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By Rosco Brong

Have You Counted the Cost

(1908 - 1985)

By Isaac Massey Haldeman

The Conversion of Saul

(1845 - 1933)

TOWERSWE MAY TRY TO
BUILD COST TOO MUCH
—JESUSPAIDIT ALL!

“Which of you, intending to build
a tower, sitteth not down first, and
counteth the cost, whether he have
sufficient to finish it? Lest haply, af-
ter hehath laid thefoundation, and is
not ableto finish it, all that behold it
begin to mock him, saying, Thisman
began to build, and was not able to
finish” (Luke 14:28-30).

“Thenameof theLORD isastrong
tower: the righteous runneth into it,
and issafe’ (Prov. 18:10).

Are you building a tower of refuge
and defense for your soul, hoping that
this tower of your own building will
keep you safe against all your enemies?
Do you hope that thistower you aretry-
ing to build will protect you even from

Rosco Brong

the righteous judgments of God? Have

you counted the cost?
Jesus' purpose in using this illustra-
tion of building amilitary tower or for-
Continued on page 466

Acts9:1-11, 17-19.

Golden Text. — “This is a faithful
saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesuscameinto theworld
to save sinners; of whom | am chief”
(I Tim. 1:15).

. SAUL ON THE WAY TO DAM-
ASCUS.

a. Who he was.

He was a Jew, of the tribe of Ben-
jamin (Rom. 11:1).

He was born in Tarsus, the capital of
Cilicia (Acts 21:39; 22:3).

Although a Jew, he was born a Ro-
man citizen (Acts 22:24-28).

On this basis as a Roman citizen he
made his final appeal from the Jews to
Caesar (Acts 25:10, 11).

b. Hislearning.

He spoke the “three” languages—
Hebrew, Greek and Latin (Acts 21:37;

| saac Haldeman

22:2).
To the centurion he spoke in Latin
(Acts 22:25).

Continued on page 467

By Robert Haldane

The
Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures

(1764 - 1842)

By Roy Mason

Why Join A Baptist Church

(1894 - 1978)

The Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments are not only genuine and
authentic, but also inspired writings. The
claim of inspiration which they advance
isaclaim of infallibility and of perfec-
tion. It is aso a claim of absolute au-
thority, which demands unlimited sub-
mission. It is aclaim which, if set up
for any other book, might, with the ut-
most ease, be shown to be unfounded.

The inspiration of the Scriptures is
attested, both by the nature and val ue of
their contents, and by the evidence of
their truth. On these grounds, they stand
without a rival in the world, and chal-
lenge from every man the highest pos-
sible regard.

Our knowledge of the inspiration of
the Bible, like every other doctrine it
contains, must be collected for itsalf. If
thewriters of thisbook appear with such
credentialsas entitlethem to bereceived
as commissioned of God, thenitisfrom
themselves only that we can learn those

truthswhich they are authorized to make
known. Among these, it is of primary
importance to know what is the extent
of that dependencewhichweareto place
on their words. Is implicit credit to be

Continued on page 464

Occasionally one comes acrossaper-
son who says, “1 believe in churches, |
think that every Christian should be a
church member, and | should liketo join
achurch, if | could only settle the ques-
tion asto which isthe right one to join.

By Milburn Cockrell

The Design of Our Savior's Coming

Mantachie, Mississippi

“And she shall bring forth a son,
and thou shalt call his name JESUS:
for heshall save hispeoplefrom their
sing’ (Matt. 1:21).

My text isthewords of the angel who
appeared to Joseph before the birth of
Christ. This angel told him that Mary
was with child by the Holy Spirit, and
that he should go ahead and take her as
his wife. Joseph was told what to name
thisfirstborn son of thevirgin. Hewould
be called “ Jesus.”

WHO HE IS

The angel told Joseph: “And she
shall bringforth ason, and thou shalt
call his name Jesus. . .” The name
“Jesus’ is the same as “Savior.” It is
derived from the verb signifying “to
save.” His mother said of Him: “And
my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Savior” (Luke 1:47). Theangel told the
shepherds the night of His birth: “ For
untoyou isborn thisday in thecity of

Continued on page 468

Roy Mason

With so many churches and denomina-
tions in existence, each one advancing
their own peculiar claims, | have become
confused so that | do not really know
what to do.” It isfor such persons who
arein honest doubt about this matter that

Continued on page 462
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this chapter is written, although it is
hoped that it may prove helpful to those
who are already members of Baptist
churches, but are little more than Bap-
tistsin name only.

Assuming that you, my reader, arein
earnest, and have an open mind, | wish
to show you why that you, a Christian,
should be aBaptist and should unitewith
a Baptist church. Understand me, | do
not believe that you should unite with a
Baptist church unless you become thor-
oughly convinced that Baptist churches
of al others are the true and the only
New Testament churches. Often mere
sentiment determinesthe churchtojain,
for many people. Many join a certain
church because grandmother or grand-
father or some other relative or friend
once belonged to that church. Many
times | have known a husband or wife
to changetheir church affiliation just so
the family would not be divided on the
church question. | cannot but feel that it
isasin against God and against one's
own soul to dothis. No oneought to join
a certain church, when their choice of
that church is dictated by mere senti-
ment, whim, or caprice. No one ought
to join a certain church just to please
somerelativeor friend, or to keep peace
in the family. This matter is too impor-
tant, and one might add, sacred, to settle

on any such basis. When one uniteswith
acertain church it ought to be because
of an intense personal conviction that
that church isright, and that it adheres
to Christ’ s teachings, and that God ap-
proves of the making of that the church
of their choice. If more people felt that
way about the matter of their church af-
filiation, we wouldn’'t have so many
weak and “wobbly” church members
who seem to love other churches about
as much as they do their own.

In looking out over the religious
world today, divided into numerous
sects, parties, and denominations, one
thing ought to stand out as very appar-
ent, and that is, that the Founder of
Christianity did not start all of these
sects and divisions. He cannot be said
to be the author of any such confusion.
The New Testament makesit very clear
that He founded a church—not many
institutions of different names and
creedscalling themsel ves churches—but
oneinstitution. That thischurch wasthe
local assembly should be very clear to
any one who studies Christ’s use of the
word “church” (ecclesia) asgiveninthe
New Testament. His use of the word
prohibits us from believing that other
than the local assembly was meant.
Moreover He promised the continued
existence of this church throughout the
ages. So in searching for theright church
tojoin, the question for you to determine
is, which church of al the institutions
calling themselves churchestoday, isthe
one that Jesus founded and promised to
perpetuate? If Jesus knew what He was
talking about, and meant what He said,
we are forced to believe that the church
which he started has been perpetuated
and is still in existence. | am quite sure
that you would prefer to unite with the
church that Jesus founded in preference
to any counterfeit church that may have
comeinto existencesince Histime. This
brings meto a statement of the first rea-
son that | wish to offer you as to why
you should join a Baptist church:

Y ou should join a Baptist church
BECAUSE JESUS FOUNDED THE
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, AND HAS
PRESERVED CHURCHES OF LIKE
FAITH THROUGHOUT ALL THE
CENTURIES UNTO THE PRESENT
MOMENT.

Now of courseyou will require at my
hands some reasons for believing that
the statement just made is true. Space
does not permit of alengthy discussion
of thishere, (for afull discussion of the
perpetuity question, see the author’s
book, The Church That Jesus Built,) but
| shall give very briefly a few reasons
that ought to prove conclusive.

1. All churches, with the single ex-
ception of Baptist churches began hun-
dreds of years after Christ, and had hu-
man founders. Thisof course utterly pre-
cludes the possibility of any of them
being the church that Jesus founded.

Below there follows a table giving the
date of the founding of each of the great
churches of the world, and the name of
the founder. Thistableisfrom Denomi-

Christian community which has stood
since the days of the apostles, and as a
Christian society which has preserved
purethe doctrines of the Gospel through

DENOMINATIONAL CHART

Denominational Founder’s
Name. Name.
Catholic Gregory |
Lutheran Martin Luther
Episcopalian Henry VIII
Presbyterian John Calvin
Congregational Robert Brown
M ethodist John Wesley
Campbellite Alex. Campbell
Mormon Joe Smith
Christian Science Mary Eddy
BAPTIST JESUS CHRIST

Date of Present
origin age 1924.
A.D. 590 1334 yrs.
A.D. 1520 404 yrs.
A.D. 1534 390 yrs.
A.D. 1536 388 yrs.
A.D. 1580 344 yrs.
A.D. 1740 184 yrs.
A.D. 1827 97 yrs.
A.D. 1839 94 yrs.
A.D. 1884 40 yrs.

Mk. 3:13-19; Matt. 16:18

nationalismPut tothe Test, By Dr. S. E.
Tull.

2. A comparison of thedoctrinesheld
by Baptistswith those taught in the New
Testament, shows them to be strictly
apostolicinthisregard. A similar com-
parison of the doctrines held by other
denominations with those of the New
Testament, will show that such is not
true in their case. Practices have been
added for which there is no scriptural
warrant, or elseameaning isplaced upon
the ordinances that is foreign to the
teaching of the New Testament.

3. Historians, many of them not Bap-
tists, have conceded the apostolicity of
Baptist churches. Moreover they have
traced the Baptists under various names
back to the days of the apostles, and have
established their identity with the church
founded by Jesus. Let us take the time
to note a few quotations from some re-
liable historians on this point:

Among Baptist historians, it is gen-
erally conceded that John T. Christian,
stands at the head. Indeed, there are
somewho rate him as being the greatest
historian in the world today. In his
monumental work, A History of the Bap-
tist, (Bapt. S. S. Board, 1922), we find
him saying, (page 5), “I have no ques-
tion in my mind that there has been a
historical succession of Baptistsfromthe
days of Christ to the present time.”

Mosheim: (Lutheran historian) “ The
origin of the. . .Anabaptists. . .is hid in
the remote depths of antiquity” (Insti-
tutes of Eccles. History |11, P. 200).

John Clark Ridpath, (Methodist his-
torian, author of Ridpath’ sHistory of the
World), in a letter to Dr. W. A. Jarrel
(Baptist Church Perpetuity p. 59), wrote:
“1 should not readily admit that therewas
aBaptist churchasfar back asA. D. 100,
though without doubt there were Bap-
tists then, as all Christians were then
Baptists.”

A. Ypeij and J. J. Dermout, (Re-
formed Church, Holland), in their His-
tory of the Dutch Reformed Church,
(Vol. 1 p. 148), havethisto say: “. . .the
Baptists may be considered as the only

al ages.”

Quotations might be multiplied, but
space does not permit further historical
references on this point. Any one who
wishesto read further along thisline, and
to see the indisputable historical evi-
dence of the perpetuity of the Baptists,
can do so by obtaining the author’ sbook,
The Church that Jesus Built, or J. T.
Christian’s A History of the Baptists.

Since other churches and denomina-
tions were not started by Jesus but by
some man, hundreds of years after Jesus
founded the first Baptist church, and
since they all depart radically from the
New Testament doctrines, it seemsto me
that a Baptist church would be the logi-
cal preference of any devout Christian
who is anxious to please his Lord.

The second reason that | wish for you
to consider as to why you should be a
Baptist is: BECAUSE BAPTIST
CHURCHES ARE THE ONLY
CHURCHES THAT ADHERE
STRICTLY TO THE SCRIPTURESIN
REGARD TO ALL OF THE DOC-
TRINES THEY TEACH OR PRAC-
TICE. Other churches deviate from the
Scriptures. Have you ever observed
when attending other churches, that the
minister often lays aside his Bible and
reads from a Discipline or some man
devised book, hisauthority for hismode
of procedure? Would you not rather be-
long to a church that does not have to
go outside the Biblefor the justification
of any of its actions?

Other denominations have doctrines
and practices that have to be constantly
excused and explained. Some of these
practices involve them in inconsisten-
ciesthat are very embarrassing. For in-
stance, compare the way of salvation as
held among Baptists with others. Bap-
tists teach only one way of salvation.
They teach that salvation is by grace
through faith in Christ alone, and they
only receive as candidates for baptism
those who claim to have aready been
saved. Some other denominations hold
to morethan oneway of salvation. They

Continued on page 463
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profess to believe in salvation by grace
through faith, and at the same time bap-
tize infants to make them children of
God. Some of the members of these de-
nominations, to be sure, claim that they
baptize infants because they are already
children of God, but the catechisms, ritu-
als, disciplines, etc., of these denomi-
nations indicate on this point that bap-
tism has to do with making them chil-
dren of God. Further than this dome of
the other denominations teach that un-
less one “holds out faithful to the end”
they will be lost. In other words they
hold that man must add hiswordsin or-
der to be saved. Thispractically amounts
to three ways of salvation: by grace, by
baptism, and by grace plus works. Still
other denominations hold that immer-
sion is essential to Salvation (Cf.
Campbellitesand Mormons). Thisleads
me to the statement which you will do
well to ponder: “BAPTIST CHURCHES
ARE THE ONLY CHURCHES ON
EARTH THAT REQUIRE A PERSON
TO PROFESS TO BE SAVED BE-
FORE THE PERSON UNITES WITH
THE CHURCH OR ISBAPTIZED.”

Y ou believe that a person should be
saved before they unite with the church
don’t you? If you believe that you be-
long with the Baptists, for they alone
hold to this requirement. Other denomi-
nations either baptize infants, who can-
not be believers, or else baptize with the
idea that baptism helpsto save.

As regards the ordinances, the Bap-

The Song of

Solomon
By Milburn Cockrell
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We are now making avery limited
printing of my commentary on The
Song of Solomon. We are doing the
printing ourselves. The bookswill sell
for $4 plus $2 for postage and han-
dling. The books are 8-1/2 x 11. Or-

der early asthe supply isvery limited.

Order from the
Berea Baptist Bookstore
PO Box 39
Mantachie, MS 38855

tists are happily situated. In holding to
believer’s baptism, baptism by immer-
sion only, and baptism as a simple,
symbolical ordinance, possessing no
saving power, they are both scriptural
and consistent. Other denominationsare
greatly embarrassed to explain their po-
sition on this ordinance. Most of the
great denominations practiceinfant bap-
tism. Many who bel ong to these denomi-
nations do not believe in it, but let the
reader bear in mind the fact that when
one unites with an organization that
practicesinfant baptism, they set the seal
of their approval upon it.

Since the question of infant baptism
is so often involved when one comes to
consider what church to join, let mejust
give you, in the briefest way, two or
three reasons why it should not be prac-
ticed and why one should not sanction
such apractice by belonging to achurch
that administers it:

1. There is nowhere in the New Tes-
tament a single command to baptize ba-
bies, nor a single example of one hav-
ing ever been baptized. If there was a
single passage to warrant the practice it
would have been found long ago. Onthe
other hand New Testament baptism al-
ways presupposes belief in Christ. Of
course no infant is capable of belief.

2. Historians have fixed the date of
the beginning of the practice of infant
baptism, many decades after the death
of Christ, and the beginning of the first
church. (For full historical discussion of
Infant baptism see Infant Baptism by
McGlothlin, S. S. Board 1916). Thus
they have shown that it was no part of
the practice of apostolic churches.

3. Infant baptism has no place in an
evangelical systemof religion. Denomi-
nationsthat practiceit today get the prac-
tice from the Catholics, who are not
evangelical. One can readily see that if
all babieswere baptized, believer’ sbap-
tism would soon perish from the earth.
So utterly out of placeisinfant baptism
in an evangelical system that the very
churches that practice it have been able
to keep from taking note of the incon-
sistency involvedinit. Thisexplainsthe
dropping off in recent yearsin the num-
ber of infants baptized among the de-
nominations that hold to this practice.

In regard to the other ordinance, the
Lord’'s Supper, Baptists alone hold the
logical, consistent, and scriptural posi-
tion. Now you have probably heard more
peopl e object to Baptist churcheson the
ground of their attitude on thisquestion,
than any other thing. It isvery common
for people of other faiths to call Bap-
tists “narrow” in regard to this matter.
But thereisreally nothing in which Bap-
tists are more right or scriptural thanin
this. We cannot go into this question
exhaustively, but let us just think for a
moment, and we can easily see the cor-
rectness of the Baptist position.

The Lord’s Supper is a church ordi-

nanceisn't it? All denominations that |
know anything about admit that it is.
Baptists believe that immersion must
precede church membership. Hence
those not immersed are considered by
them as unbaptized and thus unqualified
to partake of the Lord's Supper. More-
over, as | have sought to show, Jesus
founded the Baptist church, and gaveto
it this ordinance. If thisistrue, then no
other so-called church has the right to
administer this ordinance. No other
church is a scriptural, New Testament
church, hence Baptists cannot invite
members of other churches to partake
of the Lord’ s Supper with them any more
than they could invite the members of
the Masonic Lodge or the Carpenters
Union.

Summing up the argument on this
point, Baptists do not partake of the
Lord’s Supper with the members of
other denominations, because: (1) They
are not properly baptized, and baptism
must always precedethe Lord' s Supper.
(2) Because Jesus gave the ordinance to
His church to be observed and adminis-
tered by Hischurch. Since other denomi-
nations cannot be identified with the
church that Jesusfounded; sincethey are
man-originated institutions, they are not
true churches and have no authority to
administer the Lord’ s Supper, and have
no more right to partake of it with New
Testament churchesthan have thosewho
claim no church affiliation at al.

Further, they are prohibited by Scrip-
ture from partaking of the Lord’s sup-
per with people of other faiths. Let me
ask, is there division between denomi-
nations? Certainly, else they would not
exist. All are divided on one or more
doctrinal questions, as well as other
things. Now, the New Testament teaches
us very clearly that people who arein a
state of division cannot really partake
of the Lord’'s Supper. Let us notice this
passage: | Cor. 11:18-20R.V ., “ For first
of all when ye come together in the
church | hear that divisions exist
among you; and | partly believe it. .
.when therefore ye assemble your-
selvestogether it isnot possibleto eat
the Lord’s Supper.” What could be
plainer than the meaning of this passage?
It declares plainly that there can be no
real observance of the Lord' s Supper
where there is division and where there
is “Open Communion” there is always
division.

Again, whose Supper isit and whose
table is it around which we assemble?
Isit not the Lord’'s? If it is, what right
have we to be so “broad” as to remove
the restrictions that He placed upon it?
All those who gathered with Christ at
thefirst “Lord s Supper” were baptized
persons. He did not eveninvitethe good
man who owned the housein which they
gathered. We have no right to invite the
unbaptized when He did not invitethem.
Suppose that you should invite afew of

your close relatives and very intimate
friends to supper. You specify exactly
whom you wish to attend, and you tell
those invited to come at six 0’ clock. At
six 0’ clock you look out and lo, and be-
hold! people are gathered by the score
before your door. Y ou inquire and you
find that one of your friends decided that
you were too “narrow” in your choice
of guests. He thought that you should
have included others in your invitation
so he assumed the privilege of broaden-
ing your invitation and invited dozens
of othersnot included by you. The ques-
tion is, what would you think of your
friend’s action? Would it not seem the
height of presumption? What right had
he to change your invitation and invite
to your supper, those whom you did not
invite?

