Christadel phians, Mormonsand
Jehovah Witnesses practice baptism by
immersion they are not God’ s approved
instruments. All alien baptism must be
refused with its false dispensers and
proselytes. And what shall we say of
paedobaptist clergymen who sprinkle
unregenerate babies contrary to the
Bible? It is therefore fitting that the ad-
ministrator himself should be regener-
ate, baptized by immersion, and believe
and uphold the Trinitarian formula as
expressed in the Athanasian Creed.

In 1807, James Haldane, after hav-
ing sprinkled ababy, wasasked asimple
guestion by his six year old son, “Fa-
ther, did that child believe?’” “No,” he
replied in amazement, “why do you ask
me such a question?’ “Because, father,
| have read thewhole of the New Testa-
ment, and | find that all who were bap-
tized, believed. Did the child believe?’
The question troubled his mind. After a
full study of the Bible he renounced “in-
fant sprinkling” and was publicly im-

mersed inwater. Hisbrother Robert soon
followed his example. Whole churches
saw thetruth of this ordinance and thou-
sands of the most devoted men of Scot-
land, who had taken the Bible as their
sole directory, reformed their churches,
and followed the Lord fully.

The Haldane brothers found they
could not fulfil all righteousnessin “in-
fant sprinkling.” Matthew tellsus, “ And
Jesus answering said unto John, Suf-
fer it to be so now: for thus it
becometh ustofulfil all righteousness.
Then he suffered him.” Note the US:
it becometh US. No one can enter those
baptismal waters rightly without Christ
and His righteousness. Apart from the
grace of Christ no one can fulfil all righ-
teousness.

(To be continued)

The Independency of
Continued from page 21

whom this definition can be applied. In
al the universe God is the only inde-
pendent being. All creation depends on
the Creator, the Creator depends on nei-
ther creature nor thing.

The independency of God does not
preclude the use of means in accom-
plishing His work in the world. This
teaching calls attention to the fact that
God does not have to use means. The
well-known slogan, “God is depending
onus,” makes Him weaker than we are.
The Bible says: “We are laborers to-
gether with God” (I Cor. 3:9) and
“workerstogether with him” (Il Cor.
6:1). The God of Heaven and earth of -
ten does use us in furthering His cause
in the world. But let us ever remember
that He can accomplish His work with-
out usif He pleases.

INDEPENDENT IN EXISTENCE

The God of the Bibleis self-existent.
He has in Himself the ground of His
existence. If it Hisvery natureto be. Man
is dependent on something outside of
himself for his existence, while God's
existence is underived and absolute. He
is independent in His being and in ev-
erything else. Everythinginthe universe
depends on Him for its existence; Heis
dependent on none. This is inconceiv-
ableto usmortals. Our mindsfindit hard
to understand how a being can be self-
sufficient from all eternity.

God has life as an independent pos-
session: “For as the Father hath life
in himself; so hath hegiven tothe Son
tohavelifein himself” (John 5:26). His
life does not come from any antecedent
lifein something else, for Hehasaways
existed as He now it. God is the sover-
eigngiver of life. Itisderived fromHim
and depends on Him. The God of all liv-
ing “gives life, and breath, and all
things’ to His creatures (Acts 17:25).

“...inthehand of theLord. . .isthe
soul of every living thing, and the
breath of all mankind” (Job 12:10). Job
said: “Thou hast granted me life and
favour, and thy visitation hath pre-
served my spirit” (Job 10:12).

A painter can paint the likeness of a
man which looksliketheliving man, yet
he cannot make the canvas havelifeand
breath. A sculptor can fashion a statue
which greatly resemblesthe man, but he
isvoid of the power to makeit havelife
and motion. Only God is sufficient to
do this, and He did it centuries ago. The
Lord fashioned Adam out of the dust of
the ground and gave him the breath of
life.

INDEPENDENT IN HISPERFEC-
TION

Thereisno perfection lacking in God.
Being absolutely independent, Heisthe
perfect Being. Our Lord commanded:
“Beyethereforeperfect, even asyour
Father which isin heaven is perfect”
(Matt. 5:48). Here we are told that God
is perfect in His nature and attributes.
There is a glorious compl eteness about
God.

The Bible not only affirms God is
perfect, but it also declares that all His
ways are perfect. 1| Samuel 22:31 says:
“Asfor God, hisway isperfect.” There
isnofault or error in God’ sdealingswith
his people. Every way of God is com-
plete in itself, and all His ways put to-
gether are in harmony with His perfec-
tion. Even so it may be said that the
works of God are perfect. Moses said of
God: “His work is perfect” (Deut.
32:4). All Hisworks in creation, provi-
dence, and redemption are entire, want-
ing nothing.

INDEPENDENT IN HISHAPPI -

NESS

There being no perfection wantingin
Godfor Heiseternally happy or blessed.
The Apostle Paul called Him “the
blessed” (Greek “makarios”—
“happy”) God” and“theblessed (Greek
“makarious) and only Potentate” (I
Tim. 1:17; 6:15). God is invariably
happy in the perfection of His nature;
He is God “blessed for ever” (Rom.
1:25). His happiness lies chiefly in two
things: a freedom from all evil and in
the possession of al good things.

Sin is the source of al disorder, di-
saster, and distressin the universe. This
evil has marred the happiness and com-
fort of both men and angels. Yet God is
free and independent of sin and all its
consequences. Being completely holy
He is dways perfectly happy. His hap-
pinessissuch that He cannot be tempted
with evil (Jas. 1:13), hence there is no
danger of Him becoming unhappy.

God’s omniscience is such that He
can never make a mistake or miscalcu-
lation. His wisdom prevents Him from
being deceived and drawn into unhap-
piness. His omnipotence guards against

Continued on page 24




Page 24

THE BEREA BAPTIST BANNER

February 5, 1999

The Independency ofGod

Continued from page 23

being overcome or oppressed by evil
forces. Thereisnothing any creature can
dotodisturb or disquiet God. From eter-
nity to eternity, He abides unhurt and
unhampered in a state of ease and com-
fort. Such things as grief and wrath are
ascribed to Him speaking after the man-
ner of men. In the absolute sense He is
unchangeably happy.
INDEPENDENT IN KNOWLEDGE

The knowledge of God like His ex-
istence is independent of creatures and
things. No being can impart knowledge
to God. The apostle exclaimed: “ O the
depth of therichesboth of thewisdom
and knowledge of God! how
unsear chable ar e hisjudgments, and
his ways past finding out! For who
hath known the mind of the L ord? or
who hath been counsellor? Or who
hath first given to him, and it shall be
recompensed unto him again? For of
him, and through him, and tohim, are
all things: towhom beglory for ever”
(Rom. 11:33-36).

The God of omniscience standsalone
inthe universe. No being can teach Him
or giveHim counsel. Earthly rulersneed
counselors of state whom they can con-
sult in times of perplexity and danger.
God does not need or want the advise of
puny man. Neither men nor angels are
qualified to contribute anything to en-
lighten Him who from eternity knew all
things.

Just what could God learn from any
ignorant creature? Man is but of yester-
day and knows nothing. It is not within
his power to penetrate the counsels of
Divine Omniscience! When compared
to the riches of God’'s wisdom and
knowledge all the speculations and con-
jecturesof men arevain and foolish. God
has “made foolish the wisdom of this
world,” and “thefoolishnessof God is
wiser than man” (I Cor. 1:20, 25). The
Lord warns: “Let not the wise man
gloryin hiswisdom. . .but let him that
glorieth glory in this, that he
under standeth and knoweth me, that
| amthelLord...” (Jer. 9:23-24).

The prophet raised the question: “ For
who hath stood in the counsel of the
Lord, and hath perceived and heard
his word?” (Jer. 23:18). Mere mortals
cannot enter into the secrets of the Most
High. They are too young to have been
a party to God's eternal council. The
apostleinquires. “For who hath known
themind of the Lord, that he may in-
struct him?” (I Cor. 2:16). The inter-
rogative form is a strong way of deny-
ing that anyone has ever known the mind
of the Lord. No creature can fully com-
prehend His plans and purposes. The
knowledge of God isindependent of cre-
ated beings who are limited in knowl-
edge. The knowledge in the creature is
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derived from the Creator.

INDEPENDENT IN HISWILL

Arminians make God dependent on
man’s depraved will in their system of
theology. God is ableto move and work
only asman permits Him to do so by his
freewill. It seems never to occur to them
that fallen man’s will is controlled by
his depraved nature. The human will is
greatly influenced by circumstances and
conditions. It is a terrible heresy to as-
sumethe Almighty isbound by any will
outside of Himself. It is extremely dif-
ficult for me to understand how
Arminians can go so far in defense of
man’s supposed freewill, while never
affirming thefreewill of God. It appears
they are more concerned about the free-
dom of man than the freedom of God.
Thisis so because their whol e theol ogi-
cal system defies man and dethrones
God.

The Bibleteaches God' swill isinde-
pendent of the will of the creature. Itis
not influenced by circumstance or con-
dition. God isthe only being in the uni-
verse with an absolute freewill.

In Daniel 4:35 Nebuchadnezzar de-
clared of God: “ And all theinhabitants
of the earth are reputed as nothing:
and he doeth according to hiswill in
the army of heaven, and among the
inhabitantsof theearth: and nonecan
stay his hand, or say unto him, what
doest thou?” When Arminian forces
have done their best at fancy twisting
and turning of this verse, it still means
that God' s power isirresistible and His
sovereignty uncontrollable. For God to
will athing isto performit: “What his
soul desireth, even that hedoeth” (Job
23:13). Hiswill joined to His power ac-
complishesHisdesiresand designswith-
out failure.

Romans 9:19 raises the question:
“For who hasresisted hiswill?” The
word translated “resist” istheword used
to denote the resistance offered by sol-
diersin battle (Eph. 6:13; Luke 21:15;
Acts 13:8). Paul’ s question implies an-
gelic and human resistance to God which
is unsuccessful. The will of God is ac-
complished despite al creature opposi-
tion. No frail creature of earth can suc-
cessfully resist “the counsel of hiswill”
(Eph. 1:11).

INDEPENDENT IN CREATION

The Bible openswith thewords:. “In

thebeginning God created the heaven
and theearth” (Gen. 1:1). Thiscreative
act was performed by God. It was His
mighty work of power and magjesty. This
was done by Him independent of pre-
existing materials or creature-help. The
heavens and the earth were made for
God’'s manifestive glory. But creation
added nothing to His perfections. It only
declared His eternal power and God-
head to man. Jehovah did not need cre-
ation to make Him God.

INDEPENDENT IN REDEMPTION

Thewhole scheme of redemption sets
forth God’ sindependency. It was under-
taken for man’'s sake and not God's
need. “The work of our Lord Jesus was
not needful on account of any necessity
inthe Divine Being. Jehovah would have
been inconceivably glorious had the
human race perished, and had no atone-
ment been offered. Although the life-
work and death-agony of the Son did
reflect unparalleled luster upon every
attribute of God, yet the Most Blessed
and Infinitely Happy God stood in no
need of the obedience and death of His
Son; it was for our sakes that the work
of redemption was undertaken, and not
because of any lack or want on the part
of the Most High” (C. H. Spurgeon).

INDEPENDENT OF CREATURE
SERVICE

All the works of men and angels add
nothing to the perfection and happiness
of God. In his speech at Athens Paul
asserted: “God that made the world
and all things therein, seeing that he
isLord of heaven and earth, dwelleth
not in temples made with hands; Nei-
ther is worshipped with men’s hand,
as though he needed any thing, see-
ing he giveth to all life, and breath,
and all things’ (Acts 17:24-25).

The heathen to whom Paul spoke had
a notion that the gods were nourished
by the offeringsthey madeto them. They
thought their gods needed houses and
food. They believed their offerings could
obligate their gods to the worshippers
for certain blessings. It is to be feared
that much Christian worship is scarcely
less than heathenism.

OnMarsHill Paul madeit known that
such could never be said of the God he
preached. He affirmed that the Creator
isnot dependent on the creaturefor help
or happiness. God made al and main-

tainsall, and He cannot be benefited by
any of man’s service. God has perfec-
tion in Himself, while the creature has
nothing good but what he received from
Him. God is independent of His crea
tures;, He needs nothing from them.
Nothing outside of Himself isnecessary
to God' s perfection.

Our prayer and praise do not benefit
God, but they greatly benefit us. Our
obedience and offerings to Him add
nothing to His Divinity, but they are of
great worth to us. The Lord condescends
to accept our humble services. These
good works make us better Christians,
but they never make Him a better God.
Jesus said: “ So likewise ye, when ye
shall havedoneall thosethingswhich
are commanded you, say, Weare un-
profitable servants. we havedonethat
which was our duty to do” (Luke
17:10). Our best services are mingled
with imperfections.

Man cannot profit God in his best
state. Eliphasinquired: “ Can a man be
profitableunto God, ashethat iswise
may be profitable unto himself? I s it
any pleasure to the Almighty, that
thou art righteous? or isit gaintohim,
that thou makest thy ways perfect”
(Job 22:2-3).

God is too great to be benefited by
puny man, for He is infinite in al His
perfections. A righteous man is no ad-
vantageto God’ s happiness. No man can
lay God under obligation by his own
righteousness. Some men of great piety
seem to feel God can't get along with-
out them. But the truth is, God could
make it without any manwho ever lived.
Man needs God, but God does not need
man.

Elihu asked: “If thou be righteous,
what givest thou him? or what
receiveth heof thinehand?. . .thy righ-
teousness may profit the son of man”
(Job 35:7-8). Good works performed by
abeliever are profitableto him, but they
contribute nothing to the greatness of
God.

God is the absolute owner of all the
earth and has need of nothing—not even
religiousworship. “1 am God, even thy
God. | will not reprove thee for thy
sacrifices or thy burnt offerings, to
havebeen continually beforeme. | will
take no bullock out of thy house, nor
he goat out of thy folds. For every
beast of the forest is mine, and the
cattle upon a thousand hills. I know
all thefowlsof themountains: and the
wild beasts of the field are mine. If |
werehungry, | would not tell thee: for
the world is mine, and the fulness
thereof” (Ps. 50:7-12).

When we give God of our substance,
wemerely returnit to itsrightful owner.
In connection with the offerings of the
temple David said: “But whoam I, and
what is my people, that we should be
able to offer so willingly after this

Continued on page 25
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sort? for all things come of thee, and
of thine own have we given thee” (I
Chron. 29:14).

Sinnersare so very foolish. They sup-
pose their evil acts some how hurt God
and lessen Hisglory. The Biblediscloses
that their sins hurt themselves and oth-
ers, but never God. Elihu asked: “ I f thou
sinnest, what doest thou against him?
or if thy transgressionsbemultiplied,
what doesthou untohim?. .. Thy wick-
edness may hurt a man asthou art. .
" (Job 35:6, 8). God is never troubled
with the sinner’ s transgressions (Ps. 2).
“The malice of sinnersisimpotent mal-
ice: it cannot destroy God's being or
perfections, cannot dethrone Him from
His power and dominion, cannot dimin-
ish His wealth and possessions, cannot
disturb His peace and repose, cannot
defeat His counselsand designs, nor can
it derogate from His essential glory”
(Matthew Henry).

PRACTICAL POINTS

First, it may be said that “ God knows
no limitations. He is never at the end of
Himself. Hisresources are never dimin-
ished. He never facesan emergency. He
knows nothing of crisis. He never resorts
to any new deal, for His plans and pur-
poses are al eternal. . .There never was
a time when God wondered what he
would or could do. He has no experi-
ment station where He learns what is
best, for He naturally knows what is
best” (C. D. Cale). It is shameful that
God'’ schildren so often mistrust the God
with whom all things are possible. We
act like God is limited in power by our
lack of faith (Ps. 78:41).

Second, this truth reveals man’s ut-
ter dependence on God. The missionary
to the Gentileswrote: “ Not that we are
sufficient of ourselves to think any
thing as of ourselves; but our suffi-
ciency is of God” (Il Cor. 3:5). Here
Paul acknowledges the success of his
ministry came from God, not any
strength of his own. Correct knowledge
of the independency of God destroys
boasting and stops self-confidenceinthe
Lord' s servants.

Third, let usnever serve God because
we feel it will add anything to His per-
fections. Never let uswork merely to get
God out of an embarrassing situation.
Both Abraham and Jacob tried this and
the result was chaos. The motive of
Christian serviceis“thelove of Christ
constraineth us’ (Il Cor. 5:14). Let us
serve the Lord because He requires it
(Deut. 10:12) and is pleased to accept
our servicefor Christ’ ssake. Let usserve
becauseit is profitable to us here (Luke
10:17) and hereafter (Heb. 6:10).

Fourth, a sinner should never think
that his repentance and faith can add to
theatonement of Christ. Truly abeliever

is“completein” Christ (Cal. 2:10). The
Redeemer by one offering “hath per-
fected for ever them that are sancti-
fied” (Heb. 10:14). Sin was put away
by the sacrifice of Christ (Heb. 9:26),
not by man’s repentance and faith. Men
are given repentance and faith that they
may know what Christ did for them on
Calvary.

Sinnersare commanded to repent and
believethe gospel (Mark 1:15), but they
must never be so foolish as to believe
their faith and repentance can add to the
atonement of the independent God. If
thiswere so then man’ sfaith saved him,
not the blood of Christ. Faith is his sav-
ior, and Christ had nothing to do with
his salvation. The truth is that aman is
saved solely by the atonement of Christ,
and he believes the gospel because
Christ died for him.

Cockrdl's

Corner

(The views expressed in this column are strictly
those of the editor of this paper. They do not
necessarily represent the views of supportersor
readers.)

CORRECTION PLEASE'!

It has been alleged by a neo-
Landmarker that J. M. Pendleton and A.
C. Dayton did not believe that when a
believer was baptized in water that he
became a church member. As| charged
in my book on Scriptural Church Orga-
nization, neo-L andmarkismis head-bent
on misrepresenting the views of the old
Baptists.

