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By James E. Hobbs, Sr.

The Pastor's Wife

McDermott, Ohio

By Bruce Oyen

Why Was Noah's Ark So

Small?

Miles City, Montana

“And the Lord God said, it is not
good that the man should be alone;
I will make him an help meet for
him. And out of the ground the Lord
God formed every beast of the field,
and every fowl of the air; and
brought them unto Adam to see
what he would call them: and what-
soever Adam called every living
creature, that was the name thereof;

..but for Adam there was not found
an help meet for him. And the Lord
God caused a deep sleep to fall
upon Adam, and he slept: and He
took one of his ribs and closed up
the flesh instead thereof; and the
rib, which the Lord God had taken
from man, made He a woman, and
brought her unto the man. And
Adam said, this is now bone of my
bones, and flesh of my flesh: she

"Didrl't Adam and Eve start in the garden?"
Wilma & James Hobbs

shall be called Woman, because she
was taken out of Man. Therefore
shall a man leave this father and
his mother, and shall cleave unto
his wife: and they shall be one flesh”
(Gen. 2:18-24).

Continued on page 142

Why was Noah’s ark so small? So
small? some might ask. Have we not
been told all our lives that Noah’s ark
was a very large one? Indeed we have.

Consider what dimensions a con-
servative Bible scholar gives to Noah'’s
ark: “Although we do not know the
exact length of the cubit at this time,
later it was about 18 inches, making
the ark 450 feet long, 75 feet broad,
and 45 feet high, with a displacement
of about 20,000 tons and gross ton-
nage of about 14,000 tons. It carrying
capacity equaled that of 522 standard
railroad stock cars (each of which can
hold 240 sheep). Only 188 cars would
be required to hold 45,000 sheep-sized
animals, leaving three trains of 104
cars each for food, Noah’s family, and
‘range” for the animals. Today it is
estimated that there are 17,600 spe-

cies of animals, making 45,000 a likely
approximation of the number Noah
might have taken into the ark.”

So, we logically conclude that the
ark was, in fact, of considerable size,
and especially so when one consid-
ers the fact that those who built it did
not have the advanced machinery
and technology that we do to assist in
the production of something of those
dimensions.

But in spite of the largeness of the
ark, I still ask why it was so small. For
it was small, when one thinks about
the fact that the earth’s human popu-
lation at the time certainly could not
have gotten into it, had they all de-
cided to do so.

It seems certain that the God-given
dimensions of the ark were intended

Continued on page 144

By Milburn Cockrell

The Fourth Commandment

Mantachie, Mississippi

By G. Russell Evans

Is It Sell-Out to the
United Nations?

Norfolk, Virginia

“Remember the sabbath day, to
keep it holy. Six days shalt thou
labour, and do all thy work: But
the seventh day is the sabbath of
the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt
not do any work, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, thy manservant,
nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is
within thy gates. For in six days
the LORD made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that in them
is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the LORD blessed the
sabbath day, and hallowed it” (Ex.
20:8-11).

“And he said unto them, The
sabbath was made for man, and
not man for the sabbath: There-
fore the Son of man is Lord also
of the sabbath” (Mark 2:27-28).

“There remaineth therefore a
keeping of a sabbath to the people
of God” (Heb 4:9 margin)

In our study of the First Command-
ment we saw that we are to worship
the true God and Him only. In our
study of the Second Commandment

Continued on page 144

How can high-level American offi-
cials, in good conscience, continue to
support and praise Kofi Annan, suave
United Nations Secretary General—the
architect of world government which

By Milburn Cockrell

Propitiation

Mantachie, Mississippi

Our English word “propitiate”
means “to cause to become favorably
inclined; win or regain the good will
of; appease or conciliate” (Webster’s
New World Dictionary of American Lan-
guages, p. 1168). “Propitiation” means
“a propitiating or being propitiated,
something that propitiates” (ibid.).

But in order to have a proper un-
derstanding of the Bible doctrine of
propitiation we must look at the
meaning these words had in the origi-

nal languages of the Bible: Hebrew
and Greek. It is also necessary to dis-
cover the meaning of this word as to
its use in holy Scriptures. That is my
purpose in this message.
PROPITIATION IN OLD
TESTAMENT

Our English word goes back to the
Hebrew word (kaphar) which comes
from a root which means “to cover.”
While the Hebrew word is generally

Continued on page 147

would undercut the U. S. Constitu-
tion that these U. S. senators, con-
gressmen and judges took solemn
oath to “preserve, protect and de-
fend”? Is it a sell-out?

And equally important, how can
the rest of us sit idly by and let them
get away with it?

‘GLOBAL DEMOCRACY’

The UN agenda of peace and hu-
man rights has been superceded by
Annan’s goal of global democracy
with global laws, global taxes, global
money and global courts, stealing our
sovereignty and precious freedoms.
We don’t need the UN, but the UN
needs us. Bad!

Kofi Annan declares the UN to be
“the sole source of legitimacy in the
use of force in the world.”

His authority is Chapter 5 of the
UN Charter, brainchild of traitor
Alger Hiss, ratified by President

Contl nued on page 147
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The Pastor's Wife

Continued from page 141

“This is a true saying, if a man
desire the office of a bishop, he
desireth a good work. A bishop
then must be blameless, the hus-
band of one wife, vigilant, sober,
of good behavior, given to hospi-
tality, apt to teach; . . . one that
ruleth well his own house, having
his children in subjection with all
gravity; (for if a man know not
how to rule his own house how
shall he take care of the church of
God?)” (I Tim. 3:1-5).

While thinking about this message,
several ideas came into my mind. One
was that | would be sure to point out
that the pastor’s wife must be a
woman. While some may think this
to be funny, I am sorry to say that it is
very disturbingly serious. | have de-
cided to go in a different direction,
however, and look at it from the help
meet side.

Most people never think about the
fact that when a church calls a man to
serve as her pastor, they are in essence
calling his wife as well. (Allow me to
explain here. Several years ago a

young man told me that he felt that
the Lord was calling him to be a mis-
sionary to some foreign field. Then
he said “I hope the Lord calls my wife
as well. I quickly informed him that if
the Lord called him, he can rest as-
sured that she is included in that call,
because she is to go where he goes.)
When a man is called as pastor, she is
a part of him—his help meet. The re-
spect for the office of the pastor must
also be seen in the respect for his help
meet.

While most of the wives in the
church can set a definite schedule for
meals, etc., the pastor’s wife cannot.
Her husband is on call 24 hours a day,
7 days a week. There’s hardly a meal
goes by but what he gets a phone call
or someone needs to see him. When
the pastor hurts, she hurts also. She is
just as nervous as he is when he pre-
pares to preach. While he is preach-
ing she is listening and praying for
him.

HELP MEET

The word that was translated “help
meet” in our text is one that was trans-
lated “help” in other passages. “Our
soul waiteth for the Lord: he is our
help and our shield” (Ps. 33:20).
This verse shows us that the role of
helper is not an inferior role. God
promises that He is our helper as well.
Women have been created and
equipped to be helpers—to lovingly
protect, support, shield, sustain, de-
liver, comfort, give hope, and bless.

Proverbs 14:1 shows that a woman
of great wisdom has a building influ-
ence on those around her. “Every
wise woman buildeth her house:
but the foolish plucketh it down
with her hands.” Paul said, “I com-
mend unto you Phebe our sister,
which is a servant of the church
which is at Cenchrea: that ye re-
ceive her in the Lord, as becometh
saints, and that ye assist her in
whatsoever business she hath need
of you: for she has been a
succourer of many, and of myself
also” (Rom. 16:1-2). The pastor’s wife
can and should be a great help to the
women in the church.

LEADERS

Please understand that there is a
difference between leadership and
management. (NOTE: all managers
should be leaders but all leaders are
not managers.) Managers plan, orga-
nize, delegate, and control. They di-
rect others, or, in other words, they
call the shots. Leaders are able to in-
fluence others even if they have no
formal authority. The pastor’s wife
falls into that category automatically
when he takes the role of pastor.

A leader must have (1) vision,
called goals or dreams, (2) passion to
serve her Lord, her church, and her
husband, and (3) commitment, or a

desire to be obedient to God’s will.

A leader, then, is one who has a
desire to serve the Lord in the proper
place—in His church and in her
home—keeping in mind that God ar-
ranges His churches as He sees fit.
“But now hath God set the mem-
bers every one of them in the
body, as it hath pleased Him” (I
Cor. 12:18). Please note that in verse
28 “helps” (or being a helper) is in-
cluded as part of the spiritual gifts.
There is always something every one
can do—pray for instance. A pastor’s
wife is by virtue of her position a
leader among the women of the
church.

Please pardon the personal appli-
cation, but | need to give an example
here. Our church has a fellowship
meeting on the first Saturday of each
month where we serve refreshments
in our fellowship hall. I make a list of
each month and assign a woman of
our church to be in charge of refresh-
ments. She is responsible to make the
menu, set the table, serve, and clean
up afterwards. She puts a list out at
church of food items needed and the
ladies sign to provide certain items.
My wife is always there to assist her
in every way that she can (teaching
by example). Sometimes we have a
“pot-luck or covered dish dinner”. She
works with the ladies of the church to
make sure we have a good variety of
meats, vegetables, breads, and dessert.

The Bible tells us that women must
be taught: “The aged women like-
wise, that they be in behaviour as
becometh holiness, not false accus-
ers, not given to much wine, teach-
ers of good things; that they may
teach the young women to be so-
ber, to love their husbands, to love
their children, to be discreet,
chaste, keepers at home, good,
obedient to their own husbands,
that the word of God be not blas-
phemed” (Titus 2:3-5).

Please note that the things they are
to be taught are not just the doctrinal
teachings that should be taught in the
Bible study-classes on Sunday. These
are lessons that deal with everyday
life. People will automatically look to
the pastor’s wife and observe her life
in respect to these things.

SOME QUALITIES TO
DEVELOP

At this time let me give you some
qualities that all women should de-
velop, but especially the pastor’s wife.

1. Faith. “Therefore take no
thought, saying, What shall we eat?
or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?
(For after all these things do the
Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly
father knoweth that ye have need
of these things, But seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and His righ-

teousness; and all these things shall
be added unto you. Take therefore
no thought for the morrow: for the
morrow shall take thought for the
things it itself. Sufficient unto the
day is the evil thereof” (Matt. 6:31-
34). It does not matter what happens
in the life of the pastor the people are
watching to see what kind of reaction
that he and his wife have about it. The
pastor’s wife must exhibit complete
faith at all times.

2. Obedience to God. “For they
themselves shew us what manner
of entering in we had unto you,
and how ye turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true
God” (I Thess. 1:9). And to your hus-
band: “Even as Sara obeyed
Abraham, calling him lord: whose
daughters ye are, as long as ye do
well, and are not afraid with any
amazement” (I Pet. 3:6). The female
role in obedience extends to God first
but also then to her husband. It is this
part of obedience from which many
women rebel. This is a command-
ment from God and must be adhered
to as well as any other commandment.

3. Hospitality. One of the require-
ments of a bishop is that he be “given
to hospitality” (I Tim. 3:2). His wife
must therefore be an example of be-
ing hospitable and show hospitality at
all times. Most women can pick and
choose when they wish to entertain
others. The pastor’s wife never knows
when some preacher or missionary is
going to show up. “After these things
Paul departed from Athens, and
came to Corinth; And found a cer-
tain Jew named Aquila, born in
Pontus, lately come from Italy,
with his wife Priscilla: (because
that Claudius had commanded all
Jews to depart from Rome:) and
came unto them. And because he
was of the same craft, he abode
with them, and wrought: for by
their occupation they were
tentmakers” (Acts 18:1-3). Please
note that they had just been kicked
out of Rome and arrived in Corinth
and Paul (a preacher) shows up to
stay—not just a few hours or even a
few days but “. . .he continued there
a year and six months, teaching
the Word of God among them”
(Acts 18:11). This is what I mean when
| say availability no matter what is
happening in your home or life.

4. Adaptability. Again let us note
Aquila and Priscilla in this. “And Paul
after this tarried there yet a good
while, and then took his leave of
the brethren, and sailed thence
into Syria, and with him Priscilla
and Aquila. . .” (Acts 18:18). Please
notice that they were willing to leave
and go with Paul. A pastor’s wife must
be ready to leave when he is called

Continued on page 143
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(The views expressed in this
column are strictly those of the
editor of this paper. They do
not necessarily represent the views of support-
ers or readers.)

C

TO GIVE
ETERNAL LIFE TO
THE SHEEP

“The thief cometh not, but for
to steal, and to Kill, and to destroy:
I am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it
more abundantly. I am the good
shepherd: the good shepherd
giveth his life for the sheep” (John
10:10-11).

Christ is the good Shepherd in John
10. A shepherd may risk his life in
defense of the sheep (I Sam. 17:34-
36), but he does not voluntarily lay
down his life as a sacrifice. The word
“giveth” in the Greek is translated “lay
down” in verse 18, and it should have
been translated so in verse 11. Ordi-
narily, if a shepherd dies in defense
of his flock, then the flock would be-
come a helpless prey and perish like
the shepherd. But here the giving up
of the Shepherd’s life resulted in eter-
nal and spiritual life for the sheep.

Christ’s death illustrates the law of
redemption. Here is the doctrine of
vicarious sacrifice. “For” in verse 11
is the Greek proposition (huper) which
means “over, in behalf of, instead of,”
and it carries the idea of substitution
(See Word Pictures in the New Testament
by A. T. Robertson, Vol. V, p. 178).

Alvah Hovey says: “The Greek
proposition translated for vrép, signi-
fies generally, ‘in behalf of,” ‘for the
benefit of,” though sometimes it
means ‘in place of.” here the death of
the shepherd is supposed to save the
sheep from death, so that, in a certain
general sense, his death takes the
place of theirs” (The Gospel of John, p.
215).

R. C. H. Lenski writes: “In brief,
&vti really means ‘at the end of’ and
thus suggests contrast, succession, sub-
stitution, opposition, as the case may
be; while vrép means over’ and thus

comes to mean ‘concerning,’ ‘be-
yond,’ ‘in behalf of,’ ‘instead of.” The
context invariably decides. We may
translate vrép ‘in behalf of,” but this is
no more exact than ‘instead of.” When
Jesus dies vmép the sheep and then
takes his life again, the only sense in
which this could possibly benefit the
sheep is by way of substitution—he
dies in their stead” (St. John’s Gospel,
p. 725).

The good Shepherd did not give
His life as a martyr for the truth, nor
as a moral example of self-sacrifice.
John 10:11 says Christ died for the
sheep. He died and rose again that
they might have eternal and spiritual
life (John 10:17-18, 28; 17:2). Christ
laid down His life that the sheep might
have eternal life. By nature they were
dead in trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1).
Had Jesus not suffered and died for
them they could not have come into
possession of spiritual and eternal
life—life at its best. In John 10:10-11
we see life saved by the sacrifice of
another life. If the good Shepherd had
not sacrificed Himself, then the sheep
must have been sacrificed.

The Arabic Version renders the lat-
ter part of John 10:10 “that they might
have eternal life.” The Ethiopic \er-
sion of John 10:11 reads: “The good
shepherd gives his life for the redemp-
tion of the sheep.”

John 10:10-11 not only treats of the
nature of the atonement, but it also
sets forth its extent. Christ died for the
sheep and not the goats. In the im-
mediate context the sheep are said to
know Christ’s voice and follow Him
(vv. 4, 16, 27), to know Christ (v. 15),
to believe (v. 26), to possess eternal
life (v. 28), and to never perish (v. 28).
Hence the design of the atonement is
definitely restricted. You cannot take
the term “sheep” beyond those who
are actually saved by Jesus Christ. The
Lord from Heaven laid down His life
for the benefit of the sheep, saving
them from everlasting destruction and
imparting to them everlasting life.
Christ gave His life that the sheep
might live forever. This is why He
gave His life. If one sheep for whom
He laid down His life fails to enjoy
eternal life, then our Lord was a fail-
ure. This can never be said of Him,
for the old prophet wrote of the Mes-
siah: “He shall not fail nor be dis-
couraged” (lsa. 42:4).

The universal atonement of the
Arminians have Christ dying for the
goats. But no verse in the Bible tells
us He died for the goats. They make
the death of Christ a failure, for a great
multitude for whom He laid down His
life, according to them, will be called
upon to lay down their own lives in
eternal torment. The blood of Christ
will be fuel for the flames of Hell, ac-
cording to them. They teach that it is

not the death of Christ which keeps a
man out of Hell, but that it is self-origi-
nated faith in man which makes up
what is lacking in the atonement of
Christ. In truth there is no difference
in a man who teaches salvation by a
meritorious faith than a meritorious
baptism. Both make man his own sav-
ior.

If you think that | have overstated
the case, | will let an Arminian Bap-
tist speak for himself. J. R. Alexander
writes: “The only sin that condemns
a sinner to hell now is personal unbe-
lief in the name of, or in the saving
authority of the only begotten Son of
God. . . .Then the sin that sends men
to hell is the sin of unbelief. And that
is the only sin that condemns and
sends a person to Hell” (The Tulip
Doctrine, p. 54-55).

Sovereign gracers do not deny that
unbelief is a sin which sends men to
Hell, but we deny it is the only sin. A
number of Scriptures list other sins
which send men to Hell (I Cor. 6:9-
10; Eph. 5:3-5; Rev. 21:8). Arminians
like Alexander believe a man is saved
by a self-originated faith which makes
him to differ from others. They teach
the death of Christ saved no one, but
that self-originated faith puts the fin-
ishing touch to salvation.

Unlike them, we do not believe
faith is a product of the natural man
(I1 Thess. 3:2). We believe faith is a
fruit of the Spirit (I Cor. 12:3, 9; Ga.
5:22) which flows from the atonement
of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:29; | Pet. 1:21).
We believe that the death of Christ
actually procured spiritual and eter-
nal life for the sheep. It provided both
faith and eternal life.

(To be continued)
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Continued from page 142

elsewhere. Or in other words be able
to adapt to whatever situation comes
along.

5. Anticipation. While traveling with
Paul, Aquila and Priscilla came to a
place called Ephesus and met a man
called Apollos “an eloquent man,
and mighty in the scriptures” (Acts
18:24). They heard him, saw his po-
tential, and noted his weakness, and
verse 26 tells us that they “took him
unto them, and expounded unto
him the way of God more per-
fectly.” A good pastor’s wife looks for
those who needs help or encourage-
ment and helps her husband as he
works with them. (Her help might just
be providing a cup of coffee or a piece
of dessert while they talk, or it might
consist in her joining in when they talk
about the Scriptures.)

6. Teaching. Not necessarily in the

class room but in life. “The aged
women likewise, that they be in
behaviour as becometh holiness,
not false accusers, not given to
much wine, teachers of good
things; That they may teach the
young women to be sober (or re-
sponsible), to love their husbands,
to love their children, to be dis-
creet, chaste, keepers at home,
good, obedient to their own hus-
band that the word of God be not
blasphemed” (Titus 2:3-5). These are
things that God says must be taught
to the younger women as they grow
up. In order to teach them, the
pastor’s wife must live according to
these verses also.

Please keep in mind that Aquila
and Priscilla did not in any way at-
tempt to take away Paul’s authority
or position as they worked with him
for he said, “Greet Priscilla and
Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus”
(Rom. 16:3). The Psalmist said, “Mine
eyes are ever toward the Lord” (Ps.
25:15). When our eyes are upon the
Lord we are free from the snare of self-
centeredness, self-interest, and self-
promation.