Christ gave the Memoria Supper to
church members—baptized persons.
What right has any one to invite to this
Supper those who are not scripturally
baptized, and who do not belong to His
church?

To do soisto act with arrogant pre-
sumption!

Another reason why you should be a
Baptist is BECAUSE THEY HAVE
THE ONLY FORM OF CHURCH
GOVERNMENT THAT IS RECOG-
NIZED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.
Being arational, sensible being you had
rather live in the United States where
you have avoicein the government, than
tolive under monarchical rulewhereyou
would have no “say so” whatever,
wouldn’t you?Would you not also rather
be a member of a church with a demo-
cratic form of government whereyou are
privileged to votein all matters pertain-
ing to the church and its work? If you
should become a member of some
churches you would have very little to
say about the way that affairs should be
conducted in that church. Y ouwould be
expected to pay and keep your mouth
shut. Y ouwould not even have theright
to help choose a pastor for your church.
He would be sent to you by a higher-up
ecclesiastic, and you would have to put
up with him whether you liked him or
not. On the other hand if you should get
apastor that greatly pleased, and whose
work should prove to be exactly suited
to your church, and if he should want to
remain, and every person in the church
should want him to remain, the same
higher-up could remove him just the
same.

Now asamember of aBaptist church
you would have just as many rights and
privileges as any other member, regard-
less of their wealth, age, or social posi-
tion. When it came to the call of a pas-
tor, you would have a voice in the mat-
ter. In any other matter concerning the
welfare of the church you would have a
vote equal to that of any other member.
Perhaps the purest demacracies in the

Continued on page 464
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world are Baptist churches. Read the
book of Acts, and see if the “whole
multitude” of church members did not
exercise a voice in matters concerning
the church. Read al of the Epistles and
seeif believerswerenot on astrict equal-
ity as regards the church. The Catholic
Churchwasthefirst to take from church
members their rights and vest them in
the clergy. Other denominations that
withhold from their memberstheir privi-
leges in the government and affairs of
the church, brought their unscriptural
practice over from Catholicism.

If you believe in democracy rather
than kaiserism and autocracy, then you
are on this point a Baptist!

Onelastreason | will taketimeto give
astowhy you should be aBaptist: Y OU
SHOULD BE A BAPTIST BECAUSE
A STUDY OF THE NEW TESTA-
MENT WILL PRECLUDE YOUR BE-
ING ANYTHING ELSE. You cannot
study the New Testament for yourself,
with an unbiased, unprejudiced mind,
willing to obey the Lord whatever the
cost, and finish that study with other than
Baptist convictions. Numerousinstances
are on record where a Bible has fallen
into the hands of people totally unac-
guainted with the beliefs of the differ-
ent denominations, indeed, unaware of
their existence, and they became Bap-
tists in belief. Baptist missionaries in
Brazil have had such persons to come
to them for baptism upon numerous oc-
casions. | know of no people save Bap-
tists who are willing to turn a new con-
vertloosewith aNew Testament and say
to him, “Here, takethis New Testament,
study it yourself, and join the church to
which it leads you!”

Let not the reader be careless about
the church question, and just push the
whole matter asidewith thethought, “Oh
well, it doesn’t matter much which
church I unitewith anyhow!” Too many
deal with the church question in this
trivial way. It is quite common to hear
people say, “There are good in all
churches. The church doesn’t save any-
one. We are all trying to get to the same
place.” These things may be very true,
but that doesn’t warrant one in being
careless about the matter of church
membership. It is a sad thing to see a
new born soul start out on a career of
life long disobedience to Christ. Thisis
exactly what happens when a hew con-
vert unites with a church that has
unscriptural doctrines and practices.
Besides| think that we may take excep-
tion to the statement made above, and
state that after all one church is not as
good as another. No church founded by
a fallible man could be as good as the
onefounded by Jesus Christ Himself. No
church that practices unscriptural things

can equal the church that is sound and
scriptural in al of its beliefs and prac-
tices. Thesetwo great claims, that Jesus
founded the Baptist church, and that it
adheresrigidly to apostolic doctrine and
teaching, are well authenticated claims
that demand your consideration in set-
tling the question as to what church you
should join.

Ponder carefully thethingssaid inthe
foregoing paragraphs, investigate their
truth, read and study the New Testament
for yourself, with the determination to
do what isright at any cost. If you will
do this, | have no fear but that you will
become a Baptist!
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given to everything they declare? and,
if the writers are numerous, is this
equally due to them all?

The question of inspiration has been
viewed as one of the utmost difficulty;
and, accordingly, various theories have
been invented to explain it. To those
who consider the subject merely in the
light of the Bibleitself, (the only source
of legitimate information on any matter
of revelation,) it may appear surprising
that this doctrine should be supposed to
present any difficulties at all. Nothing
can be more clearly, more expressly, or
more precisely taught in the Word of
God. And while other important doc-
trines may be met with passages of
seeming opposition, there is not in the
language of the Scriptures one expres-
sion that even appearsto contradict their
plenary or verbal inspiration. Whence,
then, it may be asked, hasarisen theidea
of difficulty so general among the
learned, but utterly unknown to the great
body of Christians. It haswholly arisen
from the profane desire to penetrateinto
the manner of the Divine operation on
the mind of man in the communication
of revealed truth. Instead of coming to
the Scripturesin achildlike manner, and
humbly submitting to what they teach
on this subject, many have occupied
themselvesin forming a scale for deter-
mining how far Divine assistance was
afforded to the sacred penmen in the dif-
ferent parts of their writings; and accord-
ing to amost all those who have dis-
cussed this subject, some parts of Scrip-
turerequire only avery small degree of
Divine assistance. But as the Scriptures
assert the inspiration equally of all their
parts, these writers are obliged to de-
nominate even this slight assistance as
akind of inspiration. Some, accordingly,
make three degrees or kinds of inspira-
tion, while others add a fourth. To the
Superintendence, Elevation, and Sug-
gestion, of Doddridge, has been added
Direction. And some, substantially
agreeing in the doctrine of different de-

grees, quarrel with the terms by which
these distinctionsare designated, and for
Suggestion have substituted Revelation,
as more appropriately expressing the
highest degree in the scale of inspira-
tion.

To these speculations, though very
generally adopted, the writers of the
Scriptures give not the slightest counte-
nance or support. Such being the fact,
and as the question of inspiration can
only be determined by the Scriptures
themselves, al thedistinctionsthat have
been introduced are nothing better than
vain and unsubstantial theories, un-
founded and unsupported by any evi-
dence. The Scriptures contain no inti-
mation of their being written under an
inspiration of any kind but one. “All
Scripture,” says Paul, “isgiven by in-
spiration of God.” Thisdeclaration re-
fersto the whole of the Old Testament,
which Timothy had known from his
childhood. But asthe greater part of the
New Testament was at that time pub-
lished, and asthewholeof itisuniformly
classed by its writers with the Old Tes-
tament, this expression of Paul equally
applies to the New Testament. The
Apostle Peter classes all the Epistles of
Paul, which he ascribes to the wisdom
given to him, with “the other Scrip-
tures,” thereby declaring them to be of
the same authority, and showing that all
the writings, both of the Old and New
Testament, were designated the* Scrip-
tures.”

Inspiration belongs to the original
writings. No one contends for any de-
gree of inspiration in the transcribersin
different ages. Accuracy in the copies
they have madeis, under the providence
of God, by which He always perfectly
attains His purposes, secured by the fi-
delity of those to whom the Scriptures
have been committed—by the opposi-
tion of parties watching each other, as
of Jews and Christians, and of various
sects—and by the great multiplication
of copies and trandations into different
languages, which took place so early.

Theinspiration spoken of inthe book
of Job, 32:8, whereitissad, “Thereis
aspiritin man, and theinspiration of
the Almighty giveth them under stand-
ing,” appears to refer to the communi-
cation of those intellectual powerswith
which man is endowed by his Creator.
Every Christian has, besides this, an
unction from the Holy Ghost, who
dwelleth in him, through whom he was
born again, and by whose influence his
spiritual life is maintained. There have
al so been various miracul ous gifts of the
Holy Spirit bestowed on the servants of
God, and among these is that inspira-
tion, by means of which God has re-
vealed Himself in the Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments.

Theword inspire signifiesto breathe
into, and literally corresponds to the
original inll Tim. 3:16. All Scriptureis

inspired by God, or breathed into the
writers by God. It is, therefore, of the
writing that the inspiration is asserted.
The Greek compound word, correspond-
ing to our phrase inspired by God, was
applied among the heathens to such
dreams as were supposed to be breathed
into men by any of the gods. Thisinspi-
ration, which without any exception,
variation or graduation, isclaimed by the
writers of the Scripture, and which en-
titles the whole of it to be denominated
“theWord of God,” isof the highest kind
by which they were “led into al truth.”
It consists in that communication made
to their minds by the Spirit of God, of
the ideas and words which they have
recorded in that sacred book. Paul ex-
pressly calls the Old Testament Scrip-
tures“the ORACLES of God,” which
were committed to the Jews (Rom. 3:2).
He afterwards gives the same denomi-
nation of “oracles’ to all the revealed
truth of God (Heb. 5:12). The same ex-
pression was used by the Greeks to de-
note the responses given out in distinct
words, which their priestsmade, in name
of their deities, to those who consulted
them. Inthe same sense, Stephen, speak-
ing under theimmediate influence of the
Holy Ghost, designates the writings of
Moses as “lively oracles.” In this ex-
pression their verbal inspiration is dis-
tinctly asserted.

In the passage above quoted, “All
Scripture is given by inspiration of
God,” the same thing is distinctly af-
firmed. Paul does not say the meaning
of al Scripture, or the ideas contained
init, but al Scripture—all writing, or
all that is written (taking writing in the
appropriated sense in which he uses it)
isgiven by inspiration of God. We have
hereamost unequivocal testimony to the
inspiration of the words of Scriptures,
for neither a meaning, nor an idea, can
be expressed in writing, except by
words. If any writing is inspired, the
words of necessity must be inspired,
because the words are the writing; for
what isawriting, but wordswritten? The
thoughts and sentiments are the mean-
ing of thewords. To say that awritingis
inspired, whilethe wordsare uninspired,
isacontradiction in terms. The affirma-
tion of Paul, then, respects the words as
containing the meaning, and not the
meaning as containing thewords. To the
same purpose, the Apostle Peter affirms,
that “the prophecy came not of old
time [at any time] by the will of man,
but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” If
they “ spakeasthey weremoved,” they
did not choosethe language they uttered,
but the words which they spoke were
given to them by the Holy Ghost. In the
same manner the disciples, on the day
of Pentecost, “were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with
other tongues asthe Spirit gave them
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utterance.” Here utterance, or the
words they spoke, is expressly ascribed
to the Holy Spirit. Nothing can more
distinctly convey the meaning of inspi-
ration than these words, “who by the
mouth of thy servant David hast said”
(Acts4:25). And thisinspiration, which
without variation or exceptionisclaimed
for the Scriptures, by the sacred writers,
entitles the whole of them to be called
“the Word of God,” to which high des-
ignation they could not be entitled on
any other ground.

The words of Scripture, as used by
the writers, were indeed their own
words. But this does not imply that the
Bible is partly the word of God, and
partly the word of man. It is not the ef-
fect of any such co-operation, as sup-
poses that one part was produced by
God, and the other part by man, to make
out awhole. The passages above quoted
preclude our entertaining any such no-
tion. Because the wordswere written by
the Prophets and Apostles, this does not
prevent them from being the words of
God. The following remarks of Presi-
dent Edwards, when heiscombating the
deeply erroneous sentiment of the
Arminians, respecting a co-operation
between God and man in the work of
grace will explain this matter. “In effi-
cacious grace, we are not merely pas-
sive, nor yet does God do some, and we
do therest. But God does al, and we do
all. God producesall, and weact all. For
that is what he produces, viz. our own
acts. God is the only proper author and
foundation: we only are the proper ac-
tors. We are, in different respects,
wholly passive and wholly active. Inthe
Scriptures the same things are repre-
sented as from God and from us. God is
said to convert, and men are said to con-
vert and turn. God makes a new heart,
and we are commanded to make us a
new heart. God circumcises the heart,
and we are commanded to circumcise
our own hearts; not merely because we
must use the means in order to the ef-
fect, but the effect itself is our act and
our duty. These things are agreeable to
that text, ‘ God worketh in you both to
will and to do.”” Edwards' s Remarks,
etc. 251.

“We grant,” says Dr. Owen, “that
they” (the sacred writers) “used their
own abilities of mind and understand-
ing in the choice of words and expres-
sions. So the preacher sought to find out
acceptablewords (Eccl. 12:10). But the
Holy Spirit, who is more intimate into
the minds and skill of men than they are
themselves, did so guide and operatein
them, as that the words they fixed upon
were asdirectly and certainly from him,
as if they had been spoken to them by
an audiblevoice.”—Owen on the Spirit,

Book ii. chap. I. sect. 20.

We are not however required to sup-
pose, that while inspired, the ordinary
exercise of the faculties of the penmen
of the Scriptures was counteracted or
suspended, or that their minds did not
entirely go along with what was com-
municated to them. “They were all
filled with theHoly Ghost” (Acts2:4).
“They had the mind of Christ” (I Cor.
2:16) and were themselves cast into the
mold of that doctrine which they deliv-
ered to others. We are certain then, as
appearsfrom thewhole of their writings,
that as far as they comprehended the
truths which they were employed to
record, they both fully acquiesced in
them, and powerfully felt their force. It
forms no objection to their inspiration,
that thewords of Scripture are occasion-
ally changedin parallel passagesor quo-
tations, by him who dictated them. The
Holy Spirit is not confined to any one
mode of expression, and in such places
His mind is conveyed in words, which,
though varied by Him, are yet perfectly
adapted to communicate His will.

Nor doesthe difference of stylewhich
we find among these writers at all con-
clude against their having thewordsthey
were to write imparted to them. On the
same ground that the term ” Scripture”
includesthe thoughts and words, so also
doesit necessarily comprehend the style
in which it is written; which is in fact
nothing more than the choice and ar-
rangement of the words; for what is
style, abstracted from the words that
express it? The style that God was
pleased to employ was used, and thein-
struments were such as that style was
natural to, flowing, like the words, with
their full consent, and according to the
particular tone of their minds. The style
of the Scriptures is the characteristic
style of the different writers; but God is
the author of it. The style is as truly
God's as the matter; for if He has em-
ployed the style of different writers, He
haslikewise employed their expressions,
thoughts, reasonings, and arguments.
God did not leave them to the operation
of their own mind, but hasemployed the
operations of their own mind in His
Word. The Holy Spirit could dictate to
them His own words in such away that
they would also be their own words, ut-
tered with the understanding. He could
express the same thought by the mouth
of athousand persons, each in his own
style. Isit then because we cannot com-
prehend the mode of such an operation,
that arrogant and weak mortals dare to
deny the obvious import of Scripture
declarations?

The objection to verbal inspiration,
taken from the variety of style among
the sacred writers, or from the circum-
stance that the same fact is often vari-
ously related by them, though at first
sight it may seem plausible, is, in real-
ity, both unfounded and absurd. It istak-

ing it for granted that two or more ac-
counts of the same thing, differing in
phraseol ogy, though substantially agree-
ing, cannot al be the words of inspira-
tion; which has not the smallest founda-
tion in truth. In variety of expression in
relating the same things in the Gospel,
would not affect the truth of the narra-
tive, on the supposition that the writers
were uninspired men, why isit presumed
that it would affect it on the supposition
of their being inspired? and why should
it be thought improper for the Holy
Ghost to make use of that variety? Or,
because one peculiar cast of style dis-
tinguished every man’s writings, it is
thought impossi ble that the Spirit of God
can employ a variety of styles; or is it
supposed that He must be confined to
one single mode of expression? The
simple statement of such an idea con-
tainsitsrefutation. It isevident, too, that
variety of stylemilitatesno more against
verbal inspiration, than against the sup-
posed inspiration of superintendence;
for if the Holy Spirit sanctioned vari-
ety, it was equally consistent to dictate
variety. And it might be shown that such
variety is of essential importance in the
Gospel narratives in bringing out very
interesting views, that could not be so
well exhibited in asingle narrative.

Of the fact, however, that the variety
of style which isfound among the writ-
ers of the Scriptures does not in the
smallest degree militate against that ver-
bal inspiration by which they affirm that
they wrote, we have conclusive proof.
For while it is evident to all, that there
is a certain characteristic distinction of
style, that pervades the whole of the
Scriptures, and sufficiently attests that
they are the work of the same author, it
is equally certain that each one of the
writersisdistinguished from the rest by
astyle peculiar to himself. Now the dif-
ference of style is as great among the
prophets, when predicting future events
which they did not understand, where,
as is admitted by all, the words they
employed must necessarily have been
communicated to them, asit isfound to
be among them when relating events
with which they were previously ac-
quainted. Here, then, we have positive
proof on this subject, which it isimpos-
sibleto set aside. The objection, too, that
is founded on variety of style, to the
communication of words, would equally
militate against the communication of
ideas. There is as great diversity of
MODES OF THOUGHT, and of view-
ing their subjects, as of EXPRESSION
AND STYLE, among the writers of
Scripture. And can it for a moment be
supposed, that either asto the one or the
other, the Spirit of God islimited?“He
that planted theear, shall henot hear ?
He that formed the eye, shall he not
see?” “Who hath made man’smouth,
or whomaketh thedumb, or thedeaf,
or the seeing, or the blind, did not |

theL ord?” Hewho conferred upon men
all thevaried powersand facultieswhich
they possess, is He not able to commu-
nicate to their minds whatever to Him
seemsgood, in every possible variety of
expression, and in every conceivable
shape?