J.M.PENDLETON

Much is made about Pendleton mak-
ing baptism a“pre-
requisite”’ to church
membership. The
word “prerequi-
site” means “re-
quired beforehand,
especialy asanec-
essary condition
for something fol-
lowing.” Sofar asl
am able to ascertain that is just about
what all Baptists believe. You must be
baptized scripturally in water beforeyou
can be a church member. After you are
baptized you areamember. Y ou can take
the Lord’s Supper and vote in the busi-
ness meeting. Before you are baptized
you can do neither. Baptism is the last
prerequisite to church membership. Af-
ter baptism you are a church member
and in full fellowship with the church.
Neo-Landmarkers alleged that some-
thing must happen after baptism before
you can be a church member. This is
false.

Did J. M. Pendleton believe that bap-
tism put one into the church? Or, did he
believe that something else was needed
after baptism? | shall let him speak for
himself.

Writing againgt “alienimmersion,” he
said: “Baptism has been called a thou-
sand times‘ theinitiatory ordinance.” No
one, sofar asl know, objectstothisform
of expression. What does it mean? Ob-
vioudly that baptism isthe ordinance by
which persons areintroduced into avis-
ible church. It is the appointed rite of
induction. Very well. Then it follows
that no oneisinavisiblechurch of Christ
who has not been baptized. . .

“Itinductsinto avisible church. Now
can this ceremony of induction be per-
formed by a person who is not himself
inavisible church? Can onewho isout-
side of avisible church put another who
is outside inside of a visible church? |
can understand how he who is inside
initiates him who is outside; but how one
who is outside can initiate another who
is outside, defies my comprehension”
(Ford' sChristian Repository and Home
Circle, pp. 14-15, July 1889). Thedic-
tionary saystheword “induct” means*“to
admit as a member.”

Question: Did J. M. Pentleton believe
that after a man was baptized and or-
dained he could go around baptizing and
organizing churches at pleasure as mod-
ern-day neo-Landmarkers do? Listen to
him again: “Every church—I mean ev-
ery local church—is responsible to
Christ for the preservation of His ordi-
nances in their original integrity and
purity. The administrator of these ordi-
nances, then, isresponsibleto the church
of which he is a member. If this were
not the case, the administrator of the
ordinances could change or mutilate
them, where would be the remedy?
There would be none. Manifestly the
churches cannot maintain the ordinances
in their purity unless they have control
of the officers who administer the ordi-
nances. Thispoint seemsto metoo plain
to need elaboration” (ibid. p. 21).

A.C.DAYTON

| would not be so bold asto say that |
agree with all that
Elder Dayton
wroteor said onthe
church and king-
dom. It is true that
he did believe that
baptismintroduced
oneintothevisible
kingdom of Christ
of which the local
church isthe executive body. Neverthe-
less, we must understand what Bro. Day-
ton meant by the kingdom. In his two
volume book Theodosia Ernest he
writes: “The kingdom includes all the
Churches’ (Vol. Il, p. 12, 1869 edition).

Again he writes: “We are speaking
of the word church in its generic sense.
We are speaking of the executive body

in the kingdom of Christ. That kingdom
still existsasHe set it up. It hasthe same
Lord and the same laws. It has aso the
same ordinances and the same executive.
That executiveisthe Church. The king-
dom cannot exist and be perpetuated
without the Church, for it isthe Church
only that is authorized to receive mem-
bersinto the kingdom, either by her own
act or that of officers appointed by her.
Now, the kingdom has come down, by a
regular succession of subjects, from gen-
eration to generation. There must have
been, therefore, aregular succession of
Churches to receive and cherish them.
But these Churches must have been all
formed upon the same Scripture model,
and have been regular successorsto each
other. If wefind at any time anew orga-
nization, with a new constitution, con-
sisting of different materials, and gov-
erned by different regulations from the
original Church, as established by
Christ, then we can readily understand
that it is not His Church, but some new
thing that has come in its place. We do
not say that the model Church which was
at Jerusalem, or any other of the
Churches which were founded in apos-
tolic times, has continued to the present
time, but only that there have always
been Churches formed upon the same
model. Those first Churches were not
extinct till others were in being, de-
scended from themselves, and having
the same L ord, the same faith, the same
baptism, the same objects, the same of -
fices, the same character of members,
and, like themselves, executing thelaws
and observing the ordinances of the
kingdom” (ibid., p. 176).

Neo-Landmarkersallegethat Dayton
believed that being in the kingdom had
nothing to do with being in the church.
Thisishardly the case. Hear him again:
“But it isjust as true that no one can be
aChurch member who has not been bap-
tized, as though baptism were itself the
DOOR (cap. MRC) of entranceinto the
Church” (ibid., p. 150).

In telling how a person becomes a
church member he writes: “In general,
however, the application for baptism is
regarded by both parties as an applica-
tion for reception into the Church as a
member, and the determination that he
ought to be baptized is accompanied by
aresolution to regard him as a member
s0 soon as he shall have been baptized;
and he is, therefore, immediately upon
his baptism amember, to all intentsand
purposes, even without any formal act
of recognition” (ibid., p. 151).

Brethren, if some of you want to go
off into neo-Landmarkism, then do so if
you feel you must. But, brethren, do not
twist and turn the words of our old Bap-
tist brethren to justify your departure
from the faith. It would be wisdom to
giveup J. M. Pendleton and A. C. Day-
ton as men who espoused your new-
light position.
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me God.”

The committee is addressing today a
critical problem within thearmed forces
that many civilians do not fully appre-
ciate. The president is the commander-
in-chief. Although he does not wear a
military uniform, heisamilitary leader.
In this regard, | urge the committee to
address two fundamental issues of mili-
tary leadership: honor and accountabil-
ity.

Within the leadership of the United
States armed forces, these virtues are
indispensable. Without them, soldiers,
sailors, airmen, Marines and civilians
die unnecessarily.

If the committee finds that the com-
mander-in-chief has engaged in conduct
that undermines the standards Congress
has set for military |eadership—to which
the president has aready indisputably
admitted—I urge Congress to hold the
commander-in-chief accountable not
only for the good order and discipline
of the United States Armed Forces, but
also more fundamentally, for the sur-
vival of the American Rule of Law.

When a military leader chooses to
engage in dishonorable conduct, he ei-
ther resigns or is removed from any po-
sition of responsibility, i.e., cashiered,
by those to whom he is accountable. In
any event, military leaders are account-
able for poor choices. Military leaders
also serve asrole models for honorable
and virtuous conduct. Their troops ex-
pect no less. When the troops know a
leader is not being held accountable for
dishonorable conduct, the “corrosive
effect” is devastating on the good order
and discipline of the armed forces.

President Theodore Roosevelt, who
served as assi stant secretary of the Navy,
leader of the “Rough Riders” in the
Spanish-American War of 1898, asvice
president, and then as president and
commander-in-chief, said this about
American national greatness and lead-
ership:

“The streamwill not permanently rise
higher than the main source; and the
main source of national power and na-
tional greatnessis found in the average
citizenship of the nation. Therefore it
behooves us to do our best to see that
the standard of the average citizen iskept
high; and the average cannot be kept
high unless the standard of the leaders
isvery much higher.”

Congress is responsible for setting
these “very much higher” standards of
leadership for the United States Armed
Services. Section 8 of Article | empow-
ers Congress to “make Rules for the
Government and Regulation of the land
and naval Forces.” Congressisalso re-
sponsible for holding the commander-
in-chief accountable for “high crimes

and misdemeanors.”

Technical legal arguments that the
Uniform Code of Military Justice may
not apply to the commander-in-chief
miss the point. At issue are some of the
first principles upon which our colonial
forefathers pledged their “ sacred honor.”

The First Article of the 1775 “Rules
for the Regulation of the Navy of the
United Colonies of North-America,”
which is still public law (10 U.S. C.
5947), mandatesthat: “ All commanding
officers and others in authority in the
naval service are required to show in
themselves a good example of virtue,
honor, patriotism, and subordination. .
.to guard against and suppress all disso-
lute and immoral practices, and to cor-
rect, according to the laws and regula-
tions of the Navy, al persons who are
guilty of them.”

Likewise, the current congressional
mandate that all commissioned officers
comport to ahigher standard of personal
behavior—both on and off duty—traces
tothe1775“ American Articlesof War,”
which forbade officers from “behaving
in ascandal ous, infamous manner,” and
required that any officer found guilty “ of
any fraud. . .beipso facto cashiered, and
deemed unfit for further service as an
officer.”

A crisis of military discipline looms
if any commander, by his words and
actions, promotes an adagethat “you can
engage in whatever behavior you get
away with, and even if you're caught,
it's OK to evade accountability if you
can get away withthat.” A constitutional
crisis looms if Congress does not hold
all officers with full responsibility to a
standard of full accountability. Respon-
sibility without accountability “accord-
ing to law” undermines the core foun-
dation of the Constitution, the principle
known asthe“Ruleof Law” (asopposed
to the rule of men), without which our
Constitution is no more than a piece of
paper. By definition, the Rule of Law
cannot be influenced by public opinion,
whether through public opinion polls or
otherwise.

The United States Armed Forces now
have a more fundamental challenge to
leadership training than simply instill-
ing character traits adverse to lying,
cheating, and stealing: How do we in-
still in young leaders the moral courage
to admit when they are wrong and to
accept accountability for poor choices?
Personal example by senior leaders, up
to and including the commander-in-
chief, isan essential starting point—and
risk to personal ambitions is no excuse
for any officer of the United States
Armed Forcesto fall in this regard.

| urge Congress to consider the high
standards of personal conduct it has set
for leaders of the American military, and
to hold the commander-in-chief ac-
countable to at least those standards—
for the good order and discipline of the

United States armed forces and for the
survival of the American Rule of Law.
(The author is a retired four-star ad-
miral who served as chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff from 1970-74).

X XX XX XX XX X
1998
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Communist Chinasigned aUN docu-
ment pledging to protect human rights
and religious freedom, then launched a
fresh crackdown on underground Chris-
tians. Saudi Arabiareleased some Chris-
tians, and then arrested a new batch
months later.

Our leftist press said the November
€election was arepudiation of the Repub-
lican Party, ignoring the fact that voters
left both houses of Congress in Repub-
lican contral. It isworth noting that eight

million fewer GOP voters went to the
polls in 1998, and one million more
Democrats showed up.

OUR NATION

Thereisan ever-growing dissatisfac-
tion on the part of the American people
with both major parties. Inthelast presi-
dential election lessthan half even both-
eredtovotefor either Bill Clinton or Bob
Dole (a Democrat who ran on the Re-
publicanticket). Bill Clinton was elected
by a mere 24 percent of the people of
this country. Most Americans are con-
vinced that no matter who they send to
Washington things will slowly grow
worse and worse.

The Clinton Administration began the
year on the attack, with Hillary Clinton
blaming a“vast right-wing conspiracy”
for her husband’ s mounting legal woes.
That charge led Patrick Mahoney of the
Christian Defense Coalition to predict
that “the strategy of the White House

Continued on page 27
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will be to attack the religious right.”
Clinton aide Sidney Blumenthal in a
speech at Harvard noted that Deputy
Independent Counsel W. Hickman
Ewing Jr. was a“religious fanatic” who
prayed each day and was aleader in his
church. Blumenthal apologized after
more than 50 members of Congress
signed a letter pointing out that praying
and church going are not considered
character flaws, even in 1998.
President Clinton took to national
television Aug. 17 to admit that he had
indeed been involved in a relationship
with Monica Lewinsky that was “not
appropriate” and “wrong.” Clinton in-
sisted that his earlier testimony, while
misleading, was“legally accurate,” and

then launched into an attack on Special
Prosecutor Kenneth Starr.

Clinton turned to Tony Campolo and
Gordon MacDonald for spiritual advise
and support. Billy Graham got on the
bandwagon too.

Believing that Campolo and
MacDonald were being used and ma-
nipulated, 75 religious scholarsissued a
strongly worded statement protesting
“the manipulation of religion and the
debasing of moral language” in the on-
going Clinton sex scandal. They warned
that religious leaders should not “pro-
vide authentication for apolitically mo-
tivated and incomplete repentance that
seeks to avert serious consequences for
wrongful acts.”

When the Monica Lewinsky investi-
gationwasat its peak, President Clinton
ordered missile strikes against alleged
terrorist sitesin Afghanistan and Sudan.

The bombing in Sudan turned out to be
an aspirin factory. Then on the eve of
the President’s near-certain impeach-
ment, he bombed Irag. It came as no
surprise that aresolution of the Russian
Dumathe day after the President started
bombing Iraq read: “ The State of Duma
appeals to Monica Lewinsky to under-
take corresponding measuresto restrain
the emotions of Bill Clinton.”

Most of us will certainly remember
the article by Kenneth L. Woodward in
Newsweek (11-2-98) on “Sex, Sin, and
Salvation.” He wrote: “To understand
Clinton the President, you have to meet
Bill the Baptist, a believer whose faith
leaves plenty of license.” He continued:
“Either way, Bill Clinton—boath the pub-
lic and private man—cannot be fully
understood without grasping the nuances
of his Baptist upbringing.” The article
greatly misrepresented our Baptist faith
and practice, and it revealed the type of
Baptist man that the liberal wing of the
Southern Baptist Convention has pro-
duced.

To the surprise of many, the Repub-
licans on Dec. 11 and 12 approved four
articles of impeachment for President
Bill Clinton. Then most of the Republi-
cans in the House of Representatives
with five Democrats approved two of
these articles of impeachment to go be-
forethe Senatefor trial. Only God knows
what may happen in 1999.

What will Republicans do? They
could ignore the polls and the people
(largely misinformed by the liberal
press), and they could vote the Consti-
tution and their conscience to impeach
the President. By this they could show
themselves to be the party of principle
and regain the respect of many people.
This would take much courage which |
fear they do not possess.

The Republicans could become fear-
ful of being able to secure the 67 votes
needed for impeachment and become
afraid of policeman Larry Flynt (porno-
king) with amillion in his hand for any
woman who had a sexual affair with a
Congressman. If this be the case, they
will settlefor censure which Clinton has
agreed to accept. If they do this, they
will be guilty of what the jurors did in
thetrial of O. J. Simpson. A censureisa
cop-out, for there is no constitutional
provision for the censure of aPresident,
and Congress should not create a prece-
dence.

Rep. J. C. Watts, a Baptist preacher
from Oklahoma, has well said: “If we
do not label lawlessness, our children
cannot recognize it. And if we do not
punish lawlessness, our children will not
believeit. Soif someonewereto ask me,
‘J. C., why do you vote for, why do you
vote for the articles of impeachment.’ |
would say, ‘I did it for our children.’”
Thank God for such a Baptist preacher
who will take such afirm stand!

What will the Democrats do? Pres-

ently, they look very bad, seeing only
five are on record of believing that ly-
ing under oath is a crime. If they con-
tinue to support the president, they will
promote a new set of value-based re-
forms for our country. | list a few: (1)
Perjury is acceptable under certain cir-
cumstances; (2) Contempt of court is
acceptablein certain circumstances; (3)
Obstruction of justice is acceptable in
certain circumstances; (4) Deliberate
public lying by elected officials is ac-
ceptable; (5) Supervisor/subordinate sex
in the workplace is acceptable.

Democrats could put heavy pressure
onthePresident to resign hisoffice. This
would allow him to leave office with as
much respect as Richard Nixon and Bob
Livingston. | doubt this will happen as
Clinton refusestoresign or admit helied
under oath.

Thereisathird choicefor Democrats.
Out of love of country and respect for
the Constitution, they could vote to im-
peach the President. Thisisaslikely as
an ice stormin Hell.

It seems to me that the course of ac-
tion is simple and clear. Let the Senate
examine the charges against the Presi-
dent of lying under oath and obstruct-
ing justice. If he has been unjustly ac-
cused, he should welcome atria so he
can have an honorable acquittal. On the
other hand, if the President is guilty as
charged, let him be removed from of-
fice. A censure deal will do neither of
these. In fact, he was censured by the
Housein its articles of impeachment.

“The Founders gave the office of
presidency great power, and they ex-
pected those who held the office would
do so with a proper appreciation for the
law and the honor conferred on them.
Limitswere placed on that power, how-
ever. James Iredell, a member of the
North Carolina Supreme Court and a
delegate to his state’ s ratifying conven-
tion, said: *Under our Constitution. . .no
man has an authority to injure another
with impunity. No man isbetter than his
fellow-citizens, nor can pretend to su-
periority over the meanest man in the
country. If the President does a single
act by which the people are prejudiced,
he is punishable himself, and no other
man merely to screen him. If he com-
mits any misdemeanor in office, he is
impeachable, removable from office,
and incapacitated to hold any office of
honor, trust, or profit. If he commitsany
crime, he is punishable by the laws of
his country and in capital cases may be
deprived of his life’” (Cal Thomas in
Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal, 12-
30-98, p. 4A).

If President Bill Clinton goes unpun-
ished for his*“high crimes (any crime of
a gitting president while in office is a
high crime) and misdemeanors,” then a
parentheses should be placed under the
words on the Supreme Court Building

Continued on page 28
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which read: “Equal justice under law.”
The words in parentheses should read:
“Except for presidents.”

When we once say our president does
not have to live by the same laws that
the rest of us do, we have set the stage
for atyrant to rule us.

This year the Republican Congress
abandoned their contract with America
for concessions and compromises with
the Democrats. Just afew weeks before
an election they passed the most pork-
laden budget in history. The 3,825-page
fiscal 1999 appropriations bill carried a
price tag of more than $520 billion.