The main way that a pastor’s wife
can teach is by her life, for example
her response to difficulties that come
up in her life teaches others whether
she has faith or not. Her manner of
dress shows that she has respect for
herself, her husband, and her Lord.
“Exhort servants to be obedient
unto their own masters, and to
please them well in all things; not
answering again; not purloining,
but shewing all good fidelity; that
they may adorn the doctrine of
God our Saviour in all things”
(Titus 2:9-10). “In like manner also,
that women adorn themselves in
modest apparel, with shamefaced-
ness and sobriety; not with broided
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly
array; but (which becometh
women professing godliness) with
good works” (I Tim. 2:9, 10).
“Whose adorning let it not be that
outward adorning of plaiting the
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of
putting on of apparel; but let it be
the hidden man of the heart, which
is not corruptible, even the orna-
ment of a meek and quiet spirit,
in that which is in the sight of God
of great price. For after this man-
ner in the old time the holy
women also, who trusted in God,
adorned themselves, being in sub-
jection unto their own husbands:
even as Sarah obeyed Abraham,
calling him lord: whose daughters
ye are, as long as ye do well, and
are not afraid with any amaze-
ment” (I Pet. 3:3-7). “Abstain from
all appearance of evil” (I Thess.

Continued on page 144
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Continued from page 143
5:22).

Please note what the Bible said
about some garments. “And, behold,
there met him a woman with the
attire of an harlot, and subtil of
heart” (Prov. 7:10). God is obviously
telling us that a godly woman will not
dress in such a way as to give the ap-
pearance of a harlot. I believe, as does
my wife, that the Bible is perfectly
clear that a woman should wear a
headcovering in church, therefore she
wears one even if nobody else is do-
ing so. She is not trying to put any-
one down but simply obeying God
regardless of what others do. This is a
perfect example of her teaching obe-
dience to the Lord and to others.

SOME EXAMPLES TO
CONSIDER

1. A church once called a meeting
of the men to discuss a serious prob-
lem. A lady in the church told the
pastor that she would provide coffee
for them. In the meeting, things were
not going as smooth as they should,
so the pastor suggested a coffee break.
When they came into the kitchen they
found the coffee ready and a beauti-
ful tray of cookies. On the cookies was
this note, “Enjoy, | am so thankful for
godly men who are willing to serve
our church. I will be praying for you
as you meet. Leave your mess. It will
be my privilege to clean it up.” The
impact of that note was immediate
and they took care of the problem
very quickly.

2. Note Mary and Martha in Luke
10:38-42: “Now it came to pass, as
they went, that he entered into a
certain village: and a certain
woman named Martha received
Him into her house. And she had
a sister called Mary, which also sat
at Jesus’ feet, and heard His word.
But Martha was cumbered about
much serving, and came to Him,
and said, Lord, dost thou not care
that my sister hath left me to serve
alone? bid her therefore that she
help me. And Jesus answered and
said unto her, Martha, Martha,
thou art careful and troubled
about many things: But one thing
is needful: and Mary hath chosen
that good part, which shall not be
taken away from her.”

Both women honestly desired to
serve the Saviour. Mary wanted to sit
at His feet and learn of Him while
Martha wanted to exercise her privi-
lege of hospitality. Both is right and
neither is wrong. The problem is that
Martha proceeded to the point that
she did not spend any time at the feet
of Jesus and the result was an unlov-
ing attitude. Activity without a loving

attitude is not being helpful. Martha
became distracted by all that she
thought needed to be done and lost
her focus. Doers often struggle with
the proper order of piety and prac-
tice. They become so involved in the
task that they begin focusing on it
rather than on Jesus. It creates an at-
mosphere of competition (see verse
40). “Nobody else is doing anything
but me,” etc. Therefore Martha was
not satisfied with Mary and was dis-
appointed which most always degen-
erates into disapproval towards oth-
ers and the Lord. “Lord, don’t you
care. . .?” Mary, on the other hand,
should have helped Martha with some
of the work so both could sit at the
feet of Jesus and still show hospital-
ity. So you ladies, when you see the
pastor’s wife, who has to be both Mary
and Martha, burdened with the busi-
ness of providing for someone, give
her a hand so she too can “sit at the
feet of Jesus.” The pastor’s wife has to
discipline herself to be concerned
with being hospitable and yet take
time to sit at the feet of Jesus, which is
oftentimes a big task.

Allow me to close with a quote
from someone (and | don’t know who
said it). “MEN ARE THE HEAD
BUT WOMEN ARE THE HEART-
BEAT OF THE CHURCH.” The
pastor’s wife must be the leader and
teacher of the women of the church
by her life and actions as well as
through teaching the Bible.

————t PO ———
Noah's Ark So Small
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to accommodate all the animals that
would go into it, and 8 human beings,
and no more.

So, why was the ark not of suffi-
cient size to have held many thou-
sands of individuals, if they had cho-
sen to avoid the impending world-
wide flood?

The answer is simple. The all-
knowing God knew that only 8 hu-
mans would get on board the ark to
escape his judgment of the world, and
S0 it was not necessary that the ark be
made to house more than those few
individuals.

Now, apply this to the atoning
death of Jesus Christ. If God had the
ark built large enough to accommo-
date only those whom he knew would
get on it, would he have Jesus die for
those whom He knew would not be-
lieve in Him for salvation? No.
Rather, just as the ark was designed
to house only eight humans, so Jesus’
atoning death was designed to save
only those whom the omniscient God
knew would believe on His Son for
salvation.

This makes good sense, does it not?

Moreover, if it is acceptable to us that
Noah’s ark was not intended to hold
an innumerable human population,
should it not be acceptable to us that
Christ’s death was not intended to
save all humanity? Noah’s ark was
limited in its design, and so was
Christ’s death. Christ died to save
only those whom he knew would be-
lieve on him to be saved.

Now, having compared the small-
ness of Noah'’s ark with Christ’s aton-
ing death, I want to point out that his
death will save far more than were
saved by Noah'’s ark.

Matthew 7:14 states, “Strait is the
gate, and narrow is the way, which
leadeth unto life, and few there
be that find it.” But the number re-
ferred to here is small in comparison
to the number who go through the
wide gate, and walk on the broad way
that leads to destruction, as verse 13
states.

In spite of that contrast, still the
number who will be saved will be re-
markably large. Just try and imagine
how many have already been saved
by faith in Christ since the beginning
of time. The number is, no doubt,
staggering. And then think of the
number that will be saved between
now and the end of the day of salva-
tion. Should that end not come for
another 100 years, many thousands,
and even millions, will be saved by
then. And what if the day of salvation
goes on for 1000 more years?

When God ends all opportunities
for the salvation of sinners, we will be
overwhelmed at how many will have
been saved.

Revelation 7:9-14 gives us a clear
statement about this matter: “After
this | beheld, and, lo, a great mul-
titude, which no man could num-
ber, of all nations and kindreds,
and people, and tongues, stood
before the throne, and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes,
and palms in their hands; And
cried with a loud voice, saying,
Salvation to our God which sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb. And all the angels stood
round about the throne, and about
the elders and the four beasts, and
fell before the throne on their
faces, and worshipped God, say-
ing, Amen: Blessing, and glory,
and wisdom, and thanksgiving,
and honor, and power, and might,
be unto our God for ever and ever.
Amen. And one of the elders an-
swered, saying unto me, What are
these which are arrayed in white
robes? and whence came they?
And | said unto him, Sir, thou
knowest. And he said to me, These
are they which came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their
robes, and made them white in the

blood of the Lamb.”

Noah’s ark and Christ’s atonement
were designed to save only a certain
number of individuals. But let us be
ever grateful that the number saved
by Christ will be beyond computa-
tion.

———— e OOODDOONe————
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we saw that we are to worship God
directly without intervention of im-
ages of any kind. In our study of the
Third Commandment we saw that we
are to worship our God sincerely, de-
voutly, adorningly. In today’s study
of the Fourth Commandment we see
the special day on which we are to
worship the Lord as our God.

This command is the longest of any
of the ten in its wording. It shows that
God is the sovereign Lord of our time.
On the sabbath which He has ap-
pointed we are to worship and serve
Him. God must be served and hon-
ored daily, but one day in seven is to
be particularly dedicated to His honor
and spent in His service. This day we
must always remember, for in our
depravity we tend to forget it. The
main reason to remember this day is
to keep it holy unto the Lord.

THE DUTY OF WORK

The Fourth Commandment en-
joins the duty of work: “Six days
shalt thou labour, and do all thy
work.” The Lord commands us to
work six days as well as to rest on the
seventh day. No sooner had God
planted the garden of Eden, than He
put man in it to dress and to keep it.
Eden was the birthplace of industry,
for labor is one of the things which
comes to us from the other side of the
fall. The first of all arts was agricul-
ture, and the first of all laborers of
sinless man! If it was needful that man
work while he was still sinless, how
much more needful is it since he has
fallen and the ground has been cursed
for his sake?

“He who never works is unfitted for
worship. Work is to pave the way for
worship, as worship is to fit us for
work. The fact that any man can es-
cape the observance of this first half
of the Commandment is a sad reflec-
tion upon our modern social order,
and shows how far we have departed
from the Divine plan and ideal. The
more diligent and faithful we are in
performing the duties of the six days,
the more shall we value the rest of the
seventh. It will thus be seen that the
appointing of the Sabbath was not any
arbitrary restriction upon man’s free-
dom, but a merciful provision for his
good: that it is designed as a day of
gladness and not of gloom” (Ten Com-
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mandments by A. W. Pink, pp. 28-29).

The sovereign Lord might have
justly reserved six days for Himself
and allowed us but one, but He did
not. Instead, He gave us six days for
our labor and reserved but one for
Himself. Some believe that God un-
wisely commanded that we work six
days. These people often speak of a
five-day or even a three-day work
week. | am convinced that one of the
reasons for the world-wide recession
in our day is that people have violated
this part of the Fourth Command-
ment. Too many people are paid to
work who never work! The solution
to the economic problems is not a
government handout, but the creation
of new jobs so that a man may feed
his family by the sweat of his brow
(Il Thess. 3:10; Matt. 10:10).

THE DUTY OF REST

The Fourth Commandment also
enjoins the duty of rest: “But the sev-
enth day is the sabbath of the
LORD thy God: in it thou shalt
not do any work.” This day of rest
is not just for “the old folks and
preachers,” but it is for all mankind.
The seventh day is to be a day of rest
for the body, worn-out from the toils
of the week. It is to be a day of rest
for the mind, worn-out with the cares
of the week. It is to be a day of rest
for the heart, worn-out from the griefs
of the week. On this day there is to
be no work on the part of the head of
the family, nor the children, nor the
employees, nor the visitors, nor even
the animals.

Every man tends to forget the Cre-
ator and to become absorbed in his
daily cares and work during the week.
The Lord foresaw this and set apart
the Sabbath as a time when we could
forget our daily routine and remem-
ber God by worship, study, medita-
tion, and prayer. Man must one day
out of seven take time to think about
God and spiritual things. That is why
God made the sabbath day, to give
man an opportunity to engage in such
mental and spiritual exercises as
would tend to strengthen the inner
man.

“This Commandment makes it
clear that God is to be worshipped in
the home, which, of course, inculcates
the practice of family worship. It is
addressed more specifically than any
of the other nine Commandments to
the heads of households and employ-
ers, because God requires them to see
to it that all under their charge shall
observe the Sabbath. To them, more
immediately, God said, ‘Remember
the Sabbath day to keep it holy.’
It is to be strictly set apart to the

honour of the thrice holy God, spent
in the exercises of holy contempla-
tion, mediation and adoration. Be-
cause it is the day which He has made
(Ps. 118:24), we must do nothing to
unmake it. This Commandment for-
bids the omission of any duties re-
quired, a careless performing of the
same, or a weariness in them. The
more faithfully we keep this Com-
mandment, the better prepared shall
we be to obey the other nine” (op. cit.
p. 31).
THE ORIGIN OF THE SAB-
BATH

“Sabbath” is an English translitera-
tion of the Hebrew word shabbath, and
it means “rest.” The sabbath was in-
stituted by God as the crowning act
of creation on the Seventh Day of the
Creation Week. It is as old as the
world and is one of the relics of the
paradisiacal state. In Genesis 2:1-3 we
find its first institution: “Thus the
heavens and the earth were fin-
ished, and all the host of them.
And on the seventh day God
ended his work which he had
made; and he rested on the sev-
enth day from all his work which
he had made. And God blessed
the seventh day, and sanctified it:
because that in it he had rested
from all his work which God cre-
ated and made.”

The Lord God desisted from the
labor of creation on the seventh day.
This was not because He was weary
and needed rest (Isa. 40:28). God
rested on this day as an example for
man. After telling Israel to remember
the sabbath the Lord said: “For in six
days the LORD made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that in them
is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the LORD blessed the
sabbath day, and hallowed it.” God
in the beginning separated the sab-
bath from all other days.

The sabbath was observed by the
people of God throughout the patri-
archal age. It can be seen in Genesis
4:3 which in the marginal reading
says: “At the end of days,” showing
Cain brought his offering on the sab-
bath. It is hinted at again in the divi-
sion of time by Noah into “seven
days” (Gen. 7:4, 10; 8:10, 12). Itis my
firm opinion that it was a part of the
moral law which God revealed to man
in Eden.

That the sabbath existed as a part
of the moral law orally revealed be-
fore the giving of the Ten Command-
ments can be seen in connection with
the manna in the wilderness. In Exo-
dus 16:4-5: “Then said the LORD
unto Moses, Behold, I will rain
bread from heaven for you; and
the people shall go out and gather
a certain rate every day, that | may
prove them, whether they will
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walk in my law, or no. And it shall
come to pass, that on the sixth day
they shall prepare that which they
bring in; and it shall be twice as
much as they gather daily.” Note
the mention of the law before Sinai
in the latter part of verse 4.

“And it came to pass, that on
the sixth day they gathered twice
as much bread, two omers for one
man: and all the rulers of the con-
gregation came and told Moses.
And he said unto them, This is that
which is LORD hath said, To mor-
row is the rest of the holy sabbath
unto the LORD: bake that which
ye will bake to day, and seethe that
ye will seethe; and that which
remaineth over lay up for you to
be kept until morning. And they
laid it up till the morning, as Moses
bade: and it did not stink, neither
was there any worm therein. And
Moses said, Eat that today; for to
day is a sabbath unto the LORD:
to day ye shall not find it in the
field. Six days ye shall bother it;
but on the seventh day, which is
the sabbath, in it there shall be
none” (Ex. 16:22-26).

\erses 27 to 28 declare plainly that
it was already a part of God’s law:
“And it came to pass, that there
went out some of the people on
the seventh day for to gather, and
they found none. And the LORD
said unto Moses, How long refuse
ye to keep my commandments and
my laws?”

That the sabbath antedated the giv-
ing of the written law at Mount Sinai
is plain to me in these verses. When
speaking of the sabbath Moses said,
“This is that which the LORD hath
said.” That it was already law can be
seen in the expressions, “they will
walk in my law,” and “How long
refuse ye to keep my command-
ments and my laws?” This is why
God did not need in the Fourth Com-
mandment to say that Israel ought to
begin to keep the sabbath day. Rather,
He needed only to say: “Remember
the sabbath day, to keep it holy.”

HOW OBSERVED IN ISRAEL

The sabbath in ancient Israel was

observed by cessation from all labor

(Ex. 34:21; Lev. 23:1-3, 27-32; Ezek.
46:1-3). A fire could not be kindled
even for cooking food (Ex. 35:3). Even
the gathering of wood was treated as
a transgression (Num. 15:32-36). No
buying (Neh. 10:31; 13:15-22) or trad-
ing (Amos 8:5) was allowed on the
sabbath. No burden-bearing was per-
mitted (Jer. 17:21-27). Travel was lim-
ited (Ex. 16:29). A body could not be
anointed for burial on the sabbath
(Luke 23:54-56). To profane the sab-
bath was a wicked sin (Ezek. 20:12-
16; 22:8; 23:38; 44:24). The penalty
for defiling this holy day was death
(Ex. 31:15; Num. 15:32-36). The only
exception to this was if the sabbath
was broken through ignorance or mis-
take. Then pardon was extended af-
ter the presentation of a sin offering.

At times the Jews dispensed with
the extreme severity of the law (lsa.
56:2; Ezek. 20:16; 22:8; Lam. 2:6;
Neh. 13:16). On the sabbath a man
could take a poor suffering sheep out
of the ditch (Luke 13:15; 14:5). The
priests could make ready the sacrifice
and replace the showbread. A child
could be circumcised on the sabbath
(John 7:22-23). Even works of neces-
sity could be performed (Matt. 12:1-
8). Hence not all work was prohib-
ited on the Jewish sabbath.

The sabbath was a perpetual cov-
enant sign between Jehovah and the
children of Israel forever (Ex. 31:16-
17; Ezek. 20:12). But as we come to
the end of the Old Testament time the
Jews had abused the sabbath and feast
days until God called them their
sabbaths and their feast days. He
could not longer endure them (lIsa.
1:13). Hence there was a prophecy
that they would cease: “I will also
cause all her mirth to cease, her
feast days, her new moons, and her
Sabbaths, and all her solemn
feasts” (Hos. 2:11). The Jewish Sab-
baths did cease with the resurrection
of Christ from the dead. The sabbath
will be restored to Israel only in the
coming thousand-year reign of Christ
(Isa. 66:23).

A TIME OF REFRESHMENT

The Israelite was to rest on the sev-
enth day to be refreshed: “Six days

Continued on page 146
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thou shalt do thy work, and on the
seventh day thou shalt rest: that
thine ox and thine ass may rest,
and the son of thy handmaid, and
the stranger, may be refreshed”
(Ex. 23:12). “Refreshed” here is the
Hebrew word (naphash) which means
“to breathe.” This was done to imi-
tate God Himself who rested the sev-
enth day and “was refreshed” (EXx.
31:17). This lays the axe to the idea
that the sabbath was an oppressive
institution. This is why Isaiah 58:13
calls the sabbath day a day of delight.
On this day the Israelite was allowed
to catch his breath, together with his
employees, with foreigners, and with
his work animals (Deut. 5:12-14).
A TIME OF WORSHIP OF
JEHOVAH

It is wrong to assume as some do
that the Jewish sabbath was merely a
time for relaxation. God called it His
sabbath: “Ye shall fear every man
his mother, and his father, and
keep my sabbaths: | am the
LORD” (Lev. 19:3, 30; cf. Isa. 56:4;
Ezek. 20:12). Exodus 20:9 in the He-
brew is literally “the seventh day is a
sabbath unto Yahweh thy God” (See
Rotherham). It was a day to be filled
with praise for God. Even the singing
of psalms was not uncommon. The
inscription of Psalm 92 read: “A Psalm
or song for the sabbath day.” Thus the
sabbath was to Israel “a day of glad-
ness” (Num. 10:10; Hos. 2:11), atime
to honor God and delight in the Lord
(Isa. 58:13-14). The priests in the tab-
ernacle doubled the daily offerings by
two lambs of the first year, with the
corresponding meat and drink offer-
ings (Num. 28:9-10), and there were
sacred convocations on this day (Lev.
24:7-8; lIsa. 1:13).

There was a connection between
honoring Jehovah'’s sanctuary and the
sabbath day. “Ye shall keep my
sabbaths, and reverence my sanc-
tuary: | am the Lord” (Lev. 19:30;
cf. 26:2; Ezek. 22:8; 23:38). Why this
connection if the sabbath day was not
a day of special worship of Jehovah?

The sabbath was a day of listening
to the Word of God. When the woman
of Shunem wanted Elisha because of
the death of her son, her husband
asked her why she was going on this
particular day, seeing it was “neither
new moon, nor sabbath” (11 Kings
4:23). From these words we can see
the Jewish sabbath was a day for con-
sulting the prophet and the Word of
God. In Ezekiel 46:3 we can see the
sabbath day was a time of religious
worship: “Likewise the people of
the land shall worship at the door
of this gate before the LORD in

the sabbaths and in the new
moons.” This custom gave rise finally
to synagogue worship. On the sabbath
day the Scripture was read and ex-
plained (Luke 4:16-21; 6:6; Acts 13:14-
41; 15:21) and prayer was offered to
God (Acts 16:13).

The sabbath was to be kept holy
out of respect to God: “Keep the
sabbath day to sanctify it, as the
LORD thy God hath commanded
thee” (Deut. 5:12). “. . .they shall
hallow my sabbaths” (Ezek. 44:24).
This day was to be remembered, for
on this day men were to honor and
serve God.