It has been objected, that if the ver-
bal inspiration of thewhole of the Scrip-
tures could be proved, it would follow,
that the words of all the speakers who
areintroduced in them, such as those of
Job’s friends, although their opinions
were erroneous, hay even the words of
the devil himself, were inspired. This
objectionisso absurd, that, unlessit had
been sometimes gravely urged, it would
betoo trifling to be noticed. Isit not suf-
ficiently plain, that while God dictated
to the sacred penman the words of those
referred to, He dictated them to be in-
serted, not as His words, but as their
words? Even the sayings of wicked men
and of devils in the Scriptures are re-
corded by inspiration astruly asthe say-
ings of Christ Himself, and, as recorded
by the Holy Ghost, suggest inspired in-
struction. Every thing contained in the
Bible, whether thewords of the penman,
that contain the mind of God, or the
words of others, that areinserted for the
purpose of giving such information as
He is pleased to impart, is equally, ac-
cording to the express declarations of
Scripture, dictated by God. It should,
however, be observed, that it is not at
al implied in the assertion of plenary
verbal inspiration, that every example
recorded in Scripture, without any judg-
ment expressed with regard to the con-
duct of good, or even inspired men,
should be for imitation. When the Word
of God records human conduct, without
pronouncing on its morality, whether it
issin or duty, must be ascertained by an
appeal to the general principlesof Scrip-
ture.

It is no valid objection to verbal in-
spiration, that the sacred writers were
often acquainted beforehand with those
factswhich they recorded, and that they
were directed to refer to this knowledge
to establish their credibility. This no
more proves that their relating these
facts originated with themselves, than
the previous knowledge of a messenger
of the contents of the message he bears,
proves that it originated with himself,
or detracts from its truth or authority.
Nor does it form any objection that the
penmen of Scripture often appeal, in
support of what they advance, toitsown
evidence, or that they reason from prin-
ciples granted by those whom they ad-
dressed. Thiswas practiced by the Lord
Himself, as to whose words no Chris-
tian will affirm that they are not the
words of God.

There is a simplicity, harmony, and
consistency, in that plan which repre-
sents the Scriptures as, in one point of
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view, the production of man, and in an-
other wholly the book of God. Thisis
precisely consistent with the language
of the Apostle Paul, when he sometimes
designates the Gospel, “my Gospel,”
and sometimes, “the Gospel of God,”
it being, in fact, both the one and the
other. Though the deepest wisdom of
man could never have anticipated such
a scheme of inspiration, yet when it is
submitted to the mind, it manifests it-
self to be Divine. And nothing but this
view will harmonize all the assertions
of the Scriptures.

The subject of the inspiration of the
Bible has been too much disregarded
among Christians; many have not at-
tendedtoit at all, while others have ven-
tured to indulge in vain speculations re-
spectingit. But like every other doctrine,
the nature of Divine inspiration ought
to be carefully inquired into, and the
truth respecting it received with the most
unreserved submission. It will be proper,
then, to consider it solely in the light
which the Word of God affords; and for
this purpose, after attending to the ob-
jectionsthat have been derived from er-
roneous views of the meaning of certain
passages of Scripture, to exhibit the
ample proofs contained in the sacred
record, which unequivocally substanti-
ate its own plenary inspiration in every
part, without a single exception.

Theinspiration of certain parts of the
Scriptures is frequently denied, on the
supposition that the Apostlesthemselves
“sometimes candidly admit, that they are
not speaking by inspiration.” This ob-
jection proceeds on a mistaken view of
the meaning of the passages on which it
is founded.

Inthe 7th chapter of the 1st Epistleto
the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul is sup-
posed, in some places, to disclaim in-
spiration, and, in one place, not to be
certain whether or not he is inspired.
This, at first sight, will appear to be evi-
dently contrary to the uniform style of
this Apostle’'s writings, and altogether
improbable, when, as a commissioned
and accredited ambassador of Jesus
Christ, heisanswering certain questions
put to him by a Christian church, to
whom he had just before in the most
explicit manner asserted, that he spoke
“not in the words which man’s wis-
dom teacheth, but which the Holy
Ghost teacheth,” and that he was ad-
dressingthem“in thenameof theL ord
Jesus’ (I Cor. 21:13; 5:4). Attention to
this might have prevented the adoption
of the unfounded and mistaken mean-
ing that has been affixed to the passages
referred to, which tends to unsettle the
minds of Christians respecting the in-
spiration of the Scriptures. No such in-
decision, however, attaches to the pas-

sagesin question.

In answer to the question about mar-
riage, Paul says, | Cor. 7:6,“ | speak this
by permission, and not of command-
ment.” Does this mean that the Spirit
permitted him, but did not command
him, to give the answer he had done?
Even upon this supposition, the
Apostle’s declaration must be accord-
ing to the mind of the Spirit: for Paul
could not, on such an occasion, have
been permitted to say what was contrary
to it. But this would have been a very
extraordinary and unusual mode of
communicating that mind, and evidently
is not what is here intended. The obvi-
ous meaning is, that what the Apostle
here said was in the way of permission,
not of commandment. “I speak this,”
says he, “as a permission, and not as a
commandment;” and without this, the
Apostle might have been understood as
enjoining marriage as an indispensable
duty. In the second Epistle to the same
church, chapter 8:8, the Apostle ex-
presses himself to the same purpose, in
apassage which no one misunderstands.
Again, at the 10th verse, —-"“Unto the
married | command, yet not |, but the
Lord.” This commandment had been
delivered by the Lord Jesus Christ Him-
self. The Apostle, therefore, had no new
commandment to deliver to them, or no
commandment from himself only, but
one which the Lord had given. “ To the
rest, speak I, not theLord.” Therewas
no former commandment given by the
Lord, towhich hemight hererefer them;
on this point, therefore, he now delivers
to them the will of God. So far, indeed,
was this commandment from having
been given before, that it was the repeal
of an old one, by which, under the Jew-
ish dispensation, the people were com-
manded to put away their wives, if hea-
thens. Canit, then, be supposed, that the
Apostle is speaking from himself, and
not under the dictation of the Holy
Ghost, when heis declaring the abroga-
tion of a part of the law of God?

“Now, concerningvirgins, | haveno
commandment of theLord; yet | give
my judgment as one that hath ob-
tained mercy of the Lord to be faith-
ful.” Here again no commandment had
formerly been given, to which Paul
could refer those to whom hewrote. But
now, he gave his judgment as one that
had obtained mercy of the Lord to be
faithful in the discharge of that ministry
which he had received, to deliver the
whole counsel of God to man. “1 think
alsothat | havethe Spirit of God.” In
this, asin many other passages, theword
translated, “I think,” does not mean
doubting, but the most positive certainty.
If Paul meant it to be understood, that
he was not certain whether he was in-
spired or not, it would contradict all that
he has positively affirmed in the same
Epistle, on the subject of hisinspiration,
both before the expression in question,

and afterwards, when he says, chapter
14:37, “1f any man think himself to
be a prophet, or spiritual, let him ac-
knowledge that the things which |
write unto you are the command-
mentsof theLord.” Anditwould stand
directly opposed to what he affirms, |
Thessalonians 4:8, “He therefore that
despiseth, despiseth not man, but God,
who hath also given unto us his Holy
Spirit.” But sofar isthisfrom being the
case, that in order more deeply to im-
press the minds of those to whom he
wrote, with the importance of what he
had said, Paul concludes by assuring
them that he was certain that he wrote
by the Spirit of God.

The only other passage in which this
Apostle is supposed to disclaim inspi-
ration, occurs in Il Corinthians 11:17:
“That which | speak, | speak it not
after theL ord, but asit werefoolishly,
in this confidence of boasting.” Inthis
passage Paul does not refer to the au-
thority, but to the example of the Lord.
“1 speak not according to the example
or manner of the Lord, but after the man-
ner of fools;” amanner which, ashetells
the Corinthiansin the next chapter, they
had compelled him to adopt. Such isthe
true sense of the above passages; but
even if the mistaken meaning so often
attributed to them were thejust one, they
would not at al militate against the ple-
nary inspiration of the Scriptures, be-
cause in that case Paul was inspired to
write precisely ashe hasdone, sincethey
form a part of Scripture, all of which
“isgiven by inspiration of God.” If he
has told us that he was not inspired on
these points, he was inspired to make
the denial.

(To be continued in next issue)
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tress was not merely, as many people
SUppose, to incite us to earnestness and
sincerity of purpose, but to bring us to
realize that none of us can pay theprice,
none of us can bear the cost, of finish-
ing atower that can save usfrom divine
judgment. When werealizethisfact, we
areready to flee for refuge to the strong
tower that God has already provided for
us.

Let us look at some of the towers
which mentry to build but can never fin-
ish to the extent that they can saveasoul:

TOWERSOF WEALTH

TheBibleplainly tellsusthat wewere
not redeemed with corruptible things as
silver and gold (I Pet. 1:18); yet many
men vainly hopethat worldly riches can
buy not only anything in thisworld, but
even aplacein theworld to come. They
will learn better, if not before, after itis
too late:

“In that day a man shall cast his
idols of silver, and his idols of gold,
which they made each onefor himself
to worship, to the moles and to the
bats; to gointo the clefts of therocks,
and into thetops of the ragged rocks,
for fear of the LORD, and for the
glory of his majesty, when he ariseth
to shake terribly the earth” (lsaiah
2:20, 21).

TOWERSOF FAME

Some people think that if they can
acquire sufficient fameor renowninthis
world it may go with them into afuture
life. But evenin thislife, fameis fleet-
ing and fickle:

“A man was famous according as
he had lifted up axes upon the thick
trees. But now they break down the
carved work ther eof at oncewith axes
and hammers’ (Ps. 74:5,6).

TOWERSOF STATION

Worldly station or position will gain
us no advantage before God. “Verily
every man at his best state is alto-
gether vanity” (Ps. 39:5).

The Bible makes it clear that God's
judgments will come upon the high and
mighty aswell asonthelowly and weak
(Rev. 6:15).

TOWERS OF LEARNING

Our modernworld especially is char-
acterized by a near-worship of human
learning, but, though a man could ac-
quire all the knowledge and wisdom of
this world, he still could not stand
against the omniscience and the eternal
wisdom of God.

“There is no wisdom nor under-
standing nor counsel against the
LORD” (Prov. 21:30).

TOWERSOF SENTIMENT

Many people have false sentimental
ideas about God, and trust in these sen-
timents, contrary to the plain teaching
of God’'s Word. So, they suppose that
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Godistoo“good,” “loving,” “merciful,”
to “send them to Hell.” Modernistic
misinterpretersof scripturevainly imag-
ine a difference between the God of the
Old Testament and the Christ of the
New. But it wasthe kind and loving but
also true and faithful Savior Who ex-
claimed:

“Ye serpents, ye generation of vi-
pers, how can ye escape the damna-
tion of hell?” (Matt. 23:33).

It is in the New Testament that we
read, “our God is a consuming fire”
(Heb. 12:29). Andin Revelation 6:16 we
read of the terrible “wrath of the
Lamb.”

TOWERSOF TRADITION

Following and building upon the tra-
ditions of men will never build a tower
that can stand against God. So Jesussaid:

“This people honoreth me with
their lips, but their heart isfar from
me. Howbeit in vain do they wor ship
me, teaching for doctrines the com-
mandments of men. . .And he said
untothem, Full well yer g ect thecom-
mandment of God, that ye may keep
your own tradition” (Mark 7:6, 7, 9).

TOWERS OF PRETENSE

Merely pretending to worship and
serve God is another tower of delusion
that isnever finished and could not stand
if it were. Jesus speaks of thosewho “ for
a pretense make long prayer,” and
declares, “therefore ye shall receive
thegreater damnation” (Matt. 23:14).

Wearereminded that “ all thingsare
naked and opened untotheeyesof him
withwhom wehavetodo” (Heb. 4:13).

TOWERS OF UNION

Thereligiousfashion of theday isso-
called union. Religionists, unsure of
their positions, seek to strengthen them-
selves by uniting with others who, like-
wise, are not sure of anything much. But
the only religious union that God will
blessis union with and in Christ.

Astothe union of secular powersand
falsereligionsof thisworld, we may note
well Proverbs 11:21: “Though hand
join in hand, the wicked shall not be
unpunished.”

TOWERSOF TEARS

Some people seem to think that they
can shed enough tearsto wash their sins
away. We may well shed tears over our
sins, but that tears do not insure accep-
tance with God is evident from Mal achi
2:13: “And this ye have done again,
covering the altar of the LORD with
tears, with weeping, and with crying
out, insomuch that he regardeth not
the offering any more, or receiveth it
with good will at your hand.”

TOWERS OF PRAYERS

Again, it is vainly supposed that our
prayers, if long enough, frequent
enough, or earnest enough, can bring us

salvation. That aform of prayer cannot
avail is evident from many scriptures.
To certain ones, God said: “When ye
make many prayers, | will not hear”
(Isa. 1:15). And in Proverbs 28:9 we
read: “He that turneth away his ear
from hearingthelaw, even hisprayer
shall be abomination.”
TOWERS OF CEREMONY

Outward rites and ceremonies of re-
ligion can never afford us a place of
safety. Of the sacred Jewish rite of cir-
cumcision, Paul wrote:

“For heisnot a Jew, which isone
outwardly; neither is that circumci-
sion, which isoutward in theflesh: but
heisaJew, which isoneinwardly; and
circumcision isthat of theheart, in the
spirit, and not in the letter; whose
praise is not of men, but of God”
(Rom. 2:28, 29).

So, in our day, even the sacred ordi-
nances of baptism and the Lord’s Sup-
per have no saving virtue in them-
selves—much less have religious rites
or ceremonies of human invention or
tradition.

TOWERSOF DOCTRINES

Itisgood for usto believe sound doc-
trine—the teaching of God’ s Word. But
amereintellectual and formal adherence
to sound doctrine is not salvation.

Of the Pharisees, Jesus said: “All
therefore whatsoever they bid you
observe, that observe and do; but do
not ye after their works: for they say,
and donot” (Matt. 23:3). TousHesays:
“Not everyone that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into theking-
dom of heaven: but hethat doeth the
will of my Father which isin heaven.”

TOWERSOF FAITH

Itisby faith that we have access*into
this grace wherein we stand” (Rom.
5:2).

Faith, however, is the means, instru-
ment, or channel that connects us with
the Savior. Faith hasno saving virtuein
itself.

Sad to say, some people havefaithin
faith instead of faith in God. A misdi-
rected faith can be a most terrible agent
of destruction. Thus, we read of some
that “ God shall send them strong de-
lusion, that they should believe a lie:
that they all might be damned who
believed not the truth, but had plea-
sure in unrighteousness’ (Il Thess.
2:11-12).

A STRONG TOWER

So, with all the religious towers of
men’s building we can only say in the
light of God’ sWord that manisnot able
to finish the towers that he begins and
they would be no help to himin eternity
even if he could finish them.

But, thank God, there is a strong
tower already provided:

“Thenameof theLORD isastrong
tower; the righteous runneth into it,
and issafe” (Prov. 18:10).

Will you not today say with the

Psalmist of old, “ refugefailed me” (Ps.
142:4), and then, “1 flee unto thee to
hide me” (Ps. 143:9).

dddddddd
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He was versed in Greek literature
(Acts 17:28). A quotation from Aratus
(Titus 1:12). A quotation from
Epimenides.

He studied Hebrew theology and lit-
erature under Gamaliel (Acts 22:2, 3;
5:34).

c. Hisreligious zeal (Acts 22:3).

The word “zealous,” is, properly,
“zealot.”

The zealots were a party constituted
mainly of the sect of the Pharisees. They
were organized toresist any interference
of Rome with their religious laws and
customs. They were also organized to
resist any attempt on the part of the Jews
themselves to depart from the Mosaic
law and the tradition of the elders. To
accomplish their mission they were
ready to use violence and persecute to
the death.

Paul was an enrolled member of this
body, and as such was ready to use any
means to stop the spread of the Chris-
tian faith among hisown people. Hisrole
asazealot accountsfor hisroleasaper-
secutor.

d. His persecution of the Church.

He consented to the death of Stephen
(Acts 7:58).

He made havoc of the Church in
Jerusalem (Acts 8:3).

He obtained letters from the high
priest authorizing him to visit the syna-
goguesin Damascus, arrest and bring to
Jerusalem all who showed any disposi-
tion to believe in Jesus as the Christ. It
was his intention to bring them before
the council and have them condemned
(Acts 9:12-14).

He imprisoned and beat in every
synagogue those who believed (Acts
22:19).

He confessed to the Lord that he was
guilty of the death of Stephen (Acts
22:20).

Hevoted for the death of those whom
he brought before the council (Acts
26:10, 11).

He callshimself the persecutor of the
Church (I Tim. 1:13; Phil. 3:6; Gal.
1:13).

2. SAUL ARRESTED

a. The light from Heaven.

It was not natural light. It was light
abovethe brightness of the mid-day sun
(Acts 22:6; 26:13).

It wasthe personal and essential glory
of the Lord. He manifested some of this
glory to His disciples on the Mount of
Transfiguration (Matt. 17:1, 2).

He manifested this glory in its full-
ness to John in Patmos (Rev. 1:12-16).

It wasthe manifestation to Paul of that
glory He had with the Father before the
world was (John 17:5).

b. The voice from Heaven.

It was the voice of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The words He spoke were in
Hebrew (Acts 26:14).

In Acts 97, it is said the men who
were with Paul heard the voice.

In Acts 22:9, Paul declares they did
not hear the voice.

There is no contradiction.

In Acts 9:7, the men heard the sound
of the voice.

In Acts 22:9, Paul says they did not
hear the voice speaking; that is to say,
they heard the sound but did not hear
the words. On one occasion when our
Lord was praying the Father spoke to
Him from Heaven. The people who
stood by said it thundered. They heard
the sound but did not distinguish the
words (John 12:29).

The voice Paul heard was an arrest-
ing one.

He declares himself that he was “ar-
rested” (Phil. 3:12). Literaly, “1 was
laid hold of.”

c. The Lord’ s disclosure of Himself.

“1 am Jesus of Nazareth” (Acts
22:8; 9:5).

As Jesus He ascended to Heaven
(Acts 1:11).

Through the opened heavens Stephen
saw Him at the right hand of the Father
as Jesus (Acts 7:55).

In the last message which He sends
down from Heaven, He declares Him-
self as Jesus. He says:

“l Jesus’ (Rev. 22:16).

His name as Jesus has been exalted
above every name in the universe (Phil.
2:10-11).

Jesuswasthe name given Him at His
birth (Matt. 1:21).

Jesusthereforeis His name asaman.

In identifying Himself in Heaven as
Jesus of Nazareth, our Lord declaresHe
is there, not as a spirit being, not as a
ghost Christ, but as areal man, as well
astrue God.

He is there as the “Man Christ
Jesus’ (I Tim. 2:5).