Hereareafew itemsinthebill. There
is $12.8 hillion for foreign aid (which
does not include the $17.9 hillion in
credit for the International Monetary
Fund). There is $98 million for the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts. Thereis
$1.1 million for manure handling and
disposal in Mississippi. (They could put
part of it in my yard and garden free of
charge—MRC). There is $3 million for
construction of a Hispanic performing
arts center in New Mexico, and more
than $5 million for researching the uses
of wood in eight states. The GOP has
demonstrated it no longer holds conser-
vative principles and that it cannot be
trusted.

OUR WORLD

In Communist China, the government
launched a fresh crackdown on the in-
dependent house church movement in
apparent response to a letter of protest
calling for better treatment of Christians
by the government. Some 40 people
werearrested Oct. 26 in Henan province
while holding a church meeting, and on
Nov. 5 government forces raided a
Christian meeting of about 100 people.
Some of those arrested were freed after
paying steep fines, while others were
held and reportedly tortured.

Despite continued opposition from
communist governments, the strongest
challenge to Christianity in 1998 came
from Muslim-dominated nations.

Pakistan continued to useits broadly
written blasphemy law to persecute
Christians. Believers are routinely sen-
tenced to death for blasphemy, even
though often the only evidenceisan ac-
cusation from a Muslim. Pakistan has
resisted pressure to change its law, de-
spite mounting evidence that Muslims
most often use it to make false charges
against Christians, in order to settle
grudges or gain business advantages.

In Saudi Arabia a number of Chris-
tians were arrested in June for sharing
their faith through literature distribution
and showing of the*“ Jesus” film. In July,
Saudi Prince Abdul Aziz offered assur-
ances that all Christians being held in
his nation would be freed. He was true

to hisword: the prisonerswerefreed and
deported.

In Indonesia, the world’ s most popu-
lous Islamic nation, rioting mobs con-
tinue to burn churches. On Nov. 22,
Muslim rioters in Jakarta damaged at
least 23 churches, as well as Christian
homes and businesses.

Morocco aso got in on the act, de-
taining five westerners charged with
importing Bibles without proper cus-
toms permits.

The situation remained decidedly
unresolved in Sudan, wherecivil war has
claimed an estimated 1.9 million lives
in the last 15 years—70,000 in 1998
alone. The Muslim north is determined
to spread Islam to the Christian and
Animist south, and has used military
action and starvation inits“missionary”
campaign. Another favoritetacticisthe
taking of dlaves. Islamic raidersfromthe
North descend on Christian and Animist
villagesin the south, killing the men and
seizing the women and children. Most
are sold to familiesin the North, though
many boysaretakento facilitiesthat are
a cross between a school and a concen-
tration camp, where they are taught the
Koran and trained to be soldiers for
Sudan’s Islamic government.

The U. S. House of Representatives
passed a“ Freedom from Religious Per-
secution Act” which would require the
US to impose economic sanctions
against countries that practice religious
persecution. As expected, the House
caved to the White House and removed
the word “require” which gave the bill
great flexibility. Thisreduced the bill to
amere dap onthewrist. Exempted from
sanctions are Sudan’'s prodigious gum
arabic exports, even though Sudanisone
of the world’ s most oppressive govern-
ments.

DEATHS

Georgi Vins, former General Secre-
tary of the Council of Evangelical Bap-
tist Churches, the leadership body of
2,000 persecuted congregations in what
wasthen the Soviet Union, died Jan. 11,
months after being diagnosed with a
malignant inoperable brain tumor. He
was 69. Soviet authorities repeated im-
prisoned Vinsfor hisreligiousactivities.
After moving to the west, Vins orga-
nized the ministry known as Russian
Gospel Ministries, which translates and
publishes Christian literature for Russia,
and supports pastors and churches in
other ways.

Harold Lindsell, author of The Battle
for the Bible and editor of Christianity
Today magazine, died Jan. 15 after a
long illness. He was 84.

One of the year’s most celebrated
deaths came Feb. 3 when Karla Faye
Tucker, the convicted pickax killer who
became aborn-again Christianin prison,
was executed by the State of Texas. She
was 38.

Eldridge Cleaver, the former minis-

ter of information for the Black Panther
Party, died May 1. He was 62.

Roy Rogers, the “King of the Cow-
boys” known for making more than 100
films and for his strong Christian wit-
ness, died July 6. He was 86. Born
Leonard Slye, he was the nation’s top
Western movie star in the 1940s and
1950s, and starred in atelevision series
from 1951 to 1957. Rogers spoke at
many religious gatherings.

Jerry Clower, aMississippi comedian
who recorded 31 albums with sales of
more than eight million, died Aug. 24,
shortly after undergoing heart bypass
surgery. He was 71. Clower, a Baptist,
performed over 200 shows a year and
wrote four books, including Ain't God
Good! Throughout his career, he made
it a point to be a godly witness to his
faith in Jesus. Clower spent his life
spreading laughter, explaining, “I am
convinced that there is only one place
where there is no laughter, and that’s
Hell. I have made arrangementsto miss
Hell. Praise God, | won't ever have to
be anywhere that there ain’t no laugh-
ter.”

Former Alabama Gov. George
Wallace, an ardent segregationist who
later rejected racism, died Sept. 13 of
cardiac arrest at 79. Wallace wasaborn-
again Christian and atruly great man of
his generation.

Elder Sidney Fisher of Ashland, Ky.,
departed thislife June 21, 1998. He was
87.

CHURCHES

Theyear of 1998 wasayear of much
controversy over baptism and the
church. Modern new-lighters madetheir
position clear on someissues. They now
openly declare “that during times of ex-
treme persecution or other highly un-
usual circumstances, aBaptist church or
churches may possibly be started by
members-in-good-standing of a Baptist
church or churches simply by their
covenanting together to form anew con-
gregation, without their being formally
dismissed by letter from their church or
churches for this express purpose.”

Briefly | list afew of their positions
put forth in 1998:

(1) Theolder achurchthemorevalid
isitsbaptism and ordination. The Catho-
lic Church will be glad to hear this.

(2) It is “unscriptural, unbaptistic,
unorthodox, and parliamentarily incor-
rect” for a church to rescind the vote of
receiving memberswhose baptism it has
cause to doubt.

(3) If a church rescinds the vote of
receiving such memberswhose baptism
it has cause to doubt, it must return the
tithesto such members. The ACLU will
be glad to hear this. However, if a pas-
tor is subjected to such, it is not neces-
sary that he return his salary which the
church paid him.

(4) If achurch hasamission or mis-
sionary which remains under the author-

ity of its sponsoring church, it has set
itself up as “a Baptist pope.”

(5) Oneisbaptized into the churchin
the same sense that he is baptized into
Christ, confusing Christ and His church
asuniversal, invisible church men do as
well as Campbellites.

(6) Baptism is amere “prerequisite”
to church membership, but we were not
told what else must be done after bap-
tism to make one a church member.

(7) The authority to begin a new
church comesdown vertically from God.
It does not come horizontally from an-
other true church.

(8) Thosewho believethat one church
should start another church of like faith
and order are “pedigree pushers.”

It was alleged in 1998 that the Editor
of this paper had changed his mind about
theindependency of thelocal church. To
my surprise, many statements were
quoted from what | had written, but not
one single one was introduced to indi-
cate from any of my writings to prove |
had changed. Surely the author of this
article must have been jesting, but | did
not find it funny.

By e-mail my book on Scriptural
Church Organization was examined in
a number of articles. | did not respond
as | saw nothing that needed any re-
sponse. Others who hold views similar
to mine did take the writer to task for
some of his statements.

Itisnow clear to al that the new-light
movement contains two classes. First,
thosewho once did believein one church
starting another church, but have now
obtained new light. These are apostate
Landmark Baptists. Second, those who
in truth never did believe in scriptura
church organization. These are not apos-
tate Landmarkers, for their viewson the
church have always been much the same
with Reformed Baptists and Primitive
Baptists. These have merely passed for
atimein Landmark circles because we
thought they were real Landmarkers.

This past year one went to great
length to prove that his church came
from another church. One small matter
was omitted: the fact how some of his
members went out of a church in their
own city before being received by state-
ment into another church. Only when
thisisknownwill the record truly be set
straight.

THINGS AT OUR CHURCH

Theyear of 1998 will belong remem-
bered as avery good year for the Berea
Baptist Church, Mantachie, Miss., and
its pastor. We doubled the size of our
building. In the front part of the new
building is the Berea Baptist Library.
True to my promise, | have aready put
my books in it, and | have given the
church a will saying that all my books
become the property of Berea Baptist
Church upon my death. Much organi-
zation of thelibrary remains, and | want
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to thank all who helped in any way in
making thisold dream of mine areality.
We expect to preserve and acquire books
and historical matters of our Landmark,
Sovereign Grace Baptist churches.

Our library will be different from
some libraries. We will not loan books,
for Baptistsare“ good” bookkeepers. We
will copy some old books and probably
put some of them on our church web
page on the internet. It will be mostly a
researchlibrary. A person may comeand
read to his heart’s content by appoint-
ment, if he lives out-of town. If helives
locally, he may come by and read and
study when we are in the church build-
ing or nearby.

Our missionary in the Philippines,
Elder Rogelio E. Torreon, baptized a
number of souls and started new works.
Wergjoice with him in these evangelis-
tic works.

New memberswerereceived into our
church in 1998. These were Gregory,
Pamela, Stephen, Rebekah, and Scotty
Hartman. They have been agreat bless-
ing to our church. We have had some
visitors who have al so attended our ser-
vices.

The last week of August, 1998, our
church opened the Itawamba Christian
Academy with grades from K-5 to 12.
We now have 30 studentsin our school.
The school meetsin our church in what
wasoriginally intended to be our fellow-
ship hall. The Editor is the senior ad-
ministrator and Elder Gregory Hartman
isour principal. We have other teachers
in the school. The students are doing
well, and many of them areahead intheir
PACES. Thisis our first year, and we
have afull house. | expect the day will
come when we will need a separate
building for our Christian school, but
before we can do any of that we must
pay for our present new building.

Two books came from the Editor’s
pen in 1998: Scriptural Church Orga-
nization and The Song of Solomon. The
first sold over 700 copieswithinthefirst
month of its publication—a record for
any book | have written. As | write this
(12-26-98), we are putting the final
touch to my book on Here Comes the
Bride. In 1999 we expect to reprint my
book on The Doctrine of Hell. We will
also print a limited number of other
booklets on the order of The Song of
Solomon. We have plans to print some
tracts as well.

Welcome to 1999!

By Robert Haldane

The
Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures

Part 3

(1764 - 1842)

Let those who treat the Scripturesin
this manner pause, and review the prin-
ciplesonwhich they are proceeding; and
let them cease to perplex “plain Chris-
tians’ with their rash and unhallowed
speculations. The great body of believ-
ers receive, with implicit credence, the
whole contents of the Bible as the
oracles of God; —they venture neither
toaddtoit nor to takefromit. Convinced
that it isthe book of God, they treat even
those parts of it which they do not un-
derstand with humble reverence; and in
them is fulfilled what is written (Matt.
9:25), while the fancied wisdom and
knowledge of many learned critics has
perverted them (Isa. 47:10). Thosewho,
in the spirit of little children, read in the
Epistles of Paul to Timothy, that “all
Scripture is given by inspiration of
God,” will not easily be induced to be-
lieve, that in the very same Epistles the
Apostle has contradicted hisown decla
ration, and has afforded at |east two ex-
amples of the fallacy and unsoundness
of what he had, ailmost in the same
breath, so solemnly affirmed. And it is
upon the general ground of these pas-
sagesbeing found in Scripture, indepen-
dently of the meaning which may be af-
fixed to them, that we denounce the pro-
fane manner in which they have been
treated, and hold them to be a portion of
the Word of God.

It was in this light that Origen, who
was born towards the end of the second
century, viewed those parts of Scripture
asinspired, of which hewas not able to
discover the use. The following are his
words, when quoting Mark 10:50: “ Shall
we say that the Evangelist wrote with-
out thought, when he related the man’s
casting away his garment, and leaping
and coming to Jesus? and shall we dare
to say that these things wereinserted in
the Gospelsin vain? For my part, | be-
lieve that not one jot or tittle of the Di-
vine instruction is in vain. —We are
never to say that there is any thing im-
pertinent or superfluousin the Scriptures
of the Holy Spirit, though to some they
may seem obscure. But we are to turn
the eyes of our mind to Him who com-
manded these things to be written, and
seek of Him the interpretation of them.
—The sacred Scriptures come from the
fullness of the Spirit; so that there is
nothing in the Prophets or the Law, or
the Gospel, or the Apostles, which de-
scends not from the fullness of the Di-
vine Mgjesty.” “Well knowing,” says
Irenaeus, “that the Scriptures are perfect,
as dictated (or spoken) by the Word of
God and His Spirit—a heavy punish-
ment awaits those who add to, or take
from, the Scriptures.”

Theinspiration of Luke, inwriting the
account of Paul’ s shipwreck, and that of
Paul inwriting for his cloak, stand upon
the same foundation as their inspiration
in recording the plan of salvation. But
even if it were true, as many ignorantly
suppose, that Paul, in his seventh chap-
ter of thefirst Epistleto the Corinthians,
guards against the idea of his inspira-
tion in the cases there referred to, then
every thing that he has written, isto be
taken asinspired, when he givesno such
intimation; and consequently his mes-
sage about the cloak and parchments,
and his medical advice to Timothy,
would have their claim to inspiration
fully authenticated, even in the view of
those persons who pervert the meaning
of that chapter.

Some who are satisfied as to the in-
spiration of all the other partsof the New
Testament Scriptures, are doubtful con-
cerning theinspiration of the three books
written by Mark and L uke, who were not
Apostles. From early accounts concern-
ing these disciples, it is reckoned by
many that they were among the seventy
whom Jesus sent out in Judea. We know
for certain, that they respectively accom-
panied Peter and Paul in their journeys,
and they are mentioned by these two
Apostles with much regard. The
Apostles not only received the miracu-
lous gifts of the Holy Spirit, but by lay-
ing on their hands imparted these gifts
to other disciples. When Peter went
down to Samaria, he laid his hands on
the disciples there, who then received
the Holy Ghost. When Paul wroteto the
Christians at Rome, he informed them
that helonged to seethem, that he might
impart to them some spiritual gift. Paul
had communicated a gift to Timothy
whom he employed, ashealsodid Titus,
in directing the churchesin his absence.
“I put theein remembrance, that thou
stir up thegift of God whichisin thee,
by the putting on of my hands.” By
means of these gifts, those who pos-
sessed them were enabled to speak in
languages they had never learned, and
some of them to speak, by “revelation,”
the mind of God. There can be no rea-
son, then, to doubt, that to Mark and
Luke, considering the circumstancesin
which they stood with the Apostles, the
best miraculous giftswere al'so commu-
nicated. They were not Apostles, but
they were prophetswho received imme-
diate revelations from the Spirit (Eph.
4:11).

But the conclusive argument asto the
inspiration and fitness of these two dis-
ciplesto contribute the books they have
furnished to the sacred volume, does not
rest on any supposition, however good

the grounds of it may be, but on thefact,
that the first churches, under the imme-
diate guidance and superintendence of
the Apostles, received these bookson an
equal footing with the other Scriptures.
The nation of Israel was appointed by
God himself to be the depositories of the
Old Testament Scriptures, which are
stamped with the authority of Jesus
Christ. In like manner, to that nation
which constitutes the kingdom of
Heaven, the New Testament Scriptures
were committed. To it they were ad-
dressed and delivered by the Apostles,
whom Christ had commissioned to
record Hiswords, which these Scriptures
contain. The inspiration, therefore, of
this second portion of the Holy Scrip-
tures, stands on the same footing with
that of the first portion, and is equally
stamped with His authority. We appeal
to the canon of the Jews with respect to
the Old Testament, and we have the
same strong ground of confidence, when
we receive from the first churches the
Scriptures of the New Testament. As,
therefore, the Gospelsof Mark and L uke,
and the Acts of the Apostles, were re-
ceived by them without dispute, were
read by them in their assemblies every
Lord sday, and taken for theruleof their
duty, asof equal authority with the other
Scriptures, which we have already seen
by quotations from the early Christian
writers; so we conclude with certainty,
that these books stand on the same foot-
ing point of authority, in other words,
of inspiration, with all therest, and form
apart of the words of Christ, by which
we shall be judged at the last day.

Many supposethat the historical parts
of Scripture were written by men ac-
guainted with thefactsthat are recorded,
under a Divine superintendence, by
which they were prevented from falling
into any error. This opinion is founded
on very low and erroneousideas of these
portionsof the Word of God, and of their
use. It supposes that these histories are
little more than the narrative of the facts
they contain, inwhich weare not greatly
concerned. But every fact they recordis
fraught with important instruction. This
idea was so strongly impressed on the
Jews, that they maintained that God had
more care of the letters and syllables of
the Law, than of the starsin Heaven; and
that upon each tittle of it, whole moun-
tains of doctrine hung. Hence every in-
dividual letter of the Law wasnumbered
by them, and notice was taken how of-
ten it occurred. The facts of the Scrip-
ture history teach the character of God,
and the character of man. They are the
history of God's providence and ways,
and all of them refer to the work of the
Messiah.

The historical parts of Scripture are
both introductory to, and illustrative of,
the plan of redemption. The general im-
portance, in areligious point of view, of

Continued on page 32




Page 30

THE BEREA BAPTIST BANNER

February 5, 1999

The
Berea Baptist Banner Forum

Submit questions on any Bible topic
PO Box 39

The Berea Baptist Banner

Mantachie, Mississippi 38855

When a church takes a member by statement of faith, did not the member coming into such a church dismiss himself
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| am convinced that any additionto a
true church must be the work of God
(Acts 2:47). Acts 2:41 reveals that the
addition was made after a reception of
God’'s Word and submission to
believer’s baptism on the part of those
who were added. Having said this about
one's initial reception into the fellow-
ship of aBaptist church we consider how
atransfer of membership from one Bap-
tist church to another Baptist church
takes place.