A DAY OF THANKS FOR
DELIVERANCE

One can see from holy Scripture
the sabbath day as a sign Israel was a
chosen people liberated by God:
“And remember that thou was a
servant in the land of Egypt, and
that the LORD thy God brought
thee out thence through a mighty
hand and by a stretched out arm:
there the LORD thy God com-
manded thee to keep the sabbath
day” (Deut. 5:15). An lIsraelite was to
take off a day of work in order to dem-
onstrate his trust and dependence
upon the Lord. The observance of the
sabbath showed how grateful he was
for the great blessing of his freedom
from slavery under the Egyptians. It
was a weekly reminder of the Jewish
Passover. New Testament Christians
observe a special day in thanksgiving
to God for deliverance from sin by
Christ, our Passover (I Cor. 5:7).

A SIGN OF COVENANT RELA-
TION

When the nation of Israel kept the
sabbath they declared there was a
covenant between them and Jehovah:
“Wherefore the children of Israel
shall keep the sabbath, to observe
the sabbath throughout their gen-
erations, for a perpetual covenant.
It is a sign between me and the
children of Israel for ever: for in
six days the LORD made heaven
and earth, and on the seventh day
he rested, and was refreshed” (Ex.
31:16-17). “For thus saith the LORD
unto the eunuchs that keep my
sabbaths, and choose the things
that please me, and take hold of
my covenant” (Isa. 56:4). “More-
over also | gave them my sabbaths,
to be a sign between me and them,
that they might know that | am
the LORD that sanctify them”
(Ezek. 20:12).

By observing the sabbath an Isra-
elite testified he worshipped the God
who made the world in six days and
rested on the seventh. This distin-
guished him from other people (Neh.
9:14) who had lost the sabbath and
the knowledge of the true God (Rom.
1). A sabbath keeper demonstrated he

had taken hold on God’s covenant
(Isa. 56:2, 4-6). By this act he showed
his love for Jehovah and his position
as a person of the covenant. If he des-
ecrated the sabbath, he manifested the
shallowness of his covenant relation-
ship with the Lord. Even so New Tes-
tament Christians who are in cov-
enant relation with God must distin-
guish themselves by observing the
Christian sabbath.
THE SABBATH MADE FOR
MAN

The substance of the Fourth Com-
mandment is that one day out of
seven belongs to God, just as one-
tenth of our income does. The stress
is upon the seventh day following six
days of labor, not necessarily the sev-
enth day of the week. The keeping of
the sabbath was not abrogated with
the ceremonial law. The Book of He-
brews speaks of many things done
away with by Christ, but then it says:
“There remaineth therefore a
keeping of a sabbath to the people
of God” (Heb. 4:9 margin). Our Lord
declared: “The sabbath was made
for man, and not man for the sab-
bath: Therefore the Son of man is
Lord also of the sabbath” (Mark
2:27-28). In these words Christ does
not speak as a Jew to Jews, but as the
Divine Man to men, instantly raising
the sabbath from a Jewish ordinance
to a command to be obeyed by all
mankind. The basis of the sabbath is
not so much God’s outward, graven
letter, but man’s inward, personal
need.

Our Savior spent much time tell-
ing the disciples how to observe the
sabbath and in freeing it from the tra-
ditions which the Jews had added.
Instead of destroying the sabbath He
brought out its real meaning as being
a day of rest and gladness. Jesus Christ
kept the sabbath, and if we are to fol-
low in His steps we must keep it even
more conscientiously than did the
ancient Jews.

ANOTHER DAY OF WORSHIP

The day of worship in Israel was
the seventh day of the week, namely,
Saturday as we call it today. But for
us it is “another day,” according to
Hebrews 4:8. The day of New Testa-
ment worship is the first day of the
week, or the Lord’s Day. Jesus Christ,
the Lord of the sabbath, did not
change the sabbath, but He did
change the day of the sabbath. The
Christian has a greater sabbath day
than the Jews had. The old sabbath
commemorated the work of creation;
the Christian sabbath the greater work
of redemption.

This is all seen in Hebrews chapter
4. God created the world and insti-
tuted the Sabbath (Heb. 4:4). The old
sabbath was a memorial of the rest of
creation. The prophets foretold “an-

other day” instead of the seventh day
to commemorate a greater rest (Heb.
4:8). Into this greater rest Joshua never
led the Jewish people (Heb. 4:8), but
Jesus Christ did. Our Lord, having fin-
ished the work of redemption, rested
from His work on the first day of the
week (Heb. 4:11), as God had done
from His own on the seventh day.
Therefore, in commemoration of the
glorious rest of redemption there re-
mains a sabbath-keeping to the people
of God (Heb. 4:9 margin reading).
THE DAY WHICH THE LORD
MADE

In Psalm 118:24 there is a proph-
ecy of this new day: “This is the day
which the LORD hath made; we
will rejoice and be glad in it.” At
first one might assume that this verse
means no more that that David’s en-
thronement was the beginning of bet-
ter days for Israel, but by looking at
the context in Psalm 118 and compar-
ing it with Matthew 21:22 and Acts
4:11, you will discover this verse is a
prophecy of the resurrection of Christ.
It must refer to the time we call “the
Lord’s Day,” the day which com-
memorates the resurrection of our
Redeemer. Jesus Christ rose from the
dead as the seventh-day sabbath was
ending—late Saturday afternoon—and
as the first day of the week was begin-
ning—at sunset Saturday afternoon
(Matt. 28:1; Mark 16:9). This was a
new day of God’s own making, the
dawning of a new dispensation. “We
observe the Lord’s Day, as henceforth
our true Sabbath, a day made and
ordained of God, for the perpetual
remembrance of the achievements of
our Redeemer” (C. H. Spurgeon).

The New Testament day of worship
is the first day of the week. The dis-
ciples met for worship on that day
(John 20:19, 26). They listened to the
preaching of the Word (Acts 20:7) and
gave of their means to support the
Lord’s work on the first day of the
week (I Cor. 16:2). The Jewish sab-
bath ended with the resurrection of
Christ. The seventh day sabbath is not
for the Christian church. “Let no
man therefore judge you in meat,
or in drink, or in respect of an
holyday, or of the new moon, or
or the sabbath days: Which are a
shadow of things to come; but the
body of Christ” (Col. 2:16-17). The
entire system of the Jewish Sabbaths,
weekly, monthly, annual, and the sab-
bath of Jubilee, were nailed to the
cross of Christ (Col. 2:13-15). The
Christian must not be judged for fail-
ing to observe the Jewish sabbatical
system.

THE LORD’S DAY

In Revelation 1:10 it is written: “I
was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,
and heard behind me a great
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voice, as of a trumpet.” It has been
the interpretation of the church fathers
and many able scholars that the
Lord’s Day here refers to the first day
of the week, the Christian sabbath.
The Bible calls the ordinance which
commemorates Christ’s death “the
Lord’s supper,” because of the Lord’s
institution of the bread and wine and
the setting of it apart from a common
to a special and sacred use. Likewise,
the Bible calls the first day of the week
“the Lord’s Day,” because the Lord
instituted it and set it apart from com-
mon days to His special worship and
service.

Please observe in Revelation 1:10
that John was under the influence of
the Holy Spirit on the Lord’s Day. He
was not at a family reunion, or on the
creek bank, or on the golf course, or
at the theater, or on the beach, or at a
“gospel” singing. Instead he was en-
gaged in worship of the true God in
Spirit and truth, and so should it be
of us on the Lord’s Day. We should
refrain from all secular labor as far as
possible and shun all worldly recre-
ation (Isa. 58:13-14). We should give
ourselves to the means of grace both
public and private. Let us on this day
gather rest from Christ Who merited
rest for us and so begin to enjoy the
beginning of eternal rest.

Sir Matthew Hale wrote:

“A Sabbath well spent, brings a week of con

tent

And strength for the toils of the morrow;

But a Sabbath profaned, whate’er may be

gained

Is a certain forerunner of sorrow.”

CONCLUSION

1. The Christian sabbath is known
in our time as the Lord’s Day. People
attend Sunday school and church and
then spend the rest of the day in vari-
ous recreations. It is no longer a holy
day but a holiday. The Lord’s Day is
not a time for sporting events, or
school assignments, or making trips
for recreation, or going on a shopping
spree, or going to the beach. It is a
day to be kept holy unto the Lord in
memory of His glorious resurrection
for our justification.

2. The Old Testament and Jesus
Christ taught works of necessity and
works of mercy can be done on the
sabbath. People who work in health
care such as doctors and nurses may
work on the Lord’s Day. | would in-
clude with these police officers, fire-
men, emergency rescue personal, and
others. Sunday is a busy day for any
pastor. But in our secularized society
the element of “necessity” and
“mercy” have been replaced with
“economic productivity” and “profit.”

A Christian should as much as pos-
sible avoid secular work on the Lord’s
Day. In some cases he might have to
seek another job.

3. The Christian sabbath should be
a day of rest, refreshment, and re-
membering our Savior. Some extreme
sabbatarians would make the Lord’s
Day a yoke of bondage like the Phari-
sees in the time of Christ. But
antinomians would go to the other
extreme saying, “On Sunday you can
be free and enjoy yourselves, relax
and do whatever you please.” We
must avoid a rigid sabbatarianism as
well as irresponsible antinomianism.

4. The Lord rested after creation
because He saw what He created was
very good. But the rest of creation did
not last. It was ruined by sin, and
man’s relationship to God was ruined
too. Jesus Christ came and reconciled
man to God by His death on the cross.
Christ arose for our justification as it
dawned toward the first day of the
week and entered into His redemp-
tive rest. By faith a man can enter into
Christ’s perfect work and enjoy rest
with the Lord (Matt. 11:28). Then he
can look forward to heavenly rest and
millennial rest.

OOt

Is It Sell-Out
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Truman in 1945. Chapter 5 gives the
UN “primary responsibility for world
peace” and obligates all members “to
accept and carry out UN decisions.”

Internationalists love it—and have
been gnawing away at our constitu-
tional guarantees ever since, i.e., what-
ever the traffic will bear.

AMERICA-HATERS

The socialist European Union (EU)
and Third World America-haters want
the United States brought to bay by
the UN Charter for World Democ-
racy, boldly unveiled last fall at their
New York summit.

They want U. S. taxpayers money
to0—$582 million in dough we don’t
owe for “back dues” plus $244 mil-
lion more for next year’s dues. All this,
despite the $19 billion the U. S. paid
for UN “peacekeeping” since 1992.
Far, far more than any other nation
paid.

The crowning insult, however, was
kicking the U. S. off the UN Human
Rights Commission and installing
China and Cuba—two of the world’s
worst offenders. A follow-up insult
was voting Iran onto the UN Narcotic
Control Board—Iran, the world’s fore-
most drug-pusher.

NO ALLY SUPPORT

Not a single U. S. “ally” objected
to the U. S. ouster from these key UN
panels. Obviously, the EU, along with

China and other socialist, communist
and rogue nations want to kill U. S.
influence—but, keep the checks com-
ing, please!

These UN stalwarts are piqued at
the Americans for, among other
things, opposing the UN International
Court that would deny constitutional
rights to U. S. citizens, pulling out of
the Kyota Treaty on global warming
that is biased against American indus-
try and cutting back on U.S. dues.
They call us “selfish and arrogant.”

The fact is: Absolutely no nation
has been more generous.

U. S. STALWARTS

So, what about the U. S. stalwarts?
President Bush supports Annan for a
second term and promises to “work
with the Congress to get the money
for the UN.”

Despite the anti-American insults,
our Congress is not withholding the
$582 million in alleged “back dues”—
only a Milquetoast move to make next
year’s dues contingent on readmission
of the United States to the Human
Rights Commission.

Our secretary of state, Colin
Powell, wants to pay it all. Rep.
Cynthia McKinney (D-Ga.) agreed,
“How can we expect UN reform if we
go back on our word and refuse to
pay?” What do Georgians say?

What better route to reason with a
surly United nations than through the
pocketbook? And how about a little
fair play?

WHY SEND MONEY?

Moreover, why should American
taxpayers send money to an organi-
zation that slaps them in the face, in-
sult after insult, while stealing steadily
down the road to inflict world gov-
ernment on them—while our leaders
in Washington play footsie and en-
dure humiliation no self-respecting
American would ever accept?

Diplomacy? Sure, but with firm,
polite and unmistakable resolve to
preserve, protect and defend our sov-
ereignty and precious freedoms.

SYCOPHANTS

So, why do our legislators, presi-
dent and judges act like sycophants
with Kofi Annan, the man who
openly challenges their power?

Rep. Amo Houghton (R-N.Y.) told
Annan recently, “I’m so glad to see
you. Remember, I’'m in your corner.”
And another New Yorker, Rep. Ben
Gilman, “We should meet more. . .to
share our thoughts.” Annan won en-
thusiastic welcomes also from Senate
Majority Leader Tom Daschle and
from members of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In a “first ever,” the U. S. Supreme
Court had a “get-acquainted” session
with Annan, where several justices
expressed a need to “harmonize” with
UN-created “international law.” Why

not stick to our constitution?

After a 1998 meeting with judges
of the European Court of Justice, U.
S. Justice Sandra O’Connor an-
nounced “the need to draw upon the
jurisprudence of other jurisdictions.”
Why not stick to our constitution?

SELL-OUT

Are we seeing a sell-out to “global
goverance” under an empowered
United Nations by our leaders—too
naive to know or closet international-
ists at heart?

Many observers have long warned
us. Now, even former New York Times
editor A. M. Rosenthal, life-long lib-
eral and strong UN fan, calls the UN
mess “Agonies of dreams forsaken,”
as, stage by stage, the original motives
have been so twisted that “the UN
barely exists.”

Absolutely, the UN is not working.
It is a nightmare of money-grabbing,
carping socialists hell-bent to crush
everything in its path to world gov-
ernment. Mr. Rosenthal couldn’t quite
say that.

The United Nations is the wrong
place for Americans and other free-
dom-lovers. The American Sover-
eignty Act (HR 1146) is the bill to end
United States membership. It should
be passed by our Congress. Mean-
while, American taxpayers should
demand: Absolutely no more money
to the United Nations.

What a victory that would be. Are
there enough patriots to do it?

(Captain Evans’ columns are dis-
tributed by the Americanism Educa-
tional League of Buena Park, Cal.)

et OB
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translated “atonement” in our KJV,
itis translated “pitch” in Genesis 6:14.
An atonement or propitiation is a cov-
ering for sin. Strong says this word
means “to appease, to cancel, to dis-
annul, to forgive, or pardon, to rec-
oncile, to purge away.”

We can see what an atonement or
propitiation is by its use in the Old
Testament. It signifies to cover sin
from God’s sight: “Blessed is he
whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered” (Ps. 32:1).
When God pardons sin He covers it.
When sin remains upon the sinner his
sins are not covered: “And cover not
their iniquity, and let not their sin
be blotted out from before thee. .
. (Neh. 4:5). At times it means that
sins have been purged away: “. . .as
for our transgression, thou shalt
purge (kaphar) them away” (Ps. 65:3;
cf. Isa. 6:7). In the Old Testament
some people had a covering for their

Continued on page 148
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sins while others did not. Some had
their sins purged away while the sins
of others remained upon them. Some
people had an atonement; others did
not.

This same Hebrew word (kaphar)
is translated “forgive”: “But he, be-
ing full of compassion, forgave
(kaphar) their iniquity, and de-
stroyed them not. . .” (Ps. 78:38).
Of others it was written: “Yet LORD,
thou knowest all their counsel
against me to slay me: forgive not
their iniquity. . .” (Jer. 18:23). Those
really and truly forgiven of their sins
by God never became unforgiven,
and neither was there a person for
whom God provided forgiveness who
never received it. Israel made no
atonement for the Gentile nations.

The Hebrew word for atonement
or propitiation is sometimes translated
“pardon.” In 11 Chronicles 30:18 it is
written: “But Hezekiah prayed for
them, saying, The good LORD
pardon (kaphar) every one.” Our
English word “pardon” means “to re-
lease (a person) from punishment, not
punish for crimes or offenses.” In the
Old Testament there was no such
thing as a person being pardoned of
sins by God and being punished for
them at the same time. A person be-
ing punished for his sins had received
no pardon from God.

The Hebrew word for atonement
in one form (kapporeth) is translated
“mercy seat” (Ex. 35:12; 39:35). This
was because of the expiation made
once a year on the great day of atone-
ment (Lev. 16). The mercy seat was
the lid of the ark which is a type of
Christ as the Propitiatory. The blood
sprinkled mercy seat hid the law (EX.
25:21; 40:20), and it typified how
Christ’s blood covers the law’s claims
and sentences for us.

Looking at other Scriptures, the
word atonement or propitiation sig-
nifies a pledge, satisfaction, redemp-
tion, or ransom (Num. 35:31-32; cf.
Heb. 12:24). It signified a gift to ap-
pease God’s wrath (Gen. 32:20), a
surety which under went wrath for
another man (Prov. 21:18; cf. Rev.
12:11).

Sin makes God angry: “God
judgeth the righteous, and God is
angry with the wicked every day”
(Ps. 7:11). Before a person’s sins could
be forgiven the wrath of God against
the sinner had to be appeased by a
bloody sacrifice: “For the life of the
flesh is in the blood: and I have
given it to you upon the altar to
make an atonement (kaphar) for
your souls: for it is the blood that
maketh an atonement (kaphar) for

the soul” (Lev. 17:11). When the
wrath of God against sin is appeased
by a suitable blood atonement He is
satisfied: “And in that day thou
shalt say, O LORD 1| will praise
thee: though thou wast angry with
me, thine anger is turned away,
and thou comfortedst me” (lsa.
12:1).

God is holy and must strike some-
where in His wrath when sin is com-
mitted, either the sinner or his lawful
Substitute. Strictly speaking, God does
not forgive sins. They must be atoned
for, some one must suffer for them—
the person himself or his covenant
Head. In the case of the elect the
sword of divine justice fell on Christ:
“Awake, O sword, against my shep-
herd, and against the man that is
my fellow, saith the LORD of
hosts: smite the shepherd. . .” (Zech.
13:7). ““. . .and the LORD hath laid
on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa.
53:6). Christ has been made sin (Il
Cor. 5:21) and has suffered for our sins
(I Pet. 3:18). Now the sword of divine
vengeance sleeps for the believer.

PROPITIATION IN THE NEW
TESTAMENT
There are three Greek words which

have to do with propitiation in the
New Testament. First, there is
hilaskomai which means “to appease,
make an atonement or expiation for”
(Heb. 2:17). Second, there is hilasterion
which means “propitiatory, invested
with propitiatory power” (Rom. 3:25).
Third, there is hilasmos which means
“propitiation, expiation; one who
makes expiation” (I John 2:2; 4:10).
(Please see Analytical Greek Lexicon, p.
201 for these definitions).

Baker’s Dictionary of Theology defines
“propitiation” as signifying “the turn-
ing away of wrath by an offering” (p.
424). The Encyclopedia of Religious
Knowledge says it means “a sacrifice
offered to God to avert the punish-
ment of sin, and secure the bestow-
ment of his favor” (p. 961, 1855 edi-
tion). A Theological Dictionary by
Charles Buck gives it as “a sacrifice
offered to God to assuage his wrath,
and render Him propitious” (p. 500,
1830 edition).