In speaking to Paul in Hebrew He
identified Himself with the nation of the
Jews, and thus testifies that although
rejected by them, He was still their cov-
enant king. In Heaven as the once slain
but now risen one, Heisseen asthelion
(that is—the king) of the tribe of Judah.
Thus He is there as a Man, a Jew, and
the king of the Jews (Rev. 5:5-6).

d. Our Lord’s identification of Him-
self with the Church.

“Why per secutest thou me?” (vs. 4,
5).
The Church is the spiritual body of
Christ (I Cor. 12:27); Rom. 12:5; Eph.
1:23; Col. 1:18, 24; | Cor. 12:12). Liter-
aly, “so alsois(the) Christ.”

The Church is here called “The

Continued on page 468
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Christ” because the body takes the
name of the Head.

Our Lord is the Head of the Church
(Eph. 4:15; Coal. 1:18; Eph. 5:23).

The blow that smites the body is felt
by the head, felt there even before the
body is conscious of it. . . .

Anything which hurts a member of
Christ’ s body hurts the body, and hurts
Him who is the Head of the Body.

In persecuting the Church Paul was
persecuting the Lord Himself. Every
blow that fell upon the back of a Chris-
tian fell upon Him.

e. The folly of fighting against the
Church.

“It ishard for theeto kick against
thepricks’ (v. 5; 26:14).

The word “pricks’ is“goads.”

A farmer while plowing held along
rod in his right hand, at the end of the
rod was asharp point or goad. When the
ox kicked back to drove the goad into
itself, inflicting useless suffering. Just
astheresistance of the ox wasfutile, so
every effort to overthrow the Church of
Christ will be without avail, and will
only emphasi ze the judgment upon those
who act against it.

f. Paul’ s great question.

Paul’s first question was an inquiry
concerning the personality of the Lord.

“Who art thou Lord?”

Hissecond and great question wasan
inquiry as to the will of the Lord con-
cerning himself.

“What wilt thou have meto do?”

We are not to do at al in order to be
saved. All has been done for us.

It is law that says “do.” But grace
says, “Itisdone.”

We are saved not by workswhich we
have done or can do, but by grace,
through faith (Eph. 2:8, 9; Titus 3:5).

After we have been saved by virtue
of the Lord’'s gracious doing, then are
we called upon to do. We have been re-
deemed as Christians that we might be
apeculiar people, zea ous of good works
(Titus 2:14).

We have been created in Christ Jesus
to that end (Eph. 2:10; Titus 3:14).

AsChristianswe are called to surren-
der ourselves into the Lord’s hands as
instruments of His use.

Like Paul we are to inquire of the
Lord what He would have us to do.

Like Isaiah we are to offer ourselves
fully to His service, and say with him:

“Heream |; send me” (Isa. 6:8).

Paul’s conversionisitself afigure or
symbol of the way in which the nation
of the Jews isto be converted at last.

Paul was not converted by the preach-
ing of the Gospel, but by the personal
appearing of the Lord in glory.

Individual Jews here and there will
believe the Gospel. They constitute the

elect remnant in this age (Rom. 11:5).

They formthetruelsrael of God (Gal.
6:16).

As a nation the Jews will never be-
lievethe Gospel. They are now enemies
of the Gospel for the sake of the Gen-
tiles (Rom. 11:28). That is to say, the
Jewsnot only crucified the Lord astheir
king; not only rejected Him asrisen king
when presented by Peter and Stephen,
but rejected Him as the Son of God, as
the Saviour of men. They refused the
Gospel. The Gospel was then officially
taken from them and given to the Gen-
tiles (Acts 13:46).

Through their unbelief it hascometo
the Gentiles (Rom. 11:30).

As a nation they will be saved even
as Paul was saved—by the appearing of
our Lord in glory (Rom. 11:25; Zech.
12:10).

Paul declareshisconversionisatype
of their conversion (I Tim. 1:16).

The word “ pattern” signifies an out-
line, a sketch, a picture. Since he was
converted by the personal appearing of
the Lord in glory, and so converted in
advance of the nation, he describes that
conversion as of one born “out of due
time” (I Cor. 15:8). That is: “before the
time.”

Inthe conversion of Paul thereforewe
read the manner and way in which the
nation of the Jewswill be brought to own
the Lord both as Saviour and King.

ItiswhentheLordisrevededinHis
glory that they will take up the refrain
of Isaiah 53:3-6.

3. PAUL IN PRAYER.

a. TheLord knew the detailsof Paul’s
daily life.

He knew the street in which helived,
the house in which he dwelt, the name
of the owner of the house; He knew Paul
was engaged in prayer. To Ananias He
said:

“Behold, he prayeth.”

The Lord knows when His people
pray and when they do not. All things
are open to His gaze (Heb. 4:13; Jer.
32:17). Literdly, “ Thereisnothing hid
from thee.”

b. The Lord avouched him as a cho-
sen vessel.

He was separated unto the Gospel
(Rom. 1:1).

Literally, “set apart,” chosen, dedi-
cated to the Gospel (Gal. 1:15; Eph. 3:7,
8; Rom. 11:13; 15:15-16; Gal. 2:7-8).

c. The character of Paul’s prayer.

He prayed to the Lord. He prayed to
be delivered from his blindness. The
glory of the Lord blinded him (Acts
22:11). For three days he was without
sight (Acts 9:9).

The vision of Heaven shut out the vi-
sion of earth.

d. The Lord’'s response to Paul’s
prayer.

Hebade Ananiasto goto him, lay his
hands upon him, and he should receive
hissight (Acts 22:13; 9:17).

Paul’s attitude of prayer was a wit-
ness that the divine life and spirit were
now in him.

This attitude of prayer moved the
Lord, and such attitude moves Him still.

Today as then He notes the bended
knee and draws attention thereto, say-
ing to the surrounding hosts of
Heaven—-"Behold, heor she, prayeth.”

4. PAUL TRANSFORMED.

a. Scalesfell from his eyes.

The scales were spiritual ignorance
and unbelief (I Tim. 1:13).

b. He was filled with the Holy Ghost.

He yielded himself to the Spirit.

c. He was baptized.

By his baptism he confessed that
Jesus Christ died, was buried and rose
again, and was thus—the Son of God
(Rom. 1:4).

d. Straightway he began to preach
Christ.

He preached Him in the very syna-
gogues where he had sought to perse-
cute all who should believe. It was an
amazing providence, adivine gracethat
arrested him on the road to Damascus,
commissioned as he was by the subtility
of the Devil to destroy thefaith of Christ,
and then led him into the synagogues
which had trembled at his approach to
proclaim the unsearchable riches of
Christ. Damascuswas the end of hisca-
reer as a persecutor, and the beginning
of his career as an apostle (Acts 9:19;
26:19, 20).

Preaching Christ in the synagogues
now became his “custom” (Acts 17:1-
3).

e. Saul was transformed into Paul
(Acts 13:9).

“Saul” signifies, “sepulchre,” “ade-
stroyer.”

“Paul” means, “aworker.”

Thus was the destroyer changed into
the builder.

Thework the Lord set before him was
clear and distinct. He was to bring the
truth to the people, open their spiritu-
aly blind eyes, bring to them the know!-
edge of the forgiveness of sinsand heir-
shipinthekingdom of God through faith
inarisen Lord (Acts 26:18).

He was not disobedient to the Heav-
enly vision (Acts 26:19).

Instead of putting men to death, he
sought to present every man perfect in
Christ Jesus (Col. 1:28-29).

From henceforth he had but one
theme—-"Christ and him crucified”
(I Cor. 2:2).

From henceforth he had but one ob-
jective in life—to live for Christ (Phil.
1:21).

LESSON POINTS

1. Zeal without knowledgeisactivity
without grace.

2. Spiritual ignorance is the father of
religious persecution.

3. The Christ who was Jesus of
Nazareth on earth, is Jesus of Nazareth
in Heaven.

4. Christ isthe Head—the Church the
Body. Every blow onthe Body isablow
felt by the Head.

5. To persecute a Christian is to per-
secute Christ.

6. We are saved without doing by the
Lord, that when saved we may aways
be doing for the Lord.

7. The Lord in Heaven knows when
His people are praying on earth.

8. Spiritual ignorance and unbelief are
the Devil’ s scales on the eyes of men.

9. By the grace of God every Saul
may become a Paul—every destroyer
may become aworker.

10. Hewho is called by the Lord will
be transformed by the Lord.

(Sunday School Lesson as taught by
I. M. Haldeman April 2,1916 intheFirst
Baptist Church, New York City, N.Y.)

S SSSSSS S
The Designof Our

Continued from page 461

David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord” (Luke2:11). The Samaritanssaid
of our Lord: “Now we believe, not be-
causeof thy saying: for wehaveheard
him ourselves, and know that thisis
indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the
world” (John 4:42).

“Jesus’ isthe Greek form of the He-
brew word “Joshua’ (Acts 7:45; Heb.
4:8). Joshua had been called “Oshea’
(Num. 13:8) which means “salvation.”
M oses changed his nameto “ Jehoshua’
(Num. 13:16) which means “Jehovah
saves.” This intimated that the Messiah,
who was to bear that same name, was
Jehovah, and therefore able to save to
the uttermost.

“Joshua” wasacommon name among
the Israelites. There are two important
Joshuas in the Old Testament, and both
were types of Jesus Christ. First, there
was Joshua, the successor of Moses and
the son of Nun, who was atype of Christ
as our captain and deliverer. He was
“captain of the host of the LORD”
(Josh. 5:14). Heled I srael to conquer the
Canaanites and to enter the promised
land. Even so, Jesus |eads His people to
fight against sin and Satan and to over-
cometheworld (John 16:33; | John 5:4).
Jesus leads us into the land of everlast-
ing rest.

Second, there was Joshua the high
priest who was active in re-establishing
the civil and religious polity of Jesuson
their return from Babylon. He appears
in the Book of Zechariah in avision, in
court before God, under accusation of
Satan (Zech. 3). Joshuastands before the
Lordinfilthy garments, not for himself,
but as the representative of sinning and
suffering Israel. The Lord rebuked Sa-
tan and declaresHewould save Hischo-
sen people. In token of this God com-
mands that the accused priest be clad in

Continued on page 469
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a clean robe and crowned with the
priestly miter. Thispointsto Christ who
assumed the stained garments of our
humanity and was “made sin” (I1 Cor.
5:21) to save His people.

While other men were called saviors
(Il Kings 13:5; Neh. 9:27; Isa. 19:20;
Obad. 21) because they rescued the bod-
ies of people, Jesus Christ is a greater
Savior than any of them. These tempo-
ral deliverers saved the Jews from the
Egyptians, the Medianites, and
Canannites. This child born to Mary is
a Savior for anobler reason. He rescues
souls. Heis an eternal Deliverer. In the
text the angel distinguishes Him from
every other savior that ever lived.

Jehovah said in the Old Testament:
“l, even |, am the LORD; and beside
methereisnosavior” (Isa. 43:11). The
Father set forth Jesus as“a Prince and
a Saviour” (Acts 5:31). Paul preached
at Antioch: “ Of thisman’sseed (David)
hath God according to his promise
raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus’
(Acts13:23). Writing of thevirgin-born
Son of Mary, Paul called Him“theLord
Jesus Christ our Saviour” (Tit. 1:4;
3:6). John tellsus: “ And we have seen
and do testify that the Father sent the
Son to bethe Saviour of theworld” (I
John 4:14).

WHAT HE DOES

The text continues: “. . .for he shall
save. . .” The Revised Version has it,
“for it is he that shall save,” equiva
lent to “He, and no other, isthe expected
Savior.” Heiscalled Jesus, for He Him-
self in His own person (I John 2:2), by
virtue of what Heis (John 2:24-25) shall
save His people. John Broadus says on
this expression: “The word ‘he' is here
pretty clearly emphaticinthe Greek., he
himself, he and no other. . .” (Matthew,
p. 10).

The salvation mentioned in my text
is not national salvation. Christ did not
come to save the Jews from the Roman
yoke. The salvation in my text is not
temporal salvation, but it is a spiritual
and eternal salvation. Thissalvation was
prophesied in Isaiah 45:17: “But | srael
shall be saved in the LORD with an
everlasting salvation: ye shall not be
ashamed nor confounded wor Id with-
out end.” Of this salvation by Christ
Jacob said: “ | have waited for thy sal-
vation, O LORD” (Gen. 49:18). Hav-
ing described the covenant of redemp-
tion which concerned his son, Jesus
Christ, David exclaimed: “For thisis
all my salvation, and all my desire’
(I Sam. 23:5). The aged Simeon, hold-
ing the holy child Jesusin hisarms, de-
clared: “For mine eyes have seen thy
salvation” (Luke 2:30).

If Jesus Christ alone is the means of
salvation, then nothing else is a means

of salvation. There is no salvation in
church ordinances, or even in joining
some church. It isnot in turning over a
new leaf, or doing the best you can.
There is no salvation in walking down
the aisle of the church, or signing some
decision card. There is no salvation in
sitting on a mourner’s bench, or pray-
ing through, or speaking intongues. Sal-
vationisin the person and work of Jesus
Christ, and nothing else.

My text does not say: “He shall at-
tempt to save and fail.” Thisisthe gos-
pel of Arminianism. They say, “Jesusis
trying to save you, and you will not let
Him,” making Jesus Christ a failure.
This is unscriptural; it contradicts the
Old Testament prophecy about Christ.
Of the Savior Isaiah said: “Heshall not
fail nor be discouraged” (Isa. 42:4). |
may be afailure. You may be afailure,
but Jesus Chrigt, “themighty God” (Isa.
9:6), isnot afailure. Those who preach
that Jesus Christ is afailure are preach-
ing another gospel and another Jesus
(Gal. 1:8-9; | Cor. 16:22).

Note some of thelanguage of the New
Testament. Romans 5:10 says: “We
wer e reconciled to God by the death
of his Son.” The verse did not say that
Christ put us in a reconcilable state.
Ephesians 1:7 declares: “1n whom we
have redemption through hisblood.”
It does not read: “In whom we might be
able to obtain redemption if we pray
through.” | John 2:2 informsus. “Heis
the propitiation for our sins.” Agan
it does not read: “He could possibly be
apropitiation for our sin if we get bap-
tized.” | Peter 2:24 says. “By whose
stripesyewerehealed,” not “by whose
stripes ye were put in a position to be
healed, if you met certain conditions.” |
do not preach a Christ who triesto save
and isunableto do so. | preach a Christ
who actually savesHis peoplefrom their
sins. | have a better Gospel to preach
than some.

The personal name “Jesus’ comes
before the officia title “Christ.” The
purpose of Hismission into theworldis
to save. He does not help save or half
save. He saves His people from their
sins. He cannot teach us or rule over us
until Hehas saved us. Theglory of Christ
is that He does not try to save people
fromtheir sins; Hereally and truly does
what He cameto do. “ Thisisafaithful
saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesuscameinto theworld
to save sinners; of whom | am chief”
(I Tim. 1:15).

WHOM HE SAVES

My text set forth the people Christ
cameto save: “. . .for heshall save his
people. ..” “His people” cannot mean
all mankind, for many unbelievers die
in their sins and perish. Our Lord de-
clared: “Hethat believeth not shall be
damned” (Mark 16:16). John 3:36 in-
forms us: “He that believeth not the
Son shall not seelife; but thewrath of

God abideth on him.” Nor can it mean
al Israglitesare spiritually and eternally
saved. John 1:11 tells us: “He came
unto his own, and his own received
him not.” In Romans 9:6 Paul wrote:
“For they arenot all Israel, which are
of Israel.”

“Hispeople’” must mean al the elect
of God, whether Jews or Gentiles (I Pet.
2:9-10; Rom. 9:25-26, 30). The
Septuagint tranglation of Ecclesiasticus
46:1 reads: “Jesus the son of Nave. .
.who according to his name was made
great for the saving of the elect of God.
..” The elect are here called Christ’s
people because they were a love-gift
from His Father in the Covenant of Re-
demption. In John 6:39 the Savior said:
“And this is the Father’s will which
hath sent me, that of all which hehath
given me | should lose nothing, but
should raiseit up again at thelast day”
(John 6:39). Againin John 17:2 He de-
clared: “ Asthou hast given him power
over all flesh, that heshould giveeter-
nal lifeto as many asthou hast given
him.” In John 17:9 Christ said: “1 pray
for them: | pray not for theworld, but
for them which thou hast given me;
for they are thine.” Hear Him again:
“Holy Father, keep through thineown
namethosewhom thou hast given me”
(John 17:11). Still again: “ Those that
thou gavest me | have kept” (John
17:12). Yet still again in John 17:24:
“Father, | will that they also, whom
thou hast given me, bewith mewhere
I am.”

“Hispeople’ aredso describedinthe
Scriptures as those who will believe on
Christ, or cometo Christ. “ All that the
Father giveth me shall come to me”
(John 6:37). They arethose who believe
the gospel: “Neither pray | for these
alone, but for them also which shall
believe on me through their word”
(John 17:20). Reprobates are those who
reject the Christ of the gospel, for the
sheep shall be called by the gospel:
“And with all deceivableness of un-
righteousness in them that perish;
because they received not the love of
the truth, that they might be saved.
And for this cause God shall send
them strong delusion, that they should
believe a lie: That they all might be
damned who believed not the truth,
but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
But wearebound to givethanksalway
to God for you, brethren beloved of
the Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit
and belief of thetruth: Whereunto he
called you by our gospel, to the ob-
taining of theglory of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (Il Thess. 2:10-14). Those not
His people “believed not the truth”
while those chosen to salvation were
brought to “belief of the truth” and
were called by the gospel (cf. Il Thess.
1:7-9).

In the Bible many blessings and ben-
efits are conferred on “His people.”
They are the recipients of everlasting
peace: “For he will speak peace unto
his people” (Ps. 85:8). They receive
Divine strength and power: “The God
of Israel ishethat giveth strength and
power unto his people” (Ps. 68:35).
They will never cease to be His people:
“For the LORD will not cast off his
people” (Ps.94:14).“ God hath not cast
away his people which he foreknew”
(Rom. 11:2). All of them actually re-
ceive the benefits of His redemption:
“He hath sent redemption unto his
people’ (Ps. 111:9). The Lord has plea-
sure in them: “For the LORD taketh
pleasure in his people” (Ps. 149:4).
Thisiswhy He comfortsthem: “ For the
LORD hath comforted his people”
(Isa. 49:13). The evidence that they are
His people is that they always hope in
Him: “But the LORD will bethe hope
of hispeople” (Joel 3:16).