It has been a traditional custom, as
an ethical action, for one Baptist church
to send a letter of recommendation to
another Baptist church when one’s
membership is transferred. Il
Corinthians 3:1 mentions “epistles of
commendation” or “letters of com-
mendation.” Whilethisdoesnot allude
to a transfer of church membership, it
does show usthat letters of commenda-
tion from one church to another is Scrip-
tural. A letter of recommendation from
one church to another givesinformation
concerning Scriptural baptismand one’'s
state of fellowship.

It ismy understanding that receiving
a person into church membership on a
statement of faith was originaly estab-
lished asaway to receive a person from
a church which no longer existed. It is
apparent that in such a case a vote to
dismiss could not be taken.

In certain instances churches which
make claim to being orthodox take
members on a statement of faith when
they feel that an injustice has been done
to the person by the church where mem-
bership was held. However one may feel
about this matter as being acceptable or
unacceptable, the fact remains that the
person or persons have dismissed them-
selves without the consent of their
church.

Occasionally, members are received
into a Baptist church by a statement of
faithwhen they haveleft achurchwhich
has departed from the faith. The church
receiving them will not accept a letter
from the church they left. In this caseit

must be said that this is an example of
persons dismissing themselves from a
church without its consent.

JMMIE B. DAVIS

Garner Smith
113 Keith Drive
Clarksville, TN 37043

Pastor
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Clarksville, TN 37043

Taking membersby statement of faith
isin my view some times controversial
and should be done with care only in
extreme circumstances, but there are
caseswhere achurch hasno alternative,
if they care about believers who desire
to bein achurch who preaches and prac-
tices the Bible and are refused that by
the church they are presently a member
of and cannot get a letter from that
church.

To my understanding the only way a
church should ever receiveabeliever by
statement of faith is when it is impos-
sible to receive them by aletter of rec-
ommendation from a sister church of
like faith and order, but the candidate
has scriptural baptism.

I would like to give some examples
of the foregoing statement.

A believer may move their member-
ship from atrue Baptist church by letter
to another Baptist church they thought
was atrue church to later find out that it
is not a scriptural church and therefore
must move their membership againto a
true church who cannot receive a letter
from the unscriptural church of which
they are presently a member. Because
of their scriptural baptism they may be
received by statement of fact that they
have been baptized by a scriptural sound
Baptist church. Such abeliever hasbeen
dismissed by the scriptural church they
were first a member of and are free to
join a true church. The unscriptural
church had no authority over them since
the church was not a sound church.

No true church should ever receive a
member by statement from another true
sound church without scriptural
grounds, and there are some scriptural
grounds for such an occasion.

| do not believe a church has a right
to refuse a member the right to move
their membership to another scriptural
church unlessthereisascriptura charge

--- Tennessee

against the member desiring to move
their letter. | believe such a response
from a church is arbitrary and is not
based upon scriptural but personal rea-
sons. We should be careful as churches
and pastors how we operate in granting,
receiving, and accepting membership
into and out from our churches. We
should never act out of personal feelings
toward members or churches, but let us
always act scripturally to the best of our
knowledge and let us give other
churches and pastors the benefit of the
doubt until we find out they acted
wrongly.

Therehasbeen and still isalot of bad
feelings between true churches and pas-
tors because of pastors and churches
acting out of partiality and anger and
their never trying to reconcile their dif-
ferences and getting back in fellowship
with one another and with the Lord. We
astrue churches and pastors ought to be
the leadersin working out our problems
without hurting one another. May the
Lord help usto act more like true Bap-
tists than like the world.

GARNER SMITH

Tom Ross
6339 County Rd. 15
gl e Y South Point, OH 45680
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Asfar asl cantell thereare only three
reasons why a church would take a
member by statement of faith. Number
one: when a letter cannot be secured
because a scriptural church has dis-
banded and been out of existence for
some time. Number two: when an indi-
vidual has scriptural baptism from a
sound church, but for some reason or
another through the years has joined an
unscriptural church. For example, aman
may have been baptized into Faith Bap-
tist Church in 1967, but later joined an
unscriptural church in 1987 that ac-
cepted alien immersion. He finally
comes to see the errors of hisways and
returns to a sound church. The sound
church cannot exchange letters with an
unscriptural church so the scriptural
church must first investigate the valid-
ity of his baptism, then receive him by
statement of faith. Number three, if a
man was baptized into a scriptural

- Pastor

Mount Pleasant
Baptist Church
6939 County Rd. 15
Chesapeake, OH 45619

church that later goes into moral and
doctrinal apostasy to the point where it
can no longer be considered achurch of
like faith and order, the man wishing to
joinascriptural church must bereceived
by statement of faith. In scenarios two
and three above, | till feel as though
that the church who receivesthe man by
statement of faith should inform the un-
sound church of their action. In each of
the above cases the reasons for receiv-
ing a member by statement of faith is
because the scriptural baptized person
seeking membership does not belong to
asound church at present.
| do not consider myself to be an ex-
pert in matters of Baptist church polity,
but | don’t see how anyone can simply
dismissthemselves from achurch with-
out the church’s consent. Every effort
should be made by churches to honor
one another’s authority. | think it is a
terrible shame when sound churches
refuse to grant lettersto one another be-
cause of personality conflicts, spite,
strife, and pride. We must understand
that there aretimeswhen God doesmove
someone from one sound church to an-
other simply because it pleases Him to
do so.
TOM ROSS

David O'Neal
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107

Pastor
Grace Missionary
Baptist Church
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107
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The receiving of a member by state-
ment is the prerogative of the church.
Onewho isatrue believer and has been
scripturally baptized but has lost mem-
bership in achurch can bereceived into
the membership of a church by state-
ment. In each circumstance, it isthe duty
of the church to determine whether they
are acceptable by statement. It is the
church, not the one seeking membership,
that must make this decision.

There are times when a church may
cease to exist. If oneis a member of a
church that has disbanded, it would not
be possibleto receive aletter; therefore,
they may be taken into the membership
of the church by statement. One may
unite with a church believing that the
churchissound in doctrine and then dis-
cover that it is not. In seeking member-
ship in a sound church, they would not
desire aletter, nor would the church re-
ceiving them desire aletter from an un-
sound church. There are times when a
church may change its doctrinal posi-
tion. When thisis true, one must seek a
sound church to unite with. In most
cases, the church they are uniting with
would not wish a letter from a church
Continued on page 31
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My husband has a veneral disease caused by his promiscuousness. Should | live with him in obedienceto 1 Corinthians
7:3 and endanger my own health? Or, should | divorce him?
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Baptist Church
100 James Street
Fulton, MS 38843
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| can sympathize with any woman
who iscaught up inthekind of situation
described in this question.

As | read the question it is not clear
astowhen the venereal diseasewas con-
tracted—before marriage or after mar-
riage. If before marriage, and the woman
was aware of the disease, | would say
that her responsibility would be to live
with him while taking every precaution
to protect herself from the disease.

If his disease was a result of sexual
promiscuity after marriage he is guilty
of being unfaithful just as much as a
woman would be in the same situation.
If we accept the teaching of Christ we
must acknowledge that fornication on
the part of awife constituted Scriptural
grounds for the husband divorcing her
(Matt. 19:9). Divorce is not something
which God intended, but something He
suffers, and even though the wife, not
the husband, is the guilty party in Mat-
thew 19:9, does this mean that the wife
would not have grounds for divorce
should the husband be guilty of the same
sin?

| Corinthians 7:3 says, “ L et the hus-
band render untothewifeduebenevo-
lence: and likewise also the wife unto
thehusband.” However versetwo says
“...toavoid fornication let every man
have his own wife; and let every
woman haveher own husband.” When
ahusband is sexually promiscuous heis
guilty of fornication, and when disease
istheresult, | do not believethat thewife
is under obligation to expose herself to
the disease.

JMMIE B. DAVIS

Garner Smith
113 Keith Drive
Clarksville, TN 37043

Pastor
Faith Baptist Church
2590 Madison Ext.
Clarksville, TN 37043

| do not believe awoman isobligated

to stay with and have sexua relations
with an unfaithful husband who has con-
tracted a venereal disease (I Cor. 7:10-
11; Matt. 5:32; 19:9).

If the husband repents and makes
amends and the wife is willing to for-
give and accept him back, then | believe
it is up to the wife in such a dire case.
There would have to be problems
worked out for the safety of the wife, if
| Corinthians 7:1-5 is to be followed.

| realize that when peopleignore and
violate God' s moral and scriptural stan-
dards that problems result which seem
beyond solving. There are cases where
all factsmust be observed before one can
give absolute advise, but | do not be-
lievethat awife hasto subject herself to
injury or disease to stay with a husband
that violates God's laws and his own
vowsto God and his spouse and putshis
wife'slifein jeopardy.

GARNER SMITH

Tom Ross
6339 County Rd. 15
South Point, OH 45680

R .ﬁ
& Pastor
Mount Pleasant
Baptist Church
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First, let me extend my sympathy
concerning your current situation. | am
sure that | cannot even begin to fathom
the heartache and pain you must be go-
ing through. | will be praying that God
will give you the grace to weather this
deep valley of affliction, and that He will
convict your husband of hiswickedness
by granting him repentance and faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ.

| personally believe that marriage is
alifelong covenant made between aman
and a woman for as long as they both
shall live, for better or worse. Thus, |
would not recommend divorcing your
husband. Rather, | would recommend
that you separate from him for health
reasons. | don’t believe that you are ob-
ligated to have sexud relationswith your
husband while he has a sexually trans-
mitted disease. During your time of
separation | would encourageyou to fast
and pray that God would be pleased to
save your husband, heal him of hisdis-
ease, and restore your marriage (I Cor.
7:5). | believe that the aim of every fail-
ing marriage should be reconciliation
and restoration, not divorce. The only

--- Mississippi
other counsel that | can giveyouisfound
in | Corinthians 7:10-11 which states:
“And unto the married I command,
yet not |, buttheL ord, L et not thewife
depart from her husband: But and if
shedepart, let her remain unmarried,
or bereconciled to her husband: and
let not the husband put away his
wife.”

None of the recommendations above
are easy to swallow, especialy in our
culture of fast and easy divorce for any
cause. May God be pleased to give you
peace and spiritual discernment as you
search His Word and will for your life.

TOM ROSS

David O'Neal
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107

Pastor
Grace Missionary
Baptist Church
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107
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“Let the husband render unto the
wife due benevolence: and likewise
also the wife unto the husband. The
wifehath not power of her own body,
but thehusband; and likewisealsothe
husband hath not power of his own
body, but thewife’ (I Cor. 7:3-4).

To render due benevolence is to de-
liver that which is due; to pay a debt.
The word “benevolence’ is defined as
“good will, kindness” (Strong). In verse
4 we see that the matter of discussionis
the physical relationship that isgiven by
God to those who are married.

Paul’ sinstructions were that the hus-
band and wife should live with each
other as God had intended in order to
avoid fornication. When a husband or a
wife becomes untrue to the marital rela
tionship, they have broken the unity that
makes a marriage. “But from the be-
ginning of the creation God made
them male and female. For thiscause
shall a man leave his father and
mother, and cleave to his wife; And
they twain shall be one flesh: so then
they areno mor etwain, but oneflesh”
(Mark 10:6-8). Jesus said: “And | say
unto you, Whosoever shall put away
his wife, except it be for fornication,
and shall marry another, committeth
adultery: and whoso marrieth her
which is put away doth commit adul-
tery” (Matt. 19:9). When a spouse is
guilty of fornication, they have de-

stroyed the unity of the marriage (the
unity of being one flesh).

Thediseasesthat many have from liv-
ing a promiscuous life are the results of
their sin, and | believethat it isthejudg-
ment of God. | can find no scripturethat
would command someone to continue
to live with their spouse when that
spouse is untrue to the marital relation-
ship.

Continued from page 30

that is not of like faith and order; there-
fore, the only way they could receive
them is by statement.

No one should be taken into a church
that has been scripturally disciplined
from a church of like faith and order.
There have been timesinwhich achurch
has disciplined someone unscripturally.
Churches can bewrong. When someone
seeks to unite with a church and they
have been disciplined by asister church,
every attempt should be madeto restore
fellowship between them and that
church. If it isdetermined by the church
in which they are seeking to unite that
the discipline is not scriptural; and the
church which has disciplined them will
not restore fellowship, they may be
taken into the fellowship of the church
by statement. A church should be very
careful and make sure that the grounds
for discipline were not scriptural.

DAVID O'NEAL

[ ANNOLNCRVENTS |

Elder Merrel E. Kaley, Jr., pastor of
Grace Landmark Baptist Church, Gra-
ham, Wash., departed this life Decem-
ber 5, 1998 at the age of 63. He wasin
the pastorate for 22 years. His funeral
service was conducted by Elder Troy
Sheppard and Elder Larry Killion. He
was buried in the Woodbine Cemetery,
Puyallup, Wash., Dec. 9, 1998. Hisfirst
and last sermon was on “The Pre-Trib
Rapture.”
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the great outline of the narrations of the
Fall, —of the Flood, —of the calling of
Abraham, and of the election of the
people of Israel, —of their deliverance
from Egypt, and their being put in pos-
session of the promised land, must be
universally acknowledged. But the
whole of the minute detail, by which that
outline is filled up, is likewise in the
highest degree instructive, and ought to
be perused with the most devout atten-
tion. The Bible history describes, in ac-
tion and exhibition, the perfections of
Jehovah, asfully asthe proclamationin
which he declares Himself to be long-
suffering, and of great mercy, forgiving
iniquity and transgression, and by no
means clearing the guilty. It delineates
the deceitfulness and desperate wicked-
ness of the human heart, asforcibly and
distinctly as the annunciations of the
prophets, when they “cry aloud and
sparenot.” Inthe narratives of Scripture,
the dependent state, the perverseness,
and the folly of man, and the secret mo-
tives by which heis actuated, aswell as
the power, the wisdom, the justice, and
the goodness of God in His providential
government, and above al in redemp-
tion, are vividly depicted. Thereisnot a
battle fought by the Israelites, nor a
change in the administration of their
government, the account of whichisnot
designed for our instruction. Thereisnot
anincident recorded astaking placeina
private family, that has not asignificant
meaning.

In the Scriptures there are many
things which, considered only in them-
selves, appear to be of no value, or, at
least, of very little importance; but in
reality the Bible contains nothing super-
fluous—nothing which does not contrib-
utetoits perfection, and to the evidence
of its divine origin. Besides the list of
namesin geneal ogies, we observe many
other things in the Word of God, the
knowledge of which seems to be of no
use; yet their importance might be
proved by numerous examples. Wefind
in the Old Testament by several regula-
tions and narrations, which in appear-
ance contribute neither to the strength-
ening of faith, nor to instruction or con-
solation. In the book of Moses, matters
of the greatest importance are often only
touched upon in afew words, while, on
the contrary, many things that seem in-
considerable, are dwelt upon at great
length. The redemption by the Messiah,
which God promised to man immedi-
ately after his fall—the calling of the
Gentiles predicted to Abraham—the
priesthood of Melchisedek, the most il-
lustrious figure of Christ, and many
other points of important doctrine, are
only noted in a very summary manner.
On the other hand, the nativity of

Ishmael, the marriage of I1saac, and simi-
lar histories, are amply detailed, evenin
the most minute particulars, but all of
them are full of instruction. The single
account of Hagar and Ishmael, asinter-
preted by the Apostle Paul, even to the
most inconsiderable circumstances,
showsus how we ought to judge of other
histories of the Old Testament, although
we do not perceive their object. If
Abraham had two sons, the one by a
bond-maid, the other by a free woman,
andif theformer wascast out of thefam-
ily; these are the two covenants, the one
superseding the other. In that important
part of Holy Writ, the eleventh chapter
of the Epistleto the Romans, the Apostle
Paul unfolds “the deep things of God,
which God had revealed to him by his
Spirit.” How much instruction does he
there deduce from the historical fact, that
Isaac had two sons, born of the same
mother, and at the same time, concern-
ing whom it was said, “ The elder shall
serve the younger;” which contains a
practical exhibition of the great and fun-
damental doctrines of the PRE-
SCIENCE, the PROVIDENCE, and the
SOVEREIGNTY of God, of His PRE-
DESTINATION, ELECTION, and
REPROBATION.

Various particulars, apparently of
little consequence, which the Scriptures
relate at great length, provein what way
effects the most wonderful have pro-
ceeded from causesin themselvesincon-
siderable; for instance, the birthright of
Jacob. God is pleased to teach great
things, by thingsthat are small. The pro-
hibitions to take the dam with its young
ones in the nest, and not to muzzle the
ox that treadeth out the corn, extend far-
ther than at first appears. The act of Jesus
Christ in stretching out Hishand to touch
the leper, does not seem of any account,
except to those who know the law which
declaresthat it occasioned uncleanness.
The same law forbade the high Priest,
who represented Jesus Christ, to enter
any house in which there was a dead
body. Notwithstanding this, the Lord
eventouched abier. In all these particu-
lars, thereisafullness of important doc-
trine.