GOD AND PROPITIATION

In Romans 3:25 it is written:
“Whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation (hilasterion) through
faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of

I'M TOO BLESSED TO BE STRESSED
AND TOO ANOINTED TO BE
DISAPPOINTED

By Bob Ford

I refuse to be discouraged,
To be sad or to cry.
I refuse to be downhearted,
And here’s the reason why:
I have a God who is almighty;
Who is sovereign and supreme.
I have a God who loves me,
And I am on His team.
He is all-wise and powerful;
Jesus is His name.
Though everything else is changeable,
My God remains the same.
I refuse to be defeated,
My eyes are on my God.
He has promised to be with me,
As through this life I trod.
I am looking past my circumstances
To Heaven’s throne above.
My prayers have reached the heart of God.
I am resting in His love.
I give thanks to Him for everything.
My eyes are on His face.
The battle is His; the victory is mine;
He will help me win the race.
I repeat. “I’m too blessed to be stressed.”

sins that are past, through the
forebearance of God.” A. H. Strong
says the Greek word here means “an
expiatory place, an atoning victim, the
mercy seat” (See Strong). This same
Greek word is translated “mercyseat”
in Hebrews 9:5. In Romans 3:25 it
clearly means “a propitiatory sacri-
fice,” or “the place of expiation.” It
denotes that which propitiates God or
His justice. It suggests Christ appeased
the wrath of God for our sins and ob-
tained His favor for us. Conybeare
and Howson render Romans 3:25:
“For Him hath God set forth, in His
blood, to be a propitiatory sacrifice
by means of faith, thereby to mani-
fest the righteousness of God.” A pro-
pitiation is a means of removing di-
vine wrath from the sinner.

The teaching of Christ as an expia-
tory sacrifice for our sins pervades the
New Testament. Christ is said to have
“given himself as an offering and
a sacrifice” (Eph. 5:2). “But this
man, after he had offered one sac-
rifice for sins for ever, sat down
on the right hand of God” (Heb.
10:12). “The next day John seeth
Jesus coming unto him, and saith,
Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world”
(John 1:29). God is righteous in pass-
ing over the sins of those for whom
Christ is an atoning sacrifice. The
death of Christ appeased the wrath
of God and secured God'’s favor for
the covenant people.

In the OId Testament every sacri-
fice was intended to expiate the guilt
of man and to propitiate the anger of
God. Therefore, the Sacrifice of all
sacrifices must have effected that
which the others only foreshadowed.
“For even Christ our Passover is
sacrificed for us” (I Cor. 5:7). Christ
is our Passover because His death, like
the pascal lamb, averts from us death
and damnation. The sacrifice of Christ
expiated guilt and turned away God’s
wrath from those for whom it was
made. In what sense is Christ an of-
fering and sacrifice for others, if He
expiated no guilt, endured no curse,
bare no wrath, and exhausted no pen-
alty for them?

Christ was foreordained of God to
be a propitiation to those who have
faith in His blood. He is not such to
those who die in unbelief, and “all
men have not faith” (11 Thess. 3:2).
He is not a propitiation for those who
never come to faith in His blood. By
“faith in his blood” | mean the
blood of Christ, as a propitiatory sac-
rifice, is the ground of the confidence
expressed. Faith apprehends the meri-
torious grounds of our acceptance.

SIN AND PROPITIATION

In I John 2:2 it is written: “And he

is the propitiation (hilasmos) for our

Continued on page 149
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sins: and not for ours only, but also
for the sins of the whole world.”
The word “propitiation” does not
have a new meaning here. It means
the wrath of God against sin, de-
manded by His justice, is appeased
on account of the death of Christ. The
recipients of Christ’s atonement have
a covering for their sins. Their sins are
pardoned, cancelled, forgiven, etc.

What are we to understand by the
term “the whole world”? Has the
death of Christ appeased the wrath
of God against sin for every person of
Adam’s race? Does this verse teach
universal salvation of all men without
exception? So far as | know, no one
but a few Universalists affirm such.
Calvinists make “the whole world”
to be the whole number of elect Gen-
tiles. Arminians would limit it to all
who believe the gospel. Neither Cal-
vinists nor Arminians believe the pas-
sage teaches the whole race of Adam
will be saved.

Sovereign gracers let the word
“propitiation” have its natural and
normal meaning in | John 2:2. We
have an atonement which atones, a
sacrifice which satisfies, a redemption
which really redeems. The Arminian
has a prospective atonement. He con-
tends the propitiatory work of Christ
made possible a man’s salvation, if
man will add his meritorious faith to
what is lacking in Christ’s atonement.
According to them, faith can do more
than the sufferings and death of Christ
did, making faith man’s savior. Their
whole scheme minimizes the atone-
ment of Christ and makes His blood
fuel for the flames of Hell.

Arminians would change “is” in |
John 2:2 to “may-be-so,” but that is
not what the verse says: “And he IS
the propitiation for our sins: and
not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world.” Whatever
the term “whole world” means we
can be certain that Christ appeased
God’s wrath for the sins of the “whole
world” and secured the favor of God
for them. John speaks of a real atone-
ment, not a prospective one.

I heard some person ask, “Then
what does the term ‘whole world’
mean in | John 2:2?” This expression
occurs again in 1 John 5:19: “And we
know that we are of God, and the
whole world lieth in wickedness.”
“Whole world” in I John 5:19 means
the wicked world which does not in-
clude the godly world. This same use
of “whole world” is seen in Revela-
tion 12:9: “. . .the Devil, and Satan,
which deceiveth the whole world.
.. The term “whole world” means
the material world in Mark 8:36: “For

what shall it profit a man, if he
shall gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul?” The term
“whole world” has a limited sense
in other New Testament texts (Matt.
26:13; Rev. 16:14). I do not believe
there is a New Testament text where
the term “whole world” means all
of Adam’s race without exception.

The other verses where propitiation
is mentioned (Rom. 3:25; Heb. 2:17;
I John 4:10) restrict propitiation to
believers, or God’s elect. Then why
give the word a new meaning in I John
2:2, ameaning which it does not have
any other place in the New Testa-
ment? In truth there is no reason to
do so.

I understand by “the whole
world” in I John 2:2 what the old
Baptists and Puritans understood.
Jesus Christ is the propitiation for the
sin not only of believing Jews, but like-
wise of believing Gentiles the world
over. John often addressed Jewish
believers who were at the beginning
of the Christian dispensation (I John
1:1; 2:7, 13, 18-19). This passage is
very much like John 11:50-52: “Nor
consider that it is expedient for
us, that one man should die for
the people, and that the whole
nation perish not. And this spake
he not of himself: but being high
priest that year, he prophesied that
Jesus should die for that nation;
And not for that nation only, but
that also he should gather together
in one the children of God that
were scattered abroad.”

LOVE AND
PROPITIATION

In 1John 4:10 it is written: “Herein
is love, not that we loved God, but
that he loved us, and sent his Son
to be the propitiation (hilasmos) for
our sins.” Sin deserves and demands
the wrath of God. This wrath of God
feeds upon us, or upon One instead
of us. God in love gave Jesus Christ
to be our propitiation, and now the
Father sees not us nor our sins, but
Him. The first advent was a mission
which culminated in making “his Son
the propitiation for our sins.” By
His sufferings and death our Lord
appeased the wrath of God against the
sins of the elect and secured for them
God’s favor.

Man by nature is not in love with
God. John says: “Not that we loved
God.” The love of God for us was not
procured by our love for Him. | John
4:19 tells us: “We love him, because
he first loved us.” God loved us
when we were enemies and sinners
(Rom. 5:8-10). His love was before
ours, for He loved us from eternity
past (Jer. 31:3). Everlasting love can
have no cause except God’s own good
pleasure; He loves us because it
pleased Him to do so. To say God

chose none to eternal life apart from
foreseen faith and good works is to
make God’s love a mercenary love!
CHRIST AND PROPITIATION

In Hebrews 2:17 it is written:
“Wherefore in all things it be-
hoved him to be made like unto
his brethren, that he might be a
merciful and faithful high priest
in things pertaining to God, to
make reconciliation (hilaskomai) for
the sins of the people.” The word
“reconciliation” is a translation of the
word often rendered “propitiation” in
other verses in KJV (Rom. 3:25; |
John 2:2; 4:10). Here we can see the
close connection between the word
“reconciliation” and “propitiation.” A
propitiation is a reconciliation, or vice
versa. Jesus Christ made a real and
true reconciliation between God and
His people. “For if, when we were
enemies, we were reconciled to
God by the death of his son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall
be saved by his life” (Rom. 5:10; cf.
Col. 1:21). Christ by means of His
death pacified God, against whom
sins are committed, and thereby rec-
onciled God and the sinner. By ap-
peasing God’s wrath, Christ freed us
from the guilt and punishment of sin.

I understand by “for the people”
the seed of Abraham in verse 16, the
children of God in verses 13-14, the
brethren in verses 11-12, the many
sons Christ will bring to glory and of
whom He is the Captain of their sal-
vation in verse 10.

THE SINNER AND
PROPITIATION

In Luke 18:13 it is written: “And
the publican, standing afar off,
would not lift up so much as his
eyes unto heaven, but smote upon
his breast, saying, God be merci-
ful (hilaskomai) to me a sinner.” The
word in Luke 18:13 translated “mer-
ciful” is the same Greek word trans-
lated in our KJV “propitiation” and
“reconciliation.” The margin of the

RV rightly renders it “be propiti-
ated.” Rotherham’s in his literal trans-
lation gives it: “O God! be propiti-
ated unto me, the sinner.”

The idea of mercy through a pro-
pitiation enters into this prayer. It
implies the need of expiation in or-
der to reconciliation with God. The
publican thought of the sacrificial sig-
nificance of the offerings connected
with the hour of evening prayer (Luke
1:9-10). It is as if he said, “See the
blood on the mercy seat and be pro-
pitiated toward me because of Him
who will make propitiation for me.”
It was a most earnest and humble
petition from the heart, giving utter-
ance of profound repentance, an all-
absorbing desire for the favor of God,
through mercy alone, as the fruit of
atonement.

CONCLUSION

1. Atonement is a work of Christ
directed toward God, whereby Christ
has satisfied the claims of the justice
of God and procured for His elect
pardon and acceptance. Now God is
propitiated. Hebrews 8:12 of
Rotherham’s translation reads: “Be-
cause propitious will | be to their
unrighteousness.” God’s propitious-
ness flows from the propitiatory of
Christ’s sacrifice.

2. Expiation has to do with the re-
moval of guilt from the sinner. Propi-
tiation has to do with God’s justice
being propitiated.

3. There is no remission of sins
without punishment. God does not
forgive sin. He punishes the sinner or
the sinner’s Savior.

4. Arminians limited the power of
the atonement; Calvinists the people
of the atonement.

5. If Christ has not made satisfac-
tion for your sins, you must suffer for
them. “He that covereth his sins
shall not prosper: but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them
shall have mercy” (Prov. 28:13). Do
you have faith in the blood of Christ?
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first sets for himself. Although not infallible, they are in my honest opinion some of the best to come
out in many years. Volumes are sold separately, and there is no discount on the set from the pub-
lishers. I would buy the one on Acts last as it is the poorest in the set. These are hardcover books of

(Gal., Eph., Phil., Col., and Phil€. ) ..o s $24.99
Volume 2 (Matt., Mark) ......ccccococvrvreerinisniniseiennns
Volume 3 (1, 2 Thess., 1, 2 Tim., Titus) .......ccccou...
VOIUME 4 (1, 2 COL.) coveriiceeieeee e
Volume 5 (1, 2 Peter, 1, 2, 3 John, Jude) ................
VoIUME 6 (JONN) oo
VOIUME 7 (LUKE) v
Volume 8 (HEDIEWS) ...c.cvvveiiieeeceeeee s
Volume 9 (ACES, JAMES) ....vceiieeiieieeieeee e
Volume 10 (Revelation) ......c.ccccccvevveerinieieiieenins
Volume 11 (ROMANS) ..cvvvieieiiiiereesieesesiereneseeienennns
For postage on the first add $2.50 and .50 for each additional book after this. If you buy the
whole set, we will ship them to you free. Order from our Bookstore.

..................................................................... $24.99
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What does 1 Corinthians 11:16 mean in the context of the top verses?? --- Mississippi

Garner Smith
113 Keith Drive
Clarksville, TN 37043

Pastor
Faith Baptist Church
" 2590 Madison Ext.
Clarksville, TN 37043

| believe that Paul under the total
control of the Holy Spirit is saying that
it is not for a church or individual to
question God’s commands but obey
them. It seems to me that the apostle
is simply stating that the early
churches had no custom of contend-
ing against the teaching of the scrip-
tures even if they didn’'t understand
all about them.

I know there are those who try to
make this scripture say that if some-
one disagrees with some teaching of
the pastor that they have a right to
disagree and not follow the teaching
and others are not to contend against
them. | do not believe an honest and
objective exegesis of this scripture will
result in such an interpretation.

I believe Paul is saying as the
apostle Peter in Acts 5:29 that we
should always obey the Lord’s com-
mands and not be always contentious
about them trying to find some way
to keep from having to practice keep-
ing the scriptures.

GARNER SMITH

David O'Neal
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107

Pastor
Grace Missionary
Baptist Church
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107
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“Now | praise you, brethren,
that ye remember me in all things,
and keep the ordinances, as | de-
livered them to you” (I Cor. 11:2).
In instructing the Corinthian
church concerning the gathering of
believers, Paul uses the word “ordi-
nances” which is in the plural. This
chapter deals with two important or-
dinances. It would be just as correct
to set aside what Paul taught about the
Lord’s Supper in verses 20-30 as to
set aside what is said in verses 3-15
about the head covering. Why would

Paul waste his time and fill this much
space in the precious Word of God to
teach something that was not neces-
sary.

When a woman attends the wor-
ship services of the church without a
head covering she dishonors her head
which is man. “God has appointed
that because man is the head, because
headship or dominion or rule has
been delegated by God unto the
hands of man, God has ordained that
that shall be symbolically shown forth
when he enters the house of God. His
head shall be uncovered; his head
shall be revealed; his head shall be
manifest, because God has given to
him the headship. But because God
has not given headship to the woman,
because he has placed her in subjec-
tion to man, therefore that must be
symbolically shown forth by her hav-
ing her head covered” (Arthur W.
Pink).

I Corinthians 11:16 must be under-
stood within the context. Paul would
not have spent this much time with a
subject that was not important. He
simply said that, if there were conten-
tions about his teaching of the head
covering, he had no other practice
than this; and neither do the churches
of God.

DAVID O’'NEAL

Jimmie B. Davis
309 Carroll Road
Fulton, MS 38843

Pastor
Sovereign Grace
Baptist Church
100 James Street
Fulton, MS 38843
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In all honesty it must be pointed
out that the interpretation given to |
Corinthians 11:1-16 is not the same
in all Landmark, Sovereign Grace
Baptist Churches. As far as | know all
of our churches (Landmark & Sover-
eign Grace) are in agreement on the
order of the sexes and the subjection
of a wife to her husband outlined in
these verses. The main point of dif-
ference appears to rest on the wear-
ing of an artificial head-covering dur-
ing church services.

As | see it there are two positions
taken by our people on the subject,
with some small variations in each
position on the part of some.

(1). The wearing of an artificial
head-covering is a church ordinance,
based on Paul’s statement in verse 2.
The covering is to be worn during
church services, and is not required
when a woman is with her husband
in other public places. That the cov-
ering God gave to awoman (long hair)
is not sufficient when gathered in a
service of the church.

(2). The wearing of the head cov-
ering or veil was a custom in Middle
Eastern countries, which at the time
of Paul’s writings to Corinth showed
a wife’s recognition of the headship
of her husband and her fidelity to him.
That women were veiled in all public
appearances, as is the custom in these
countries today. That being “shorn”
or “shaven” would have required un-
faithful wives to be covered, having
lost their God-given covering.

Since | believe that God gave two
ordinances to His church—baptism
and the Lord’s Super, I view the arti-
ficial head-covering as a custom.

Brethren who believe in an artifi-
cial head-covering say that verse 16
means that there is no such custom as
not having an artificial head-covering
to be worn by women in church ser-
vices.

It is my view that long hair is a suf-
ficient covering in our church services,
and | have never sought to be con-
tentious if a church practices or does
not practice the custom of an artifi-
cial head-covering for women.

JIMMIE B. DAVIS

Tom Ross
6339 County Rd. 15
South Point, OH
45680
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“But if any man seem to be con-
tentious, we have no such custom,
neither the churches of God” (I
Cor. 11:16).

The context would seem to indicate
that the churches of the Lord Jesus
Christ during the ministry of Paul had
no such custom of women coming
into the assembly without an artificial
covering on. Paul, under the inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit, is saying that
we have no such custom that women

Pastor
Mount Pleasant
Baptist Church

6939 County Rd. 15
Chesapeake, OH
45619

would come to public worship un-
veiled. It was customary and scriptural
for a woman to wear the artificial head
covering as a symbol of her submis-
sion to the Lord, as well as her hus-
band. It was against custom as well as
Scripture to come to church uncov-
ered.

Matthew Henry, an old commen-
tator observed: “It was a common
usage of the churches for women to
appear in public assemblies, and join
in public worship veiled: and it was
manifestly decent that she do so.
Those must be very contentious in-
deed who would quarrel with this, or
lay it aside.” (Volume 6, p. 652).

It is folly to try and use verse 16 as
a means of overturning the previous
15 verses concerning the teaching of
the woman’s head covering. | can do
no better than to quote Milburn
Cockrell to establish this point:

“It is strange to me that verse 16 is
used by some to overturn what Paul
had said about a woman'’s covering,
but not to overturn any other thing
that he said in this chapter! They do
not use it to overturn what Paul said
about the headship of man over the
woman, or the woman having long
hair, or the man short hair. Why not
use verse 16 to overturn these truths
as well? If they followed their rule
used against the head covering, they
would also teach that women no
longer ought to be in subjection to the
men, that men should have long hair
and women short hair, and that men
ought to wear their hats in public
worship! Oh, consistency! thou art a
jewel Divine” (The Veiled Woman, p.
21).

TOM ROSS
—————e e ODOD OOt

Outlines for
Country Preachers
by a
Country Preacher

Sermon Outlines
by Milburn Cockrell

These are verse by verse outlines
on various books of the Bible.

Volume 1 - Esther $3.50
Volume 2 - Micah $4.00
Volume 3 - Philemon $3.50
Volume 4 - Habakkuk $3.50
Volume 5 - Ecclesiastes $4.00
Volume 6 - Song of Solomon $4.00
Volume 7 - Malachi $3.50

Add $2 for postage and handling. Order
from the Berea Baptist Bookstore, PO
Box 39, Mantachie, MS 38855.
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Is it wrong for a pastor (or his wife) to wear shorts? What about removing his shirt for yardwork? What about pants

on women in church?? -- Louisana

David O'Neal
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107

Pastor
Grace Missionary
Baptist Church
2750 South 53rd
West Ave
Tulsa, OK 74107
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In Genesis 3:10 we find that Adam
and Eve had sinned against God and
discovered that they were naked. The
word “naked” is used to show the
shame of being exposed. There is
more involved here than the body
being without a covering. They had
sinned against God and had become
exposed as sinners. God made coats
of skins to cover their bodies that their
shame would not be exposed. Both
their bodies and their sins were in
need of a covering. God was the first
to shed blood. When He made coats
of skins, He also shed the blood of an
animal which was a type of Christ. |
believe that God provided both cov-
erings needed.

Adam and Eve were ashamed
when they discovered that they were
naked. Having no clothing, they at-
tempted to cover themselves with fig
leaves (Gen. 3:7). In Genesis 9 Ham
saw the nakedness of his father and
told his two brethren. His two breth-
ren took a garment, went backward,
and covered their father. They did not
see their father’s nakedness. Because
of what Ham did, Noah cursed Ham’s
son Canaan. It is a shame to be na-
ked, or to look upon the nakedness
of another person.

There is not much in the Bible that
would give us a guideline as to just
how much of a man’s body should be
covered. | am not the judge of others,
but I believe that a man should keep
his body covered in public. The Bible
does give us instructions as to how
women professing godliness should
dress. “In like manner also, that
women adorn themselves in mod-
est apparel, with shamefacedness
and sobriety; not with broided
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly
array” (I Tim. 2:9). The word “mod-
est” is defined as: “orderly, well-ar-
ranged, decent”; and the word “ap-
parel” is defined as: “to send or let
down, to lower, was primarily a gar-
ment let down” (W. E. Vine). Women

are not to expose their bodies.