It can be seen from the last part of
my text that “His people” are those who
areactually saved fromtheir sins. Christ
came to save His people, not “in their
sins,” but “from their sins.” The Sav-
ior did not give them alicensee to sin,
but liberty from sin. Christ redeems
them “From all iniquity” (Tit. 2:14).
The elect are known when they leave
their sins and give themselves up to
Christ to be “His people.” He who
cleaves to his sins is a deceived repro-
bate and would never be happy in
Heaven.

HOW HE SAVES

As | aready stated, He saves His
people “from their sins.” Jesus Christ
savesfrom original and actual sin, from
secret and open sins, from sinsof thelip
and life, from sins of omission and com-
mission. He savesfrom all that is called
sin and its consequences.

First, Jesus Christ, the Mighty Sav-
ior, saves from the penalty of sin by
washing usin Hisatoning blood: “ Unto
him that loved us, and washed usfrom
our sinsin hisown blood” (Rev. 1:5).

Second, He saves us from the plea-
sure of sin by making us* partaker s of
the divine nature” (Il Pet. 1:4). A life
of sinisincompatible with this new na-
ture (1 John 3:1-9).

Third, He saves from the power of
reigning sin: “For the love of Christ
constraineth us: because we thus
judge, that if one died for all, then
were all dead: And that he died for
all, that they which live should not
henceforth live unto themselves, but
unto him which died for them, and
roseagain” (Il Cor. 5:14-15).

Fourth, Hewill save usfromthe pres-
ence of sin when He takes us out of this
world: “ So Christ was once offered to
bear the sinsof many; and unto them
that look for him shall he appear the
second time without sin unto salva-

Continued on page 472
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Does the Bible speak of an age of accountability? If so, where?

Garner Smith
113 Keith Drive
Clarksville, TN 37043

Pastor
Faith Baptist Church
2590 Madison Ext.
Clarksville, TN 37043

I know of no scripture that speaks of
a specific age where a person becomes
accountable to God. We as human be-
ings, created by God, areall responsible
to God. | believe one becomes account-
able to God when they are presented
with the truth and are able to grasp they
are responsible for their thoughts and
actions. | do not believe that all infants,
imbeciles, and all those unable to think
normally from birth are in the plan of
God and are part of the elect of God that
Christ died for. | will not take the time
here to explain what | believe the scrip-
tures teach concerning the eternal wel-
fare of such people, but simply state that
nowhere doesthe scriptures speak of the
damnation of infantsand such. Quitethe
contrary, the Bible does speak of the
salvation of infantsin Il Samuel 12:23.
The accountability of any individual
is entirely in the plan and purpose of
God. This does not at al lessen our re-
sponsihility to teach our children about
the Lord. The Lord commands that we
raise our children in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4).
GARNER SMITH

Tom Ross
6339 County Rd. 15
South Point, OH 45680

e Pastor

Mount Pleasant

Baptist Church
6939 County Rd. 15
Chesapeake, OH 45619

No, the Bible does not speak of acer-
tain age of accountability. Many people
believethat at a certain age (usually be-
tween 8 and 12) young people become
accountable for their sins, and thus li-
ablefor sins penalty from that point for-
ward. However, the Bible teaches that
all men are born with a sinful nature
(Psa. 51:5; Rom. 5:12) and thus subject
to sin’s wage which is death (Rom.
6:21). From birth until death all men are
accountable to God and are in need of
the imputed righteousness of Jesus

Christ regardless of their age. All men
everywhere are commanded to repent of
their sins (Acts 17:30-31) and believe
ontheLord Jesus Christ (I John 5:9-12).
| havethreechildren, ages 13, 11, and
9. My wifeand | have taught them from
birth that they are sinners in need of a
Savior. We have tried to be faithful in
pointing them to the Lord Jesus and
praying for God to save them by His
sovereign grace. | believe that they are
fully accountableto God and responsible
to repent and believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ.
TOM ROSS

David O'Neal
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107

Pastor
Grace Missionary
Baptist Church
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107

aid

“For as many as have sinned with-
out law shall also perish without law:
and asmany ashavesinned in thelaw
shall be judged by the law; (For not
the hearers of thelaw arejust before
God, but the doer s of thelaw shall be
justified. For when the Gentiles, which
have not the law, do by nature the
thingscontained in thelaw, these, hav-
ing not the law, are a law unto them-
selves: Which shew the work of the
law written in their hearts, their con-
sciencealso bearing withess, and their
thoughtsthe mean which accusing or
else excusing one another)” (Rom.
2:12-15).

When God commanded the children
of Israel to go into the land of the
Amorites and possess it, they first sent
men to search it out. These men returned
with fruit from the land and told of the
greatness of the people and that the sons
of the Anakimswerethere. Thechildren
of Israel became afraid and rebelled
against the Lord. They did not believe
that God would deliver the Amoritesinto
their hands. Because of their sin, the
Lord turned them and made them jour-
ney into the wilderness (Deut. 1:19-40).
Hesaid, “. . .thereshall not oneof these
men of this evil generation see that
good land. . .”; but in verse 39, the
promise was made to the children. “. .
.Moreover your little ones, which ye
said should be a prey, and your chil-
dren, which in that day had no knowl-
edge between good and evil, they shall

Mantachie, Mississippi 38855
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gointhither, and untothem will | give
it, and they shall possessit.” The chil-
dren which had no knowledge between
good and evil were not charged with the
sins committed by Israel.

In Romans 2:12-15, it appears that
man is responsible as far as to what
knowledge he has. Infants who die and
those who are born as an imbecile will
be saved, for they possess no knowledge
between good and evil. Jesus speaking
to some of the Pharisees said, “If ye
wer eblind, yeshould haveno sin: but
now yesay, Wesee; thereforeyour sin
remaineth” (John 9:41). The Lord was
not saying that if these were spiritually
blind they would haveno sin. If that were
true, al lost men would be without sin.
They had confessed that they could seeg;
therefore, they were not blind. He was
referring to mental blindness, and these
by their own confession could see. They
possessed knowledge between good and
evil.

Infants and imbeciles are mentally
blind. They arethe children of Adam and
are born with a fallen nature, but they
do not possess knowledge between good
and evil and are not responsiblefor their
conduct. In Psalm 106:38 one of thesins
of Israel wasthat they had “. . .shed in-
nocent blood, even the blood of their
sonsand of their daughters...” Some
of the definitions given by Strong for the
Hebrew word translated “innocent” are,
“free from guilt, clean, innocent, free
from punishment, free or exempt from
obligations.”

If we believe that infants who die go
to Heaven, then there must be a time
when they become accountable. Every
child is different and does not develop
inthe sameway or at the same agelevel.
I know of no Scripturethat gives an age
of accountability, but | believe there is
sufficient Scriptures to prove that when
each child developstill they understand
between good and evil, they become
accountable.

DAVID O'NEAL

JimmieB. Davis
309 Carroll Road
Fulton, MS 38843

Pastor
Sovereign Grace
Baptist Church
100 James Street
Fulton, MS 38843
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Nearly forty years ago a distant rela-
tive called me about something he be-

lieved could be found in the Bible. He
assured me that he had read the expres-
sion “Once a man, and twice a child”,
and that he was almost certain it wasin
the Scriptures. When | told him that |
knew whereit wasfound, hesaid, rather
enthusiastically, “ | knew if anyone could
tell me, you could.” | then told him the
expression he had in mind could be
found in the second chapter of the book
of imagination. He hesitated for a few
secondsand replied, “You’'retelling me
that it is not found in the Bible, and |
stand corrected.”

The word “accountability” does not
appear in our KJV of the Bible, and one
would thus search in vain for its con-
nection with theword “age.” Most of us
have heard preachers refer to an age of
accountability, but | haveyet to hear one
of them tell us where it can be found. |
have heard several preachers try to
stretch other verses of Scripture in an
attempt to teach this doctrine, but never
have | heard oneread or quote oneverse
which speaks of a so-called age of ac-
countability. In my opinion the age of
accountability was invented to get
around the doctrine of the total deprav-
ity of man. This teaching, in my opin-
ion, belongsin the same category asthe
expression, “Once a man, and twice a
child.”

A Roman Catholic Senator madethis
statement on TV recently, “ The Catho-
lic Church believes in original sin and
that baptism removesit.” Asthe Catho-
lic Church seeks the removal of origi-
nal sin from infants through baptism,
those who teach an age of accountabil-
ity seek to subvert the doctrine of Total
Depravity, inan outright denial of origi-
nal sin, saying that children do not sin,
or inteaching that if they do sinthey are
not accountable until they reach some
mythical age of accountability. | heard
apreacher severa years ago who taught
that the wayward (prodigal) sonin Luke
15 represents one who is saved until
reaching the age of accountability and
then chooseto go away from God and is
lost. | thought at the time that this
unscriptural interpretation was the most
outlandish stretching of the Scriptures
that | had ever heard.

Psalm 51:5; 58:3; Romans 5:12-21
clearly reveal that the sin of Adam was
passed on to al his posterity. We who
believe that children who die in infancy
are saved do not base thisbelief on their
being free of sin, or that they are not
accountable, but that they wereincluded
in the atonement for sin made by Jesus
Christ. We believe that the substitution-
ary death of Christ is the only way for
children or adults to be saved.

JMMIE B. DAVIS
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Isit scriptural for a women to vote in the church business meeting?

Garner Smith
113 Keith Drive
Clarksville, TN 37043

Pastor
Faith Baptist Church
2590 Madison Ext.
Clarksville, TN 37043

| know thereisgreat controversy con-
cerning thewomen'’ splacein the church,
particularly this question.

Thescriptureshave agreat deal to say
about the woman's place in the home
and the church. Titus 2:3-5, | Peter 3:1-
6, and Colossians 3:18 inform us about
women in the home. In | Corinthians
11:3-10; 14:34, Ephesians 5:22-23, |
Timothy 2:9-15, and Titus 2:3-5wefind
how women are to dress and act in the
assembly. In | Timothy 3:11 we are
given the biblical demeanor of pastor’s
and deacon’ swives.

In| Corinthians 14:34 we aretold that
women are to remain silent and along
with | Timothy 2:9-15 to be in subjec-
tionto the men, and they are not allowed
to teach men in the assembly. There is
no question that the woman isto always
be in subjection to her husband and the
male leadership of the church as to the
Lord swork.

| personally do not find any scriptures
that forbid women to vote if the church
approves of it. They are not to usurp
authority over the men but concur with
them.

The scriptures teach that the author-
ity to carry on the Lord’swork today is
in His church; therefore, it would seem
reasonable to me that each member of
that body is to be led by its Head, the
Lord Jesus Christ in the person of the
Holy Spirit, and has aright to their own
convictions. | do not believe that a hus-
band and wife who are members of the
same church could be led of the Spirit
tovotedifferently. Thiswould be usurp-
ing authority over the man, but we must
keep in mind that sometimes men are
wrong, and, therefore, each husband and
wife must be responsible for their own
actions.

The apostle Paul speaks to the Ro-
mansin 14:1 about receiving othersinto
their fellowship, and he placesno restric-
tions on the woman in acting upon re-
ceiving others into the fellowship.

If we as Baptistsbelievein the priest-
hood of the believer, and a congrega-
tional form of government in our

churches, we have no choice but to let
each member vote. Many dedicated
Baptist women do not have a dedicated
Christian husband to guide them and
encourage them in the church. If we
refusetolet them beinvolved as amem-
ber in the functions of the church, then
we make them less than a member.
GARNER SMITH

Tom Ross
6339 County Rd. 15
T South Point, OH 45680
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Asfar as| cantell there are no prohi-
bitionsin the Bible stating that awoman
is forbidden to vote in a business meet-
ing. Women are commanded not to
speak intheassembly (1 Cor. 14:34-35),
but | have never found a verse that for-
bids them from the privilege of voting
in abusiness meeting. Acts 1:14-15 de-
clares: “ These all continued with one
accord in prayer and supplication,
with thewomen, and Mary themother
of Jesus, and with his brethren. And
in those days Peter stood up in the
midst of the disciples, and said, (the
number of namestogether wer e about
an hundred and twenty).” | fully be-
lieve that the women present at the busi-
ness meeting to appoint two mento take
the place of Judas participated by cast-
ing their votes for the appointees (Acts
1:22-26).

Il Corinthians 2:6 states: “ Sufficient
to such a man is this punishment,
which was inflicted of many.” When
the church at Corinth voted to exercise
discipline on this man (I Cor. 5:4-5) in
all probability women were included in
the many who voted for the execution
of disciplinary action.

Pastor
Mount Pleasant
Baptist Church
6939 County Rd. 15
Chesapeake, OH 45619

TOM ROSS

David O'Neal
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107

Pastor
Grace Missionary
Baptist Church
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107
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I can find no Scriptural reason that
would prevent anyone who isamember
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in good standing of a Baptist church
from voting in its business meeting.
There is a Divine order of headship in
which God has ordained that man isthe
head of the woman. Because of this, the
women are hot to speak in the church (|
Cor. 14:34-35) but, | do not seethat this
would prevent them from voting in its
business meeting. The business meeting
of a Baptist church and each decision
that is made in that meeting is impor-
tant to each member.

| have heard of churches that, for
some reason or another, have refused to
let amember take part in the services of
the church. | do not believe that a Bap-
tist Church can have second class mem-
bers. Each and every member working
together make up the body. “ For asthe
body isone, and hath many members,
and all themember sof that one body,
being many, are one body: so also is
Christ. For by one Spirit are we all
baptized into one body, whether we
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bond or free; and have been all made
todrink into one Spirit. For the body
isnot one member, but many” (I Cor.
12:12-14). If awoman isqualified to be
a member of the church, sheis just as
much a part of the body as any male
member.

In Acts chapter one, we see the
apostles gathered together with the
church and this included the women
(verse 14). They proceeded to fulfill the
Scripturesby choosing areplacement for
Judas. Inversetwenty six, “. . .they gave
forth their lots...” Thereisno indica-
tion that the women were not a part of
this vote.

In I Corinthians 5:1-5 Paul com-
manded the church to discipline a man
that was guilty of fornication. In Il
Corinthians 2:6 Paul said, “ Sufficient
to such a man is this punishment,
which was inflicted of many.” The
wordthat istrandated “many” isdefined
by Strong as “greater in quantity.” Paul
said that the punishment was inflicted
by the majority. If we exclude the
women from taking part in the vote of
the church, it would be very difficult to
have amajority vote. In many churches,
the women make up the majority.

DAVID O'NEAL

JimmieB. Davis
309 Carroll Road
Fulton, MS 38843

Pastor
Sovereign Grace
Baptist Church
100 James Street
Fulton, MS 38843
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If it iswrong for awoman to votein
business meetings conducted by a
church we can be assured it would be
clearly spelled out in the Word of God.
| read where women are forbidden to
offer public prayer (I Tim. 2:8). Schol-
arstell usthat the Greek word for “ men”
istheword (aner) that distinguishesmen
from women and children. | read where
women are forbidden to speak in the
public assemblies of the church (I Cor.
14:34,35). | Timothy 2:12 says, “1 suf-
fer not a woman to teach.” | believe
this means that a woman cannot teach
in an assembly made up of men, women,
and children combined. T. P. Smmons
writes: “There is nothing, absolutely
nothing, in the Scripture against women
teaching Bible classes composed wholly
of women or children, so asthey doitin
subjection to the church, the pastor, and
their own husbands. Those who would
forbid women to teach women and chil-
dren are simply adding to the Word of
God (A Systematic Study of Bible Doc-
trine - page 423).

Even though we find that women are
forbidden to do the abovethings, aswell
as others we could mention, honesty
would compel usto say that thereis not
a single Scripture which mentions
women voting or casting lots. If the ar-
gument is advanced that women are to
be silent in the assembly and this for-
bidsthem theright to vote, | would sim-
ply point out that a woman can raise a
hand or fill out aballot and never speak.
If Baptiststruly believe that the major-
ity rules in our churches, then | would
find it to be most inconsistent to deny a
vote to a great percentage of the mem-
bership.

If a pastor can give Scriptural proof
that it is wrong for women to have the
right to vote, then by all means they
should do so, but they should not expect
people to follow tradition or custom, or
their personal preference in the matter.
Some preachers who oppose women
voting in a business meeting of the
church have been known to employ their
votewhen it isconvenient to pass some-
thing that serves their purpose. This
would not only be dishonest, it would
be hypocrisy.

JMMIE B. DAVIS
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tion” (Heb. 9:28).

Fifth, He shall save His people from
the problem of sin when He givesthem
a glorified body: “. . .we look for the
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who
shall changeour vilebody, that it may
be fashioned like unto his glorious
body. . .” (Phil. 3:20-21).

SIN OUR WORST ENEMY

To judge the worth of the remedy, it
is necessary to know the malignity of
the disease. If sin is our worst enemy,
then Hewho savesusfromitisour best
Friend. Let us view the evil of sin from
four standpoints. This will help us to
appreciate our great God and Savior
more.

First, look at sin with regard to God,
for against Himitiscommitted. In Psalm
51:4 David said: “Against thee, thee
only, havel sinned, and donethisevil
inthy sight...” Every sinisastrikeat a
sovereign God. It isenmity against God,;
itisrebellion against His moral govern-
ment in the world. God has never pur-
posed athing which sin has not resisted,
nor given acommandment which sin has
not trampled under foot. “ The foolish
shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest
all workersof iniquity” (Ps. 5:5).

Second, behold sin from itsnamesin
theBible. Itisalack of faith; itistrans-
gression of God' s holy law; itisfoolish
thoughts and foolish deeds. It is miss-
ing themark; itisdisobedience; itistrea
son; it isawork of the Devil. Sinis a
terriblething! Itisignorance; itismoral
and spiritual madness. Sinis blindness;
it is sickness; it is poison; it is slavery.
It is an incurable plague of the human
heart. Sin is death and Hell. The Judge
of al the earth, who perfectly under-
stands sin has given us these dreadful
representations of it in holy Scripture.
Truly sinisthe foundation of al evil.

Third, consider what sin has done to
man. It has stripped him of his glory,
and it has taken the crown of dominion
from his head. It has defaced the moral
image of Godinhissoul. It has banished
him from God'’ s presence. Sin has con-
fused his mind, seared his conscience,
wrecked his passions, distorted his
imaginations, defiled his soul, and mur-
dered his spirit. Once his body was im-
mortal; now it suffers from disease and
danger. Man that is born of woman is of
few dayswhich are full of trouble. Man
comes forth into a world of thorns and
thistlesto pierce himself “through with
many sorrows’ (I Tim. 6:10). Every
comfort has its cross, and every bless-
ing its burden.