Each passagein Scripture hasits par-
ticular end in view, as the signification
of the burning bush, and of the animals
described in Ezekiel’ svision. The Rev-
elation of John does not present Jesus
Christ to all the churchesunder the same
figure. To one it presents the stars and
the golden candlesticks. To another, it
exhibits the two-edged sword. To an-
other, the eyes like a flame of fire, and
feet likefinebrass. Histitlesare accord-
ing tothediversity of the subjects. Many
know, in general, that the ordinances of
the ceremonial law prefigured Christ,
but are ignorant how, and in what char-
acter, each of them represent Him. There
are none of them which have an end and
particular reason. There are many who,

not being acquainted with what the
Scripture hasin view, are astonished at
therecital of different enormitieswhich
it particularizes so carefully. The incest
of Judah with the wife of his son, might
seem as if it should rather have been
buried with him, than inserted in the
Sacred History, with so many shameful
circumstances. Yet if the arrogance of
the Jews is considered, who glory in
their extraction, and who even found
their election as a nation and covenant
upon the virtues of their ancestors, we
shall see that their errors could not be
better refuted, nor their pride more ef-
fectually humbled, than by holding up
to their view the deeply culpable con-
duct of their progenitor. The sins of
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, being
recorded, was calculated to warn | srael
not to seek salvation by the works of the
law. The omission of the genealogy of
Melchisedek, of his birth, and of his
death, denoting the eternity of Jesus
Christ, proves how much even the si-
lence of the Scriptureisinstructive. Ev-
ery distinct fact recorded in Scripture
history may truly be considered an ar-
ticle of faith; for in the plan of Salva-
tion, matters of fact are become doc-
trines, and doctrines arein the nature of
matters of fact. That Jesus Christ was
born of avirgin, suffered, and rose again,
are al at the same time matters of fact
and doctrines. Every fact points to that
great event upon which the salvation of
man depends—the coming of the Son
of God in the likeness of sinful flesh, to
redeem a peculiar people to Himself—
or in someway illustrates His salvation.

Inthetenth chapter of thefirst Epistle
to the Corinthians, the essential impor-
tance of the historical parts of the Old
Testament Scriptures is placed beyond
all doubt. After referring to the recorded
history of Israel, concerning their pas-
sage through the Red Sea, and the man-
ner in which they were conducted in the
wilderness, the Apostle adds, “ Now all
thesethings happened to them for ex-
amples, and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of
theworld arecome.” Herethe purpose
and value of the historical partsof Scrip-
tureare demonstrated. They areintended
for the admonition of the people of God.
“Whatsoever things were written
afor etime, werewritten for our learn-
ing, that we through patience and
comfort of the Scriptures might have
hope” (Rom. 15:4). In this passageit is
expressly affirmed, that every part of the
Old Testament Scriptures were written
for the use and edification of believers.
Where, then, isthere aplace for theim-
pious sentiment which some have ven-
tured to promulgate—so derogatory to
every ideathat we ought to entertain of
the oracles of God—so diametrically
opposed to al they incul cate respecting
their own Divine origin and inspiration,
that they contain certain things that are

“not of areligious nature,” and that “no
inspiration was necessary concerning
them?’ In opposition to such daring and
profane theories, Paul, the commis-
sioned and accredited ambassador of
Jesus Chrigt, affirmsthat “ ALL Scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness, that the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works.” The above com-
prehensive declarationsinclude the his-
torical as well as the prophetical and
doctrinal parts of the Sacred Oracles, in
short, the whole of them.

(To be continued)

No Succession - No
Continued from page 21

observed in his practice aswell asfrom
what they heard him teach. No doubt
this had to do with personal holiness as
well as Church polity. We would be
wise to pattern our practice after Paul.
We should also follow the right prac-
tices of the Churches of the New Testa-
ment as they in turn patterned their ac-
tions after Paul!

In light of that, let us not argue that
just because we do not have a specific
instruction for athing, we are not to re-
gard it as right to insist upon a certain
practice |IF we have a God-sanctioned
New Testament pattern for the practice.
For instance, we have no specific in-
struction that | am aware of telling usto
partake of the bread before we partake
of the wine at the Lord’s table. How-
ever, we know in what order the Lord
instituted the use of bread and wine and
can follow His pattern. Thisisalso the
normal, logical order, that is, to eat first
and follow eating with something to
drink. And so, Baptistswhen observing
the supper follow aNew Testament pat-
tern apart from any stated requirement
that athing be done in a specific order.
The pattern is important!

It is practice, as well as doctrine,
which determines orthodoxy. By ortho-
doxy, | do not mean conformity to a
popularly accepted theology, but rather
a conformity to the Bible. Both doctri-
nal accuracy and Biblical practice have
historically been important to Baptists
because both are required by the Scrip-
tures. Inthe England of the mid-1500's
we find evidence that Baptists referred
to soundness in doctrine and practice as
a proper “gospel frame’. They con-
cluded that some*“ churches’ lacked this
“frame” while others had continued it
from the days of the apostles. In colo-
nial daysand post-colonia daysin North
America some Baptists referred to or-
thodoxy by using the term “gospel or-
der”. Subsequent Baptists referred to
those Churches which were Biblical in

Continued on page 33
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both practice and doctrine as “regular”.
Churcheswhich are not regulated by the
teachings and patterns of the New Tes-
tament can be said to be “irregular” -
that is not conforming to the pattern of
the New Testament. They areout of line.
Just as some earlier advocates of ortho-
doxy were called “ Paulicians’, later ad-
vocates of Divine sovereignty were
christened “Gillites’. More recently
those who insisted on proper Church
order were designated “ Gravesites’ and
“Landmarkers’. Additional historical
terms could be cited and if this age con-
tinues much longer those who contend
for Biblical policy shall doubtless be
nicknamed other things. Let no expres-
sion of derision discourage us from re-
quiring orthodoxy in ourselves, our
Churches and those with whom we co-
operate.

The aim of this article is to demon-
strate from the Bible, from the meaning
of English words, and from logic that
there can be no perpetuity of the Church
Jesus built apart from Churches having
continuously existed in succession and
in connection with her. By “succession”
we mean that a connection must exist
between each new Church and a previ-
ously existing one. We do not insist on
the necessity of a Church vote to orga-
nize a new Church. We do not insist
that the previously existing Church have
knowledge that a new Church is being
formed by one authorized by her to do
this work. We do insist that the Bible
clearly demonstrates apattern of Church
succession. This old “linked chain”
view of Church succession is not cur-
rently popular, even among the major-
ity of those denominated Baptist. But
when has popular opinion determined
truth? Thiswriter makesno apology for
believing that the Bible teaches and re-
quiresthat therebea“linked chain” suc-
cession from the Church Jesus built for
a church to be a true Church of Christ.
Such a connection is required if the
words“ perpetuity” (synonym “continu-
ity”) and “succession” are to have any
real meaning according to their English
usage. It isnot the belief of thiswriter
that such a“chain” can be demonstrated
from history. We do not need historical
proof. We have the promise of the Sav-
ior!  Since when did Baptists come to
rely on either “church history” or Bap-
tist history - and be advised that the two
arenot the same! Were historiesto pro-
vide proof of such succession, said his-
tories must of necessity be equally in-
spired and infallible as is the Bible for
we can accept nothing less than the di-
vinely inspired written Word. Church
history, yea, even Baptist history is re-
plete with omissions, prejudices, inac-
curacies, misunderstandings, and as-

sumptions. Itismerely thework of men.
Often they were well-intentioned men,
but just as often they were influenced
by their prejudices, especialy the more
recent ones. Many recent histories of
the Baptists have obviously been writ-
ten by men with a Protestant axe to
grind! Baptist history isuseful to show
the antiquity of certain practices, the
uniformity which existed among certain
Baptist groups, the marks of true Bap-
tists, etc., but cannot and should not ever
be taken as abasis for doctrine or prac-
ticel TheBibleaone must be our guide!
Biblical instructions and patterns alone
determinewhat is“regular” and what is
“irregular”.

To bend our doctrine and practice
because of some perceived or real prob-
lem in Baptist history is to fail to fol-
low the Bible alone. To engagein such
apracticeisto have “abible in the left
hand” in the same fashion as any Mor-
mon, Seventh Day Adventist, Christian
Scientist or Russellite. If weshould find
seriousirregularitiesinour lineage, cor-
rect them by whatever means necessary,
but do not attempt to bend the Book of
God to accommodate the blunders of
men! Should any reader find himself
or herself without baptism because of
some unbiblical practice of their prede-
cessors, there are Churches available to
you who will administer the ordinance
aright. Should Churches find them-
selves in a similar predicament, there
are Churches who stand ready to lend a
hand by properly organizing new
Churches. Let us hew to theline of the
Scriptures, not the writings of Baptist
historians or the surmising of men with
new and changing ideas. Baptists have
historically been people of “the Book”
requiring “chapter and verse” for what
they believe and what they observe in
their Churches. Let us, intheselast days
of increasing liberalism and apostasy -
even among Baptists, purposeto remain
faithful to “the Book”.

It isworthy of mention that the Holy
Ghost never set out to giveusa“ Church
history”. Heisthe only one who could
provide such athing and in Hiswisdom,
Hedid not doit. We do not have ahis-
tory of al the Churches nor al the his-
tory of even one Church! What we have
as far as “ Church history” in the Bible
isconcernedisaportrait, “wartand al”,
of selected Churches and incidents
which are in themselves instructive.
From thisinspired portrait we can learn
what to avoid and how to please God.
There is and has always been a God-
revealed, God-required order to follow
if we would please Him. After failure
and great sorrow, King David learned
that even he must do the work of God
in the correct order. “For because ye
did it not at the first, the LORD our
God made a breach upon us, for that
we sought him not after the due order.”
(1 Chron. 15:13). Dare we presume to

dothingsintheway wethink best, with-
out regard for the pattern of New Testa-
ment practice? There exists for us to-
day an understandabl e pi cture of the doc-
trine and pattern of practice of the New
Testament Churches. God has seen fit
to give us al the information we need!

What we have in the Bible in a nut-
shell isthis: Jesus Christ established His
Church. Hesaid, “And | say also unto
thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this
rock | will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against
it” (Matt. 16:18). The Greek scholars
tell us that the text says that Christ said
He would complete the construction of
His Church and that is just what He did.
He “domed it up” or completed it. God
the Father did not complete it nor did
God the Holy Ghost! That which oc-
curred on the first Pentecost after
Christ’s resurrection had nothing to do
with completing the organization of
Christ’s Church! God the Son, Jesus
Christ, built His Church. Heactually and
really completed the building of His
Church! It was called by Christ “my
church” becauseit wasHis! It wasthus
contrasted with the organized represen-
tative assemblies of the city-states and
a so with the Jewish synagogues and any
other organized assembly. It was made
up of material prepared, that is, con-
verted under the preaching of and bap-
tized by John the Baptist. It wasareal,
local, organized congregation of profess-
ing believers. This is the Biblical and
historic Baptist view as to the nature of
the Church.

The Catholics later subverted this
view by teaching that the church is a
universal visible organization dominated
by “bishops’ headed up by a“papa’ in
Rome. The Protestants deviated from
the Roman-universal-visible* church” of
the Catholics. Finding themselves“out-
side” the “church” they excused their
excommunicationsfrom her by popular-
izing the universal-invisible-church
view, claiming that al true believersare

somehow membersof anon-real, un-as-
sembling, impotent nothingness which
they call the’true” or “universal-invis-
ible-church”. (Has it occurred to you
that Baptists are the only people who
place salvation outside the Church?
Romanism historically teaches that she
is “the church” and that there is no sal-
vation outside membership in good
standing in the Church of Rome. Prot-
estants teach that there is a “universal
invisible church” made up of all the
saved: hence salvationisidentified with
membership in this “church”. Only
sound Baptists maintain that salvation
isin Christ alone, but that acceptable ser-
vicecan only takeplacein atrue Church
context. While we are libeled as put-
ting too much emphasis on the Church,
it iswe aone who say that salvation is
outside the Church, giving glory to
Christ asthe only Savior!) The Prot-
estant view and the circumstanceswhich
promoted it demonstrate the dangerous
practice of bending the Bible to suit
events and history—-what someone has
called “circumstantial theology.” One
preacher friend now with the Lord used
to say: “We believe the Bible until it
crosses our point of rebellion” and | fear
that istoo often true. We need to cease
our rebellion, whether it be rebellion of
practice or rebellion of doctrine.

Sound Baptists see the danger of the
Catholic view of auniversal-visible or-
ganization with the Pope as Christ’ srep-
resentative on earth. They also see the
folly of the Protestant un-assembling-
congregation which never has nor ever
can do anything except provide a
“church” for those unwilling to be a
member of one of the Lord’s Churches.
However, thereisavery real and present
danger, it seemstome. Itis, | believe, a
compromise with certain perceived or
real problems of Baptist history, recent
and otherwise. Asisthe casetoday, not
all Baptists of the past have adhered to
Biblical teachings and patterns. Some

Continued on page 34

Funnybone

"...Atimetolaugh..." (Eccl. 3:4).

The other day Pastor Brown of the
Possumtrot Baptist Church was asked his
opinion of advertising in America. He
hesitated to make any comment on ad-
vertising itself, but he did offer to pray
for the people who make aliving at it.

Deacon Jones was debating the ques-
tion of polygamy with his Mormon
neighbor. The discussion became heated.
The Mormon asked the deacon, “Can
you tell me of asingle passage of Scrip-
ture wherein polygamy is forbidden?’

“Certainly,” the deacon replied. “No
man can serve two masters!”

*kkkkx

Pastor Brown wrote a book. It was
published by a man who swindled him
out of the money he should have gotten
from it. The good pastor was asked to
giveaeulogy at his publisher’sfuneral.

“He has been dead only a few days
now and | feel only compassion for him,
but if | could send him afan | would.”

*kkkkx

A prisoner in a state penitentiary
wrateacrimestory and sent it toamaga:
zine editor with this note: “The factsin
this story are true; only the names have
been changed to protect the guilty.”

*kkkkx
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have borne the name Baptist (or other
nicknames of days gone by) who have
been so irregular in their doctrine and/
or practice as to disqualify them as be-
ing the Lord’s true Churches. Some-
times members have been excluded from
a Church and been formed into a
“church” by athird Church which acted
without regard for the right actions of
her sister-Church. Sometimes in their
ignorant zeal baptized believers have
merely gotten together and agreed
(“covenanted together™) to be a Protes-
tant “ church” and even sometimes have
called themselves “Baptists.” After-
ward, members of such a congregation
may learn that their lineal connection
was with a deviant or “irregular” con-
gregation which was not rightly consti-
tuted as a Church by another Church’'s
authority. Thiscallsin question the au-
thenticity of said church. Rather than
do what is necessary to make things
right, it is easier to adopt the view that
linked chain succession is an unneces-
sary relic of ignorant Baptists of bye-
gone days. Rather than seeking Scrip-
tural baptism, if necessary, and Scrip-
tural Church organization it is easier to
adopt what thiswriter callsthe “ sponta-
neous combustion” theory of church ori-
gin and perpetuity. Some refer to this
asthe “spiritual kinship theory” sinceit
holdsthat aslong as a church lookslike
a Church, acts like a Church, thinks it-
self to be a Church, etc., then it is a
Church regardless of how it came into
existence. The fault in thisline of rea-
soningiseasily seen. Counterfeit money
looks like real money, is circulated like
real money, often passes for aconsider-
ablelength of time asreal money, issin-
cerely thought by many to be real
money, but it has one serious flaw. It
lacks proper authority for its issuance.
Soitiswith many so-called “ churches’.
Most anyone “can” print money in this
country, but none “may” but the gov-
ernment. So it iswith churches. Any-
one*“can” start achurch, but none*“ may”
except they have Heaven’s authority to
do so. That authority was given by
Christ to His Church and has been for-
warded through the ages via her succes-
Sors.

This “spiritual kinship” or “sponta
neous combustion” view holds that true
Churches of Christ need no connection
whatever with a previously existing
Church other than through the baptism
of individuals. Thisisnot Church per-
petuity, but rather a perpetuity of bap-
tisms. According to one view, two or
more Scripturally baptized believers can
merely “covenant together” without ben-
efit of connection with (“authority”
from) a previously existing Church.
Having thus* covenanted together,” they

are, they say, atrue Church - a“Baptist
Church.”

Now Paul never, never operated in
this way! Nobody ever learned from
Paul’ s writings or from his behavior to
operate in this fashion! To operate in
this way is to fail to heed the inspired
instruction: “Those things, which ye
have both learned, and received, and
heard, and seen in me, do....” They
never, never, never saw Paul operatethis
way! Hewas (1) aman, (2) abaptized
man, (3) an ordained -set apart - man,
(4) amember in good standing of apre-
vioudly existing Church. He was sent
out of areal Church to do the work the
Holy Ghost had called him to do! (See
Acts 13:1-4). He organized Churches,
having this connection or “authority”
from the Church of which he was a
member. Nowhere do you find Paul
writing to believers and telling them to
just “covenant together” and form them-
selves into a church! In fact, you will
search the New Testament through and
never find even one true Church being
established by this kind of “spontane-
ous combustion”! No congregations
were regarded as Churches because of
the “spiritual kinship theory.” Never
will you find two or more baptized be-
lievers just getting together and form-
ing themselves into a church!