The subject of pants will always be
one of which many will disagree. |
find no problem with pants on a
woman when they tend to cover and
not reveal the body. I believe that this
is far better than the short hemlines
that many women are wearing today.
A woman is to dress in modest ap-
parel. Both men and women should
dress in such a way to encourage wor-
ship in the church. If pants are a prob-
lem to some, the women should not
wear them (Rom. 4:21).

DAVID O’'NEAL

Garner Smith
113 Keith Drive
Clarksville, TN 37043

Pastor

—— Faith Bapti§t Church
1 2590 Madison Ext.

Clarksville, TN 37043

The word “modest” here in the
Greek is kosmios meaning orderly. The
context of this verse is seen in verses
10-15. Showing there is a divine or-
der of the sexes and such should be
maintained in dress.

Shorts would never be modest wear
for men or women. We are never to
dress in such a way as to cause the
opposite sex to think immoral
thoughts. | do not believe a normal
heterosexual man can look upon a
scantly clad lady without having
wrong thoughts and shorts is such
dress.

I personally believe that women
and men ought always to dress in such
a way as to remove all doubt as to
what their sex is. Men should dress in
normal men’s clothing and women in
women’s clothes. | Dbelieve
Deuteronomy 22:5 is just as relevant
today as the law against rape and for-
nication in verses 22-29.

I know some of my esteemed breth-
ren do not agree with me concerning
women wearing long pants, blue jeans
etc., but | had rather be wrong believ-
ing what | do than be wrong believ-
ing and practicing what they believe
concerning this matter. My personal
conviction is that men and women
should always dress in such a way as
to cover part of their body that might
attract sexual attention from the other
sex, dress that is always descent and

never pertains to the opposite sex,
such as men wearing long hair,
dresses, jewelry etc., and women wear
anything that might be considered
masculine or unisex.

God says be separate and different,
but Satan says join together and all
be alike.

GARNER SMITH

Jimmie B. Davis
309 Carroll Road
Fulton, MS 38843

Pastor
Sovereign Grace
Baptist Church
100 James Street
Fulton, MS 38843
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All of us, including preachers and
their wives, should realize that naked-
ness is sinful and shameful in a pub-
lic display. The Bible most certainly
sets forth the fact that we need a cov-
ering for our nakedness. After their
fall into sin Adam and Eve still had
the sense to see their need of a cover-
ing for their nakedness.

I would not recommend the wear-
ing of shorts in public for a pastor or
his wife. Surely a pastor would not be
burdened excessively if he wore a
light shirt while doing his yard work.
I do not say this in a boastful way,
but I do not work in the tall corn in
my garden without a shirt.

Both men and women should be
willing to practice modesty in their
attire. Always wearing covering for
our bodies which adorn the doctrine
of God our Saviour.

Personally, | would hate to see
women get in the habit of wearing
pants to church, but I am not going
to be so legalistic as to say that they
could not show modesty in wearing
pants which are not designed to make
a show of the body in an alluring way.
If a woman wears pants or any other
garment in a way that displays mod-
esty, | could not condemn her. In fact
I have seen some pants that hid far
more than some of these mini-type
dresses which some women find de-
light in wearing to church. Some
would go back under law and run to
Deuteronomy 22:5 in order to justify
their condemnation upon a woman
for wearing pants without ever stop-
ping to consider that in Old Testament
times men wore garments made more

in the likeness of a dress than in the
likeness of modern day attire.
JIMMIE B. DAVIS

Tom Ross
6339 County Rd. 15
South Point, OH

g gl = 45680
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I believe that the pastor and his wife
should dress in a manner that is de-
cent and acceptable to the Lord. | do
not believe it would be appropriate
for him to remove his shirt while do-
ing yard work.

Our church has never turned away
any woman who has come to our as-
sembly in pants. It rarely happens, but
when it does, we do not make it a test
of fellowship by any means. | Timo-
thy 2:9-10 declares: “In like manner
also, that women adorn them-
selves in modest apparel, with
shamefacedness and sobriety; not
with broided hair, or gold, or
pearls, or costly array; But (which
becometh women professing god-
liness) with good works.”

TOM ROSS

—————e e ODOD OOt

Pastor
Mount Pleasant
Baptist Church

6939 County Rd. 15
Chesapeake, OH
45619

Serdijons
and sMemoirs of
Ghristmas Evang

Fareward by
Warren W, Wiershe

Sermons and Memoirs
of Christmas Evans

Christmas Evans (1766-1838) was a
Welsh Baptist preacher of great elo-
guence. This is a great book and
should be in the home of every Bap-
tist, especially preachers. We have
some of these which retail for $12.99
and $13.99. We are cutting prices on
all of these. You can have one of these
for $11.00 which includes postage.

Order form
Berea Baptist Church Bookstore
PO Box 39
Mantachie, MS 38855
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Readers of the BBB are urged to submit religious news items which they may read in their local
paper or some other publication. In sending these please give the name of the publication aswell as
the date it was printed. We will not be able to print all which are submitted, but we welcome any
item you may feel we should read. Send them to The Berea Baptist Banner, PO Box 39, Mantachie,
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GIVING TO CHURCHES, MINIS-
TERS

DROPPED SIGNIFICANTLY LAST
YEAR

VENTURA, Calif. (EP)-The stum-
bling of the economy during the final year
of the Clinton Administration hurt more
than just the stock market—a new Barna
Research Group study shows that giving
to churches and ministers dropped signifi-
cantly in 2000.

Barna’s annual survey of giving to non-
profit organizations, churches and non-
church religious organizations found that
support levels dropped markedly in the
past year. The vast majority of Americans
continue to give to charities, and churches
continue to receive a majority of those
donations. However, donor loyalty to
churches is on the decline.

The survey found that more than three-
quarters of all adults (78 percent) donated
money to a non-profit organization or a
church in 2000. Though still strong, that
represents a six percentage-point decline
from the previous year, and a nine-point
drop from 1998, when 87 percent of all
adults had donated funds.

While Americans remain the most gen-
erous people on earth, giving away about
$100 billion each year, average annual
giving per person plummeted by 15 per-
cent in 2000 to a mean of $886. In com-
parison, the mean in 1998 was $1,337, a
drop of more than one-third in just the
past two years. Even among born again
Christians there was a 16 percent decline
in dollars contributed to all non-profits
and churches in 2000.

While churches continue to take in an
estimated 60 percent of all dollars given
to non-profit organizations, giving to
churches is also falling. In 2000, six out of
10 adults (61 percent) gave money to one
or more churches, a small decline com-
pared to the prior two years (66 percent).
The average church donor contributed a
mean of $649 to churches last year, down
from $806 the prior year.

Born again Christians were far more
generous than the average church sup-
porter. Born again adults, who comprise
40 percent of the adult population, were
more likely than others to give to a church
(77 percent did so in 2000, although that
figure was also lower than the prior year’s
figure of 84 percent). The average annual
donations of born again adults to churches
totaled $1,166 last year. That’s 80 percent

more than the average adult gave, but still
some 19 percent lower than the previous
year’s giving.

The most generous group of church
donors are evangelicals, a small subset of
the born again population who are just 7
percent of the national adult population.
Not only did a higher proportion of
evangelicals give to churches (81 percent),
but their average aggregate giving to
churches was much higher (2,097).

Many Christian churches teach the bib-
lical principle of tithing—that is, giving 10
percent of one’s income to the church—
but relatively few people follow the prac-
tice. One out of every six adults (17 per-
cent) claims to tithe, but a comparison of
the amount that people gave to churches
and their household income suggests that
just 6 percent actually donated one-tenth
of their income (pre-tax or post-tax) to
churches.

Born again Christians were about four
times more likely than were non-born
against adults to tithe (12 percent vs. 3
percent). Many people also hope to be
able to tithe in the future. Two out of ev-
ery five born again adults who admitted
to not currently tithing stated that they
hoped to do so in the future.

Slightly more than one-third of all
Americans (36 percent) reported giving
money to a religious organization, other
than a church or worship center, in the
past year. The average per capita amount
given to such organizations by those do-
nors was $176. The Barna survey esti-
mated the aggregate giving to such orga-
nizations to be near $9 billion.

Adults who were more deeply involved
in communities of faith and in ministry
activity gave even greater amounts to
parachurch organizations. About half of
all born again adults (47 percent) gave to
a parachurch ministry in 2000, offering
an average total of $264 to such entities.
Evangelicals were again, the most sup-
portive of such efforts. Overall, two-thirds
(63 percent) gave to such work, averag-
ing $502 in gifts beyond their church do-
nations.

George Barna, president of the com-
pany that conducted the study, noted sev-
eral significant challenges facing churches.
“Two major trends are in force,” he said.
“First, the Baby Bush generation, which
includes adults in their 20s through mid-
30s, barely gives to churches or religious
causes. Second, their predecessors, the

Baby Boomers, who are in their mid-30s
to mid-50s, are generous donors but sim-
ply do not assume that they ought to give
to churches. They are value-donors, giv-
ing to organizations that they perceive to
be providing personal benefits or signifi-
cant, unduplicated value to society. As
these two generations become more pro-
lific within churches, their tendency to
give less to churches will challenge min-
istries to reconceptualize their budgeting,
fundraising and planning practices.”

Barna also noted that some of the fast-
est-growing segments of the U. S. popu-
lation are those least likely to fund church
work. “Hispanics, now the second-largest
ethnic group in America and still rapidly
growing, only give 39 percent as much to
churches as does the average adult,” he
said. “Americans who have never been
married give just one-third as much to
churches as does the typical American.
The growth of these groups—and their
reluctance to support churches—is a re-
minder that traditional views about the
importance of giving to churches are ab-
sent in the minds of a growing propor-
tion of the non-traditional populations in
our country.”

The survey described above involved
phone interviews with a nationwide ran-
dom sample of 1,005 adults, and has a
margin of error of plus or minus three
percentage points at the 95 percent con-
fidence level. For purposes of this survey,
both born again Christians and
evangelicals are identified by specific re-
ligious beliefs, not by self-identification.
Born again Christians are those who said
they have made a personal commitment
to Jesus Christ that is still important in
their life today and who also indicated
they believe that when they die they will
go to Heaven because they had confessed
their sins and had accepted Jesus Christ
as their savior. Evangelicals are born again
Christians who meet seven additional cri-
teria, including believing they have a per-
sonal responsibility to share their religious
beliefs about Christ with non-Christians
and believing that eternal salvation is pos-
sible only through grace, not works.

“Will ye also go away?” (John 6:67).

*kkhkkhkkk
METHODISTS LOST CHURCH
BUILDING
OVER DISPUTE ON HOMO-
SEXUAL POLICY

MADISON, Wis. (EP)-Members of a
rural United Methodist church who broke
away from their denomination to protest
its position on homosexuality can’t keep
the church building, the Wisconsin Su-
preme Court has ruled. Under state law,
the building belongs to the denomination,
not to the congregation, the court said in
a 5-2 ruling.

Members of the state’s oldest Method-
ist church, Elo United Methodist Church
in Utica, left the denomination in 1997 to
protest the state leadership’s increasingly
liberal views on homosexuality. The

United Methodist denomination opposes
same-sex marriages and the ordination of
homosexuals, but the church’s Wisconsin
conference is pushing for greater accep-
tance of homosexuality.

The congregation renamed itself the
Elo Evangelical Church, and sought to
retain the deed to the 141-year-old church
building. The denomination tried to re-
tain the building under a 1923 state law
governing property of “defunct” churches.
Church members argued that they had
not abandoned the building, so it was not
“defunct.” A county court sided with the
church, but the Second District Court of
Appeals reversed that ruling.

The Wisconsin Supreme Court agreed
with the appeals court, ruling that the
church became defunct when the congre-
gation left the denomination. Two justices
dissented, noting that the building was
deeded to the trustees of the church in
1860.

“All the saints salute you” (Il Cor.
13:13).

*kkhkkhkkk
BORK SAYS COURTS SHARE
BLAME
FOR ‘VULGARIZATION’ OF
AMERICA

LATROBE, Pa. (EP)—Although the
media in general and Hollywood in par-
ticular are most often blamed for the
“vulagrization” of America, the nation’s
courts are also responsible, Robert Bork
said in a recent address.

“The contribution of law to our cultural
collapse is not recognized. Everybody
talks about the impact of Hollywood and
the media, but I'm here to state that the
law is a central element in Western cul-
ture,” Bork told an audience of 400 at St.
Vincent College, near Latrobe, Penn.

Bork, whose nomination to the U. S.
Supreme Court by Ronald Reagan was
rejected by the Senate on ideological
grounds, pointed to the use of four-letter
words on television, “the hooker look,”
tattoos and denigration of the family as
signs of the nation’s ongoing collapse
“during the past 30 years.”

Bork, a senior fellow of the American
Enterprise Institute, suggested that this
cultural degradation has been accelerated
by the U. S. Supreme Court’s systematic
attack on religion in recent years, includ-
ing the removal of the Ten Command-
ments from schools and bans on prayer
at many public school events.

“The Supreme Court has been actively
hostile to religion in recent decades. In-
deed, Justice Potter Stewart even said in
a dissent to the other justices that what
you are telling children is that religion is
an improper thing,” Bork said.

Both law and religion depend on self-
control and morality, said Bork, but the
High Court is attacking this foundation.
“We are replacing a standard of personal
responsibility with law. We choose to liti-
gate instead,” Bork said.

Continued on page 153




August 5, 2001

THE BEREA BAPTIST BANNER

Page 153

The Bible & Newspaper

Continued from page 152

Many Supreme Court decisions in re-
cent decades have no basis in the U. S.
Constitution, argued Bork, who advocates
a strict constructionist approach to con-
stitutional interpretation. For instance, the
Court has upheld state statutes barring
protests at abortion clinics, while ruling
that other political protests and union
demonstrations are protected rights. “The
First Amendment right was to protect the
public and press. But the court has turned
it upside down,” he said.

The result has been a strong shift to
the left on moral issues. “The cultural left
comprises the courts. It’s clear why judges
respond to the elite. . .intellectual class. .
.because they come out of that class,” Bork
said. “They are looking for approval from
the media, universities, law schools. . .so
they are conditioned to respond that way.”

“The LORD will destroy the house
of the proud” (Prov. 15:25).

*kkhkkhkkk

ATLANTA NEWSPAPER CEN-
SORS

CHURCH CLASSIFIED ADS

ATLANTA, Ga. (EP)-The Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution will allow a church to run
an ad seeking a “Presbyterian” youth pas-
tor. But if the church is also hoping for
“an energetic and outspoken Christian
leader,” they’re out of luck.

The paper recently rejected an ad sub-
mitted by Skidaway Island Presbyterian
Church near Savannah, Ga. The paper
objected to the “Christian leader” phrase,
and to the church’s expressed hope that
their next youth pastor would demon-
strate “a contagious faith in Jesus Christ.”

Curiously, the paper, approved a simi-
lar ad with the phrase, “strong atheistic
or agnostic convictions required.”

“Presbyterian’ is okay, but the minute
you say ‘Christian leader’ and ‘a conta-
gious faith in Jesus Christ,” we don’t ac-
cept that,” Ryan Thomas, a classified ad
supervisor for the Journal-Constitution, told
the Presbyterian Layman. Thomas ex-
plained that such language would dis-
criminate against “some Jewish or Bud-
dhist person who might be qualified for
the job.”

Christine Davidson, manager of em-
ployment ads for the paper, said the pa-
per rejects ads which make specific refer-
ences to the Christian faith in order to
“protect readers” from discriminatory ads.

Lloyd Lunceford of Baton Rouge, La.,
an expert in media law, told the Presbyte-
rian Layman that the Atlanta paper has the
right to establish whatever advertising
policies it desires, so long as it does not
violate federal laws. However, he noted
that a well-known “ministerial exemption”
to federal nondiscrimination employment
ad rules allows churches to include faith
requirements in ads for ministers. “If |
were a member of a Christian church in

Atlanta, I'd swamp them with letters to
the editor,” Lunceford said.

Eric W. Robyn, stated clerk at
Skidaway lIsland Presbyterian Church,
tested the paper’s policy by submitting a
fake ad on behalf of a “well-respected and
growing secular humanist training insti-
tution.” The ad sought a youth leader
experienced “in refuting and debating
traditional beliefs, especially Christian. .
.Strong atheistic or agnostic convictions
required.” Within an hour after faxing the
ad to the paper Robyn received word of
its acceptance.

Robyn sent a letter to the editor of the
paper, saying the newspaper “should be
ashamed of the overt discrimination
shown here. This hypocrisy is surpassed
only by the AJC’s arrogant belief in its
own ‘tolerance’ and ‘lack of bias.” Do your
readers understand that an ad clearly re-
flecting atheistic or agnostic faith can be
run in your paper, while one articulating
Christian faith cannot?”

“. . .haters of God. . .” (Rom. 1:30).

*kkhkkhkkk
LIBERAL ORGANIZATION
TAKES AIM
AT ABSTINENCE-ONLY SCHOOL
FUNDS

WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP)—Funding
for “abstinence-only” sex education pro-
grams came under attack in mid-June.
The National Coalition Against Censor-
ship called for an end to federal spend-
ing for such programs, claiming that
guidelines for such programs keep schools
from talking with teens about sex-related
topics such as masturbation and condom
use.

The coalition is made up of 35 liberal
organizations, including the American
Civil Liberties Union, Americans United
for Separation of Church and State, and
Planned Parenthood. It hopes to prevent
reauthorization of federal abstinence edu-
cation funding. These funds were first
approved in 1996, and are due to expire
in 2002. The program has provided about
$100 million each year for schools to use
in programs that encourage sexual absti-
nence until marriage.

Barry Lynn of Americans United said
federal restrictions on abstinence-only
funding “violates the spirit of the separa-
tion of church and state” and insisted that
“abstinence education is a form of reli-
gious indoctrination put forth by the Re-
ligious Right.”

But Heather Cirmo of the Family Re-
search Center disagreed. “To say that ab-
stinence should not be taught in schools
just because all of the major religions pro-
mote no sex before marriage is ridicu-
lous,” Cirmo told Fox News. “Just because
morality is taught in religion doesn’t mean
it shouldn’t be taught in the schools.”

Some studies suggest that abstinence-
only programs have contributed to a re-
duction in U. S. teen pregnancy and abor-
tion rates to record lows. Health and
Human Services Secretary Tommy Th-

ompson said, “VWe must continue to build
on this success, for there is more we can
do,” and promised to seek more funding
for abstinence education.

“Thou shalt not commit adultery”
(Ex. 20:14).

*kkhkkhkkk
PROSELYTISM OR EVANGELISM?
CONFERENCE EXPLORES
GROWING AVERSION TO THE
SPREAD OF RELIGIOUS BELIEF

BERRIEN SPRINGS, Mich. (EP)—
Religious freedom and the right to evan-
gelize are becoming more restricted in
today’s world. This is the conclusion of a
conference of religious freedom experts,
sponsored in part by the International
Religious Liberty Association (IRLA), a
religion advocacy group.

During a May 30 meeting at Andrews
College, conference delegates from vari-
ous seminaries and religious organizations
noted that religion is a key issue of many
conflicts in the world today. In certain
conflicts, proselytism has incited more vio-
lence.

“In some areas, a majority religion
claims territorial exclusivity so that any
other religious group is seen as proselytiz-
ing, not evangelizing, and an activity to
be countered,” said John Graz, secretary
general of the IRLA. “In other instances,
witnessing and evangelism are seen as acts
of aggression.”

For example, in several post-Soviet
countries, established Orthodox churches
view missionary work within their parishes
as an invasion of their spiritual territory.
The communist government of Vietnam
and radical Hindu groups in India have
condemned Christian missionaries as
agents of Western governments attempt-
ing to change cultural heritages and po-
litical systems.

While many of the delegates con-
demned improper methods of
proselytism, the conference noted that
evangelism was an integral part of reli-
gious freedom and must be protected.