Fourth, study how our Savior had to
suffer and die to remove sin from His
people. When man broke the law the
curse of the law entered. The sinner be-
came liable for punishment because he

had become guilty before God. He had
sinned and therefore he must suffer for
his sin. The Savior became the Surety
and Substitute for His people. He stood
in our place and became answerable for
our sins. “ Christ hath redeemed from
the curse of the law, being made a
cursefor us: for it iswritten, Cursed
is every one that hangeth on a tree”
(Gdl. 3:13). All thesinsof the elect were
laid on Christ (Isa. 53:6) by way of ex-
piation. John the Baptist said: “ Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away
thesin of theworld” (John 1:29). Thank
God that Jesus“ appear ed to put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (Heb.
9:26). “And not only so, but we also
joy in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom we have now re-
ceived the atonement” (Rom. 5:11).
CONCLUSION

1. Jesus Christisnot afailure. Helaid
down Hislifein the place of His sheep.
When He suffered and died He “justi-
fied many” (Isa. 53:11). “Whoshall lay
any thingtothechargeof God’select?
ItisGod that justifieth. Whoishethat
condemneth? It is Christ that died,
yearather, that isrisen again, whois
even at the right hand of God, who
also maketh inter cession for us’ (Rom.
8:33-34).

2. Jesus Christ did not come to save
the Jews from the Roman yoke. He did
not suffer and die to save His people
from poverty or low self-esteem. Hedid
not save His people from suffering and
sorrow in this present evil world. His
name was Jesus, and he came to save
His people from their sins.

3. If Jesusis a Savior from sin, how
awfully deceived are those who hope to
be saved in their sinsl Some expect to
go to Heaven when they die no matter
how unholy they live. Y et the Bible says:
“Follow peace with all men, and holi-
ness, without which no man shall see
the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). We have no
evidence we are His people unless we
are saved from the power of reigning sin.
A mere profession of being one of His
people is not enough to get you to
Heaven. Paul said: “ They profess that
they know God; but in works they
deny him, being abominable, and dis-
obedient, and unto every good work
reprobate’ (Tit. 1:16).

4. Are you ready to get rid of your
pride, pomp, and pleasure? The number
of your transgressions do not keep you
from coming to Christ. Remember, He
isa Savior from sin. Though you arein
the bondage of corruption, the Savior
can makeyou freeindeed. | do not mean
freefrom all service and obedience, but
you can then be free to serve a new
Master whose yoke is easy and whaose
burden islight.

W R

By Edgar C. Carlide

No Strong Leaders for Dangerous Times

Y ukon, Okalahoma

TheUnited Sates. Asl writethis, Ken-
neth Starr has delivered to Congress the
results of his four years of investigating
Presdent Clinton. The President’s influ-
ence in Washington D.C. israpidly erod-
ing. Not only is he a crippled leader at
home, but the same is true overseas. The
British and European presses have been
exposing Clinton for years, while our me-
dia haskept the lid down on hissins. Our
president doesnot carry the clout overseas
that he needs.

If Clinton is forced out of office, Al
Gore is aso under fire over the China
money. If heis proven guilty of violating
the law he too could be pushed out. Mr.
Goreislike Clinton, aone world govern-
ment socialist, with intentions to put
America under the U.N. world govern-
ment. If heisknocked out of office, where
dowe haveatrue-blooded, pro-American,
morally sound, and wiseleader to stepinto
the gap? Newt Ginrich? He too has been
caught with hishandsin the cookiejar. At
atime when theworld isnow diding into
a dangerous era we appear to have no
Ronald Reagan in the wings.

Weak leadership in Washington can
and will produce trouble for America in
the troublesome daysthat are ahead. This
tells me that we are on the brink of going
down and yielding to the soon coming
antichrist.

Europe. The Europeansareinanintense
squabble over whether they should have
only one kind of currency for al of their
nations. Even if they push this through,
observers are expecting the European
Union to eventually split, and fall apart.

Thisisbiblically prophetic. The Euro-
pean Union isthe seventh head of Revela-
tion 17:10. It came out of the sixth head,
the old Roman Empire. This seventh ma-
jor world power will not last long; it will
crumble (Rev. 17:10). It will have no
strong leadership to hold it together. This
will enable it to fall apart so that the
antichrist/the little horn of Daniel 7:8 can
step in and take control. However, as of
now there is no powerful leader to guide
Europe through the perilous days that lie
ahead.

Russia. As | write this, even though
Yetsinisinleadership, heisso weakened
in Russia that he can’t control the Com-
munists in his national legidature. As |
have written to you before, his days are
limited.

Meanwhile the Russian stock market
is down 95% and their national currency,
the ruble, is plunging downward. Prices
are skyrocketing. Their leadersare saying
that they are on the verge of a national
economic collapse, and Y eltsin can’'t stop
the dide.

The West watches Russiawith an atti-
tude of extreme caution. And they should.

General Zuganoy, Genera Lebed, thewild
lawyer Zhironovsky, and severa other
aspiring dictatorsarechomping at their bits
totake control of Russia. Oneof themwill
be the Gog of Ezekiel 38:1, 2. And that's
when theworld will bein serioustrouble.

Meanwhile weak Yeltsin is wobbling
at thetop of an explosive situation. Weak
leadershipis paving theway in Russiafor
aGog to step into power and plunge Rus-
dainto the Midesst.

Japan. The situationin Japan isno bet-
ter. That little wealthy idand nation also
has no strong leadership. They change
leaders like we played musical chairs.
They are aso plunging down economi-
caly and they have no man who can step
forward with thefinancial wisdom to lead
them out. Thisleaves Japan vulnerable to
risng Red China.

Thisstuationisextremely important to
us because Japan isamajor support under
our debt laden economy. If they pull their
money out of herefor their own needswe
will seefinancidly tumultuous daysahead.
Meanwhile, there is no strong financial
wizard to guide the Japanese economic
ship over their waterfalls of money
troubles.

The Orient. Up and down the Pacific
Shelf, from Japaninthenorthto Austraia
in the south, there are no powerful lead-
ers, except intwo cases. OnecaseisNorth
Korea and the other is Red China. Both
have Communist dictators. In all of those
nations they are experiencing not only
stock market crashes, but in most cases a
severe economic depression with no one
to lead them out.

South America. The South American
countries are experiencing severe stock
market slides and souring economics.
Againthereareno strong leadersto handle
their financial crigs.

Africa. Other than causing trouble for
some white nations and fighting among
themsalves, the African countries are not
affecting globa affairs in a mgor way.
Other than Khaddifi in Lybia, North Af-
rica and Mandellain South Africa, there
are no strong leaders of renown.

The Mideast. Here we find a different
picture. There are more strong, solid lead-
ersin Mideast than in any other influen-
tial areaof theworld. Most of theMudlim
world has solid, firm leaders. Israel has a
strong leader in Netanyahu.

The Dangers In Weak Leadership. As
the world is moving into serious trouble-
some events weak leaders will not have
the wisdom to wisely lead their nations
through major crises. This sets the stage
for blunders, confusion, no strong policy
and ultimately financia disaster and war.
That is exactly where this generation is

moving. VVVVV
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By G. Russell Evans

Character and Morality Up for Grabs in D. C.

Norfolk, Virginia

Funnybone

"...Atimetolaugh..."

(Eccl. 3:4).

Every now and then, Larry King, the
great pretender of neutrality, slipsusan
outrageous panel of guests on his TV
show to pontificate on the issue of the
day.

On July 28th, the topic was the | atest
muck on President Clinton—the sub-
poena—but panelists, stacked 5to 1 pro-
Clinton, had no problem with that dis-
grace, quickly dismissing character and
morality as of no real consequence to
his job—only the economy, the budget
and prosperity mattered. That is, greed
is the creed!

THE PANELISTS

Only Mary Bono, R-Calif., stood her
ground to defend our national character
and honor. She boldly took on the panel
liberals and Larry.

Lt. Gov. Kathleen Kennedy
Townsend, D-Md., up for reelection,
praised Clinton’s glorious deeds and
pledged undying support forever.

Former Gov. Ann Richards, D-Tex.,
famous for her “silver foot in mouth”
smear of Pres. Bush, was ecstatic in
praise for her hero, Bill Clinton, and
sparkling with self-importance.

Then, ex-TV hostess of “Crossfire,”
Geraldine Ferraro, D-N.Y ., she of the
whining voice, praised Bill and Hillary
to the skies and beyond, taking over the
show at times.

Fourth for Clinton, we'd say, was
Gov. Christine Todd Whitman, R-N.Y .,
reluctant to criticize the Clintons and
near-apologetic about her pro-abortion
stand and Republicansin general. A sad
act!

And fifth, there was Larry himself,
always the suave host but never one to
suffer criticism of pet guests, unable to
hide his pro-Clinton bias.

KNOWN BY OUR COMPANY

It is a truism that we are known by
the company we keep. As for character
and honesty, belittled by the King panel,
let's look at a few Clinton associates
whose record of corruption and abuse
has become legend. Doesn’'t America
deserve better?

* Webster Hubbell—Resigned indis-
grace as Deputy Attorney General for
stealing from clientsin Rose Law Firm
and served prison time. Orchestrated fir-
ing of al U.S. Attorneysfor replacement
with Clinton-friendly lawyers. Also
jailed for tax evasion and mail fraud.

* Janet Reno—Attorney General, the
president’s lawyer, head of the most
politicized Justice Dept. in history, stall-
ing and stonewalling in appointing spe-
cial prosecutors clearly needed for
Clinton misdeeds.

* The late Ron Brown—At time of
death in aplane crash, Brown, as Com-
merce Secretary, was under investiga-

tion for an aleged $700,000 bribe to
open up trade with Vietnam, selling
seats at $50,000 on government trade
missions, lying to Congress and other
shady doings.

* Mike Espy—Agriculture Secretary,
resigned when investigated for freetrips
and gifts from companies regulated by
hisdepartment. Onewas Tyson’ sFoods,
great pal and contributor to the Clintons.

* Henry Cisneros—Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, re-
signed when under FBI investigation for
mi sstatements about womanizing.

* Joycelyn Elders—Surgeon Gen-
eral, famous for irrational and unpopu-
lar policies: condom distribution, teach-
ing masturbation, the contraceptive
Norplant for prostitutes, telling pro-
lifers“Get over your love affair with the
fetus.” Resigned and returned to Arkan-
sas.

* Bernard Nussbaum—Slick Clinton
lawyer, forced to resign for apparent
lying about ransacking Vince Foster's
office after thelatter’ sdeath, aclear case
of obstructing justice.

* Maggie Williams—Hillary’ s chief
of staff, illegally took Whitewater files
from Foster’ s office to hide themin the
Clinton living quarters. Under investi-
gation for possible lying about this.

There are many other characters:
David Watkins for aiding Hillary in
Travel Officefirings; IraMagaziner for
hiding illegalities in Hillary’s health
care hearings, Craig Livingstone super-
visedillegal acquisition of 900 FBI files;
Lloyd Bentsen resigned to avoid inves-
tigation about illegal briefings of
Clintons by Treasury officials; Hazel
O'Leary investigated for ultra-extrava-
gant air trips and general sguandering
taxpayers money as Secretary of En-
ergy, area prima donna. Some of the
others: James McDougal, Susan
McDougal, David Hale, Jim Guy
Tucker, John Huang, Vincent Foster,
Harry Thomason, Henry Foster, Donna
Shaala, Lani Guinier, William Kennedy
and Susan Thomases—all of whom
have unsavory nichesin the Clinton hi-
erarchy!

In the face of all this, President
Clinton told the world on CNN News
on Aug. 25, 1996: “No one ever, even
my roughest enemy, my strongest op-
ponents, never suggested that there was
ahint of scandal inmy Administration.”

(Capt. Evansisauthor of Death Knell
of the Panama Canal? available for a
$7.00 donation to the National Security
Center, 3554 Chain Bridge Road, #301,
Fairfax, VA 22030.)
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The material to follow was given to
me by a Kentuckian some days ago. It
will not offend Kentuckians because they,
like Mississippians, enjoy good humor.

KENTUCKY MOM TO
KENTUCKY SON
Dear Son:

I’m writing this slow cause | know
you can't read fast. We don’t live where
we did when you left. Your Dad read in
the paper where most accidents happen
within twenty miles of home so we
moved. | won’'t be able to send you the
address asthe last Kentucky family that
lived here took the numbers with them
for their next house, so they wouldn't
have to change their address. This place
has a washing machine. The first day |
put four shirtsinit, pulled the chain and
haven't seen’em since. It only rained
twicethisweek, three daysthefirst time
and four days the second time. The coat
you wanted me to send you, your Aunt
Sue said it would be alittle too heavy to
send in the mail with them heavy but-
tons, so we cut them off and put themin

the pockets. We got a bill from the fu-
neral home, said if we didn’t make the
last payment on Grandma’ s funeral, up
she comes. About your father, he has a
lovely new job. He has over 500 men
under him. He' scutting grass at the cem-
etery. About your sister, she had a baby
this morning. | haven’'t found out
whether it is aboy or agirl, so | don't
know if you are an Aunt or an Uncle.
Y our Uncle John fell inthe whiskey vat.
Some men tried to pull him out, but he
fought them off playfully so he drowned.
We cremated him, he burned for three
days. Three of your friends went off the
bridge in apickup. Onewasdriving, the
other two were in the back. The driver
got out. Herolled the window down and
swam to safety. The other two drowned.
They couldn’t get the tailgate down. Not
much more newsthistime, nothin’ much
happened. Write more often.
Love,
Mom

P.S. Was going to send some money,
but the envel ope was seal ed.
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Readers of the BBB are urged to submit rellgl ous newsitemswhich they may read in the|r Iocal
paper or some other publication. In sending these please give the name of the publication aswell as
the date it was printed. We will not be able to print all which are submitted, but we welcome any
item you may feel we should read. Send them to The Berea Baptist Banner, PO Box 39, Mantachie,

MS 38855-0039.
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PRESIDENT CLINTON ASKS
FORGIVENESS FROM HOME
CHURCH INLITTLE ROCK

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (EP)—President
Clinton, caught in a sex scandal that threat-
ens his presidency, has written to his home
church, asking for forgiveness.

Rex Horne, pastor of Immanuel Baptist
Church in Little Rock, read Clinton’s two-
page |etter aloud during the Oct. 18 service.

In the letter, Clinton “expressed repen-
tance for his actions, sadness for the conse-
guence of his sin on his family, friends and
church family, and asked forgiveness from
Immanuel.” Horne said. Horne did not re-
lease the text of the letter, but he told Ar-
kansas Baptist magazine that the letter “was
the right thing for the President to do.”

Some Baptists have pressured the church
to criticize or discipline Clinton, but Horne
has stood by the President. He said most
members of the church were open to
Clinton’ s request for forgiveness.

“He that covereth his sins shall not
prosper: but whoso confesseth and
forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Prov.
28:13).

kkhkkkkk

GLEANINGSHERE AND THERE

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (EP)—Arkansas
Baptists say that outsiders should stop call-
ing on President Clinton’s church to disci-
plinehim. “Inresponseto the calls of South-
ern Baptists upon Immanuel Baptist Church
of LittleRock to ‘discipline’ oneof her own,
we support our sister congregation and her
pastor, Rex Horne, in allowing them to con-
duct their ministry as they see fit under the
direction of God’ sHoly Spirit,” saysareso-
[ution issued Sept. 15 by an Arkansas Bap-
tist association. The resolution was issued
after R. Albert Mohler, Jr., president of
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
called for Clinton’s home church to take
action regarding Clinton’s marital infidel-
ity.

*kkkkk*k

NAIROBI, Kenya (EP)—Members of a
group called “End the Bible Era’ in Kenya
are soliciting Bibles from unsuspecting
Christian organizations, then burning the
Bibles, according to a report from Africa
News Service. Christian leaders in Nairobi
report that more than one million Bibles
have been destroyed since March. Somere-

Continued on page 474
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ports have said the Bibles are sprinkled with
human blood before being burned in a sa
tanic ritual.

kkhkkkkk

SAN FRANCISCO, Cadlif. (EP)—Church
members who say their pastor convinced
them to mortgage their homes for church
improvements—then stole the money—
havefiled alawsuit. ThomasMcCall report-
edly used the funds, more than $850,000, to
buy real estate in San Francisco and south-
ern California. The members of Concord
Missionary Baptist Church are suing for
breech of contract and fraud. McCall also
faces four counts of grand theft for alleg-
edly taking $2.5 millionin church funds, and
an arson charge for allegedly setting his
apartment on fire in an effort to destroy fi-
nancial records.

CHAMBERSBURG, Pa. (EP)—A Penn-
sylvania teacher attempted to remove the
words “under God” from the Pledge of Al-
legiance, which is recited each day at the
school. The teacher at Faust Junior High
School in Chambersburg told students that
because the school was a public facility it
was inappropriate to use the name of God.
The Rutherford Institute contacted the
school’s principal, who quickly overruled
the attempted censorship of the pledge. “ Stu-
dents and teachers have the right to recite
the pledgeinits entirety,” said Ron Rissler
of the Rutherford Institute.

*kkkkk*k

RAHWAY, N.J. (EP)—American Athe-
ists, founded by Madalyn Murray O'Hair,
is moving its headquarters from Austin,
Texas, to the New Jersey home of organiza-
tion president Ellen Johnson. The group will
sell its Texas property at a $1 million loss.
O'Hair is best known for a lawsuit which
removed government-sponsored prayer
from public schools in 1963. She has been
missing since 1995, along with two family
members and funds belonging to atheist or-
ganizations she founded.

NEW HOPE, Minn. (EP)—Nearly seven
yearsafter it began, Crystal Evangelical Free
Church’s battle to protect church offering
plates from government agentsis at an end.
On Oct. 5, the U.S. Supreme Court rejected
an appeal designed to force the church to
return $13,450 in donations by acouplewho
later declared bankruptcy. The Court let
stand a lower court ruling which held that
forcing the church to return the tithes and
offerings would violate the religious free-
dom rights of the church and the donors.

JOHANNESBURG, S. Africa (EP)—
South Africa shighest court has struck down
that nation’ slaws against sodomy. The court
ruled that men convicted of homosexual re-
lations since 1994 can have their criminal
recordscleared and seek monetary damages.
Homosexua advocates in South Africa ex-
pressed hopethat the court ruling could open
the door for gay marriage and adoption.

*kkkkk*k

NEW YORK, N.Y. (EP)—The Hare
Krishna cult has admitted that emotional,
physical and sexual abuse was once com-

mon initsboarding schoolsfor children, the
New York Times reported Oct. 9. The par-
ents of the children were unaware of the
abuse, which was often perpetrated while
they were away raising funds for the cult,
according to the report. A group of 10
former pupilsfirst confronted the cult’ slead-
ership about the abuse in 1996.