What about those Churches which
were established when the Jerusalem
Church was scattered due to persecu-
tion? (See Acts8:1-4). Does not their
existence prove the spiritual kinship
theory? Not at al! Notice that we are
not told how these Churches were es-
tablished! Thisin itself is not in favor
of the new position advocated by those
who maintain that two or more can “ cov-
enant together” and form themselves
into a Church. The argument from si-
lenceisno argument at all! Itisasmuch
an argument in favor of succession asit
is any other view. Secondly, we cer-
tainly do not have any indication that
there was a deviation here from the es-
tablished pattern of the New Testament!
Therefore we are not at liberty to aban-
don that pattern in favor of the newer
views. More importantly, a careful
study of the facts of the situation will
provide insights which support the
“chain linked” succession view. Acts
8:1 reads asfollow" And Saul was con-
senting unto hisdeath. And at that time
there was a great persecution against
the church which was at Jerusalem,
and they were all scattered abroad
throughout the regions of Judaea and
Samaria, except the apostles.” The
factsarethat there was only one Church
in existence and that all the members of
that Church except the apostles were
scattered! The spontaneous-combus-
tion-theorist theorizesthat true Churches
just “sprang up” (a Protestant idea)
where two or more of these baptized
believers “ covenanted together” (scrip-

ture for such athing?) in various loca-
tions in Judea and Samaria. His logic
goes something like this: he correctly
pointsout that the apostleswere not scat-
tered (major premise). Hewrongly pos-
tulates that there were no ordained men
with authority (Church connection) who
could have organized these scattered
disciples into true Churches of Christ
(minor premise). So, he wrongly con-
cludes, these baptized disciples must
have just gotten together and formed
themselvesinto churches: thereforeitis
proper for two or more baptized believ-
ersto“covenant together” and thusform
themselves into a Church. Because his
second premiseiswrong his conclusion
is fatally flawed. Although the “spon-
taneous combustion theorists” lack defi-
nite information and certainly have no
pattern for baptized believers
“covenanting together” and forming
themselvesinto aChurch, they conclude
that this “must” have been the case and
isthereforeright. Hogwash! They have
ignored the fact that the membership of
the Jerusalem Church included sixty-
nine or seventy men hand-picked by the
Lord Jesus Christ and sent out to preach
by Him during His earthly ministry!
(The numerical uncertainty depends on
whether or not Mathias was one of the
seventy.) You cannot ask for better or-
dination than being “set apart” by the
Lord Himself! These*seventy” were (1)
men, (2) baptized men, (3) ordained
men, (4) men who were members in
good standing with a previously exist-
ing Church! Most agreethat these* sev-
enty” were the “elders’ mentioned in
other places in Acts. There is nothing
that requires us to conclude that the
Churches formed by the scattered dis-
ciples were organized independently of
ordained preachers who were members
of a previously existing Church. Only
someone with an axeto grind will insist
that such was the case. The fact is,
among these scattered disciples were
preachers, ordained men - members in
the Jerusalem Church - who were able
to organize Churches consistent in ev-
ery way with the“linked chain” view of
succession. That “linked chain” view
is, that organization of a true Church
properly requires authority from a pre-
viously existing Church.

We have today a position being es-
poused which tries to maintain perpetu-
ity, but at the same time deny succes-
sion. Thisisthe position taken by those
who hold the“ spontaneous combustion”
or “spiritual kinship” theory regarding
how Churches comeinto existence. Due
to thiswriter’s expected move to east-
ern Europe, my library is necessarily
stored away, but | note in Webster’'s
Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary that
the definition of “perpetuity” isin part
stated as, “eternity” and “the quality or
state of being perpetual.” “Perpetual”
isdefined in part as* continuing forever”

or “everlasting” and “valid for al time.”
It is agreed even by the opponents of
Church succession that Jesus promised
“perpetuity” to His Church until He
comesfor her. Now weknow that Jesus
did not found a church of the universal-
visible Romish sort and we are con-
vinced that He did not found one of the
universal, invisible sort either! He
founded a Church which was real, lo-
cal, organized, and His! But that
Church, asaparticular, origina congre-
gation, no longer exists—-except
through her successors - that is,
Churches which have lineal descent
from her. If thereare no Churcheswhich
have lineal “chain linked” succession
from that first Church then Jesus Christ
is a liar for His Church has ceased to
exist!

The definitions given to the word
“succession” involve the acquiring of
rights and privileges as well as obliga-
tions. Thisisakind of enfranchisement
as each Church has liberty and rights of
an executive and judicial nature - but no
legislative authority at all. Again,
Webster’'s Ninth says in part that suc-
cession means, “the act or process of
following in order” and “the act or pro-
cess of one person’s taking the place of
another in the enjoyment of or liability
for his rights or duties or both.” Old
Baptist writers have been careful to un-
derscore that “succession” does not re-
quire the replacement of one Church by
another, but includes the idea of a
Church receiving authority and having
perpetual existence through those
Churches which were organized out of
her. Sincetheactual congregationwhich
Christ founded no longer existsasacon-
gregation, the only way she can in any
sense of the word have “perpetuity” is
through the succession of Churches
which came from her. Those Churches
which were organized out of the first
Church and her successors, as long as
they are orthodox, have been enfran-
chised with certain rights and duties.
The only way Christ’s Church can en-
joy perpetual existencein any real sense
of the word is if she continues to exist
through her successors.

Consider this modern, not-so fanci-
ful parallel. A certain restauranteur in
Kentucky comes up with a delightful
recipe containing certain herbs and
spicesin combination with pressure-fry-
ing which resultsin tender and tasty fried
chicken - almost as good as Baptist la-
dies can fix at home! His cafe does a
boom-town business. His chicken be-
comes so well known and desired that
his original location cannot handle the
business. People are driving to his cafe
from miles around. He comes up with
and idea. Why not open a second and
much larger restaurant? So, he recruits
and trains extra staff, indoctrinating and
initiating them in the proper way to pre-

Continued on page 35
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pare hiswonderful chicken, al thewhile
maintaining his secret - the recipe of
herbs and spices, and his ownership of
the business. These trained persons he
utilizes in opening and operating his
additional cafe. Eventually he thinksit
best to close down the original cafe for
he has seen the need for more and faster
chicken outlets. Sothe Kentucky gentle-
man hires, initiates and trainseven more
staff. These people he placesin various
locations with more modern facilities
and in thisway develops avast chain of
fried chicken places.

Let us suppose that due to family or
employment constraints, one of the
trained, initiated chicken-frying staff
moves to a far away place. By coinci-
dence, from different places al'so gravi-
tate to this far away place two or three
others who once worked for the Ken-
tucky gentleman in preparing and sell-
ing his fast-food chicken. In this dis-
tant place these people get together and
discover that they all were former em-
ployees of the Kentucky gentleman.
After awhile, they agree that they are
tired of the foreign food of the place
where they find themselves, and deter-
mine that the place could use a fried-
chicken place - just like those belong-
ing to the Kentucky gentleman. By
agreeing (“covenanting together”) and
pooling their resources and knowledge
gained from the Kentucky gentleman,
they open a fast-food chicken place.
From their knowledge and by experi-
menting they are able to duplicate the
secret recipe of herbs and spices origi-
nally formulated by the Kentucky
gentleman. In thisway they are able to
produce and market wonderful fried
chicken whichlooksand tasteslikethey
used to sell under the auspices of the
gentleman from Kentucky. They go so
far as to give their chicken place the
same name as the ones where they used
to work, use the same logo, decor and
color scheme. They even advertisetheir
chicken using pictures of the Kentucky
gentleman.

Now | ask you, does the Kentucky
gentleman still own his fried chicken
outlets? Yes, heisstill inbusiness. His
genuine chicken outlets still exist. Al-
though the original cafe has closed
down, through successive authorized
outlets, heisstill the proprietor and sole
owner of his business and the secret
recipe. Doesthisnewly started fast-food
chicken place belong to the gentleman
from Kentucky? Obviously not. While
he may have provided the initiation and
training for the persons who started it
and whose it is, he did not authorize
them to begin this enterprise and it is
not his property. Theirsisan imitation
of his. Hisistill in existence through

itssuccessors. Thesewell-meaning folk
do not work for him, though they may
appear to be identified with him. They
areworking for themselvesinstead. This
newly-sprung-up chicken outlet looks
likeone of hisand produceschickenlike
his, but he did not authorize it, receives
no benefit from it, and does not own it.
Itisnot acredit to him andisnot viewed
by him as having been started in theright
way. Were the people who started this
new chicken place well-intentioned?
Certainly they were. They wanted some
chicken likethey used to get and wanted
to share this good food with others in
the strange place where they found
themselves. Isthe chicken they produce
good? Yes, itisequaly as good as the
original! It satisfies hungry people, is
nutritious and delights their taste buds.
But it does not belong to the founder!
He did not authorize its existence and
is, in fact, displeased with those whom
he trained for taking matters into their
own hands and “covenanting together”
to start such an enterprise without his
authority. While this new chicken out-
let may grow into a multitude of out-
lets, perhaps even surpassing in number
and size those belonging to the original
founder, it is not purely a credit to the
abilities of the Kentucky gentleman, but
rather its success is largely attributable
to the skills and effort of his former
employees. They have “borrow

really stolen—-the work of another and
made use of it for their own ends. The
gentleman from Kentucky is so dis-
pleased that he is about to instruct his
lawyers to begin legal proceedings to
shut down this counterfeit “chicken
house” becauseit is just that—-a coun-
terfeit.

Surely it is not necessary that a
lengthy explanation be made of thislittle
foregoing parable. Isit not obviousthat
Jesus Christ established his Church and
that she exists today through Churches
organized in connection with her or her
successors—-those enfranchised by her.
It is not just as obvious that there are
many “churches” newly sprung up
which appear very like unto the
Churches of the New Testament and the
original Church, but which have no con-
nection with her. If they are not con-
nected with the Church which Jesus built
andwhichisHis, they arenot His! They
may have been begun by well-
intentioned people, but they are coun-
terfeit. They lack authorization as the
“real thing” from the Great Originator
of HisChurch! Theinitiation and train-
ing of individuals in Churches does not
give them the right or authority to inde-
pendently form themselves into a
Church any more than the training of
employees give them the right to start
counterfeit chicken outlets like those
belonging to the gentleman from Ken-
tucky. If chicken outletswhich arise by
“gpontaneous combustion” and which

bear “ spiritual kinship” to those belong-
ing to the gentleman from Kentucky are
not genuine apart from the authority and
ownership of thefounder, how much less
arecounterfeit “ churches’ nottheLord's
true Churches?

For a thing to exist in perpetuity is
must either continue to exist itself or in
successive organizations which derive
their right to exist fromthe original one.
This is true in Scripture. It is true in
logic. Itistrueintherealm of law based
on logic and the rights of ownership
whichinturn arederived fromtheBible.
Church perpetuity cannot exist apart
from Church succession! Organiza-
tions—-call them what you will—-
which have no valid claim to being di-
rect descendants of Christ’sown Church
(the one He built) can neither Scriptur-
aly, grammatically or logically be con-
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sidered true Churches of Christ. Breth-
ren, let us hold to the old “landmarks’
of thefaith. Let us continue organizing
new Churches out of (by the authority
of) existing Baptist Churches. Let the
neo-Landmarkers decry our position al
they will. It hasever been that the great-
est dangers to truth have arisen within
the Lord s Churches. If wefollow their
viewswe shall participate in the demise
of Baptist Churches. Remember: when
Baptists compromise, Baptists lose!
Heed the warning of Scripture concern-
ing the Lord' s Churches:” If any man
defile [Gr. phterio = corrupt, destroy,
waste] thetemple of God, him shall God
destroy; for the temple of God is holy,
which templeyeare.” (1 Cor. 3:17). Let
us do nothing to harm the Lord’s
Churches!
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LIBERALSDROP THE NAME
‘BAPTIST’

Many liberal Arminian Southern Baptists
are dropping the name “Baptist” to reach
more people. Trinity Baptist Church in
Round Rock, Texas, becamethe Fellowship
of Forest Creek in 1992. Its pastor, Roddy
Clyde, discovered he could add hundreds of
church members to his church simply by
subtracting the word “Baptist” from the
name of his church.

The North Point Community Church out-
side Columbia, S.C., dropped Southern Bap-
tist from its name.

In Grapevine, just outside Dallas, senior
pastor Ed Young wanted to draw a new
crowd—younger people, even Jews—to his
6,000-member church. And so, the Las
Colinas Baptist Church becamethe Fellow-
ship Church. “Basically, we changed the
name for one reason—to reach as many
people as possible,” said Young. “People
now don’t have the product loyalty, or the
denomination loyalty they once had,” he
said.

At Lake Hills Church in Austin, Pastor
Mack Richard took “Baptist” out of thetitle
to remove what he regarded as a barrier to
people of other denominations.

In November, 1998, the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention received New Work Fellow-
ship in Hopkinsville, although the church
does not have “Baptist” in its name. People
of the Way Community Church in Fairdale
was accepted in the convention under
“watchcare” status (See Western Recorder,
11-17-98, p. 8).

The Baptist Book Stores (there are 75
stores nationally), owned by the Southern
Baptist Convention, will be renamed
LifewWay Christian Storesbeginning in Janu-

ary 1999,

Many Southern Baptist churches have
dropped the word “Southern” as well as
“Baptist” from their names.

These liberal churches are a disgrace to
the old-time Baptists of the South. Theselib-
eralshavelong sinceleft the faith and prac-
tice of the old-time Southern Baptists, and
in truth have ceased to be real Baptists. No
one should be called something they are not.

‘. ..some shall depart from the faith”
(I Tim. 4:1).

PRAYER GROUP SHOOTER
GIVEN MAXIMUM SENTENCE
PADUCAH, Ky. (EP)—A high school

student who went on a shooting spree that
killed three of hisclassmatesand injured five
was sentenced Dec. 16 to spend at least 25
yearsin prison. Michael Carneal openedfire
on students who had gathered in the school
lobby before classes for prayer.

Carneal, 15, pleaded guilty but mentally
ill on Oct. 5 to three counts of murder and
six other counts related to his Dec. 1, 1997
attack. He was sentenced to life in prison
without the possibility of parole for 25
years—the stiffest sentence a juvenile can
receive in Kentucky after being tried as an
adult.

At the sentencing, Kelly Hard, who suf-
fered a relatively minor injury during the
attack, said, “I would love to see you get
the death penalty, but | know you can’t. Y ou
gave them the death penalty. . .They didn’t
chooseto live or die. Y ou chose death.”

But other victims were more forgiving.
Missy Jenkins, who was severely injured by
a gunshot, said, “I want you to know I'm
paralyzed. | have no hard feelings against

Continued on page 36
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you. I canTivethisway. Tt will be hard but |

can do it. | just wanted you to know that.”
“Thou shalt not kill” (Ex. 20:13).
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DENVER CULT MEMBERSAR-
RESTED;
ISRAELI POLICE FEAR SUICIDES

JERUSALEM, Israel (EP)—Israeli po-
lice raided two homes in suburban Jerusa-
lem Jan. 3, arresting 14 members of a Den-
ver-based apocalyptic cult. Authorities said
they feared the group planned to provoke a
shoot-out at the end of the year, believing
that their own deathswould help bring about
the Second Coming of Christ.

“They planned to carry out violent and
extreme acts in the streets of Jerusalem at
the end of 1999 to start the process of bring-
ing Jesus back to life,” said national police
spokesman Brig. Gen. Elihu Ben-Onn.

Nearly 80 members of the group Con-
cerned Christians disappeared in October
from the Denver area, but some surfaced in
Israel. The cult members arrested in early
January had been under police surveillance
for amonth. Authorities plan to deport them.

Cult leader Monte Kim Miller, 44, was
not one of those arrested, and isnot believed
to bein Israel. Miller believes he is one of
the two “witnesses’ described in the Book
of Revelation and has said hewill cometoa
violent death in Jerusalem this year.

Relatives of cult memberssaid Miller has
“brainwashed” his followers and exerts to-
tal control over them.

GLEANINGSHERE AND THERE

HEILBRONN, Germany—There are
1,500 small but violence-prone sectsin Eu-
ropetoday, and their number will grow with
the rising apocalyptic fever as the new mil-
lennium approaches, according to Protestant
cult expert Walter Schmidt. Speaking at an
Evangelical Alliance conference, Schmidt
noted that many groups seduce their mem-
bers into committing suicide to escape the
end of the world. He warned his listeners
not to be deceived regarding what the Bible
saysabout thelast days. Jesus Christ did not
threaten people with the end of the world,
but prepared His disciples for the coming
Kingdom of God and warned them not to
calculate the exact dates, he said, adding that
Christians should warn confused people not
to pay attention to false prophets.

PORTLAND, Ore. (EP)—Oregon’ sstate
health plan is now covering assisted suicide
as medical treatment for low-income citi-
zens. Oregon’s health plan rations health
careresources by assigning prioritiesto 743
medical services. Assisted suicide is num-
ber 263. Thisyear only thetop 574 services
were covered, a figure adjusted annually
based on available funding.

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah (EP)—The
Mormon church, long known for encourag-
ing large families, now says that the num-
ber of children a couple has is up to them.
The new church handbook states, “ The de-
cision asto how many children to have and
when to havethemisextremely intimate and
private and should beleft between the couple

and the Lord. Church members should not
judge oneanother inthismatter.” Past presi-
dents of the cult have condemned artificia
birth control, and have criticized couples
who delay parenthood.
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INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. (EP)—Religious
people are fatter than non-religious people,
according to Purdue University sociologist
Kenneth Ferraro. His analysis of two na-
tional surveys found that the fattest states
(Delaware, Indiana, Michigan and Missis-
sippi) are also the most religious, while the
thinnest states (Colorado, Hawaii, and Mas-
sachusetts) have the lowest levels of reli-
gious adherence. Ferraro said he expected
religious people to be thinner because most
religions promote moderation and the Bible
condemns gluttony. But he noted that
churches are virtually silent about obesity.

KWAZULU-NATAL, S. Africa (EP)—
Christians and Communists came together
to defeat apartheid in South Africa, insists
Smiso Nkwanyana, deputy secretary of the
South African Communist Party. So, “why
can we not defeat its core and source which
is capitalism?’ he asked in an article pub-
lished by the Independent on Dec. 26.
Nkwanyanasaid he supports Anglican Arch-
bishop Njongonkulu Ndungane, who has
reportedly said that the way to solve the
problem of poverty in South Africaand the
world is socialism. “Religion emphasizes
equality beforethe Lord, while socialismis
nothing more than emphasizing the role of
the Statein realizing thisequality,” insisted
Nkwanyana, who said that Jesus overturn-
ing the tables of the money-changersin the
temple was meant to punish capitalists. He
concluded that the “ problems of humankind
can only be solved if religious people are
working side by side with communistswith
the deliberate aim of bringing in socialism,
for the sake of our poor people.”
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COPENHAGEN, Denmark (EP)—Dan-
ish pro-life activists unveiled a granite me-
morial Jan. 4 meant to commemorate the
500,000 unborn children killed in Denmark
since abortion was legalized more than 25
years ago. The marker will stand at the gate
of a park that is planned to commemorate
the victims of abortion in VVedersoe, a vil-
lage 140 miles west of Copenhagen. A
Lutheran clergyman, Orla Villekjaer, leads
the group Right to Life, which is planning
the park. According to government figures,
about 20 percent of all pregnanciesin Den-
mark end in abortion.