“We oppose improper proselytism that
uses wrong or false methods to gain con-
verts, but we totally support the funda-
mental right to evangelism and witness,”
said Bert Beach, vice president of the
IRLA. “Denial of the right to witness of-
fends the basic principles of religious free-
dom, and also denies the right to be in-
formed about religion.”

“Go ye therefore, and teach all na-
tions” (Matt. 28:19).

*kkhkkhkkk
DECEMBER CAMPAIGN
AGAINST RELIGIOUS
SITES IN CHINA WAS AN ORGA-
NIZED ATTACK

BEJING, China (EP)—The destruction
or closing of hundreds of Christian, Bud-
dhist and Taoist religious buildings last
year in and around the Chinese city of
Wenzhou was approved and orchestrated
by the Communist party, say Christians
from the area. Keston News Service has

recently uncovered official reports that
corroborate this view.

While the Communist government of
China declares to the world that it respects
religious freedom, overwhelming evi-
dence to the contrary continues to flow
from the nation’s borders. The mass de-
struction that occurred in Wenzhou is an
example of the government’s hostility to-
ward independent, therefore illegal, reli-
gious groups. According to a Hong Kong
newspaper, almost 450 religious buildings
were destroyed from October to Decem-
ber of 2000. A human rights group also
located in Hong Kong told Keston that
the actual number of structures destroyed
was closer to 1,200-1,500.

Wenzhou, known to some as the
“Jerusalem of China,” is isolated from
government control by geography. The
region has experienced an unprecedented
period of spiritual growth in the past. Ac-
cording to a source within the Christian
Council, a government-monitored orga-
nization, there are over 600,000 Protes-
tant Christians in Wenzhou—10 percent of
the province’s population. That figure
does not include the membership of the
large number of unregistered house
churches in the area, which could include
thousands of additional believers.

John Fisher of Keston News Service
concludes that such a massive campaign
could only have been carried out with the
approval of the central government. “Sev-
eral Christian house-church leaders
Keston spoke to in the region in May
claimed the catalyst for the campaign was
a visit by President Jiang Zemin in early
2000. He was reportedly horrified by the
sight of hundreds of Christian churches
and Buddhist shrines, many of them un-
registered with the authorities,” Fisher
says. “Although Keston has been unable
to corroborate the report of Jiang Zemin’s
instigation, there seems little doubt that
an anti-religious campaign of this viru-
lence could not have been unleashed
without at least the acquiescence of the
central government.”

Reports from the government-con-
trolled press confirm that the destruction
in Wenzhou was a campaign organized
and approved by state and federal gov-
ernments to curb what one Chinese offi-
cial called “rampant religious supersti-
tion.” The Nov. 13, 2000 issue of the
Wenzhou Daily reported that the two-
month campaign was instigated by the
municipal government and Communist
Party committee “to take special measures
to bring illegal religious activities under
control” and replace “superstition with
civilization.”

Reports of various church demolitions,
seizures, and defacement of church prop-
erty in the Daily continue through Decem-
ber, reports Keston. According to one ar-
ticle, members of government-approved
religious organizations supported the de-
structive campaign. Press reports say that
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police, firemen and government officials
participated in the demolition of hundreds
of the buildings, sometimes using sledge-
hammers to tear down walls when heavier
equipment wasn’t available. One town
reported the destruction of 53 structures
and shrines in just one day.

Reports from Chinese news services
have shown that the communist govern-
ment was behind the campaign, con-
cludes Fisher. Eyewitnesses from
Wenzhou interviewed by Keston confirm
this as well.

“They say we have freedom of religion,
but why do they do this to a church?” one
leader of the demolished church told
Keston. “Where’s the freedom?” He and
other Christians said they refused to reg-
ister with the communist government be-
cause they were unwilling to accept the
controls that would be placed on their
religious faith. “The Party can supervise
our bodies and our minds, but we can’t
let it supervise our souls,” said another
church member.

In light of the destruction in Wenzhou
and elsewhere, it is doubtful that China
will support and uphold the United Na-
tions resolution adopted May 31 that calls
for the protection of religious and sacred
sites around the world. China was not
among the 115 nations that so-sponsored
the resolution. When questioned about
the resolution, Chinese officials said they
would “protect religious sites in accor-
dance with international and domestic
law, as set out in the resolution.” How-
ever, they would not comment if this pro-
tection would include religions not rec-
ognized by the Chinese government.

When asked about the past destruction
in Wenzhou in relation to the new resolu-
tion, a spokeswoman for the Chinese U.
N. mission denied that the buildings de-
stroyed served religious functions.
“Maybe people did illegal things there—
maybe they were evil cults,” she told
Keston.

“The Kkings of the earth set them-
selves, and the rulers take counsel
together, against the LORD, and
against his anointed, saying, Let us
break their bands asunder, and cast
away their cords from us” (Ps. 2:2-3).

*kkhkkhkkk
GLEANINGS HERE AND THERE

VILNIUS, Lithuania (EP)—Bats are
more important than Baptists, according
to a recent report from Lithuania. Keston
News Service reports that the Lithuanian
parliament did not discuss an application
made by the Baptist Union for ‘recog-
nized’ status during a session in June. The
parliament did however draft 36 other
bills, including one in favor of the preser-
vation of Lithuania’s bat population. “Bats
are more important than religious free-
dom.” Arnoldas Matijosius, the lawyer

representing the Union, told Keston.
Matijosius said that he had received as-
surances from members of the
parliament’s human rights committee that
the Baptists’ application would be dis-
cussed. He did not receive any reasons or
apologies for why the Baptists’ applica-
tion wasn’t addressed. “Phone conversa-
tions with committee members are very
difficult as I have to drag each and every
word from them,” said Matijosius. The
Baptist Union has been trying to obtain
official status for almost three years. With-
out this status, the Baptists are not allowed
certain freedoms as recognized religions,
including the right to purchase land and
build churches.
*kkhkkhkkk
GRAND JUNCTION, Colo. (EP)—
The American Civil Liberties Union failed
in its effort to remove a Ten Command-
ments monument from city hall in Grand
Junction, Colo. U. S. District Judge Wiley
Daniel refused the ACLU’s demand June
21, citing a 1972 ruling by the U. S. Court
of Appeals for the 10" Circuit which sup-
ported an identical monument in Salt
Lake City. The court ruled that the monu-
ment was not an unconstitutional estab-
lishment of religion because it was prima-
rily secular and was not intended to influ-
ence religious beliefs. The City of Grand
Junction plans to add five new monu-
ments depicting important legal docu-
ments, such as the Magna Carta. The new
$50,000 “Cornerstones of Law and Or-
der” plaza is intended to deflect criticism
of the Ten Commandments monument.
*kkhkkhkkk
WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)-Despite
a much-publicized effort to clean up its
act, Yahoo! continues to allow child por-
nography and obscenity to be posted on
its Internet servers, according to Patrick
Trueman of the American Family Asso-
ciation. “A search of Yahoo!’s Clubs and
GeoCities sites, which are available to
anyone including children, indicates that
a seemingly endless number of the sites
contain pornography, depicting children
in a variety of sexual poses and involved
in sex acts,” he said. Trueman noted that
user clubs organized through Yahoo! traf-
fic in pictures purporting to show rape and
torture victims. “Though Yahoo! seems to
have removed many Clubs and GeoCities
sites with potentially illegal material and
has discontinued sales of hardcore por-
nographic videos, the company is still a
magnet for pedophiles and those seeking
all varieties of hardcore pornography,”
said Trueman, who urged Attorney Gen-
eral John Ashcroft to investigate Yahoo!
for federal child pornography and obscen-
ity violations. Trueman headed the U. S.
Department of Justice’s Child Exploita-
tion and Obscenity section from 1988 to
1992,
*kkhkkhkkk
WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)-The
number of American households with
same-sex partners grew over the last de-

cade, according to figures from the 2000
census. In Vermont, same-sex unmarried
partner homes rose from 370 in 1990 to
1,933 in 2000. Delaware had an even
greater increase, up 700 percent to 1,868.
(Vermont and Delaware were the first
states to get census data.) Researchers at-
tribute the increase to the growing will-
ingness of homosexuals to identify their
relationships, rather than to any signifi-
cant increase in such couples.
*kkhkkikkk
ASHKHABAD, Turkmenistan (EP)—
Has the sale of Bibles been banned in
Turkmenistan? Investigators with Keston
News Service have not been able to de-
termine which government agency is re-
sponsible, but they have proof that book-
sellers in that country have been ordered
to stop stocking copies of the Bible. A
post-communist republic, Turkmenistan
has tight restrictions on freedom of wor-
ship. Currently, only Russian Orthodox
churches are allowed to operate within its
borders. However, even Orthodox book-
stalls are not impervious to this recent ban,
reports Keston. There have also been re-
ports that Bibles and other religious texts
of the Ba’hai faith and Hare Krishnas have
been disappearing from shelves. There
have been no restrictions placed on sales
of the Koran, the holy book of Muslims.
Over 75 percent of the population of
Turkmenistan is Muslim.
*kkhkkhkkk
BEJING, China (EP)—Chinese Protes-
tants arrested on May 26 for attending an
unregistered church have been sent to a
labor camp. The 12 Christians were
charged with “illegal religious activities”
and sentenced to three-year terms at a “re-
education” camp in northern China,
sources in Hong Kong told
Newsroom.com. The 12 were members
of China’s underground Christian church,
a movement that has been banned and
persecuted by communist officials. Ac-
cording to sources outside China, as many
as 75 million Chinese are members of the
underground movement.
*kkhkkhkkk
DENVER, Colo. (EP)—Christians in
Denver failed to get a concert by shock-
rocker Marilyn Manson canceled, so in-
stead they turned out at the performance
to give donuts and soft drinks to Manson
fans outside the concert venue. The 35
“demonstrators” also distributed evange-
listic tracts and gave out suicide and drug-
abuse hotline numbers during the daylong
heavy metal festival. “We had a lot of posi-
tive response, and people very willing to
take our literature,” Jeff Vandenberg, a
youth pastor at Longmont’s Faith Baptist
Church, told the Associated Press.
Manson criticized Christians during his
performance, insisting that the Bible has
more violence than his music and urging
his fans to assault clergymen.
*kkhkkhkkk
ATLANTA, Ga. (EP)-Georgia officials
dropped abuse charges against an Atlanta

pastor, but 15 children from his congre-
gation are still in protective custody be-
cause their parents refuse to agree to state
demands that they take parenting classes
and stop spanking their children. Authori-
ties initially seized 49 children from six
families at the House of Prayer after re-
ceiving allegations that children were be-
ing abused by disciplinary spankings ad-
vocated by Arthur Allen Jr., pastor of the
church. Following a four-month inquiry
the state dropped an abuse case against
the pastor.
*kkhkkhkkk
BALTIMORE, Md. (EP)-An article in
the American Journal of Epidemiology reports
a correlation between the number of fe-
male sex partners men have and their risk
of prostate cancer. Researchers found that
having more than one female sex partner
during the most sexually active period of
a man’s life increased his risk of prostate
cancer, compared to men who had only
one sex partner during those periods. Men
who had 30 or more sexual partners in
their lifetime were found to have an in-
creased risk of more aggressive forms of
prostate cancer. The finding supports the
theory that prostate cancer may be trig-
gered by an infection.
*kkhkkhkkk
WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP)—After
condemning the human rights abuses
against civilians in southern Sudan by the
northern Muslim regime, the U. S. House
of Representatives pledged to support
southern rebels on June 13. In a nearly
unanimous vote, 422-2 the House passed
legislation in support of a $10 million aid
package to the southern Sudan People’s
Liberation Army (SPLA). The legislation
also called for renewed peace talks be-
tween the north and south and offered
help for the delivery of humanitarian aid
to civilians in the south. “The horror, the
torture, the terror and the slavery is un-
speakable. We must raise our voice to-
day,” said Rep. Richard Armey (R-Texas).
*kkhkkhkkk
TAMPA, Fla. (EP)—Two former church
members who helped cheat investors out
of tens of millions of dollars in a religion-
based pyramid scheme have been sen-
tenced to prison. James R. Chambers re-
ceived a five-year sentence, while Andrew
J. Krishak was sentenced to half that time.
Both are former members of Tampa-
based Greater Ministries International
Church, home to a scam which claimed
that church members could double their
cash investments in 17 months. Investiga-
tors estimate that as many as 18,000
people across the U. S. invested as much
as $500 million in the Ponzi scheme, in
which payment to early investors were
made from investments by later investors.
*kkhkkhkkk
WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP)-Teenage
pregnancy and abortion rates in the U. S.
have reached record lows, and experts
give some of the credit to abstinence pro-

Continued on page 155




August 5, 2001

THE BEREA BAPTIST BANNER

Page 155

The Bible & Newspaper

Continued from page 154

grams. In 1997, about 9.4 percent of girls
ages 15 to 19 became pregnant (a total of
872,000 pregnancies). Of those, 55 per-
cent gave birth, 29 percent had abortions,
and the rest miscarried. This means the
teen pregnancy rate fell by 4.4 percent
between 1996 and 1997, continuing a
trend seen throughout the 1990s. The
abortion rate has fallen by nearly one-
third since 1990, also reaching a record
low. Health and Human Services Secre-
tary Tommy Thompson said, “We must
continue to build on this success, for there
is more we can do,” and promised to seek
more funding for abstinence education.
*kkhkkhkkk
WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP)—Health
and Human Services Secretary Tommy
Thompson says his department will con-
duct a thorough review of how $10.2 bil-
lion AIDS dollars are being spent by gov-
ernment agencies and local AIDS groups.
“We’'re greatly encouraged by
Thompson’s announcement,” said Louis
P. Sheldon, head of the Traditional Val-
ues Coalition. “This is long overdue. Un-
der the Clinton watch, homosexual activ-
ists appeared to have used AIDS funds
as a piggy bank to sponsor dating semi-
nars and trips to exotic islands for trans-
sexuals. This has got to stop.”
*kkhkkhkkk
LONDON, England (EP)—A new cat-
echism commissioned by David Hope,
Anglican Archbishop of York, declares
homosexuality to be “divinely ordered.”
According to the catechism, homosexu-
ality is a condition that has “positive quali-
ties” and can enhance a person’s “general
understanding of Christ’s calling.” While
the full text of the new catechism will take
years to complete, the document will
eventually be used to train people for
ministry, said Hope. The new catechism
contradicts official Anglican doctrine
which states that homosexual behavior is
incompatible with scripture. Anglican
clergy are expressly forbidden to engage
in homosexual acts.
*kkhkkhkkk
WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP)—Free-
dom of religion does not exist in Saudi
Arabia, concludes the U. S. Commission
on International Religious Freedom. On
June 5, former commission Vice President
Firuz Kazemzadeh testified before the U.
S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee
that any kind of religious worship or ob-
servance outside of established norms is
explicitly forbidden in Saudi Arabia.
“With few exceptions, the Saudi govern-
ment strictly prohibits the public practice
of religion other than its interpretation
and presentation of the Hanbali school of
Sunni Islam,” testified Kaemzadeh. Refer-
ring to the commission’s annual report on
foreign policy in regard to religious free-
dom, Kazemadeh reported that even

people engaged in private worship are
persecuted. “Although the government
has taken the position that private wor-
ship is allowed, persons worshipping pri-
vately have been arrested, imprisoned,
deported, harassed by the authorities,
and forced to go to great lengths to con-
ceal private religious activity,” he said.
In response to these harsh policies, the
U. S. should “urge the Saudi government
to expand and safeguard the freedom to
worship; to act to control abuses of the
religious police; to allow human rights
monitors access to the country; and to
promote tolerance and inter-religious
dialogue,” said Kaemzadeh.
*kkhkkhkkk
COLUMBUS, Ohio (EP)-The U. S.
Supreme Court won't be asked to decide
the constitutionality of Ohio’s official
motto, “With God, all things are pos-
sible.” The American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) has decided not to ap-
peal a March ruling by the U. S. Court
of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit which
upheld the motto.
*kkhkkhkkk
NEW YORK, N.Y. (EP)—Children
raised by same-sex parents are more
likely to explore homosexuality, accord-
ing to a study by two University of South-
ern California sociologists. “We say there
are some differences, and that people
have shied away from acknowledging
them for fear that this would inflame
homophobia,” said Judith Stacey, who
joined Timothy Bablarz in co-authoring
the report which appeared in the Ameri-
can Sociological Review. The researchers
did not qualify their findings, noting sim-
ply that children raised by same-sex
couples “seem to grow up to be more
open to homoeratic relations.”
*kkhkkhkkk
PRINCETON, N. J. (EP)—More than
70 percent of Americans agree with the
U.S. Supreme Court’s recent ruling per-
mitting religious groups to meet in pub-
lic school facilities after class hours. The
Court’s mid-June 6-3 ruling held that a
Child Evangelism Fellowship group
could not be excluded by a school dis-
trict which permitted other groups to use
its facilities. According to a Gallup poll
conducted Feb. 9-11, 72 percent of
Americans favor the use of schools for
religious group meetings after school
hours, while just 26 percent are opposed.
Even among Americans who identify
themselves as “liberal,” two-thirds (67
percent) agreed with the result of the
Court’s decision.
*kkhkkkk
The July 16-22 Washington Times has a
lengthy article about the Southern Bap-
tist Convention. | note two items:
“Some 1 million to 2 million South-
ern Baptists are die-hard moderates (the
new word for “liberals”), according to the
most generous church estimates. Their
pastors control state conventions in
Texas, North Carolina and Virginia,

many Baptist state newspapers and nearly
all the Baptist colleges and universities. . .
“Nearly 1,200 women are ordained in
the SBC, but only a few dozen are said by
Baptist officials to be senior pastors.”
*kkhkkhkkk
Some black politicians and civil rights
activists refuse to pledge allegiance to the
U. S. flag, calling it a symbol of slavery
and racial oppression (The Washington
Times, June 25-July 1, 2001). Editor’s com-
ment: | told you this would happen!
*kkhkkkk
Bill Clinton receives an annual pension
of $168,300 with annual increases. Clinton
could pocket more than $7 million in pen-
sion benefits for his eight years as Presi-
dent. The “Rev.” Jesse L. Jackson’s opu-
lent lifestyle has prompted many to ask:
Where, how and why does the 59-year-
old get the money to pay for three homes,
first-class travel and a $3,000 monthly
child-support payment to a former mis-
tress? (Straight Talk, 6-28-01).
*kkhkkhkkk
The world’s smallest surviving prema-
ture baby, born in London 16 weeks early
and weighing only 21.14 ounces, is now
six months old and is a healthy nine
pounds. Christopher Williams was born
Nov. 21 at Whipps Cross Hospital, and
expected to be included in the next edi-
tion of Guinness Book of World Records (Na-
tional Right to Life News, 6-01).
*kkhkkhkkk
The new census, however, tells another
story, the proof that desegregation is not
the same thing as integration. Most black
and white children under 18 live in neigh-
borhoods that are increasingly segregated,
especially in the urban Midwest and
Northeast. This is deeply ironic to those
of us who remember the struggles that fol-
lowed Brown vs. Board of Education in 1954,
.. .It's ironic again that segregation is fad-
ing away in the South because many young
black professionals are moving “back
home,” now that bad old days have given
way to better times, and where middle
class black and white are more likely to
mix freely (Suzanne Fields in Northeast
Mississippi Daily Journal, 5-10-01).
*kkhkkhkkk
On May 31, President Bush hosted a
small dinner at the White House for Is-
raeli President Moshe Katsav and promi-
nent American Jewish leaders, including
Max Fisher and Mel Sembler of the Re-
publican Jewish Coalition. Despite Bush’s
initial reluctance to get his administration
involved in the never-ending conflict be-
tween Israel and the Palestinians, ongoing
violence has prompted more attention on
the President’s part. Jewish leaders at the
meeting with Katsav were thrilled with
what they heard. Bush told the gathering
that he was totally committed to helping
Israel maintain its security and that he had
no intention of inviting Yasser Arafat to
the White House until he restrained ter-
rorism perpetrated by his own security
forces (Human Events, 6-2-01).