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (EP)—A
former pastor who claimed he was*“testing”
a girl’s virginity has been convicted of
sexual molestation. Joseph Millien, 51, was
found guilty of felony sexual activity with
the 17-year-old girl, who was a member of
the Full Gospel Assembly Church. He could
face up to 12 yearsin prison.

*kkkkk*k

LAS VEGAS, Nev. (EP)—World box-
ing heavyweight champion Evander
Holyfield, who has been very outspoken
about his Christian faith, revealed in mid-
September that he has fathered two children
out of wedlock in the previous year. His
wife, Janice, also gave birth to asonin mid-
September—their first child together.
Holyfield has six other children, three by
hisfirst wife and three by other women.

*kkkkk*k

MACON, Ga. (EP)—Felton York was
indicted in early October for allegedly set-
ting his own church on fire. A Jan. 8 fire
caused $100,000 in damages to Hartford
Baptist Church. The fire was ruled arson,
but investigators have declined to discuss
specifics of the case or to say why York is
suspected of setting the fire.

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)—AIDSisno
longer among the top 10 causes of death in
the U.S., according to the National Center
for Health Statistics. AIDS dropped from
eighth place to 14th place on the list from
1996 to 1997. Heart disease and cancer re-
main the number one and two killersrespec-
tively. AIDS is now responsible for fewer
deaths than accidents, diabetes, suicide,
Alzheimer’s disease and murder. The drop
was attributed to the success of new power-
ful drugs. The same statistics showed the
number of new AIDS cases holding steady
at about 40,000 per year.

*kkkkk*k

OTTAWA, Canada (EP)—Canadians
who areregular churchgoersare happier and
have better marriages, according to a new
government report. The survey of 10,000
Canadians found that people who are regu-
lar church attendees are 1.5 times more
likely to have happy marriages, and report
less stress.

On the advice of doctors, a nurse at St.
Luke s Hospital in New York City had her
supposedly fatally deformed fetus aborted,
only to discover afterward that the unborn
child was apparently perfectly healthy. The
abortion occurred two years ago, but the
story was just revealed last week. Janet
Sheikhan claims that she was told, on the
basisof amniocentesis, that her second child
was a girl who would die soon after birth,
but that a pathology examination of the
aborted fetus found a healthy unborn boy.
Sheikhan, now 42, believes that her fetus's
amniotic fluid sample was mixed up with
another’s or that the wrong laboratory re-
port was sent to her doctor. She is now su-

ing the lab and the hospital, which is deny-
ing any negligence (Human Events, 10-9-
98).
*kkkkk*k
When school kids in Oak Park, Illinois
pledge allegiance to the flag these days, the
wording deviates from tradition, says Edu-
cation Reporter. According to one teacher,
the children pledge allegiance to the flag,
becauseit’ srequired, “but they pledge alle-
gianceto the planet aswell.” This updated,
1990 pledge used in Oak Hill classrooms
goes asfollows: “I pledge allegiance to the
Earth, this unique bluewater planet, graced
by life, our only home. | promise to respect
all living things, and to protect to the best
of my abilities, all parts of our planet’s en-
vironment, and to promote peace among the
human family, with liberty and justice for
all.” That was too much for Chicago Tri-
bune scribe John Kass, who responded to
thepolitically correct pledge by saying: “It’'s
possible that kids will confuse the two
pledges, but isn't that the idea? Besides, we
won't need sovereign nations in the new
global village. We'll al ride bikes.” Except
the Chinese. They’ll drive tanks (Campus
Report, 11-98).
*kkkkk*k
At Sarah Lawrence College in Canton,
N.Y ., one student called another a“faggot”
and athird student laughed. Theinsulter and
thelaugher were charged with “ harassment”
and—without any process—summarily con-
victed. They were sentenced to one year
probation and twenty hours of community
service and forced to watch Homophobia,
read Homophobia on Campus, and write a
paper on “homophobia.” One dean said,
“laughter is part of demeaning” the student
(Campus Report, 11-98).
*kkkkk*k
Nebraska's Supreme Court overturned
the sentence of Aaron T. Pattno, who had
pleaded guilty to sexually assaulting a 13-
year-old boy whom he met on the Internet.
The justices agreed that the sentence was
within statutory guidelines, but held that
Sarpy County Judge George A. Thompson
erred when he read a Bible passage before
sentencing Pattno to up to five years in
prison. The court declared that some other
judge should resentence the molester. The
scriptural passage cited by Judge Thomp-
son was from Romans 1:26-27: “For this
reason, God gave them up to dishonorable
passions. Their women exchanged natural
relationsfor unnatural, and the men likewise
gave up natural relations with women and
were consumed with passion for one an-
other, men committing shameless acts with
men” (The New American, 9-28-98).
Contrary to the impression generated by
jaundiced anti-gun journalists, the number
of firearms-related deaths in our school’s
during 1997-98 was substantially less than
during 1992-93 and 1993-94. On July 29th
the Justice Policy Institute, a research arm
of the New Y ork-based Center on Juvenile
and Criminal Justice, released areport which
noted that whiletherewere atotal of 40 such
deaths (including suicides) during the most
recent school year, the comparable figures
for 1992-93 and 1993-94 were 55 and 51,
respectively. While the totals for all gun-
related deathsin the U.S. have been declin-
ing in recent years (from 38,166 in 1994, to

35,957 in 1955, to 34,234 in 1996), the body
count in vehicle-related deaths hasremained
virtually static at markedly higher levels
(42,700in 1994, 43,900 in 1995, 42,065 in
1996, and 42,000 in 1997). This despite the
greater number of firearms (estimated up-
wards of 220 million) than registered ve-
hicles (which surpassed 200 million for the
first time thisyear) (ibid.).
*kkkkk*k

Charisma, the nation’s leading charis-
matic publication, says*“ Jerry Falwell Now
Open to Charismatics.” The article, written
by Stephen Strange of Charisma, said he
went to Falwell’ s Liberty University to “try
to build some bridges between Charismatics
and non-Charismatics.” He tells what he
found that made his job easy—things like
Integrity Music, a kind of way-out Charis-
matic music. They were there to record a
live“praise and worship” album at Liberty.
Falwell said they were working with Integ-
rity to establish aninstitute that will train“a
new generation of worship leaders at
Lynchburg.” Strange reported Falwell told
him, “Years ago | would not have allowed
this type of music in the school.” So sad.
Believers, beware (Gist, Sept., 1998).

*kkkkk*k

A South African government-proposed
code of conduct for its 350,000 witch doc-
tors would classify traditional healers into
four categories: herbalists, diviners, birth
attendants and surgeons (9-3 Alabama Bap-
tist). Up to 80 percent of South Africansare
estimated to at some point consult a witch
doctor. New Age shamanism is on the rise
in the U.S. (Calvary Contender, 10-1-98).

For postmodernists, truth is merely a
“construction” by the culture of individual.
Truth is relative. What is true for me may
not be true for you (9-12 World).
Postmodernism represents a growing rejec-
tion of rational empiricism, science, and
Christian absolutes, or any objective truth.
Relativism and on€e’ sexperience or feelings
is the basis of personal truth in
postmodernism (9-98 Watchman Expositor).
According to surveys, 86% of Americans
claim to be “Christian,” yet 72% reject the
notion of absolute truth, 61% reject aliteral
Satan or Hell, and 40% believe in a New
Age (pantheistic) view of God (ibid.).

RALEIGH, N.C. (RNS) - After months
of often agonizing debate, Raleigh’s oldest
Baptist Church voted Sept. 23 to end its 153-
year relationship with the Southern Baptist
Convention. The 264-23 vote at First Bap-
tist Church came just three months after the
SBC amended itsdoctrinal statement to say
women must “submit. . .graciously” to their
husbands. But First Baptist members said
the vote was as much a rejection of what
they called “ authoritariantrends” inthe SBC
as of the statement on women alone (West-
ern Recorder, 10-6-98).

CHARLOTTE (AP) - A fire hose will
substitute for a baptismal font when some
2,000 peopleare baptized at areligious gath-
ering Sunday. The baptism will take place
in the parking lot of the United House of
Prayer for All People. The hose from a
firetruck will be hooked to a hydrant and
set on fine mist so no one gets hurt. Church

Continued on page 475
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elderswill do the spraying, with the help of
fire-fighters. . . . “It’s not the water,” said
C. B. Gibson the denomination’ s state chair-
man and pastor of the mother house. “It's
thebelief you haveinit” (Newsand Record,
10-7-98).

Editor's comment: What a mockery of
the Bible doctrine of water baptism. They
have the mode wrong and their faith isin
the water, not God.

kkhkkkkk

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo. (BP) - Mes-
sengers to the annual meeting of Cape
Girardeau (Mo.) Baptist Association voted
Sept. 29 to withdraw fellowship from First
Baptist Church of Cape Girardeau over the
ordination of six women as deacons. Mod-
erator Glen Golden, pastor of First Baptist
Church of Delta, Mo., said messengersvoted
98-41 to remove First Baptist Church of
Cape Girardeau from the association, dur-
ing ameeting at Red Star Baptist Churchin
Cape Girardeau (Western Recorder, 10-20-
98).

Is worship “unsportsmanlike conduct”?
University of South Carolinafootball coach
Brad Scott is asking officials to clarify the
rules after one of his players was penalized
for an act the player said was to “glorify
God.” On Oct. 3, Carolina receiver Zola
Davis scored a touchdown and, as is his
habit, knelt in the end zone and pointed his
index finger skyward. “I’mglorifying God,”
Davissaid. “Heknowswhat’ sin my heart.”
Showy celetions were outlawed in college
football three years ago, but after com-
plaints, exceptions were made for acts of
worship (ibid.).

*kkkkk*k

More than 25 percent of the world’'s
Christians are Pentecostal or charismatic, a
Pentecostal historian said at the recent 18th
Pentecostal World Conference. Vinson
Synan told the gathering in Seoul, South
Korea, that close to 2 billion people have
accepted the Christian faith worldwide. He
estimated that of that number 540 million
are charismatic or Pentecostal (ibid.).

“The 105th Congress adjourned yester-
day on a sour note, with votes on a 4,000-
page appropriations bill that hadn’t been
read in its entirety by a single member of
either house, and which busted the budget
caps agreed to just a year ago to spend a
third of this year’s hard-won surplus,” said
American Conservative Union (ACU)
Chairman David Keene last week as he re-
leased the group’ s 1998 congressional vote
ratings. “ldeologically speaking,” Keene
said, “we didn’t see much change this year
from last—in fact, no change at all for Sen-
ate Republicansin their average score, and
only a one-point shift to the right for the
average House Republican.” Nonetheless,
he said, “the 105th Congress ends up con-
siderably less conservative than the 104th
Congress, which saw significantly higher
average scores in both House and Senate,
across the board.” Average scores for this
year: House Republicans, 85; House Demo-
crats, 14; Senate Republicans, 78; Senate
Democrats, 7 (Human Events, 10-30-98).

*kkkkk

On October 14, the United Nations voted
overwhelmingly—157 to 2—to condemn
the U.S. embargo against Communist Cuba.
Only America's longtime aly in the Gen-
eral Assembly, Israel, joined the United
Statesin opposing the nonbinding vote. Af-
ter the Helms-Burton law was enacted in
1966, international opposition to our em-
bargo has been growing. Helms-Burton al-
lows American citizenswhose property was
stolen by dictator Fidel Castro during the
Communist revolution in Cuba to sue for-
eign compani es—whether European, Cana-
dian or otherwise—who use that property
(ibid.).

*kkkkk*k

Last year's tax cut gave back to taxpay-
ers only one dollar for every five that were
raised by Presidents Bush and Clinton. This
year Senate Republicans have proposed a
$6 billion reduction in taxes out of $100 bil-
lion expected growth in tax collections and
out of total federal tax receipts of almost
$1.8 trillion (Straight Talk, 10-29-98).

Thefederal Department of Education will
soon mark its 20th anniversary. In recent
Christian Science Montiro op-ed, Max
Schulz, an adjunct scholar withthe Virginia-
based Frontiers of Freedom Institute, evalu-
ated the Education Department’s record to
date. “ Since the department was created in
1979,” Schultz asserted, “there has been no
improvement in text scores, no improvement
in literacy rates, and little sign that the bil-
lions of dollars poured into education by
Washington have helped anyone. Public
schools, especially ininner cities, often are
violent ‘Work-Free Drug Zones,” breeding
grounds for crime but not for learning. The
Education Department, he continues, “will
cost taxpayers $33.5 billion in fiscal year
1998,” a 12 percent increase over 1997, and
“will spend more than double what it spent
when it was created, when its sponsorswere
promising the federal government’srolein
education would not increase. Schulz re-
minds us that the legislation that spawned
the Department of Education squeaked
through the House by arazor-thin 210-206
margin. A shift of two votes would have
resulted in atie and the measure would have
failed. “Surprisingly, two very junior Re-
publican House members. . .voted that day
in favor of creating (the Department). They
were Newt Gingrich of Georgia and Trent
L ott of Mississippi, how House speaker and
Senate majority leader respectively” (The
New American 11-9-98).

Democratsfeign concern for Americans
privacy, but Bill Clinton-backed proposals
advanced since the President took officeare
eroding our privacy at an unprecedented
pace. Phyllis Schal afly outlined some of the
government’s efforts to gather private in-
formation in her e-mail “ Phyllis Schalafly
Report” : For example, the federal govern-
ment plans to assign every American a
health ID number to keep all medical records
on file. That plan has generated some con-
troversy, so the Centersfor Disease Control
is planning to create a separate database of
all children’s medical records. A 1996 law
will require the use of Social Security num-
berson all driver’ slicenses after the turn of
the millennium—thus completing

America sjourney to anational 1D number
system. And the 1996 welfare reform hill
reguires employers to send Washington in-
formation on every new hire, thus eventu-
ally building a national database on every
worker (Human Events, 10-16-98).

COLUMBUS, Indiana—Driver Rennie
Haeseley was suspended for three days for
playing religious music on her school bus.
Haeseley said she played what the children
asked for, but Michael Cooper, superinten-
dent of the Bartholomew Consolidated
School Corp., said Christian music was not
appropriate on a public school bus. “We're
not against Christian behavior,” Cooper said.
“She failed to follow very explicit instruc-
tions about the performance of her duties.”
Haeseley had been warned earlier after dis-
tributing Christian bracel etsand giving pic-
tures of Jesusto children who asked. “| don’t
talk about religion on the bus unless they
bring it up,” Haeseley said (Northeast Mis-
sissippi Daily Journal, 10-24-98).

$88 million worth of lottery tickets are
soldin Americaevery day, which meansthat
lottery sales total $32 billion annually. An
estimated 55 million Americans buy tickets
at least once a month. What a shamel!
(Straight Talk, 10-22-98).

Jerry Falwell in his 3/95 Nat’l Liberty
Journal praised Promise Keepers and pro-
moted an upcoming PK gathering at hisLib-
erty University’ sVines Center. Falwell’s 11/
98 NLJ now has an article reporting PK’s
financial woes, and its redesigned new mil-
lennium approach of utilizing local churches
similar to Billy Graham’s method. The ar-
ticle stated that PK is “back on solid foot-
ing” and ready “to minister to men in pur-
suit of godly living. . .” No warning was
given concerning PK’s ecumenicalism,
charismaticism, psychobobble, worldly rock
music, etc (Calvary Contender, 11-15-98).

*kkkkk*k

The World Council of Churches' Eighth
Assembly is set for Zimbabwe, Dec. 3-14,
celebrating its 50th anniversary. The WCC
recently declared itself a failure—in its
stated aim of achieving Christian unity. But
the financial crisesit faced three years ago
has reportedly been allayed. Another pos-
sible crisisislooming with the Russian Or-
thodox Church, the WCC's largest body,
threatening to withdraw, depending on the
WCC's"“total reconstruction.” Former WCC
general secretary Philip Potter is one of the
main speakers. Heisaliberal Methodist who
in 1977 praised the communist victory in
Vietnam. The WCC for about two decades
financially aided Marxist terrorists groups
(11-1-98 CC) (ibid.).

*kkkkk*k

Non-Orthodox Christians havelessfree-
domin Russianow than they did ayear ago
when alaw restricting religiousfreedom was
signed by Yeltsin (10-26 C. Today). This
law initiated a season of religious harass-
ment and discrimination and has visited of -
ficial favors on Russia’ s dominant Ortho-
dox church. Longtime KGB leader
Yevegeny Primakov’s (new Prime Minis-
ter) filling his government with communists
may have an even further chilling effect on
religious activity (ibid.).

*kkkkk

A new book Disney: The Mouse Betrayed
details the swift rise of prominence of the
company’s homosexual workers (11-98
NLJ). Itsco-chair saysthat thereare* hordes
of gay and leshian peopleat Disney.” Disney
Chairman Michael Eisner has estimated that
40% of his employees are homosexual. So
the annual Gay Day at the Magic Kingdom

isno surprise (ibid.).
*kkkkk*k

Cockrdl's

Corner

(The views expressed in this column are strictly
those of the editor of this paper. They do not
necessarily represent the views of supportersor
readers.)

MORALSDO NOT MATTER?

By Milburn Cockrell

Our leftist, pro-Communist press and
our leftist, lying politicians are trying to
convince us that morals do not matter
any more since everybody is doing it.
Thisisasneaky way of saying that Bible
morality is obsolete and that God does
not exist. Socialists and Communists
have for years been telling us that lying
and any crimeisgoodif it advancestheir
cause. The bad newsisthat most Ameri-
cans are fool enough to believe this.

Consider some things immorality
does in the business world as recently
pointed out by Paul Harvey on May 21,
1998, in Memphis, Tennessee:

“A retired general in Floridahasbeen
accused of selling the Pentagon defec-
tive ammunition.

“An Illinois firm has been selling the
U.S. Air Force faulty parachute cords.

“A Virginia company has made fire
safety sprinklers that are so unreliable
that the Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission has been forced to order are-
call.

“A famous name-brand engine treat-
ment has been falsely advertised as re-
ducing engine wear by 75 percent.

“Nebraska meat merchants have vio-
lated sanitation rules repeatedly and are
still in business.

“A New Jersey Manufacturer hasbeen
claiming that his fluorescent lamps can
cure the blues, reduce cavities, and en-
hance sex life.”

Consider also the words Representa-
tiveJ. C. Watts, Jr. (R-OK) inan address
at Hillsdale College, Michigan, May
1998 Commencement:

“Just look at the moral weakness we
tolerate. We alow a basketball player
with an $8 million contract to choke his
coach, issue a death threat, leave the
room, and come back 20 minutes later
as if nothing had happened. Worse yet,

Continued on page 476
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Why Republicans

By G. Russell Evans

Lost the Election

Norfolk, Virginia

So, the Republicans|ost the el ection!
Anddecisively. But, it' seasy to seewhy.
They just didn't have the gumption to
get up front and tell it likeit is.