WEST CHESTER, Pa. (EP)—Public
funds were misused and lawmakers lied to
when the Pennsylvania Department of Pub-
lic Welfare issued a mailing advertising
Planned Parenthood’ s services, according to
aDec. 23 report from Pennsylvania' s audi-
tor general. The report said department of -
ficials wrongly used public funds to send
out more than 56,000 brochures promoting
Planned Parenthood. It found that the de-
partment sent the pamphlets without a con-
tract, didn’t bill Planned Parenthood
promptly, undercharged Planned Parent-
hood, and deceived lawmakers who asked
about the state’ s role in the campaign. The
brochures, sent to women receiving public
medical assistance, promoted Planned Par-

enthood services such as birth control, pre-
natal care and gynecological exams. Mate-
rial about abortion was deleted.
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SPARTANBURG, S.C. (EP)—A movie
theater owner who had banned R-rated mov-
ies for moral reasons is bringing them
back—for financial reasons. David
Crenshaw, who owns a seven-screen sec-
ond-run theater in Spartanburg, S.C., esti-
matesthat helost $20,000 in thefive months
of the ban. “I thought people cared more.
Apparently they don’t much care,” he told
the Associated Press. Attendance dropped
by 40 percent during the ban. “We had vo-
cal support, but people were just not show-
ing up to seethemovies. If the public doesn’t
want it, who am | doing it for? | don’t want
to sit here and go broke.”

BOSTON, Mass. (EP)—A dentist broke
federal law by refusing to treat an HIV-posi-
tive patient, a federal appeals court ruled
Dec. 29. The appeals court found that Dr.
Randon Bragdon of Bangor, Maine, violated
the Americans with Disabilities Act when
he refused to treat Sidney Abbott in his of-
fice in 1994. Bragdon offered to treat the
woman in a hospital where additional pre-
cautions could betaken, but sherefused. The
woman was referred to Bragdon by the East-
ern Maine AIDS Network to create a test
case for the courts. Bragdon argued unsuc-
cessfully that performing an invasive pro-
cedure, such as filling a cavity, would put
him at risk of AIDS. An appeal is expected.

REDDING, Cdlif. (EP)—Two men and
a woman who were arrested for burning
down arural church in California s Shasta
County told authorities that their actions
were inspired by other church burnings and
by anti-Christian heavy metal music. Steven
Earl Deppe, 20, Mark Forrest Sanders, 18,
and Dessie Zalesny, 18, were arrested in
connection with a Nov. 19 fire which de-
stroyed the 97-year-old St. Rose Catholic
Church.

Harold Furchtgott-Roth, as one of the
country’s top five television regulators, is
in a powerful post overlooking the use of
our airwaves. Y et thisinfluential mongol on
the Federal Communi cations Commission-
—are you ready for this>—doesn’t even
have atelevision set in his home. Why? He
wouldn’t say. However, he is the father of
five young children so we will let you draw
your own conclusion (The Biblical Evange-
list, May-Aug., 1998).

At Barnard College, apetition outsidethe
door of the Queer Co-op Office asked for
signatures in order to let the school admis-
sionsoffice know that aparticular statement,
“aong with its implications regarding tra-
ditional ‘feminine’ rolesand ‘normal’ fam-
ily structures, unacceptable.” And what did
the Queer Co-op find so offensive? Thefol-
lowing statement in “Alumnae Achieve-
ment” section of the Barnard College ad-
missions brochure: “ Studies show that, at a
greater rate than other femal e college gradu-
ates, women'’ s coll ege graduates al so marry
and have children” (Campus Report, 12-98).
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(New York) - According to the latest

American Jewish Yearbook, there are

13,025,000 Jews living in the world today.
In 1945 the world Jewish population was
estimated at 11 million. It grew to 12 mil-
lion between 1945 and 1958, but took an-
other 38 yearsto reach 13 million, evidence
of a slowed rate of growth (The Jerusalem
Post via The Everlasting Nation, Jan.-Feb.,
1999).

There will be no rift between Southern
Baptist conservativeswho are Calvinistsand
those who are not Calvinists, aslong as both
work together on the task of evangelism,
Southern Baptist Convention President
Paige Patterson said Sept. 10. “There are
many things about the doctrine of election
we may disagree about. . .but | believe we
can agree on this: we must do our best to
get the gospel to all people,” said Patterson,
president of Southeastern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, during a chapel address at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. . .
.Patterson said four truths must be acknow!-
edged as long as the doctrine of election is
inthe Bible:

* That “the act of salvationisof God from
beginning to end and man can make no con-
tribution.”

* That there isa“providential oversight
of God in the life of His children.”

* That God guarantees history will not
be out of His control (Arkansas Baptist
Newsmagazine via Baptist Trumpet, 9-30-
98).
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A Census Bureau study shows that over
four million households are comprised of
unmarried couples. This is eight times the
amount of unwed, cohabiting couples in
1970. Some feel that this is due to young
couples who want to pursue college and a
career without a marriage commitment.
Whatever the reason, there has been a huge
shift in how people think about marriage.
The study also revealed the following: (1)
Of the 4 million unwed couples, nearly 36
percent of them have children under age 15
living with them. In 1970, only one-fifth of
the cohabiting households had children un-
der age 15; (2) 38 percent of women age 19
to 24 say they have cohabited with a man;
(3) and that divorce hasincreased from 3.2
percent of the adult population in 1970 to
10 percent of the population today (Capitol
Comments, 11-98).

Since 1990, decisions made jointly by
leaders of both major parties in Congress
and the White House, America's defense
capabilities have been dramatically slashed.
For example: 709,000 regular army soldiers,
293 reservists, regular army divisions, 2 re-
servedivisions, 20 air force and navy wings
with approximately 2,000 combat aircraft,
232 strategic bombers, 13 SSBNs (ballistic
intercontinental ballistic missiles), with
1,950 warheads, 4 aircraft carriers, and 121
surface combatants and attack submarines;
plus al the support basing, transport, and
logistical access, tanks, armored fighting
vehicles, helicopters, etc., appropriate to
such a force. Why? (Straight Talk, 11-12-
98).

HUNTINGTON, Ind. - The United States
has the world’ sthird largest Catholic popu-
lation, behind Brazil and Mexico, accord-

Continued on page 37
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ing to the 1999 Catholic Almanac. As No.
3, it edges out two large and traditionally
Catholic nations, Philippines and Italy. The
almanac, published by Our Sunday Visitor
Inc., puts U.S. Catholic membership at just
over 61.5 million, or 22.7 percent of the na-
tional population. The states with the big-
gest Catholic populations are California,
New York, Texas, Illinois, and Pennsylva-
nia (Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal, 1-
9-99).
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What others say about Clinton—Unsa-
vory dealingsand immoral actsby the Presi-
dent and those close to him have rendered
this administration morally unable to lead
(10-5 Chr. Today). The Lewinsky affair has
obscured far more important impeachable
conduct by the President concerning our
national security, such asthe apparent brib-
ery by foreign contributors and the conces-
sions and transfer of critical technology to
Communist China (10-12 New American).
Clinton’s sex scandals have badly set back
the feminist effort to clarify the difference
between sex and harassment (9-28 USN &
WR). The Senate again failed to overturn
Pres. Clinton’s veto of a ban on gruesome
“partial-birth abortion.” His veto is all that
stands between Congress and women’ sright
to abortion (10-5 Chr. News).

Trinity Broadcasting Network’s Paul
Crouch writes (10-98) PTL: “How, pray tell,
can the Body of Christ obey God's call to
(to set up Hiskingdom) if weare poor, broke,
in debt, sick and afflicted? God wants you
and me to be rich in every way!” Rich
Crouch gets funds from poor charismatics
(Calvary Contender, 11-1-98).

Even after wicked Ceaucescu was ousted
in 1989, Romaniais still throwing away its
children. Abandonment of children is epi-
demic. Hundreds are left daily in hospitals
and at the front door of orphanages. There
arenearly threeabortionsfor every livebirth,
the highest rate anywhere (12-12 World).

Will some person help me? | am having
aproblem. Why hasBill Clinton been given
apass on the sexual harassment allegations
while Senator Robert Packwood and
Clarence Thomas were condemned? Is this
“equal justice under law”?
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A black businessman who refused to take
advantage of theracial spoilssystemin Aus-
tin, Texas, haslost his contract with thecity’s
primary food concessioner to sell barbecue
to patrons of city venues. John Goode re-
fused to register his business as a Minority-
Owned Business Enterprise, prompting the
city’s primary good contractor to write to
him: “Due to the lack of proof of M/WBE
certification (and) that we do not show an
application pending from Mr. BonesBBA. .
.we cannot continue this business relation-
ship.” Thefood contractor needed Goode to
register asaMBE soit could meet thecity’s
guota for minority subcontractors. Federal
Judge Sam Sparks has refused to hear
Goode' sclassalleging racial discrimination.
Goode lost his business and his house after

losing his contract with Fine Host Corp.
(Human Events, 1-1-99).

The National Council of Churches
(NCC) recently passed a resolution oppos-
ing voucher programs stating that “public
moneys should be used for public schools.”
According to NCC spokeswoman Wendy
McDowell, delegates purposefully passed
the resolution to combat the notion that all
Christians support publicly funded school
choice initiatives, “There is a feeling that
(religious conseratives) have sort of cap-
tured and owned this debate.” The NCC
specifically wants to reform public school
funding formulasthat currently provideless
money per child for poor, minority students
in citiesand more generousfunding for sub-
urban schools (Capitol Comments, 12-98).

Clinton’s approval rating is an incred-
ible 60%. Why? Because the morality of the
American peopleis at an al-time low. We
get what we deserve (Tom Anderson in
Straight Talk, 1-7-99).

Thousands of Americans die each year
from poisoned food. At the sametime, from
1987 through 1996, the food industry has
fed Members of Congress more than $41
million in campaign contributions and pro-
tected the Food industry from tougher safety
standards (ibid.).
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Average duration of an American mar-
riageis 9.4 years (ibid.).

In 1994, President Clinton struck an in-
credible “bargain” with the Communist re-
gimein North Korea: We providethem with
two light-water nuclear reactors (at a cost
of about $4 billion) and 500,000 tons of
heavy oil and other assistance; they prom-
ise not to make nuclear weapons with the
materials and technology we provide and
to let us inspect their nuclear facilities.
Clinton’s top negotiator for this “deal,”
Assistant Secretary of State Robert Gallucci,
like Mr. Clinton, a former Vietnam War
protester, and, also like Mr. Clinton, amem-
ber of the Council on Foreign Relations.
Now the deal has turned to crisis. It seems
the Pyongyang regime has constructed a
huge underground site that the Clinton Ad-
ministration has had to admit might be a
secret nuclear weapons factory. And they
refusetoalow U.S. inspections. On Decem-
ber 7th the general staff of the North Ko-
rean People’ s Army (the world’ sfifth larg-
est, with 1.1 million men) warned that if the
U.S. breaksits construction agreement over
the inspection issue, it will be viewed by
north Korea“like adeclaration of war.” The
Red regime is demanding $300 million for
the U.S. to be able to inspect the suspected
weaponssite. (The New American, 1-18-99,
p. 8-9).

Russia’ s KGB-dominated “ post-Soviet”
leaders, under the direction of Prime Min-
ister Yevgeny Primakov (a career KGB of -
ficer), have been “spending their time and
money preparing for—of all things—
nuclear war against the United States and
itsallies,” warned Dr. J. Michael Waller of
the American Foreign Policy Council in a
December 15th Washington Times co-ed.
For itspart, the Clinton Administration “ has

pledged more aid and isflirting with reopen-
ing the cash spigots to the Russian Central
Bank.” BBC News reported on December
28th that Russia has deployed ten new
Topol-M intercontinental ballistic missiles
(ICBMs). Known in the West as the SS-27,
the Topol-M is a lightweight, mobile-
launched single-warhead missile designed
for a first strike. Western military experts
regard the missile to be the most sophisti-
cated of its sort in the world. Ten more of
the ICBMs will be deployed in the next 12
months, with another 20 slated for deploy-
ment in the year 2000. Russian Defense
Minister Igor Sergeyev proudly declared that
“eveninthedifficult financial conditions of
1998 we have managed to find funds for fi-
nancing this top priority area.” It bears re-
peating that making those funds available
for the Russian military was a top priority
for the Clinton Administration aswell. (The
New American, 2-1-99, p. 5).
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INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. (EP)—It’'s not
unusual to hear complaints that problems
like swearing and chewing gum in schools
have been replaced with drug use and vio-
lence, but one Indianapolis High School has
found that one way to control the latter isto
crack down on the former. In September,
officialsat Southport High began vigorously
enforcing the school’ s rules against profan-
ity. Principal Larry Hensley-Marschand re-
ports that the number of serious fights has
declined, whilecivility between studentsand
teachershasincreased. The principal got the
idea after noticing that every fight on cam-
pus began with verbal assaults. A strict
policy on profanity was adopted which im-
posed detention and a call to parents for a
first offense, and suspension for repeat of-
fenders. “If civil society breaks down, those
other problems people consider to be much
larger will absolutely explode,” Hensley-
Marschand told the Washington times. “ Stu-
dentsriseto the occasion. Raisethe bar, and
they will adjust.”
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WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)—Pope John
Paul Il and evangelist Billy Graham are the
second and third “most admired” men, ac-
cording to anew Gallup Poll.

President Clinton was at the head of the
list; the U.S. President isnearly always num-
ber one on the “most admired” list. It was
Clinton’ ssixth straight year to be named the
most admired man in America; he was
named by 18 percent of those surveyed Dec.
28-29. That’ s actually an increase from last
year, when he was named by 14 percent of
those surveyed.

The Pope was named by seven percent
of those polled, up fromfive percent the pre-
vious year. Graham was named by five per-
cent of those polled.
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COLUMBUS, Ohio (EP)—Mail carrier
John Tuttle has been reinstated in his job
withthe U.S. Postal Service after being fired
for talking with apro-lifeactivist. Tuttlewas
fired in May of 1998 for “departing from
his postal route” after stopping during his
lunch break to chat with a friend who was
distributing pro-lifeliterature at an abortion
clinic. He talked with his friend for about
10 minutes before heading to McDonald's
for lunch, then returned to his route after a
total break of 20 minutes. But when the post

office received a call about Tuttle's pres-
ence at the clinic, he was fired for “devia-
tion from the assigned route’ —even though
the employee manual does not require car-
riers to stay on their routes during lunch.
Suspecting that his association with a pro-
lifeactivist wasthereal issue, Tuttle secured
the aid of the Rutherford Institute and filed
a complaint with the Postal Service's Em-
ployment Commission. Tuttle was offered
his position back at the same salary, and re-
turned to work in mid-January.

LOSANGELES, Cdlif. (EP)—TheWalt
Disney Co. recalled 3.4 million copies of
the animated video “The Rescuers’ Jan. 8
after discovering that the tape included the
photographic image of a naked woman.

Disney employees discovered theimage
after the video was re-released in January.
the image reportedly appears in two of the
movie' s 110,000 frames, and cannot be seen
at normal viewing speed. Disney has not
identified the“ objectionable”’ image, but the
Associated Press reported that a photo of a
woman’s nude torso is embedded in the
video.
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BEREA BAPTIST BANNER
Financial Report
11-30-98to 12-31-98

Beginning Balance ............ccoccevviieiiiiciiice $504.02
RECEIPTS:

Grace B. C., Corbin, KY ......cccoiviiiiiiiiiiiiins 60.00
Big Creek B. C., Wayne WV ........ccccoovvvvervnnenn. 300.00
Central Avenue B. C., Tampa, FL .......cccoeeiennnnn. 25.00
Sovereign Grace B. C., Silsbee, TX .........cccoovvee 30.00
Sovereign Grace B. C., Fulton, MS ............cccce.. 50.00

Berea B. C., Westpoint, TN ........cccceeeees
Sovereign Grace B. C., Raleigh, NC ...
New Testament B.C., Goshen, IN
B. C. of Brimfield, Brimfield, IL ...
Briar Creek B. C., Williamsburg, KY

Grace B. Mis., Marion, IL ............ 25.00
Portland B. C., Plumerville, AR .......cccccvvveveeeneees 50.00
Berea B.C., Mansfield, OH ...........c.ccoceniiiiniincns 50.00
Hillcrest B.C., Winston-Salem, NC ...........ccccccce.. 25.00
The Lord's C. at Bev. Hills, Goose Creek, SC ..... 50.00

Berea B. C., Mantachie, MS .............cccoevrvennnnn. 200.00
Berea B. C., Stonington, IL.........

Victory B. C., Courtland, VA
Sovereign Grace B. C., Columbus, M
Philadelphia B. C., Decatur, AL ..
Morris St B. C., Hobbs, NM ........
Ocoonita B. C., Keekee, VA ........c.ccceenin

Mt Pleasant B. C., Chesapeake, OH ................. 100.00
Temple B. C., Bristol, TN .....ccccoviiiiiiieiieeieeeiene 30.00
Indore B. C., Indore, WV ......ccccoovvveniineiiinanens 100.00

Sovereign Grace B. C., Northport, AL ................ 100.00
Grace B. C., Georgetown, KY .........