*kkhkkkk

At the annual meeting of Southern
Baptists in New Orleans in June they fo-
cused on the family. Among the woes they
listed were the following:

* One million children a year see their
parents divorce.

* |n the last 40 years, pregnancies out
of wedlock have increased 600 percent.

* In less than 40 years, cohabitation by
unmarried couples has increased almost
1,000 percent (See Western Recorder, 6-19-
01).

*kkhkkhkkk

Q. How many marriages end in di-
vorce nowadays?

A. According to a recent study based
on figures compiled by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, among
those aged 14 to 44, about 43 percent of
first marriages end in divorce or separa-
tion within 15 years; one in three first
marriages ends within 10 years, and, one
in five, within five years. Breaking down
this group by the age of the women in-
volved, the study discovered that approxi-
mately 59 percent of marriages of those
under 18 end within 15 years. However,
for those women who are age 20 or older,
the rate falls to 36 percent (The New Ameri-
can, 6-16-01).

*kkhkkhkkk

The increasingly casual attitude of teen-
agers toward sex is “more dangerous than
smoking,” according to the Medical In-
stitute of Austin, Texas, which has been
studying teenage sexual activity. . . .About
50 percent of all current American high
school students will lost their virginity,
with nearly 900,000 teenage girls becom-
ing pregnant each year, the institute re-
ports. . . .20 percent of sexually active
teens get an infection. Approximately
two-thirds of those who contract sexually
transmitted diseases (STDs) are under 25,
and 50 percent of all newly reported HIV
infections are found in people under 25.
HIV and herpes are both incurable life-
long diseases (The Washington Times, July
2-8, 01).

*kkhkkikkk

After ignoring slavery in the Sudan for
the past decade like all other prominent
black “civil rights” leaders, Al Sharpton
traveled to the African nation and discov-
ered that, yes, slavery is practiced there.
The Sudanese government, dominated by
Arab Muslims in the north, tolerates the
practice when it is against black Christians
and animists in the south. The two sec-
tions of the country have been arraying
against one another for years (Human
Events, 5-14-01).

*kkhkkhkkk

China, India, Pakistan, N. Korea, Iraq,
Iran, Israel, Yugoslavia, and Cuba are
among countries that want to acquire, or
may already have, secret stocks of small-
pox virus specimens. These known spon-
sors of terrorism want to build a biologi-
cal weapons program (6-2 World). The
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Just a few more days

And my race down here is won,

And I shall go to dwell with my Father
And His beloved Son.

“LABOR ON~”
By Ella Valencourt

He has told me to labor on

Until the going down of the sun.
He has told me to watch and pray,
Till life on earth is done.

Sometimes the way grows dreary,

And darkness sweeps over my soul;
But He has told me to not grow weary,
For I am safe in His control.

Then to Him do | go;

He giveth rest for the weary soul.

I find rest so sweet at His wounded feet,
Whene’re to Him | go.

Oh, draw me to thy side, dear Lord;
More like Thee would | be.

Let me safe in Thy bosom rest,

Till joy begins in Heaven for me.

Oh, let me labor on dear Lord,
Till my work for Thee is done,
And | behold the blessed face
Of Thy beloved Son.

Oh, let me ever praise Thee, Lord

For all Thy hands have done;

And help me labor for Thee, dear Lord,
Until the going down of the sun.

Funnybone

"... A time to laugh..." (Eccl. 3:4).

Bill Tightwad asked Deacon
Jones what he thought about the
Clinton Administration.

After some study Bill said to the
deacon, “It was sex between two
Bushes.”

*kkkkk

Pastor Brown approached a
grieving widow at the funeral home
in Possumtrot and said, “I’'m sorry,
my dear. Tell me, what were his last
words?”

She replied, “You don’t scare me
with that shotgun, Martha. You

couldn’t hit the side of a barn!”
*kkkkk

A hopeful young lady visited a
computer dating service and listed
her requirements for a prospective
date. She was a very precise person
and knew exactly what she wanted
in a date. She wanted someone who
liked people, was small, preferred
formal attire and enjoyed water
sports. The computer followed her
wishes to the letter. It sent her a
penguin.

*hkkkkk
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potency of the smallpox virus (can infect
victims 30 feet away) makes it an instant
and widespread killer. A suicide germ-
warfare terrorist could carry the disease
onto a plane or into a sports arena and
infect thousands within a day (Calvary
Contender, 7-1-01).

*kkkkk

Full nudity is common on Dutch tele-
vision after 9 p.m. Pornographic movies
are found on television during weekends.
Hard drugs are consumed openly in so-
called “coffee houses.” Homosexual mar-
riage is legal in Holland. Euthanasia was
recently made legal. Abortion is yawned
at (6-01 Focus on the Family). Divorce is
accepted as normal by 60 percent of
Dutch. Supermarket racks feature maga-
zine covers with photos of nude women—
in open view. Shocking also is the high
incidence of incest. At the root of all this
moral decay is a declining belief in God
(ibid.).

*kkhkkkk

Dear Editor Cockrell,

Enclosed is a money order for 10 is-
sues of The Berea Baptist Banner for one
year. Any remaining money can be used
for whatever purpose you can think of that
will bring glory to our Lord. We so much
appreciate the work you do to maintain
the landmarks of true Baptist doctrine.

—Michigan
*kkhkkhkkk
Dear Pastor Cockrell,

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We all here at the mission are pray-
ing for you. We are all deeply concerned
for you but we know the Lord is in con-
trol.

One of the men coming to our mission
would like to receive the Banner. We have
enclosed the subscription cost.

—Missouri
*kkhkkhkkk
Dear Bro. Milburn & Sheron,

My fervent prayer to a merciful God,
is He will heal you and restore your sight.

You are in my prayers daily, as is the
church. God bless you.

—Kentucky
*kkhkkhkkk
Greetings Bro. Cockrell,

Hope your health is good. Our pastor
is keeping everyone informed here about
your eye surgery. Hope everything goes
well. We are praying for you and your
family.

We will never forget how you have
helped us out. Thanks again. May God

bless your work and health.
—Alabama
*kkhkkhkkk

We would like to receive the newslet-
ter offered on your radio program. We lis-
ten on KARI in Blaine, Wa. Thank you.

—Washington
*kkhkkhkkk
Dear Bro. Cockrell,

| appreciate very much what you said
about the Mississippi state flag in your
June 5 issue “The Truth at Last.”

Not many preachers or writers are as
forthright and honest as you are.

You had such interesting information
and gave it all in strong terms. You know
I like that!

I thank you once again for your cour-
age—and kindness in using my columns.

We pray God’s blessings on you and
your ministry.

I'll save your article for future refer-
ence.

—Virginia
*kkhkkhkkk

Enjoy your paper. Thank God for all
the real preachers of the gospel.

Keep on keeping on. God bless you all.

—Muississippi
*kkhkkhkkk
Dear Bro. Cockrell:

First, let me state | am happy to hear
you are doing well. Your health condition
shall remain in my prayers and | know
the Perfect Will of Yahweh will override
all else and that nothing shall happen to
you without His Divine Purpose.

Now | should like to address your ar-
ticle about the Third Commandment.
While | would heartily agree with you
about the use of profanity on every occa-
sion, I do feel you have sadly gone astray
with your article. Of course, | am not the
author of the article and know that the
author is the one who determines the path
his/her articles will take. But I feel you
have jumped around the issue like a one
legged man in a square dance. You des-
perately failed to clearly state what is
meant by the wonderful Third Com-
mandment. For only twice did you use the
name of the Creator in your article. Oth-
erwise, you kow-towed to the Anglisized
transliteration of the title—not even work-
ing on the name.

The word “God” is nothing more than
atitle. Itis NOT His name. It is a title like
that of “Doctor” or “President” or “King.”
The real name of the Creator is Yahweh
and is given first in the book of Genesis
4:6. This Hebrew word has been trans-
lated into the English word “LORD.” This
Tetragrammaton is because of those who
translated the Scriptures. They did not
want to do it absolutely correct so they
altered it to fit their own Catholicism.
(After all they were nothing but luke warm
Catholics known as Protestants.)

“One of the post-exilic-apostasies of
Orthodox Judaism was the avoidance of
the Name of the Almighty, the so-called

Continued on page 157
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Tetragrammaton, (the four lettered Name,
Yahweh),” writes the editors at the Insti-
tute for Scripture Research. They go on
to state: “Because of this and a similar and
continued suppression and substitution of
the Name by the church, much harm was
done to the True Worship. When anyone
inquires about this he is told: ‘“The Name
has been translated into English as LORD,
as was similarly done in other languages.’
This argument does not hold water. ... The
proper name of any individual is simply
not translated, more especially when we
are dealing with the most important Be-
ings in all the Universe—the Most High
Yahweh and His Son Yehoshua.”

Instead of chasing the many dead end
paths you lead your readers down in the
article, why not teach them what is RE-
ALLY the name of the Creator and that
we, as His chosen children from before
the foundation of the world, ought to ad-
dress Him properly and stop beating
around the bush with so much paganism.
Don’t you think it is time we, as the teach-
ers of the Scriptures, changed that which
we have been erroneously teaching the
people when it is wrong? We made the
mistake in honesty. We simply admit our
mistake and tell the people that we made
it and that the Spirit of Yahweh has given
us greater insight—as Yehoshua promised
He would do when He came. Let’s stop
dripping the milk of the Word upon their
bibs and give them some meat of His
Word to chew on for a change. They need
to grow up! But such will never happen if
we continue to breast feed them on milk.

I shall close with that and allow you to
print this in the paper—which I hope you
will do as | am writing it as a letter to the
editor.

Respectfully I remain your Brother in
Yehoshua Messiah.

—Bob L'Aloge (e-mail)
*kkhkkhkkk
Dear Bro. Cockrell and all,

We received the books and greatly ap-
preciate how fast they got here. They will
be of great help | am sure in the ministry.
We are still praying for you and your wife
as you go through your cancer ordeal.

We are thoroughly enjoying the radio
ministry. We are praying for the work
there in Mississippi and would ask for you
to pray for us here.

—Oregon
Brother Cockrell,

I was sorry to hear of your eye prob-
lems and then yesterday | heard you had
a heart attack. | hope that God will be
merciful and heal you. Its selfish 1 know
but we need men of your caliber to hold
up the truth.

We are praying for you.

—Illinois

*kkkkk

Dear Bro. Cockrell,

I am sure that you are covered up with
mail from people all over. However, upon
receiving your paper today and reading
your article that it is with sadness and
concern that I now know of your situa-
tion. You certainly are in my prayers.
(Also Sister Pugh.) It is unbelievable that
time has gone by so fast and the “grass is
so withering” to so many of our Baptist
Preachers. In my 63" year | am also feel-
ing the flesh wither also. God bless you
and Sheron and your son. When the pres-
sure lets up, | would appreciate obtain-
ing Bro. Pugh’s address. | have always
appreciated your stand over the years;
and from time to time reread the letters
that you have sent me over time.

May God bless and heal you.

—ldaho
*kkhkkhkkk
Dear Pastor Cockrell,

Just read about your massive heart at-
tack in The Berea Baptist Banner which
came today and indeed you were at the
“Door of the Gates of Death”. But praise
the Lord He chose to spare you as you
are no doubt needed to continue on in
proclaiming God’s Precious Word. Maybe
the Lord wants you to slow down which
you need to do. | will pray for your re-
covery.

I enjoy The Berea Baptist Banner a lot
and liked very much the article on
“Friends in Heaven,” compiled by writ-
ers of the past. | heartily agree with them.

—New York
*kkhkkhkkk
Hi,

I have a friend who bought me a sub-
scription. I have been studying the social/
political scene for over thirty years. | was
very distressed to see (World Scene: US
Kicked Off UN Human Rights Panel)
what Captain Evans wrote about the UN.

The Captain claims that, “The U. S.
should participate in the United Nations.
..” He also further states that “we should
not surrender any of the sovereignty and
freedoms that we fought for. . .” Rubbish!

By being a part of the United Nations,
by “participating,” we ARE surrendering
our sovereignty. The United Nations is a
WORLD body, and if you read any of
their readily-available material on the
internet or any library, this would become
crystal clear very quickly.

We are rapidly heading for a one world
government (of which the UN is the tran-
sitory head) that includes a one world jus-
tice system, and even more dangerous, a
one world religion (New Age).

Just as the new Bible versions are ever
so cleverly guiding us away from the Jesus
Christ of the Bible and towards the Christ
of the pit, we are heading inexorably to-
wards being governed by those who will
bring down the wrath of God upon the
whole world.

Remember, in the last days there will
be much deception—if we weigh the
United Nations against anything decent

or compassionate, it comes up wanting. If
you wish me to point you in the direction
of some information all Christians should
be aware of, please feel free to ask.

Lastly, 1 would recommend a site for
you to check out, that contains names of
many you will recognize, belonging to a
secret group that sets policy in this coun-
try. There IS much deception..............

—Lu Haynes (e-mail)
*kkhkkhkkk
Milburn Cockrell,

I was reading April 5" Berea Baptist
Banner and noticed a short piece you wrote
called “Another Arminian”. In the article
you called Dave Hunt your “brother”. You
spent the whole article showing his works
for salvation false gospel he holds to but
yet you still called him brother.

The Arminian false gospel of universal
atonement is Satanic lie. Those that hold
to it reveal they hate the God of the Bible.
They are showing in their gospel that there
is something else that makes the difference
between heaven or hell BESIDES the
doing and dying of Christ. This is an idol
of people’s imaginations. It is the peak of
all self righteousness. It makes God un-
just. It makes the righteousness that Christ
established a common thing to be
trampled on. God hates it!

Years ago | wrote you on the same topic
about you calling Arminianism a false
gospel but were unwilling to say
Arminians are unregenerate that hold to
Arminism (that is why they are called
Arminians). If you count these type folks
that hold to such a gospel then according
to Il John 9 you are partaker in their evil
deeds. | pray you give this some long hard
thought.

—L. Scott Price (e-mail)
*kkhkkhkkk
Dear Bro. Pugh:

As you did not respond to my letter
requesting original copies of the article
hereafter identified, | made the trip to
Louisville, Ky., to the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, where | had before
looked at The Baptist on micro film. As |
stated in my letter to you, | had before
read these articles which you published
in “Adapted and edited” form in the June
5, 2001 issue of BBB. Being somewhat fa-
miliar with these articles, I immediately
noted in the section entitled: “Six Impor-
tant Doctrines” item #4 [p. 108-109, BBB]
not an editorial change, not an adaption,
but a complete reversal of the thought,
meaning and intent of Graves.

Of course, | could not be absolutely
certain until I checked the originals, which
I did not have at my disposal. But when |
was able to consult these documents on
Micro film my worst fears were confirmed.

Here is the specific paragraph to which
| refer:

“4, Each true Church of Christ isa com-
pany of Scripturally immersed believers
only (not of believers and their uncon-
verted children and seekers on probation),
associated by voluntary covenant to obey

and execute all the commandments of
Christ, having been organized by an or-
dained man or men having authority from
a pre-existing Church of Christ of like
faith and order with the Jerusalem
Church, believing in the same organiza-
tion, doctrines, officers and ordinances of
the Church at Jerusalem, independent of
all others, acknowledging no lawgiver in
Zion but Christ, and submitting in spiri-
tual matters to no law He has not enacted.
Rom. 1:7; | Cor. 1:2; Eph. 1:1; Col. 1:1-
5; Acts 2:41, 42; Matt. 18:20-28; 11 Cor.
7:6-19; Rev. 2:23; Phil. 1:27; | Cor. 5:12,
13; Acts 13:1-4.”

I have emphasized the words which
you added. One need only remove this
portion to see how you have not
“adapted” nor “edited” but have falsified.
This is especially manifest in the light of
what Graves constantly wrote and taught
as these following samples will make
clear:

“Now | wish Elder Ditzler to know that
there is a world-wide difference between
originating an organization different from
anything that can be found in the Bible,
different from anything the world had
ever before seen or heard of, and called
it a Church, and organizing a Christian
Church. It is true that two or three bap-
tized individuals can organize a Church,
provided they adopt the apostolic model
of government, and covenant to be gov-
erned by the sole authority of Jesus
Christ.” —[Great Carrollton Debate, p. 975].

Thus I write in protest of your article.
I believe you took unfair and unjust lib-
erty with the editorial of J. R. Graves,
which he published before the world for
many years. What he considered an im-
portant doctrine and clearly enunciated
before the Baptist world for years, you
took the liberty to turn completely
around! If you were on trial for falsifica-
tion of Graves words, it would be an easy
matter for any just jury to find you guilty!
I hold it as a firm principle that any man
who writes against the J Ws should quote
and represent their writers so faithfully
that they themselves would say—“That is
exactly what we believe! That is exactly
what we mean!” But anyone who read
your article would not only not know
what Graves believed about the constitu-
tion of churches, he would think Graves
believed the exact opposite of what he
did! You have violated the ninth com-
mandment not to speak of the Royal Law.

By grace only,
J. C. Settlemoir
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By Milburn Cockrell

ATTACKS ON THE FAMILY

Mantachie, Mississippi

“And God said, Let us make man
in our image, after our likeness: and
let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the
air, and over the cattle, and over all
the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth.
So God created man in his own im-
age, in the image of God created he
him; male and female created he
them. And God blessed them, and
God said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and
subdue it: and have dominion over
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl
of the air, and over every living thing
that moveth upon the earth” (Gen.
1:26-28).

The family is the foundation stone of
human existence. Without stable homes,
our whole social structure will crumble and
fall. Remove stability from the home and
you cannot have a strong community,
country, or church. No one knows this bet-
ter than Satan. Since he seeks to make the
world “a wilderness” (Isa. 14:17), we can
be certain that he is behind all these at-
tacks on the family in our modern world.

THE FIRST HOME

I do not believe men and women ran
together in hordes in some communistic
society in a state of promiscuity at the be-
ginning of our race millions of years ago. |
believe God created Adam and Eve, and
then He joined them together in holy mat-
rimony. This is how the human race and
the family came into existence. This first
family was to bring forth children, for God
craved sons and daughters (Prov. 8:31; 11
Cor. 6:18). The home is a divine institu-
tion, coeval, and congenial with man’s cre-
ation. Man’s first home was in Eden; his
last home will be in Heaven.

In Genesis, chapter 3, we see how Sa-
tan wrecked and ruined the first home.
Adam was to have dominion over the
earth, but he committed treason against
God. Man was shut out of fellowship and
friendship with God. He became an heir
of misery, pain, and death. He became
the hater of God and his nature enmity to
God. Adam became mortal and a willing
slave of the Devil. After the fall of man, a
child born in the home came into the
world a child of wrath with the nature of
the Evil One.

Satan has never ceased his attacks upon
the family since the days of Eden. In mod-
ern society the Prince of Darkness is do-
ing some of his most devastating work.
The family in America and the rest of the
world is in terrible condition. | want to
look at some of the things Satan is using to
destroy the home.

COMMUNISM

Karl Marx (1818-1883) was born in

Prussia to a respectable German-Jewish

family. Marx never had a lasting friend,
and he never held any kind of stable em-
ployment. He was a bum who lived off of
others including his wife and Frederick
Engels. His family was a social tragedy.
Three of his children died of malnutrition,
and two daughters and a son-in-law com-
mitted suicide. When his daughter,
Francesca, died in 1852, a neighbor pro-
vided funds for her to be buried in a
pauper’s grave.

Marx admitted that his goal was not to
improve the world, but to ruin it and to
enjoy it being ruined. In his poem Human
Pride he wrote:

With disdain I will throw my gauntlet

Full in the face of the world,

And see the collapse of this pygmy giant

Whose fall will not stifle my ardour.

Then will 1 wander godlike and victorious

Through the ruins of the world

And, giving my words an active force,

I will feel equal to the Creator.

(For this poem see the book Was Marx
A Satanist by Richard Wurmbrand, p. 25).