That was apparent from the day they
won control of the Congress back in
1994. They began by preaching biparti-
sanship and goody-goody politics—but
settled for surrender and weak knees,
always afraid to offend voters who, in
truth, would have heralded forthright
honesty, courage and character.

PLEDGES OF COOPERATION

It all started on that infamous Sun-
day in the Spring of 1995 in Concord,
New Hampshire with the limp hand-
shake by Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., Speaker
of the House, and President Clinton,
pledging cooperation and undying bipar-
tisanship, continued through the 1996
presidential campaign when Bob Dole
said, in effect, he had “too much respect
for the presidency” to attack Clinton on
morality or character, and sort of cli-
maxed when Henry Hyde, R-11l., said his
House Judiciary Committee had set New
Y ear's Day asthe goal to complete any
impeachment inquiry.

The Republicans had the numbersin
the Senate and the House—and they had
the issues: Perjury, witness tampering,
obstruction of justice, even possible
bribery and treason for selling missile
technology to Communist China—the
works!

SO, WHAT HAPPENED?

They pussy-footed around mesmer-
ized by polls and intimidated by critics
like Barney Frank, Charlie Rangel and
John Conyersand other Democratswill-
ing to flay them with bombast and half-
truths—and nearly always a media to
defend Clinton-Gore. Many Republicans
seemed timid, uncertain and, at times,
apol ogetic. Therewere some exceptions.
Early on, Dick Armey, R-Tex., said of
Clinton, “ Thisman hasno shame.” And
Rep. Bob Barr, R-Ga., was first in line
with a proposed hill of impeachment.

Senator Jesse Helms, R-N.C., wasin
thefront lineswith his Foreign Relations
Committee investigation into the Com-
munist Chineseincursion at the Panama
Canal—while Majority Leader Trent
Lott, R-Miss., was till in the shower.

Asfor me, as an independent writer,
my aimisto call the shotsas| seethem,
whether Republican or Democratic or
independent. And now, Republicans
seemto betryingto pleaseall the people.
It doesn’t work! They lost the 1998 elec-
tions because of failure to address the
issues boldly and honestly.

AN EXAMPLE OF FAILURE

A good example of Republican lead-
ership failureisthe silence about the Red

Chinese incursions at the Panama Ca-
nal where ally Hutchison Port Holdings
has become “gatekeeper” at each end:
Balboaon the Pacific side and Cristobal
on the Atlantic—and in position, when
the Canal is surrendered on Dec. 31,
1999, to take over operation of the Ca-
nal under the secretive PanamaL aw No.
5, which, in several instances, infringes
on U.S. rights under the Panama Neu-
trality Treaty (ArticlesV and V1).

Republican leaders have been alerted
by Richard Delgaudio of the National
Security Center (NSC) and by Howard
Phillipsof The Conservative Caucus, but
results have been silence, despite strong
evidence that a Clinton-Gore quid pro
quo may be involved: $2 million from
Red Chinafor their 1996 reel ection cam-
paign.

Moreover, Admiral Tom Moorer,
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, warned the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee on June 16 that “the
process in Panama must stop or Con-
gress must accept responsibility if war
comes to this hemisphere.” He added
that the current Communist Chinese
threat is far greater than just losing the
Canal through unconstitutional Panama
Treaties.

Also last June, military leaders in
Panama advised Delgaudio that failure
to negotiate U.S. baserights could cause
the deaths of many soldiers if another
“Operation Just Cause” is needed to
keep the Canal open. We ask: Who is
preserving America’'s interests at the
Isthmus of Panama?

SEARCHING THEIR SOULS

Republicans are said to be searching
their souls to explain losses when they
had so many advantages. Try these sug-
gestions: Act like an opposition party
instead of kowtowing to bombast and
surrender. Stand back and assess the
warnings about the Panama Canal that
wereignored. Thiswasthe last election
beforethe Canal turnover date, Dec. 31,
1999, and Republicansblew it with deaf-
ening silence.

Republicans cannot call themselves
conservatives when they permit Presi-
dent Bill Clinton to turn over potential
control of the world's most strategic
waterway without a whimper to the na-
tionwho callsthe United States” China's
main enemy.”

(Captain Evans is author of Death
Kneel of the Panama Canal? available
for a $7 donation to National Security
Center, 3554 Chain Bridge Road, #301,
Fairfax, VA 22030.)
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Cockrél's Corner

Continued from page 475

we portray him as a victim! He can't
possibly be held responsible for his de-
structive impulses, so our reasoning
goes. We pass an Endangered Species
Act that protects 13 different species,
born or unborn, but cannot protect hu-
man beings from abortion or euthana-
sia. Those who protest the killings are
treated as dangerous fanatics. We en-
courage husbands and wives to break
their marriage vows without the slight-
est word of reproach, since divorce has
become not only respectable but fash-
ionable. And we permit the nation’ s chief
executiveto prey on young women while
we vilify his accusers.”

The Josephson Institute released a
survey in conjunction with National
Character Counts Week. It revealed that
nearly half of al high school students
are thieves, that the proportion of teens
who admitted cheating on an examinthe
past year jumped 70 percent, that almost
all teenslietotheir parents, and that more
than one-third of high schoolers say they
would lie to get agood job.

Yes, dear friend, morals do matter.
God and the Bible do matter. Without
Biblemorality the social world, the edu-
cational world, the business world, the
political world, the judicial world, and
the religious world will totter and fall.
Nations die morally and spiritualy be-
fore they die from the pages of history.
Ungodly nations must be punished by
God whilethey exigt, for they cannot be
punished when they cease to exist.

“Righteousness exalteth a nation:
but sin is a reproach to any people”
(Prov. 14:34).

*kkkk*k

IS PERJURY A CRIME?

It appears that the strict party line of
the Democrat Party in the case of Presi-
dent Bill Clinton is that you can lie un-
der oath as long as you are a Democrat
(but it was wrong for Richard Nixon to
lie). Many Republicans, scared of the
polls, are ready to concede that lying
under oath is okay. If circumstances ex-
empt a President from his moral and le-
gal obligation to abide by an oath to God
hesworebeforeafederal grandjury, then
this rule should apply equally to every
other citizen. In other words, we should
be consistent and tell peoplein our court
rooms it is okay to lie under oath. Fur-
thermore, we should release all people
injail who aretherefor lying under oath.
This would destroy our entire judicial
system as anyone knows.

Perhaps soon our leaderswill haveto
vote on whether to impeach our Presi-
dent for lying under oath. There is no
way our scared politicians can get atwo-

thirdsvote to remove the president from
office. They are convinced that the
American people are as corrupt as they
are. | have no doubt that Clinton will be
exonerated and come out smelling like
arose.

If the American peopl e have any mor-
alsleft, they will realizethat every single
member of Congress who votes to sus-
tainacriminal inthe presidency hasvio-
lated his or her own oath to uphold the
Constitution, and should be removed
from office by the ballot box.

George Washington

In his Farewell Address George
Washington cited lying under oath asthe
single greatest threat to a free republic:
“Letit simply be asked, where isthe se-
curity for property, for reputation, for
life, if the sense of religious obligation
desert the oaths which are the instru-
ments of investigation in courts of jus-
tice.”

Thomas Jeffer son

Thomas Jefferson on August 19, 1785
wrote aletter to Peter Carr and said: “He
who permits himself to tell alie once,
finds it much easier to do it a second
time, till at length it become a habitual;
he tells lies without attending to it, and
truthswithout theworld’ sbelieving him.
Thisfa sehood of thetongueleadsto that
of the heart, and in time depraves all its
good dispositions.”
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| AreBribery and Treason |

|
By G. Russell Evans

. |nvolved Too? .

Norfolk, Virginia

A very important item is being ig-
nored in the impeachment inquiry: pos-
sible bribery and treason for President
Clinton’sOK for American firmsto sell
ballistic missile technology to Commu-
nist China, the nation that calls the
United States “China’s main enemy”
and whose leaders live by The Commu-
nist Manifesto which, in Sec. IV, calls
for the “forcible overthrow of existing
conditions.”

‘NONE DARE CALL IT TREA-

SON’

Clinton defenders call the shame in
the Oval Office a sex matter only and
unworthy of impeachment. Others call
it perjury, witness tampering, obstruc-
tion of justice and abuse of power—
impeachable offenses backed by cred-
ible evidence. But, at this time, “none
dare cal it treason,” to borrow afamil-
iar title. Even so, Independent Counsel
Ken Starr promises more revelations.
White House shivers.

Art. 11, Sec. 4 of our Constitution calls
for removal from office of the President
for “Treason, Bribery, or other high
Crimes and Misdemeanors.” The big
argument centers on what are “high
Crimes and Misdemeanors.”

Strangely, there has been mostly si-
lence on what appears to be a clear-cut
case of “adhering to (our) Enemies, giv-
ing them Aid and Comfort,” as defined
in Art. 111, Sec. 3. Clearly, our Wash-
ington leaders and mediashy away from
the awful aspects of bribery and trea-
son. Are they being honest?

THE FACTSIN THE CASE

In early 1998, President Clinton,
against the opposition of his Depart-
ments of Defense and Justice, granted a
specia waiver to Loral Space and Com-
munications and to Hughes Electronics
to sell ballistic missile-guidance tech-
nology to Communist Chinawhose mis-
siles had been blowing up on thelaunch
pads. Mr. Clinton wanted to help, for,
after all, Red Chinahad helped him and
Al Gore get reelected. It was payback
timefor campaign donations by al con-
cerned—a quid pro quo!

Lora Chairman Bernard L. Schwartz
contributed $600,000 to the Clinton-
Gore 1996 reel ection campaign. Hughes
Chairman C. Michael Armstrong and his
firm donated millions more.

Was this the maother of all quid pro
guos? One to Loral-Hughes for cam-
paign money and another to Red China
for an alleged $2 million more to the
Clinton-Gore coffers—all so China
could perfect its ICBM accuracy to
“blow up Los Angeles,” as threatened?

49 STATESNOW UNDER THE

GUN

This Clinton waiver also removed
export technology limits on the size and
range of nuclear warheads and would
allow America' s sworn enemy, Red
China, to fine-tuneits 7,000 mile-range
SS-27 missiles—now capabl e of hitting
49 states, al but Florida.

Adding insult to treachery, Clinton’s
Undersecretary of State John Holum
denied the U.S.-China missile technol-
ogy deal. The Washington Times of
March 24th exposed the deception—
once again proving that character counts
and that the Clinton character apparently
places self above country.

Question for Clinton boosters and
columnists: Would sale of our national
security be acceptable for reelection of
Clinton-Gore—or would it be aid and
comfort to our enemy? Air Force Gen-
eral Eugene Habiger of the Strategic Air
Command answers that question, as he
puts honor and truth ahead of “political
correctness,” warning, “China now has
an intercontinental nuclear capability.”
And the general now is a prime candi-
datefor early retirement! Don’t crossthe
boss!

PATTERN OF CONDUCT

The pattern of conduct of the Clinton-
Gore team is frightening, including ac-
ceptance of Red China ally, Hutchison
Port Holdings, as “gatekeeper” of the
Panama Canal in a shocking 50-year
lease under PanamaLaw No. 5 that also
permits the Hutchison to occupy U.S.
defense sites after Dec. 31, 1999 and to
have “priority operations,” blatant vio-
lationsof ArticlesV and VI respectively
of the 1977 Panama Canal Neutrality
Treaty.

Right before our eyes last year, we
saw vigorous Clinton supporters on the
Senate Governmental Affairs Commit-
tee obfuscate and stonewall Chairman
Fred Thompson at every turn in protect-
ing their man. National security and na-
tional honor be damned. At the head of
the class was Senator John Glenn, ap-
parently now rewarded with another
spaceflight. Sowhat elseisnew in won-
derland?

It must be haunting to the Barney
Franks, John Conyers and Charlie
Rangels—radical Clinton-defenders to
the death—to realize that Ken Starr may
now submit a supplemental report to the
Congress with substantial and credible
evidence of bribery, treason, stealing 60
million taxpayer dollars in a phony Ar-
kansasland deal, illegal use of FBI files,
illegal firing of the White house Travel
Office and sexual harassment of
Kathleen Willey and others.

The prophesy of Hosea (8th Century
B.C.) may yet overtake Messrs. Clinton

and Gore: “For they have sown the
wind, and they shall reap the whirl-
wind” (Hos. 8:7).

(Captain Evans is author of Death
Knell of the Panama Canal?, available
for a$7.00 donation to the National Se-
curity Center, 3554 Chain Bridge Road,
Suite 301, Fairfax, VA 22030.)
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$4.95
By Milburn Cockrell

This book is all the articles | wrote in the paper
plus an introduction and four appendixes. Add $2
for postage & handling. On five or more you may
take a 40% discount and add some for postage.
Order from our bookstore, PO Box 39, Mantachie,
MS 38855.

Other books by Milburn Cockrell
Wine, Worship, ... Word (out-of-print)
The Veiled Woman $2.95
The Gospel in Isaiah $4.95

A FreeTract

A Man-Made God

by Milburn Cockrell
Request the number you may
prayerfully use. Postage appreciated.

John Clark
(1609 - 1676)

by Louis Franklin Asher
$14.00

OIS FRAVALIY ASHER P I

Thisisthe best and most up-to-
date book on the founder of the
first Baptist Church in America
Brother Asher brings out some
very interesting facts about his
view on the church and its ordi-
nances. Add $3 for postage and
handlinging.

Order from:
Berea Baptist Bookstore
PO Box 39
Mantachie, M S 38855

PLEASE NOTE

1997 - 1998
Bound Volumes

We are presently taking orders for the
1997- 1998 bound volumes of The
Berea Baptist Banner. Thesecontain all
theissueswith index in the back. These
will be shipped to you by priority mail.
Y our order must reach us by December
31, 1998. The price this year which in-
cludes shipping is $24. Send your order
to the Berea Baptist Bookstore, PO Box
39, Mantachie, M S 38855. The number
of these available is limited, and they
aresold on afirst-come-first-served ba-
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Bound Volumes
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Filegate: A Real Threat

to Our Freedoms

By G. Russell Evans

We now havein our midst a Clinton-Gore
threat far more serious than perjury and ob-
struction of justice in Monicagate. It is File-
gate—theillegal use of over 900 confidential
FBI files and a White House computer data
base on over 400,000 Americans—all in bla:
tant violation of the Privacy Act.

Thisis“BigBrother” inaction: peekinginto
sengitive personal matters of political affilia-
tions and donations, ethnic and religious loy-
alties. It is George Orwell’s famous book
“1984" come to life about a society whose
leaders control people by spying on them.

Unfortunately, Congressand Special Pros-
ecutor Ken Starr areignoring thisscandal. We
have to thank Larry Klayman of the Judicial
Watchfor hisclass-actionlawsuit against First
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, former White
house Counsel Bernard Nussbaumand Clinton
aides Craig Livingston and Anthony Marceca
to document these serious crimes. Hisdeposi-
tions of aides George Stephanopoulos, Paul
Begala and James Carville produced insults
that are scandals within themselves.

STEPHANOPOUL OSUNDER PRES
SURE

The young ladies who go ga-ga over the
suave and dapper George would be shocked
to see the real George when he's off camera
and under pressure to tell the truth. Most re-
veding was his failing memory and succes-
sion of “I don't know” and “I can’t recall”
about matters clearly within his purview. His
attitude and demeanor were disrespectful of
the court procedures, calling Klayman at one
point, “a dishonorable attorney out to raise
money.”

THE ELLEN ROMETACH TREAT-
MENT

When asked about the White House strat-
egy of the Ellen Rometach treatment of per-
ceived White House enemies, he confirmed
itsuse. Thisstrategy refersto the late FBI Di-
rector J. Edgar Hoover’ sthreat to use FBI files
to blackmail Republicans who might squedl
about President John F. Kennedy’ saffair with
Ellen Rometach, a Communist spy.

Apparently unableto stand the pressure any
more, Stephanopoulos stormed out of the
deposition. Judicia Watch hasasked thejudge
to order him back, along with the relevant
documents, to finish the deposition and an-
swer the questions. Meanwhile, he has been

Norfolk, Virginia

sanctioned by the court for lying under oath—
al indl, avery different Georgefromthe TV
star with the casua wind-blown hair-do on
“This Week with Sam Donadson and Cokie
Roberts’ andthedy mannersthat seemto have
captivated the ladies.

BEGALSAND CARVILLE ABUSIVE

The depositions of Paul Begals and James
Carville continued the pattern of smirk, smear
and sneer at efforts to identify the guilty par-
tiesin Filegate, including the FBI background
files, the White House telephone taping, the
surveillance and computer data base—all ap-
parently designed to spy on perceived oppo-
nents.

We see Begala squirming to explain his
boasts to Democratic donors that there may
be some good Republicansout there, but “that
issomething hedid not learnfrom reading their
FBI files” Most pathetic was his denia that
thiswas asigna to Clinton enemies.

Carville' s performance was characterized
by delay and deception, as well as a loss of
memory oncritical points. Nonetheless, hewas
forced to produce two files, one on Judicia
Watch and one on Filegate. Hedid admit, how-
ever, that if the charges in Filegate are true,
“Y ou can butter me. I'mtoast. I'm out of here.”

In both depositions, it was clear that
Filegate was a matter of great concern to the
White House and that Judicial Watch wasthe
organization “most feared by the Clinton
White House.”

ASFOR DONORS

Donors are just what are most needed at
thistimeby Judicia Watch, 501 School Street,
S. W., Suite 725, Washington, D.C. 20024 in
order to continue their fight against a White
House contemptuous of our judicial system
and fighting for self-preservation as their ab-
solute and ultimate priority. Indeed, thisisa
White House like we' ve never seen before—
aWhiteHouse with unlimited taxpayer-funded
lawyers and other unlimited taxpayer-funded
facilities, arrogant and ruthless and pious in
seeking to steal our freedoms and other God-
givenrights.

The Judicial Watch is making progress.
They are courageousinfighting for all Ameri-
cans. They arehonorableand deserve support.

(Captain Evan’ scolumnsaredistributed by
the Americanism Educational League.)
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The Jordan Baptist Church, 920
Upsala Road, Sanford, FL, and Pastor
George Sledd will host a Bible Confer-
ence December 3-6. For more informa-
tion contact Pastor Sledd (407) 323-
9072.
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The Grace Bible Baptist Church,
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