Grace B. C., Tulsa, OK................
South Park M. B. C., Seattle, WA
Wayne Huffman, McNeil, AR ......
New Testament, Bristol, TN .......
Leroy Bullard, Albuquerque, NM ..........cccoceevennnne 50.00

Jack Farmer, Mobile, AL .....cccccceveeeeeiiieiiiiiiiieens 25.00
Philadelphia B. C., Aztec, NM .......c.coevirinninnne 25.00
J. L. Sadler, Alford, FL .......ccociiiiiiiiiieieieecs 5.00

Charlene Redding, Tucson, AZ .......c.cccecovviueenns 250.00
Philadelphia B. C., Aztec, NM

First B. C., Nappanee, IN .......
Donald Parker, Millport, AL ....
Morris Street B. C., Hobbs, N
ANONYMOUS ......oocvveiriiiins
Subscriptions .......
Dividing CheckS .........ceoviiiiiiiiiiciiiec e $170.00
Sub Total ..o $5,185.88
TOTAL oo $5,689.90

EXPENDITURES:

Wages .

Postage ... 792.67
Printing.... .537.14
FICATAXES .ooiiiiiiieciiee e 143.44
Dividing Checks ..o 170.00
SUPPHIES .ot 633.33
Total EXpenditure .........ccceeeeiieiieniecneeeen, 4,151.58
.............................................. 1,538.32
Bank Charge ........cccccooiiiiiiiiic e -13.06

ENDING DEFICIT ..o, $1,525.26
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NEW BOOK

christ.

Inalittle over amonth the editor will have published hislatest book, Here Comes
the Bride! This book sets forth the doctrine of the local church bride for the present
age and the glory bride which consists of true churches acrossthe centuries. Chapters
in the book are as follows: Opposers and Defenders, The Typology of Genesis 24,
The Story of Ruth, The King's Daughter, The Wife of Jehovah, The Bridein the New
Testament, The Ten Virgins, The Bride in Church History, and The Bride of Anti-

Thebook is9” x 6” in size (the same as my book on Scriptural Church Organiza-
tion). It is 191 pages in length (the largest in size | have ever written). It contains
materials acquired during 41 years of ministerial research. Its retail price will be
$7.95. Tohelpraise money with which to print the book, | am offering aprepublication
price of $4.25 on 5 or more of these books. This offer is good until February 28,
1999. This price does not include shipping. We will bill you for this when we ship
you the books. Order from BereaBaptist Church Bookstore, P. O. Box 39, Mantachie,
MS 38855. Books will be shipped as soon as they arrive from the printer. There are
considerable savings to those who send their money for this prepublication special.

BY EDITOR

By Medford Caudill

How to Preparefor Church Services

Goshen, Indiana

“| wasglad when they said unto me,
Let usgointothehouseof the L ORD.
.. (Psalm 122:1).

Thisisan important subject for abe-
liever. If you are not saved, the best way
to prepare for a church service isto get
saved. If youwereat ameeting of atomic
scientists, if you didn’t know anything
about physics, you wouldn’t understand
what they were talking about. If you
were at a meeting of cancer survivors,
you couldn’t rejoice unless you had sur-
vived cancer yourself. If you were at a
meeting of those who were clean and
dressed in white and you had just come
in filthy from shoveling manure, you
would feel out of place. If you don't
know God you can’'t worship God. If you
don’'t know Jesus Christ you don’t know
God. If you are not saved, born again,
redeemed, you don’t know Jesus Christ.

We havetransformed our church ser-
vices, in some places, from God' speople
meeting together to worship, rejoice,
give thanks, and learn, to a sales meet-
ing for lost people. We try to make it
attractive enough to them that they will
return to another service. We try to sell
the church, the services, and even God
to them. Those who go that route soon
find that their services are geared to en-
tertaining the lost rather than edifying
the saved.

The first thing to do to prepare your-
self for church services isto make sure
itisatrue church. The house of theLord
is not everything that calls itself a
church.

Somethink that one churchisasgood
as another. |s one gospel as good as an-
other? Is one truth as good as another?
Is one God as good as another? There
are many false churches, false gospels,

and false gods.

“But if | tarry long, that thou
mayest know how thou oughtest to
behave thyself in the house of God,
which isthe church of theliving God,
the pillar and ground of the truth” (I
Tim. 3:15). All so-called churchesdo not
preach the truth. They do not preach the
truth about God. They do not preach the
truth about man. They do not preach the
truth about what God demands of man.
Make sure the church you are going to
attend is a sovereign grace, landmark,
missionary Baptist church. Don't settle
for anything less.

Secondly, to prepare for church ser-
vices make sure you have the right atti-
tude, “I was glad.” Did you ever not
want to go somewhere and you looked
for a good excuse to keep you away?
Some peoplewill look for an excuse not
to go to church. A sore toe will keep
them away. Weather will do it. Some
complain about the crowds. It is too
crowded. Others complain about no
crowds. No one else will be there. Bro.
Joe Wilson told about folks who were
too far away to walk and too close to
drive. When you are looking for an ex-
cuse anything and everything will do.

Y our attitude from thetimethealarm
rings in the morning until you arrive at
the front door of the building will deter-
mineyour attitude asyou enter that door.
If you have spent the morning griping,
complaining, and arguing that will fol-
low you into the church service.

My eight year old son, Nathanael
loves going to the country fair. He starts
in the spring time asking every week.
“Isit timefor thefair yet?’ In the week
or two beforethe fair hetalks every day
about the rides and the animals and how

often we will go. He is glad when the
fair timefinally comes. When you go to
church do you feel likean eight year old
boy going tothefair?Y ou should. There
would be a great improvement in many
of our servicesif church memberswould
only come with the right attitude.

Are you thankful when you attend
church services?Y ou ought to be thank-
ful first of all that you can be in atten-
dance. Many are sick or feeble and are
not able to rise from their sick beds to
go to church. Many through circum-
stances not of their own making do not
have a church within traveling distance
that they can attend.

You ought to be thankful for the
building you meet in. You ought to be
thankful for the preacher who givesyou
God's Word. Y ou ought to be thankful
for the Bibleinyour own language. Y ou
ought to be thankful for your Christian
brothers and sistersthat meet there with
you. Y ou have much to be thankful for
as you attend the church services.

Areyou ready to fellowship whenyou
attend services? That isanimportant part
of your attitude. “ They said unto me.”
David had others that encouraged him
to go to the house of the Lord and that
went with him. What a privilegeitisto
fellowship with others who know the
Lord. Come alittle early to talk to oth-
ers about God's blessings in your life.
Stay alittle lateto tell the preacher how
much you appreciated the sermon and
totalk over the subject preached and the
Scripturesread, with the other members.

The third way to prepare for church
services isto make sure you pray. Pray
for the services, the preacher, the mem-
bers, and for visitors. Pray for yourself
that you will befriendly, worshipful, and
ready to do your part. Pray that you
would have an open heart and an open
mind.

Don't wait until Sunday morning to
pray for church services. Pray through-
out the week. Saturday night is one of
the most important parts of Sunday
morning. Time spent in prayer on Sat-
urday evening will do wondersfor Sun-
day morning. Prepare your heart and
mind Saturday evening for the services
the next day. Read your Bible, pray, and
think about the things of the Lord and
theLord swork. Don't just prepare your
heart and mind, prepare your body with
enough rest. Go to bed at a decent hour.

The most important thing you do in
any given week isnot your job or school,
or even your timewith your family. The
most important thing you do in a week
isworshipping God. Get yourself ready
for church. Wash your face, comb your
hair, and brush your teeth. More impor-
tantly pray, have the right attitude, go
to the right church and God will richly
bless you.
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JOHN WESLEY WITNESSES

There is no city under the sun which
has so clear atitle to Catholic blood
guiltiness as Rome. The guilt of the
blood shed under the heathen emperors
has not been removed under the popes,
but hugely multiplied. Nor is Rome ac-
countable only for that which hath been
shed in the city but for that shed in all
the earth. For at Rome under the pope,
aswell asunder heathen emperors, were
the blood orders and edicts given; and
wherever the blood of holy men was
shed, there were the grand rejoicingsfor
it. And what immense quantities of
blood have been shed by her agents.
Charles|X of Francein hisletter to Gre-
gory X1l boaststhat in and not long af -
ter the massacres of Paris, he had de-
stroyed seventy thousand Huguenots.
Some have computed that from the year
1518 to 1548, fifteen millions of Prot-
estants have perished by war and the
Inquisition! This may be overcharged,
but certainly the number of theminthose
thirty years, as well as since, is almost
incredible. To these we may add
innumberable martyrs in ancient,
middle, and late ages, in Bohemia, Ger-
many, Holland, France, England, Ire-
land, and many other parts of Europe,
Africa and Asia. —-Notes on the New
Testament.

(Taken from The Protestant Chal-
lenge, Canada, Nov.-Dec., 1998).

*kkkkx

THE GREATNESS OF
MERCY

By Girolamo Savonarola
(1452 - 1498)
“Have mercy upon me, O God, ac-
cording to Thy great mercy” (Ps.

51:1).

O God!
W h o
dwellest in
the inacces-
sible light!
O God! How i
hidest Thy- SAVOMNAROLA
self, Who EHE.-_!'.“EEIT{J“}_AE{QFITH_T

T v k1 ]

canst not be | £ 2008 ned fa Dealn
seen Wwith |for Trving bo Reform
the carnal Cathelic Church. r.-f

eye, nor comprehended by the mind of
the creature, nor described in the lan-

Continued on page 39
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Continued from page 38

guage of men (or of angels); O, my God!
Thee, the incomprehensible, | seek;
Thee, the unspeakable, | invoke, what-
ever Thou art, Who art in every place.

| know, indeed, that Thou art the Su-
preme Being. If, then, Thou art Being
Itself, and not exclusively the cause of
al being, and yet withal the Cause—
somewhere | shall find the Name by
which | seek to address Thy unspeak-
able Majesty.

Thou art God, say |, Who art whatso-
ever isin Thee. For Thou art Thy wis-
dom itself, Thine Excellency, Thy
Power, Thy Supreme Felicity.

Since, then, Thou art merciful, what
art Thou but Mercy itself? And what am
| but Misery itself?

Behold, therefore, O Mercy, O God!
behold Misery standing before Thy face.
What wilt Thou do, O Mercy? Surely
Thou wilt perform Thy work. It is not
possible, isit, for Theeto act against Thy

-
11-11'____ = e,

attributes?

And what is Thy work? To do away
with misery, to lift up men sunken in
wretchedness. Then have mercy upon
me, O God! O God! nay, O Mercy! take
away my wretchedness, take away my
sins, which are now my sum of wretch-
edness. Lift me up who am in misery.
Show forth in me Thy work. Exercise
upon me Thy virtue.

Deep calleth unto deep. The deep of
misery calleth unto the deep of mercy.
The deep of transgressions calleth unto
the deep of grace. Greater isthe deep of
mercy than the deep of misery. There-
forelet deep swallow deep. Let the deep
of mercy swallow up the deep of mis-
ery.

Have mercy upon me, O God, accord-
ing to Thy great mercy, not according
to man’s mercy, which is small; but ac-
cording to Thine, which is great, which
isimmeasurable, which isincomprehen-
sible, which exceedeth the measure of
all transgressions; according to that Thy
great mercy, by which Thou so lovedst
the world, that Thou gavest Thine only-

1

Elder CecilioMangubat, Sr., preachingon " Church Authority in Baptism" during

adoctrinal revival at City Baptist Church, Zamboanga City, September 27, 1998.

AboveisElder AndresAtup, Jr., in travel (on motor boat) on hismissionary trav-

els.

begotten Son. . . .

Have mercy upon me, O God. Not
according to a small measure of Thy
mercy. For thisis the small measure of
Thy mercy, when Thou deliverest men
from their bodily woes.

But thy mercy is great when Thou
dost take away their sins, and when,
through Thy grace, Thou liftest men
abovethe heights of earth. Therefore, O
Lord, have mercy upon me according to
this thy great mercy, and turn me unto
Thee, that Thou mayest make an end of
my sins, that Thou mayest justify me
through Thy grace.

(Written during the imprisonment
which preceded his martyrdom, in the
year of our Lord 1498).

*kkkkk

HEAVEN OUR HOME

It cannot be that earth is man’s only
abiding place. It cannot be that our life
isabubble, cast up by the ocean of eter-
nity, to float another moment upon its
surface, and then sink into nothingness

Picture Story from the Philippines

B

- i
Elder RogelioE. Torreon, mi
conducting a Bible class on a mountain.

-
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and darknessforever. Elsewhy isit that
the high and glorious aspirations which
leap like angels from the temples of our
hearts, are forever wandering abroad,
unsatisfied? Why is it that the rainbow
and the cloud come over uswith abeauty
that isnot of earth, and then pass off and
leave us to muse on their faded loveli-
ness? Why isit that the starswhich hold
their festival around the midnight throne
are set above the grasp of our limited
faculties, and are forever mocking us
with their unapproachable glory? Fi-
nally, why isit that bright forms of hu-
man beauty are presented to view, then
taken from us, leaving the thousand
streams of the affectionsto flow back in
an Alpine torrent upon our hearts? We
are born for a higher destiny than of
earth. There is a realm where the rain-
bow never fades; wherethe starswill be
spread out before uslike theislands that
slumber on the ocean; and where the
beautiful beingsthat here pass before us
like visions will stay in our presence
forever!

George D. Prentice

ssionary of the Ber ea Baptist Church, Mantachie, M S,

These are fourth year high school students attending the Bible study. Please re-

member thiscampusministry.
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World Scene

By G. Russell Evans - Norfolk, Virginia

Angry Backlash Follows
Clinton | mpeachment

One of the sad days in our nation’s
history was Saturday, December
19th—not because of the impeachment
of our first elected president—but be-
cause of the angry backlash and scur-
rilous condemnation of congressmen
who did their constitutional duty.

The token “walk-out” by House
Democrats in protest can only be
called child-like. Likewise for their
tantrums about unfairness, unconsti-
tutionality and partisanship—big
words, big talk but no specifics and
no logic—only the rantings of poor
losers, exemplified by Minority
Leader Dick Gephardt and Whip
David Bonior. A bipartisan solution
requires evaluating evidence. This
was not done by the Gephardts and
Boniors whose goal was to save the
president.

After the impeachment vote, dozens of
Clinton defenders rushed to the
White House for speeches, consola-
tion and pledges of undying loyalty
to our Chief Law Enforcement Of-
ficer, just shamed with two Articles of
Impeachment, one for obstructing
justice and one for lying before a
grand jury—the very biolerplate of our
judicial system.

There, Gephardt condemned the
House impeachment as a “disgrace to
the nation” in precipitating “the grav-
est crisis in our history” and sacrific-
ing the Clinton-Gore agenda on the
“altar of unattainable righteousness.”
What, however, is unattainable about
truth and honor? Americans live by
these values every day and Gephardt
will never become president unless he
respects those values.

Vice President Gore added more
of the same: Sad day in the Capital.
Degrading the will of the people and
our democracy. Upsetting an election.
Failure to allow a vote of censure. Un-
constitutional procedures. These are
wild charges by another man who
wants to be president—a man who
evidently doesn’t understand that we
have a constitutional republic—not a
democracy—with elected representa-
tives to govern.

The Clinton response was predictable,
even boring, because we’ve heard it
all before: He’s sorry. He accepts re-
sponsibility. but really, he got caught—
and if it hadn’t been for the little blue
dress with the white stain, this man
would still be out there denying any
“improper relations” with that
woman. When he now says, “Resig-
nation never crosses my mind,” he is

again unbelievable but true to his
character as a pathological liar.

Several points must be empha-
sized:

The increase in the Clinton popu-
larity polls suggests a backlash against
morality and a decline in the charac-
ter of people whose creed has become
greed because of what Clinton-Gore
can give them. Moreover, the polls
may be skewed by asking the same
people each time.

Our Constitution doesn’t provide
for censuring the president, but im-
peachment in the House and trial in
the Senate.

Trial in the Senate requires an “oath
or affirmation” (Art. I, Sec. 3, para. 6)
by each senator, sitting as a juror
sworn to judge by evidence, not party
loyalty. If done fairly, there could be
even more than the 67 votes to con-
vict and remove from office!

Much of our media praise the Clinton-
Gore agenda and gloss over the stains
of impeachment, notably the Norfolk
Virginia-Pilot, long a Clinton-lover
masquerading as neutral. Let me com-
ment on a recent editorial, “A (sic)
historic mistake,” and address the
editor directly:

You say the evidence wouldn’t sup-
port criminal prosecution—but perjury
before a grand jury is a felony and
hundreds of offenders are in jail right
now for that. Prosecute after he leaves
office? Forget it!

You say Clinton didn’t “subvert the
constitutional order”—but, in fact, he
undermined the judicial system with
lies and obstructions of justice, seen
by all of us.

You say the GOP denied a censure

vote, but pray tell us where the Con-
stitution provides for censure of the
president. Are you and the rest of the
Clinton-supporters afraid of the Con-
stitution?

You say that impeachment handed
“ill-begotten victory” to mean-spirited
forces that threaten our values more
than Clinton. We find the “mean-spir-
ited forces” to be the White house spin
doctors and unprincipled lawyers—
headed by Bill and Hillary.

The scurrilous tactics of the presi-
dent, vice president, their lawyers
and, now, you, just stir up more ani-
mosity and further delay efforts to
“heal the nation” that you call for.

Alan Keyes, the popular talk-show
host, reminded listeners of the oath
taken by our 18, 19, and 20 year old
soldiers sent out to die, if necessary,
by a Commander-in-Chief who, while
on the telephone ordering troops into
Bosnia, was at that very instant in the
Oval Office “satisfying his sordid lust”
with a young intern.

(Captain Evans is author of Death
Knell of the Panama Canal?, available
for a $7.00 donation to the National
Security Center, 10560 Main St., Suite
217, Fairfax, VA 22030).
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