Karl Marx was a worshipper of Satan,
and no man in the last 200 years of hu-
man history has ever put forth Satan’s pro-
gram as well as he did. That he was a
Satanist can be seen from his poem The
Player. It reads:

The hellish vapors rise and fill the brain,

Till I go mad and my heart is utterly

changed.

See this sword?

The prince of darkness

Sold it to me (ibid. p. 12).

Marx sought to destroy the family, to
abolish ownership of property, and to re-
place religion with materialism. In The
Communist Manifesto he spoke of “Aboli-
tion of the family!” (p. 22). He also said
that “the modern family contains in germ
notonly slavery, but also serfdom” (Marx,
quoted by Engels in The Origin of the Fam-
ily, Private Property and the State, p. 51).
Engels wrote: “The modern individual
family is founded on the open or con-
cealed domestic slavery of the wife” (ibid.,
p. 65).

Communism teaches the mother
should leave the home to work in facto-
ries and farms. It holds that children be-
long primarily to the state and not prima-
rily to the parents. Communism contends
that sexual promiscuity is no more than
drinking aglass of water. The ideas of Marx
and Engels have penetrated deep into the
thinking of educators and political lead-
ersin America, and this anti-biblical think-
ing has done much to destroy the family.

GOVERNMENT EDUCATION

In the early days in the United States
education was confined to the home or a
church school. Public or, I should say, gov-
ernment education began in the 1800s.

Government education instead of home
education was one of the goals of Karl
Marx. He wrote: “The middle class fam-
ily will vanish as a matter of course when
its complement vanishes, and both will
vanish with the vanishing of capital. Do
you charge us with wanting to stop the
exploitation of children by their parents?
Tothis crime we plead guilty. But, you will
say, we destroy the most hallowed of rela-
tions, when we replace home education
by sacial”” (The Communist Manifesto, p. 22).

In America Horace Mann (1796-1859)
was a great promoter of government
schools. He worked to humanize
America’s education and to destroy reli-
gious and moral teaching in public schools.
John Dewey (185901952) was an Ameri-
can educator who was a humanist and an
atheist. He refused to admit a final un-
changeable truth in the form of God and
His Word. He descried the fact that Chris-
tianity had taken the form of various dog-
mas embraced by the denomination.
Dewey believed that final truth was illu-
sory.

Due to the influence of these two men
and others like them, public schools have
become laboratories where social scien-
tific views and educational hypothesis are
tested in the lives of our young people.
The old concepts of honor, honesty, and
virtue are fading fast. These Godless and
stupid concepts are why in America we
graduate one million functional illiterates
each year. This so-called “progressive edu-
cation” has resulted in a high crime rate, a
drug war (which we are losing), a rise in
sexual diseases, and an increase in suicides
and school shootings. While the state
pumps billions into government schools
the SAT scores keep coming down.

Progressive education denies God and
the Bible. Hence all the Bible says about
the family is to be rejected liberal educa-
tors tell us. The textbooks in our govern-
ment schools are teaching children to rebel
against their parents, religion, traditional
values, and discipline. Our modern-day
government educational system is really
socialistic and totalitarian. Children are
viewed as national resources to be edu-
cated for the good of the New World Or-
der.

THE NEW WORLD ORDER

The global socialists of the United Na-
tions wants to eliminate parental rights and
replace them with children’s rights. These
sacialists say children belong to the state,
not the parents. Hillary Clinton has writ-
ten a book on government control of chil-
dren: It Takes a Village. The United Nation
Convention on the Rights of a Child was
signed by Madeleine Albright (U.S. Am-
bassador to the UN) February 16, 1995.
Then President Bill Clinton signed it in
1995.

If ratified by the Senate of the United
States it will do the following: (1) Give
children the right to abortion, the right to
access media material, and the right to
choose their own playmates; (2) Any par-

ent who infringes on a child’s right will be
prosecuted or have their children removed
from the home; (3) Spanking of children
is defined as criminal child abuse, making
parents who spank instant criminals; (4)
International social engineers will parent
our children; (5) Teaching religion will be
child abuse.

These global socialists and the political
left want control of our children and their
minds. They want a one-world education
systemto educate our children for the New
World Order. They would take children
out of the home and put them in the hand
of social engineers. Millions of Christians
and Jews will disobey this treaty if it is
passed by the Senate of the United States.

EVOLUTION

Charles Darwin (1809-1882) published
a book called On the Origin of Species by
Means of Natural Selection in 1859. Most
agree that this English naturalist was the
father of evolution. His revolutionary book
became the bible of evolutionists. Twelve
years later he published The Descent of Man.
In this second book Darwin applied his
theory of evolution to the human race.

According to evolutionists, man was not
created in the image of God but in the
image of an ape. They teach man is an
animal with a little higher reasoning than
a brute. Evolutionists tell us the evil that
exists in man came up through the brute
to man. Since man is a descendant of a
brute, there is no reason he should not be
brutal. When he gives way to brutal acts
it is only the animal instinct coming out in
him. Evolution destroys all moral teach-
ing as well as all human responsibility.

The “survival of the fittest” puts a pre-
mium on murder and glorifies the demon
of destruction. Evolutionists decry all rules
of right and right living. There is no need
for marriage or the family, for originally
men and women ran together in hordes
where sexual relations were communis-
tic. According to evolutionists, a marriage
ceremony for a man and woman is no
more necessary than it would be for dogs
or cats.

Social Darwinists have changed edu-
cation, government, business, the media,
and religion from Christianity to atheism.
Asaresult of this, God is resisted, ignored,
opposed, and vilified at every opportunity
in public and private. The Bible has lost
its authority, the family is fast disappear-
ing, and morals are gone with the wind.
Our modern world has moved into rep-
robation (Rom. 1) and is without hope.

OUR INDUSTRIAL AGE

Americans desire a high standard of liv-
ing. What was formerly luxuries are now
believed to be genuine requirements.
Americans have become materialists who
worship the almighty dollar. Although the
Bible tells us a woman is to be a keeper at
home (Tit. 2:5), the American wife has
now entered the work force for survival.
If the wife does not work, the husband
has two or three jobs. The American fam-

Continued on page 159
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ily is caught up in an economic rat race.

Karl Marx and Frederick Engels
dreamed of this day. Engels wrote this af-
ter the death of Marx, using Marx’s notes:
“It is already clear at this point that the
emancipation of woman, her equalization
with man, is and remains impossible so
long as the woman is excluded from the
productive work of society and remains
restricted to private household work. The
emancipation of woman first becomes
possible when she is able on an extensive,
sacial scale, to participate in reproduction,
and household work claims her attention
only to an insignificant extent. And this
for the first time has been made possible
by large scale industry, which not only
admits women’s labor over a wide range,
but absolutely demands it, and also strives
to transform private household work more
and more into public industry” (The Ori-
gin of the Family, Private Property and the State,
A Handbook of Marxism, pp. 318-319).

The American wife has turned the
dreams of Marx and Engels into a reality.
Children are left in day nurseries, or left
to take care of themselves. The work of a
housewife is now the most neglected work
in the world. This has had a devastating
effect on the American home.

Once upon a time in America the hus-
band made the living and the wife stayed
home to keep the house and care for the
children. Now the family is seldom at
home at the same time. In the average
American home there isno home life! This
has led to the feminization of man and
insecurity and delinquency on the part of
the young. The sanctity of marriage is dis-
appearing and divorce has become more
and more accepted. If the trend contin-
ues, the American home is soon to go the
way of the Dodo Bird.

RADICAL FEMINISM

The radical feminist movement is based
on the philosophy of Karl Marx and
Frederick Engels, particularly Engels’
book, The Origin of the Family, Private Prop-
erty and the State. These radicals seek to
change the whole existing social structure
in order to achieve women'’s liberation.
These radicals say the father-headed fam-
ily must go. They say there must be easy
divorce, sexual liberation, and acceptance
of illegitimacy. They say there is nothing
wrong with incest or sexual child moles-
tation. Their final goal is the destruction
of religion because religion supports the
family.

The plan of these radical feminists is to
deny the right of awoman to be awoman.
According to them, a woman cannot
choose motherhood as her primary voca-
tion—not even if she wants to do so! These
radicals are not satisfied with equal rights;
they want to restructure society and abol-
ish the family. Seeing the mainstream
women refuse to accept such foolishness,

these radials have turned to the legislative
process to enforce their agenda. Under he
guise of the Convention for the Rights of
Woman, the United Nations now actively
promotes a radical feminist ideology.

Other groups which indirectly support
the radical feminists agenda are popula-
tion controllers, gay rights activists, sexual
libertarians, multi-culturists/promoters of
political correctness, environmental ex-
tremists, neo-Marxist progressive, and
postmodernists. To this list must be added
big government liberals and certain mul-
tinational corporations.

SACREDY-CAT PREACHERS

God calls His ministers to be moral and
spiritual leaders. Among their qualifica-
tions for the office the Bible sets forth that
a pastor must be “the husband of one
wife” (I Tim. 3:2). To this is added in |
Timothy 3:4-5: “One that ruleth well
his own house, having his children in
subjection with all gravity; (For if a
man know not how to rule his own
house, how shall he take care of the
church of God?).” A man who cannot
rule his own house has no business trying
to take care of God’s house, the New Tes-
tament church. The modern-day church
has ignored these Scriptures to their own
peril.

Sad to say, but a few preachers are
bigger woman-chasers than some of
their church members! They father bas-
tard babies and give large sums of
money to their mistresses. Some church
members who live on a very low moral
standard see nothing wrong with such
ministerial conduct. To our surprise,
churches keep these rascals in their pul-
pits and call them “good and godly
men!”

No one knows how to ruin a preacher
better than Satan. If the Devil cannot
get the preacher, he is happy to take
the preacher’s wife or children. By ru-
ining a preacher’s home, Satan can close
the preacher’s mouth as to the need of
stable homes. A woman-chasing
preacher cannot be expected to preach
many sermons on adultery. A divorced
and remarried preacher is not apt to
preach a sermon on how God hates di-
vorce from Malachi 2:16. A pastor who
has rebellious children is not likely to
preach a message from | Timothy 3:4-
5.

Many pulpits are largely silent as to the
importance of the home. What the Bible
says about marriage and the home is not
being preached, for a number of pastors
are afraid of the moving van. One pastor
recently told me: “I can’t preach on mar-
riage and the home, for my church is not
in shape to receive such a message. If |
preached what the Bible actually says on
this, the church would dismiss me as pas-
tor.”

I cannot deny that if pastors begin to
preach what the Bible really says about
marriage and the home some of their
members may leave and join other more

liberal churches. But, preacher friend, are
you only concerned with nickels and
noses? It is also possible that some of your
members may quit giving money to the
church, but is that what you are preach-
ing for? There is also a possibility that you
may have to leave your church for preach-
ing the truth about the home. But do you
fear the faces of men more than the judg-
ment of God? Preacher brethren, you
could make a difference in these awful
times of the last days for homes in
America. Preach the truth and revive our
churches, hoping this revival may spread
to the whole country.
CONCLUSION

1. Let us pray much for the Chris-
tians who are still associated with our
public schools. These people are hold-
ing back the flood gates of socialism
and atheism in our government
schools. Some of them buck the crowd
and even pray and read the Bible in
their classrooms. If these people all
get out of the government schools
(many of them are doing so in large
numbers), there will be no hope for
the children of America.

2. 1 am old enough to recall a time
in my youth when mother and father
both stayed at home to work the farm
and care for the children. | also re-
member when my father had to leave
home for public work because of new
government regulations on farmers.
This was followed by my mother do-
ing the same. This happened to a large
number of families in the 1950s and
1960s. | fear that we lost something
then as to the stability of the Ameri-
can home we shall never regain.

3. Most of our national leaders are
not much help to our families. In
many cases their own home is a moral
wreck. Despite all their words about
“feeling our pain,” they are more con-
cerned about re-election and a pay
raise than the stability of our Ameri-
can homes. The best evidence that our
national government is against the
home is the marriage penalty tax. A
well-ordered American family pays
$2,000 more income taxes each year
than people with broken homes. Un-
der such a tax plan our government
encourages broken homes, not stable
homes.

4. The future of the American fam-
ily is in doubt. We can expect no help
with our homes from the Commu-
nists, our government schools, global
socialists, evolutionists, or radical
feminists. Nor can we expect much
help from our ministers whose
mouths are largely muzzled by the
Devil due to conditions in their own
homes as well as conditions in the
homes of church members. Unless a
miracle of God takes place, the fam-
ily and home life are on the way out
in our American society. God help us!

e ODODDOr————
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WORLD SCENE

By G. Russell Evans - Norfolk, Virginia

Why We Are Gouged with
High Oil Prices?

The blame game is on full swing—
to fix responsibility for the soaring
energy prices. No one is better at this
than Dick Gephardt, the House Mi-
nority Leader and sine qua non of twist
and spin, and Gray Davis, embattled
governor of California and inventor
of the rolling blackout.

STAR PLAYERS

Gephardt, fresh from adulation of
the impeached President Clinton,
condemned President Bush’s compre-
hensive energy plan as “wrong for
America with too much gas, oil and
nuclear energy and not much else.”
So, Dick, shall we add solar and wind-
mills?

Davis, desperate and smarting from
attacks on his short-sighted energy
policies in California, accused Bush
of “turning a blind eye to the bleed-
ing and hemorrhaging in this state.”

Not to be outshown in the energy
spotlight is Tom Dashle, Senate Mi-
nority Leader, who charges Bush with
“ducking the tough issues, such as glo-
bal warming and conservation.”

THE BUSH PLAN

The Bush national energy plan is
the first such plan in a generation of
idling while our consumption in-
creased 14 percent and production
dropped 17 percent. His plan is bal-
anced and designed for stability and
security against the OPEC oil cartel.

Our president and Congress have
allowed out-of-control prices. All
along, they had the power (1) to open
up oil reserves in Alaska and the
Rocky Mountain states, (2) to support
off-shore drilling along the Florida
and California coasts and (3) to cut
the excessive federal gasoline taxes.

These three steps can help energy
coasts and will get the attention of the
greedy oil barons of OPEC who are
riding high, as they cut production
and force American prices to sky-
rocket.

The Bush energy task force is ad-
dressing these issues head-on. Only
about one-forth will require legisla-
tion, including the Murkowski Energy
Bill for drilling in the Artic National
Wildlife Refuge (ANWR).

SIERRA CLUB ADAMANT

Radical environmentalists, headed
by the Sierra Club and Greenpeace,
are adamantly opposed to touching
the ANWR. Said Sierra’s Melinda
Pierce, “Murkowski wants more dams
and more mines to drill our way out
of energy problems for more global
warming and more pollution that also

devastates our last wild lands.”

Grossly exaggerated! The pro-
posed ANWR drilling area is about
the size of Dulles International Air-
port and has potential for 16.8 years
oil supply for the USA. The “wild
lands” will not be devastated at all,
but, on the contrary, remain about 99
44/100 percent pure.

RELIEF OVERDUE

This energy plan is overdue. House
and Senate leaders pledge priority
action. They better, with price goug-
ing reaching scandalous proportions.

The threatened Democrat filibus-
ter will backfire. Consumers are fed
up. They want to know the whys for
the gas price gouging that, unchecked,
can mean $3 per gallon gasoline at
the pump this summer.

WHY WE ARE GOUGED

Tom DeWeese of the American
Policy Center in his “American Qil for
Americans” program explains:

* Radical environmentalists pre-
vent opening huge oil reserves in
Rocky Mountain states of Colorado,
Wyoming, Montana, Utah and New
Mexico.

Radicals work to prevent drilling
along the coasts of Florida and Cali-
fornia and in Alaskan ANWR with
reserves of 16 billion barrels of oil.

* Clinton locked up “clean coal” in
Utah, turning a huge area into a park.

* Radical Greenpeace pressured
against nuclear power plants.

* Environmentalists battle to shut
down hydro-electric dams.

* Excessive EPA regulations shut
out 60 percent of federal lands with
high potential for natural gas.

* Federal gasoline taxes rose from

27 cents to 47 cents.

* U.S. oil production down 17 per-
cent with consumption up 14 percent
and imports at 56 percent, about one
third of U.S. trade deficit.

Says Rep. John Duncan Jr. (R-
Tenn.): “The saddest part is that Con-
gress could keep this from happening.
The U.S. Geological Survey estimates
16 billion barrels in less than one per-
cent of Alaskan coastal plain with bil-
lions more offshore in other states.
Environmental extremists object even
though it can be done in an environ-
mental-safe way.”

NUCLEAR SOLUTION

The long-term solution is nuclear
power, blocked for 30 years by ex-
tremists. France and Japan use nuclear
for 80 percent of their electrical needs,
safely. Advantages include: no pollu-
tion, no acid rain and no carbon di-
oxide for global warming.

Nuclear waste is “vitrified,” i.e.,
converted into solid glass that is then
buried safely in salt mines.

Famous analyst William Rusher
cites the “hidden agenda of the envi-
ronmental extremists for halting all
wealth-producing economic processes
that depend on growing energy sup-
plies and their hatred of ‘evil corpo-
rations’ that generate the energy.”

The Sierra Club and other extrem-
ists will lose. Drastic steps are needed
now to meet energy requirements of
humankind’s six billion people. The
Bush plan offers balance and deserves
strong and immediate support.

(Captain Evans’ columns are dis-
tributed by the Americanism Educa-
tional League.)

el B L ——
MARK OF THE BEAST

Look at your name on the front page of
this month’s paper. If you see the mark 8-
01, so detestable to a Baptist, wash it out
by renewal of greenbacks. If not your pa-
per will stop next month. We are not able
to credit. It is not a good plan.

’--------------------------\
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(ANNOUNCEMENTS)

The Myrtle Tree Missionary
Baptist Church near Grayson, Ky.,
and Pastor Kenneth Cade will
have the 113" Anniversary Meet-
ing Aug. 2-4 at 7:30 p.m. There
will be special services at 2:00
p.m. on Aug. 5. Guest speakers are
Elders Doug Newell, Robert
Patton, John Osborn, and Mark
Minney. For more information
contact Pastor Cade at (304) 529-
7058.

*hkkkk*k

The Northside Baptist Church,
Elkton, Ky., and Pastor Irving
Cummins will have a Bible Confer-
ence Aug. 2-4. Services will start at
7:00 p.m. on Thursday and all day
Friday and conclude at noon on Sat-
urday. The church will provide a
noon meal and supper meal on Fri-
day and a noon meal on Saturday.
Speakers on the program are Elders
Robert Asbury, Lee Hammel, Jeff
Lawrence, L. G. Richardson, Jimmy
Sherrod, Bill Senich, Garner Smith,
Bill Titus, Don Titus, and Randy
Titus. For more information call
(270) 265-9665.

*khkkkkk
‘* The Bethel Baptist Church,
2000 Lagrange Rd., Beavercreek,
Ohio, and Pastor Tom Lewis will
host a Bible Conference Sept. 14-
15. Speakers on the program are
Elders Mike McCoskey, David
Pittman, Steve Kittle, Jonathan
Gordon, Chuck Hunt, Ron Crisp,
Joe Head, and Dennis Riddick. For
more information call (937) 372-
3218 or 426-1728 or e-mail
tlewis9364@aol.com.

*hkkkhk*k

We have printed a limited sup-
ply of “Crucifixion Day” by Henry
A. Griesemer (1857-1926) in tract
form. This is the article showing
Christ was not crucified on Good
Friday. These are free for the ask-
ing. Postage appreciated. Order
from Berea Baptist Church, P. O.
Box 39, Mantachie, MS 38855.

*khkkkkk

The Grace Missionary Baptist
Church, 2750 South 53 West Av-
enue, Tulsa, Okla., and Pastor
David O’Neal will have a Bible
Conference Sept. 21-23. Various
speakers are on the program. For
more information contact Pastor
O’Neal at (918) 583-8261.

*khkkkkk

The Grace Missionary Baptist
Mission, 639 Southwest T High-
way, Holden, Mo., sponsored by
the Grace Missionary Baptist
Church, Tulsa, Okla., will have a
Bible Conference Oct. 26-28.

*hkkkk*k




